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Preface

The Earth, the blue planet, has persisted despite the threats and devastation it has
suffered. It is composed of a multiplicity of ecosystems, albeit experiencing growing exploitation
and a loss of biodiversity. Problems thus multiply, combining dynamic and multi-faceted
territorial mosaics, as is the case in much of Europe, with others in decline, where development
and sustainability are undermined, especially when economic and political interests supplant
social and environmental aspects.

Given these circumstances, strategies have emerged that focus on inclusive
development, where environmental and socio-cultural approaches are privileged. The
conservation of landscapes and heritage is emphasized, with the revitalization of the social
dimensions at their core. However, given progressive environmental degradation, which is
inseparable from the destruction of multiple landscape scenarios, reflecting climate change and
human intervention, raising awareness has become a major concern, as has the need for
widespread global intervention. 2015 is a landmark regarding these concerns, in which the 17
Sustainable Development Goals were set by the UN. At a meeting attended by most of the
world leaders, targets were set and strategies defined, aimed at the eradication of poverty,
within a framework in which economic, environmental and social development is privileged at
different scales, to be achieved by 2030. Agenda 2030 thus aims to promote prosperity and
well-being on a global scale, while preserving the environment and tackling climate change, but
from an increasingly socialized perspective. This is indisputable, especially when we compare
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals with the 8 Millennium Development Goals.

It is hoped that the goals will be progressively achieved at a global scale, encompassing
such diverse yet interdependent parameters such as eradicating poverty, promoting equitable
access to power, education and quality health services, but also the creation of decent jobs in
an environment where sustainability and energy efficiency, conservation and management of
endogenous resources are a reality. Attempts are also made to promote effective institutions
and stable societies, where justice and equality, along with gender equality, is unequivocal and
inclusive, by eradicating all forms of discrimination and violence, by revitalizing social
frameworks, and resources management where the preservation of landscapes and heritage is
a reality.

The social parameters, however, demand a more incisive approach, given the migration
flows in Europe, rising inequalities and political and religious antagonisms, among others. It is
therefore urgent to increase solidarity and responsibility by giving priority to the social and
cultural dimensions of European and national policies. It is worth noting that, in Europe, the
continuous migration flows are increasingly regarded as an opportunity, as they favor the

structural rejuvenation of the European population, mitigating existing inequalities.
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Environmental issues aggravate this scenario, degrading landscapes, heritage and
cultures, which are sometimes centuries-old. Reflecting also climate change, which is
increasingly omnipresent, focus has to be brought to bear on the sustainability of ecosystems
and their diversity, going from the local scale, to the European and the global scale. If there is a
convergence of the different national policies, where environmental and social strategies gain
prominence over the economist ones, such a goal may be possible. However, a framework
should also be set up where innovation and ethics are present, for example, by highlighting a
circular, humanist economy, or even a bio-economy, rooted in digital media, increasing literacy
and technical training. This will make it easier to increase the efficiency of endogenous
resources, while preserving their diversity and fostering greater territorial cohesion.

It is in this context that this publication appears, significantly called “THE OVERARCHING
ISSUES OF THE EUROPEAN SPACE / GRANDES PROBLEMATICAS DO ESPACO
EUROPEU - A strategic (re)positioning of environmental and socio-cultural problems? / Um
(re)posicionamento estratégico das questdes ambientais e socioculturais?”, where these very
complex topics are questioned, comparing spaces such as the European with others such as
the Portuguese-speaking ones, particularly the Brazilian. This represents the expansion of
synergies and common projects, in a multidisciplinary and interuniversity, dynamic and
revitalizing context. Gradually, the environmental and social aspects are highlighted, in an
attempt to “humanize and increase social equality”, the only way to mitigate existing problems.

This publication intends to contribute to a well-grounded, comprehensive and
multifaceted analysis of the multiple problems raised. The volume is divided into four parts,
focusing on the socio-cultural aspects and the environment, as well as sustainable, responsible
and inclusive development.

Part |, called "Education and Culture", is part of the strategic commitment to education
and technical training, a privileged vehicle to broaden the perception of cultural differences, and
to visualize the different components that lead to sustainable and intelligent development. It
includes papers from eleven authors in eight chapters, which portray different realities and
confirm the importance of this dimension. Paulo Jorge Santos reflects on the importance of
teaching in “O ensino como arte narrativa” ("Teaching as Narrative Art"), exploring the impact of
the narration of good stories on the perception of the world, as catalyzing elements of learning,
which raise the students’ awareness to the reality surrounding them and its problems.

A multifaceted strategy facilitates, in particular, the conservation of traditions, but under
an innovative cover, as is the case in Bulgaria in secondary education. Stella Dermendhzieva
and Tamara Draganova address this topic in "Traditions and Innovation in the Training of
“Geography of Countries” in the Bulgarian Secondary School". In this case, the authors reflect
on teaching from a geographical perspective where the combination of tradition and innovation
favours territorial revitalization, the conservation of distinctive endogenous components,
boosting development in remote villages and settlements, where the population is in decline, but
where the elderly who remain represent a testimony of experiences and of the immaterial

culture that slowly dissipates. Here is a work to be valued, as Milen Penerliev and Veselin
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Petkov also point out in "Bulgarian villages - an authentic arena for conducting academic
settlement studies”. It is a holistic development that is experimented, fostering the social and
cultural dimensions.

This approach is further reinforced in the following chapters, as confirmed in “Produccion
cientifica de la Union Europeia en el campo del Turismo (1998-2017)” ("European Union
Scientific Production in the Field of Tourism (1998-2017))”, by José Ramon Cardona and Maria
Dolores Sanchez-Fernandez. Fortunately, culture and heritage are increasingly bolstered, given
their many potentialities. Bearing this in mind, it is necessary to recover and revitalize heritage,
whether or not resorting to a strategic functional reformulation, especially through tourism, as
shown by Slavi Dimitrov in "Religious Tourism and Religious Tourism Resources" in Bulgaria, or
Veselin Petkov in "Socio-cultural Features of Cultural Tourism in Bulgaria ".

If we return to the Portuguese space, where the previously mentioned dynamics are also
replicated in examples in this volume, the importance of dissemination is also discussed, the
public presentation of a product, as part of a contextual perspective. It is an element to be
explored, in order to expand the dynamics of development, while satisfying the different
expectations of the visitor, the tourist and the students. Anténio Barros Cardoso analysis this
topic in “Como se “vestia” o Vinho do Porto (seculos XVI e XVIII)" (“How was Port wine
‘dressed’ (16%" to 18™ centuries))”, emphasizing an aspect that denotes not only the importance
of this world-renowned nectar, but also the interference of the image, of the culture embodied in
a bottle and its label, adding knowledge to the history of Port wine. Culture and tourism play a
harmonious role.

Then, more recent artistic proposals are also presented, which value conservation and
documental and artistic dissemination. Analyzing the importance of dissemination platforms,
Aldones Nino reflects on new cultural manifestations associated with multiple events, in a very
enriching dialogue between the Brazilian milieu and the “old European world” or Africa, in
“Approximations and distancing between contemporary art and decolonial thinking: Documenta
14 and MASP”.

International society is indeed changing, the reason for the second part of this book. The
seven chapters that comprise it, written by ten authors from four countries, correspond to seven
perspectives that cover diverse realities, such as the Portuguese, Spanish, Irish and Brazilian.

The components that affect this global change are multiple, but one of the aspects to
consider given their interference is the legal framework and its relationship with new
technologies and the digital world, as this tool is increasingly part of social and business life.
This approach addresses the impact of electronic data processing and transmission, or e-
commerce, given that, despite the many advantages, there are challenges to be monitored,
resulting in internal updates and regulations, as well as new concepts. Gléria Teixeira and
Marlene Teixeira de Carvalho address all these dynamics in “Tax challenges in the
technological and digital contexts”.

But many other challenges have to be faced in the new millennium, because of their

impact on urban areas and rural areas, arising in particular from different flows with deep
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territorial impacts, to which Mary Cawley draws attention in “Rural emigration to International
destinations and return: a perspective from Ireland”. The topic is also addressed in broader
terms at European level by Jodo Luis J. Fernandes, in the chapter called “Os territérios de
espera e o fluxo recente de migrantes clandestinos na Europa. O caso particular do campo
Jungle, em Calais (Franga)” (“The territories of waiting and the recent flow of clandestine
migrants in Europe. The particular case of the Jungle camp in Calais (France))’. It is one of the
reflexes of extra-European conflicts transferred to the community space, with all the challenges
of cultural adaptation and inclusion.

Population decline is already inevitable in Europe, especially in Galicia, and the question
that José Anténio Aldrey Vazquez and Xosé Constenla Veja raise is pertinent: “El declive de la
poboacion en Galicia. Hacia el vacio demografico?” (“The decline of the population in Galicia.
Towards the demographic vacuum?”). This trend, which is more pronounced in the more
peripheral European countries, must be reversed, given the consequences, such as
environmental degradation and the abandonment of (tangible and intangible) heritage, or the
loss of identity and unique landscapes, accentuating the lack of territorial cohesion, inequalities,
and conflicts. Such a scenario must be stopped.

Gender issues, especially the importance of women in society, could not be ignored, and
this volume addresses three distinct but complementary facets that confirm the rise of women in
today's society. Thus, “Protestos no feminino na Europa: das “Marias da Fonte” as marchas
mundiais das mulheres” (“Protests in the feminine in Europe: from the “Marias da Fonte” to the
world’s women marches”) are analysed by Célia Taborda Silva, in a diachronic perspective and
at various scales. Other events are also explored, intended to raise the awareness of the
competent authorities and society in general to issues such as gender violence in their
interconnection with international migration flows, as Marly de Jesus Sa Dias and Maria Natalia
Ramos examine in “Mulheres brasileiras em Portugal e violéncia de género: desafios
migratérios em contexto internacional” (“Brazilian Women in Portugal and Gender Violence:
challenges in an international context”).

Focusing on the Brazilian territory, women's reluctance to participate more actively in
society and culture is analyzed, portraying the continuity of the patriarchal culture, impeding
societal changes and dissuading female political participation, in “Sub-representagdo das
mulheres na politica no Brasil: reflexos de uma cultura patriarcal?” (“Underrepresentation of
women in politics in Brazil: reflections of a patriarchal culture?”), by Maria Mary Ferreira.

The society is in turmoil, but its foundations and the multiplicity of scenarios remain solid,
and many challenges have been faced and solutions found to mitigate their effects. The
information conveyed by the media and scientific studies, when analyzing and diffusing such
problems and trends, facilitate their resolution.

Although social issues are becoming more widespread as a result of education and
literacy, awareness of environmental problems is growing, particularity of the fragility and
scarcity of natural resources and the need to preserve the diversity of ecosystems. This is the

focus of Part lll, which, in its six chapters, by sixteen authors, addresses illustrative examples of
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these issues. In fact, natural (or anthropic?) catastrophes occur at an overwhelming pace,
perceptible within a single generation. But attention is paid also to finding solutions, for
example, through the use of regenerative energies, as Ana Isabel Boura examines in “A politica
energética alema — exemplo europeu de sustentabilidade?” (“German energy policy - a
European example of sustainability?”), as a strategy to reduce the carbon footprint and to slow
down global warming and its impacts.

These problems affect the entire European area, although new environmental strategies,
associated or not with a partisan framework, are visible at different scales. This is the case
presented by Jodo Monteiro, in “Transicdo para a cidade pds-carbdnica: uma proposta de
mobilidade sustentavel para Vizela” (“Transition to the Post-Carbonic City: A Proposal for
Sustainable Mobility for Vizela”) or, in “Politicas publicas do Brasil para produtos florestais ndo
madeireiros” (“Public Policies of Brazil for non-timber forest products”), by Nadja Maria da Silva,
together with three co-authors. The conservation of natural resources and the economic and
political environment that surround them must be reconciled in a responsible and sustainable
manner.

However, the destruction of the natural order of ecosystems is notorious, reflected in
climate change, which requires a proactive approach from the competent authorities, in order to
lessen their effects, to anticipate disasters and to slow down environmental and social decline.
The rural world especially requires urgent attention, given the rising problems and peripheralism
it faces. Margarida Quintela Martins addresses this matter in “As alteragcbes climaticas nas
politicas publicas agricolas e seu desenvolvimento rural no ensino e na investigagdo em
Portugal” (“Climate change in public agricultural policies and their rural development in
education and research in Portugal”’). There is also a focus on the droughts in the Iberian
Peninsula, with serious consequences at different levels, a topic explored in “Efectos de la
sequia del afio 2017 sobre le nebulosidade en la Peninsula Ibérica” (“Effects of drought in 2017
on cloud cover in the Iberian Peninsula") by Dominic Royé and Lorenzo Nieves.

Environmental issues deserve our full attention, denouncing dramatic circumstances, but
highlighting also revitalizations and associated strategies, at different scales of analysis,
including the geological. This is important, as Lucio Lucio Carramillo Caetano (with six
coauthors) states in “Transgression and regression of the South Atlantic Ocean, Brazilian
Coast. Case study: coastal plain of the Paraiba do Sul River, Brazil”.

Fortunately, while environmental issues remain urgent, focus is brought to bear on the
social and cultural perspective, although the primacy of the economist view persists: it is the
financial world that still regulates the world economy, as is evident in Part IV of this publication,
although with distinct differentiations, namely between urban and rural spaces, and at different
scales of analysis. In seven chapters involving twelve authors, it is clear that, although the
economist view dominates, only in an environment with cooperation is sustainability possible.
This is explicit in “Geografia da cooperagéo internacional para o desenvolvimento: um olhar
estratégico das relagdes Brasil-Africa no inicio do século XXI” (“Geography of international

cooperation for development: a strategic view of Brazil-Africa relations at the beginning of the
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twenty-first century”), by André Santos da Rocha, but also in the European space, namely in the
coordination of maritime economy through the “Integrated Maritime Policy”. It is a new strategy,
where science, technology, innovation and, of course, cooperation, based on a long history but
also on the confluence of member states' interests, favours development, as Regina Salvador
sustains in “A strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Maritime Region: the making of a macro-
region across the EU Border”.

But, often, the absence of collaboration stands out, visible at different scales, namely the
national one, as lleana Constantinescu and Adriana Motatu highlight in “Aspects theoriques et
pratiques concernant les retrocessions en Roumanie” (“Theoretical and practical aspects of
retrocessions in Romania”), where they address the restitution of the rural properties in
Romania after 1989 and the issues involved, in particular the political and legal.

Restricting, however, the scale of analysis to more contained spaces, the problems
persist. A paradigmatic case is the Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro, as explained by
Leandro Dias de Oliveira, in “As “fronteiras” da Regido Metropolitana do Rio de Janeiro:
mudancgas territoriais e ajustes no circuito econdmico-produtivo” (“The ‘frontiers’ of the
Metropolitan Region of Rio de Janeiro: territorial changes and adjustments in the economic-
productive circuit”), based on the expansion of Rio de Janeiro, following the creation of new
economic, industrial and logistical centralities at its ‘frontiers’. These spaces have consolidated
as new centers of development, but under other legal and, above all, logistical umbrellas, with
repercussions on the territorial and social structure, especially in the agricultural areas that
remain in the State of Rio de Janeiro. In areas of family-based holdings, under official technical
supervision (Federal Rural University of Rio de Janeiro), an increase in the income of these
families was provided, while food and nutritional security were bolstered. This project has been
very well-received, as it also favours the preservation of the peasant identity and social
inclusion, as described by Edilene Portilho (with five coauthors), in “Fortalecimento da
agricultura familiar na Baixada Fluminense — RJ (Brasil): identidade camponesa e inclusédo
social” (“Strengthening family farming in Baixada Fluminense - RJ (Brazil): peasant identity and
inclusion Social”). Moreover, in Brazil, after the problems arising from the productivist period,
which depleted environmental resources, this project attempts to reverse the situation by
highlighting and supporting family agriculture and organic products, or even valuing
geographical indications, as Regina Cohen Barros explores in “A variedade das indicagbes
geograficas brasileiras e o desenvolvimento local” ("The variety of Brazilian geographical
indications and local development”). Fortunately, this dynamic, where sustainable development
is underpinned, is gaining ground, as is also the case with social agriculture, which is examined
by Antoni F. Tulla in “La agricultura social (as) como una oportunidad en Europa en el marco de
un nuevo enfoque de desarrollo rural sostenible (DRS)” (“Social agriculture (SA) as an
opportunity in Europe in the framework of a new sustainable rural development approach
(SRD)”). It facilitates the integration and empowerment of social groups at risk, through
agricultural activity and contact with nature, or even directing them towards the artisanal

transformation of agricultural products. This is a new perspective that views agricultural
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practices as a social function, since they provide job creation and training. Thus, social inclusion
is favored in the peri-urban areas, especially in Spain.

Gradually, the solidarity economy is bolstered, shifting emphasis from the purely
economist approach. Endogenous, physical and human resources, as well as cohesion and
territorial sustainability, are also favoured, as exemplified in the success stories analyzed here.
Only in this context will a sustainable economy, social well-being and harmony be possible,

In conclusion, a strategic (re)positioning of environmental and socio-cultural issues is
effectively required to achieve sustainable development. The issue expressed in the subtitle of

this publication has thus gained more relevance.

Porto, May 2019
Helena Pina
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Prefacio

A terra, o planeta azul, apesar das ameacas e destruicbes a que tem sido sujeito,
persiste marcado por uma multiplicidade de ecossistemas, ainda que cada vez mais
explorados, e em perda de biodiversidade. Assim se multiplicam os problemas, misturando-se
0s mosaicos territoriais dindmicos e plurifacetados, como sucede em grande parte do espago
europeu, com outros em declinio, onde o desenvolvimento e a sustentabilidade s&o postos em
causa, sobretudo quando os interesses econdmicos e politicos suplantam a vertente social e
ambiental.

Dada a relevancia do quadro apresentado, despontam estratégias que apostam num
desenvolvimento inclusivo, onde as abordagens ambiental e sociocultural sdo privilegiadas.
Assim se realgca a preservagao das paisagens e do patriménio, numa perspetiva em que a
revitalizacdo dos quadros sociais & primordial. Porém, dada a progressiva degradacéo
ambiental, indissociavel da destruicdo de mudltiplos cenarios paisagisticos, que reflete as
alteracdes climaticas e a intervengdo humana, a consciencializagdo desta problematica esta a
aumentar, bem como a necessidade de uma intervengéo generalizada, global. Neste contexto,
é de referéncia obrigatdria o ano de 2015, em que foram fixados pela ONU os 17 Objetivos de
Desenvolvimento Sustentavel. Numa reunido em que participaram a maioria dos lideres
mundiais, estabeleceram-se metas e definiram-se estratégias, visando-se a erradicagéo da
pobreza, num quadro em que o desenvolvimento econdmico, ambiental e social é privilegiado a
diferentes escalas, tendo como limite temporal 2030. Assim surgiu a “Agenda 2030”, através da
qual se promove a prosperidade e o bem estar a escala global, preservando o ambiente,
enquanto se combatem as alteragbes climaticas, mas numa perspetiva cada vez mais
socializada. Tal ¢é indiscutivel, sobretudo quando comparamos os 17 Objetivos do
Desenvolvimento Sustentavel, com os antecedentes 8 Objetivos do Milénio.

Projeta-se a progressiva implementagdo dos objetivos, até se atingir a escala global,
abrangendo-se paradmetros tdo diversos, mas interdependentes, como erradicar a pobreza,
promovendo o0 acesso equitativo a energia, a educacao e aos servigos de saude de qualidade,
mas também a criagdo de emprego digno num ambiente onde a sustentabilidade e a eficiéncia
energética, a conservagao e a gestdo dos recursos endégenos sejam uma realidade. Intenta-
se, também, a promocéo de instituicdes eficazes e de sociedades estaveis, onde a justica e a
equidade, a par da igualdade de géneros, seja inequivoca e inclusiva, erradicando-se todas as
formas de discriminagdo e de violéncia, revitalizando-se os quadros sociais, instituindo-se
ainda uma gestdo de recursos onde a preservagido das paisagens e do patriménio seja uma
realidade.

Os parametros sociais, porém, exigem uma exploragdo cada vez mais incisiva, ja que
permanecem os fluxos migratérios no espago europeu, enquanto se avolumam as
desigualdades e se intensificam antagonismos de carater politico e religioso, entre outros.
Urge, pois, aumentar a solidariedade e a responsabilidade, privilegiando a vertente social e

cultural nas politicas europeias e nacionais. Recorde-se, alias, que os continuos fluxos
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migratérios estdo, na Europa, cada vez mais a ser encarados como uma oportunidade a
monitorizar e valorizar, pois favorecem o rejuvenescimento estrutural da populagao europeia,
mitigando as desigualdades existentes.

A agravar o cenario antes apresentado, estdo as questdes ambientais, dada a continua
degradagao de cenarios, de patrimoénio e de culturas, por vezes milenares. Reflexo também
das alteragdes climaticas, cada vez mais omnipresentes, ha que apostar na sustentabilidade
dos ecossistemas, na sua diversidade, mas numa perspetiva que abrace as problematicas
locais, passando pela europeia, até se atingir o nivel global. Se existir uma convergéncia das
distintas politicas nacionais, onde as estratégias ambientais e sociais ganhem ascendéncia
sobre as economicistas, tal desiderato é possivel. Contudo, deve instituir-se um quadro onde
também a inovacdo e a ética estejam presentes, realcando, por exemplo, uma economia
circular e humanista, ou mesmo uma bioeconomia, sustentada em meios digitais, no aumento
da literacia e da formacao técnica. Assim se facilitara o aumento da eficiéncia dos recursos
endogenos, preservando a sua diversidade e perspetivando-se uma maior coeséo territorial.

E neste sentido que surge a presente publicagdo, significativamente intitulada “THE
OVERARCHING ISSUES OF THE EUROPEAN SPACE / GRANDES PROBLEMATICAS DO
ESPACO EUROPEU - A strategic (re)positioning of environmental and socio-cultural problems?
/ Um (re)posicionamento estratégico das questbes ambientais e socioculturais?”, onde se
questionam estas tematicas, muito complexas, comparando espagos como O europeu com
outros como os lus6fonos, designadamente o brasileiro. Tal representa a ampliacao de
sinergias e projetos comuns, num contexto multidisciplinar e interuniversitério, dindmico e
revitalizador. Paulatinamente, realgam-se as vertentes ambientais e sociais, numa tentativa de
“humanizagao e maior equidade social”, unica forma de mitigar os problemas existentes.

Com esta publicacdo pretende-se, pois, contribuir para uma analise fundamentada,
abrangente e polifacetada das multiplas problematicas referenciadas. Para tal, dividimos o
volume em quatro partes, onde as vertentes socioculturais e o ambiente se afirmam, tendo em
mente um desenvolvimento sustentavel, responsavel e inclusivo.

Sendo basilar a aposta estratégica na educagéo e na formagéo técnica, meio privilegiado
de se ampliar a percegéo das diferengas culturais, da visualizagado das distintas componentes
que conduzem ao desenvolvimento sustentavel e inteligente, surge a Parte |, designada
“Educacéo e Cultura”. Inclui a colaboracdo de onze autores, cujo trabalho surge plasmado em
oito capitulos, que, retratando distintas realidades, confirmam a importancia desta componente.
Neste contexto, reflete-se sobre a importancia do ensino, como faz Paulo Jorge Santos em “O
ensino como arte narrativa”, referindo-se ao impacte na percecdo do mundo através da
narracdo de boas histérias, elementos catalisadores da aprendizagem, da consciencializagdo
do estudante para a realidade que o envolve e suas problematicas.

Estratégia multifacetada, facilita, nomeadamente, a preservagao das tradigbes, mas sob
um invélucro inovador, como sucede, na Bulgaria, no ensino secundario, facto comprovado por
Stella Dermendhzieva e Tamara Draganova em “Traditions and Innovation in the training of

“Geography of Countries” in the Secundary Bulgarian School”. Privilegiando neste caso a
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perspetiva geografica, as autoras refletem sobre um ensino onde a conjugagéo da tradicdo com
a inovagao favorece, de facto, a revitalizacdo territorial, a preservagdo das componentes
endogenas distintivas, elementos propulsores do desenvolvimento em vilas e lugares
reconditos, onde sobressai o declinio populacional, mas onde os idosos que permanecem
representam um testemunho de vivéncias, da cultura imaterial que, lentamente, se dilui. Aqui
estd um trabalho a valorizar, como referem também Milen Penerliev e Veselin Petkov em
“Bulgarian villages — an authentic “arena” for conducting academic settlement studies”. E um
desenvolvimento holistico que se intenta, valorizando a vertente social e cultural.

Tal abordagem é, alids, reforcada nos capitulos seguintes, como se confirma em
“Produccioén cientifica de la Union Europeia en el campo del Turismo (1998-2017)”, escrito por
José Ramon Cardona e Maria Dolores Sanchez-Fernandez. Felizmente, a cultura e o
patriménio sdo cada vez mais valorizados, dadas as suas mudltiplas potencialidades. Tendo
presente esta diretriz, ha que recuperar e revitalizar o patriménio, recorrendo ou ndo a uma
refuncionalizagdo estratégica, designadamente a turistica, como demonstra Slavi Dimitrov em
“Religious tourism and religious tourism resources” na Bulgaria, ou Veselin Petkov em “Socio-
cultural features of cultural tourism in Bulgaria”.

Se nos retivermos no espaco portugués, onde as dindmicas antes explanadas também
se replicam em exemplos apresentados neste volume, aborda-se, de igual modo, a importancia
da divulgacéo, a apresentacao publica de um produto, parte de uma visdo conjuntural. Trata-se
de um elemento a explorar, para ampliar as dindmicas de desenvolvimento, enquanto se
saciam as distintas expectativas do visitante, do turista e dos estudiosos. E o que analisa
Anténio Barros Cardoso que, em “Como se “vestia” o Vinho do Porto (seculos XVI e XVIII)”,
realca um aspeto que denota ndo s6 a importancia deste néctar de renome mundial, mas
também a interferéncia da imagem, da cultura plasmada numa garrafa e no respetivo rotulo,
acrescentando conhecimentos a histéria do vinho do Porto. A cultura e o turismo ombreiam de
forma harmoniosa.

Por outro lado, nesta publicagdo, sdo estudadas também propostas artisticas mais
recentes, que valorizam a preservagdo e a difusdo documental e artistica. Analisando a
importancia de plataformas de divulgacéo, reflete-se sobre novas manifestagdes culturais
associadas a multiplos eventos, num didlogo muito enriquecedor entre o meio brasileiro e o
“velho mundo europeu” ou Africa, como nos propde Aldones Nino em “Approximations and
distancing between contemporary art and decolonial thinking: Documenta 14 e MASP”.

A sociedade internacional encontra-se, de facto, em mudanga, razdo pela qual surge a
segunda parte deste livro. Com os sete capitulos que a compdem, redigidos por dez autores
provenientes de quatro paises, correspondem a sete perspetivas que abrangem realidades
diversas, como a portuguesa, a espanhola, a irlandesa e a brasileira.

As componentes que intervém nesta mudanga global sdo mudltiplas, mas uma das
vertentes a considerar, dadas as suas interferéncias, € o quadro juridico e a sua relagdo com
as novas tecnologias, 0 mundo digital, j& que esta ferramenta cada vez mais faz parte da vida

social e empresarial. Assim se aborda o impacte do processamento e da transmissado de dados
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por via eletrénica, ou o comércio eletrénico, dado que, apesar das multiplas vantagens, nascem
desafios a monitorizar, pelo que surgem atualizagdes e regulamentagdes internas, para além
de novos conceitos. Toda esta dindmica & abordada por Gléria Teixeira e Marlene Teixeira de
Carvalho em “Tax challenges in the technological and digital contexts”.

Masmuitos outros desafios se tem de enfrentar no novo milénio, pelos seus reflexos nos
nucleos urbanos como também nos espacos rurais, decorrentes, nomeadamente, dos fluxos
distintos existentes, com impactes territoriais profundos, como alerta Mary Cawley, em “Rural
emigration to International destinations and return: a perspetctive from Ireland”, ou, em termos
mais latos, no espacgo europeu, Jodo Luis J. Fernandes, no capitulo intitulado “Os territérios de
espera e o fluxo recente de migrantes clandestinos na Europa. O caso particular do campo
Jungle, em Calais (Franga)”. E um dos reflexos de conflitos extra-europeus (tirar) transferidos
para o espago comunitario, com todos os desafios de adaptagdo cultural e de inclusdo
envolvidos.

Por outro lado, o declinio populacional é ja incontornavel na Europa, nomeadamente na
Galiza, sendo pertinente a questao que José Antonio Aldrey Vazquez e Xosé Constenla Veja
colocam: “El declive de la poboacion en Galicia. Hacia el vacio demografico?”. Ha que reverter
esta tendéncia, cada vez mais pronunciada nos meios mais periféricos europeus, dadas as
consequéncias dai decorrentes, como a degradacdo ambiental e o abandono do patriménio
(material e imaterial), ou a perda de identidade e de quadros paisagisticos Unicos, o que
acentua a falta de coeséao territorial, as desigualdades, os conflitos. Ha que travar tal cenario.

As questdes de género, sobretudo a importancia da mulher na sociedade, ndo poderia
ser ignorada e, neste livro, aborda-se trés facetas distintas, mas complementares, que
confirmam a ascensao crescente da mulher na atual sociedade. Assim se analisa os “Protestos
no feminino na Europa: das “Marias da Fonte” as marchas mundiais das mulheres”, visdo
explorada por Célia Taborda Silva, numa perspetiva diacrénica e a diversas escalas, mas
também outros eventos, que despontam no sentido de se alertar as entidades responsaveis, e
a sociedade em geral, para problematicas como a violéncia de género na sua interligagcdo com
os fluxos migratérios internacionais, como referem Marly de Jesus Sa Dias e Maria Natalia
Ramos, em “Mulheres brasileiras em Portugal e violéncia de género: desafios migratérios em
contexto internacional”.

Focando o territorio brasileiro, analisa-se a relutdncia da mulher em participar mais
ativamente na sociedade e na cultura, retratando-se a continuidade da cultura patriarcal,
impeditiva de mudancgas societarias e dissuasora da participacao politica feminina, em “Sub-
representacdo das mulheres na politica no Brasil: reflexos de uma cultura patriarcal?”, tematica
estudada por Maria Mary Ferreira.

A sociedade encontra-se, em transformacdo, em ebulicdo mas, quer os seus
fundamentos, quer a multiplicidade de cenarios existentes, quer ainda os desafios enfrentados
e as solugdes encontradas para mitigar os seus efeitos, sucedem-se. A informacgao veiculada
pelos média e por estudos cientificos, ao analisarem e difundirem tais problemas e tendéncias,

facilitam a sua resolugao.
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Apesar de as questbes sociais registarem uma difusdo e afirmagéo crescentes, fruto da
formacao e literacia ja existente, as problematicas ambientais instituiram-se sob a égide da
maior consciéncia da fragilidade progressiva escassez dos recursos naturais da necessidade
de preservagdo dos diferentes ecossistemas. Esta € a tematica da Parte Ill da presente
publicagdo, que, nos seus seis capitulos, redigidos por dezasseis autores, aborda exemplos
elucidativos destas problematicas. De facto, as catastrofes naturais (ou antrépicas?) sucedem-
se a uma cadéncia avassaladora, percetivel a escala de uma geragdo, mas, em simultaneo,
também as solugbes para a sua mitigacdo, por exemplo, através do recurso a energias
regenerativas, como refere Ana Isabel Boura em “A politica energética aleméd — exemplo
europeu de sustentabilidade?”, enquanto estratégia para se reduzir a pegada do carbono e se
desacelerar o aumento das temperaturas a escala global, bem como os seus impactes.

Tal cenario abarca todo o espago europeu, surgindo novas estratégias ambientalistas,
associadas, ou ndo, a um quadro partidario, mas visivel a distintas escalas. E o caso
apresentado por Jodo Monteiro, em “Transi¢ao para a cidade pds-carbonica: uma proposta de
mobilidade sustentavel para Vizela” ou, tendo por base recursos escassos, “Politicas publicas
do Brasil para produtos florestais ndo madeireiros”, tema analisado por Nadja Maria da Silva,
conjuntamente com trés coautores. Ha que conciliar de forma responsavel e sustentavel a
preservagao dos recursos naturais € o enquadramento econémico-politico que os envolve.

Os atropelos a ordem natural dos ecossistemas s&o, porém, notorios, refletindo-se nas
alteragbes climaticas, o que exige uma abordagem pré-ativa das entidades responsaveis, no
sentido de se esbater os seus reflexos, de se antecipar catastrofes e de se obstar ao declinio
ambiental e social, nomeadamente no mundo rural, aquele que requer uma atengao incisiva,
perante o exacerbar dos seus problemas e periferismo. E o que se constata em “As alteragdes
climaticas nas politicas publicas agricolas e seu desenvolvimento rural no ensino e na
investigacdo em Portugal” (Margarida Quintela Martins), ou, quando nos debrugamos sobre as
secas na Peninsula Ibérica, com consequéncias gravosas a diferentes niveis, reportadas em
“Efectos de la sequia del afio 2017 sobre le nebulosidade en la Peninsula Ibérica”, tema
explorado por Dominic Royé e Nieves Lorenzo.

As questdes ambientais merecem, de facto, toda a nossa atenc¢do, denunciando os
cenarios dramaticos, mas realgando também as revitalizagdes e estratégias associadas, sem
esquecer ainda que existem diferentes escalas de anadlise, incluindo a geologica. Tal é
importante, como refere Lucio Lucio Carramillo Caetano (com seis coautores), em
“Transgression and regression of the South Atlantic Ocean, Brazilian Coast. Case study:
coastal plain of the Paraiba do Sul River, Brazil”.

Felizmente, embora as questdes ambientais permanegam incisivas, a perspetiva social e
cultural afirma-se, se bem que persista a ascendéncia da diretriz (tirar) economicista: € o
mundo financeiro que ainda regula a economia mundial, como fica patente na Parte IV desta
publicacdo, se bem que com diferenciagdes nitidas, designadamente entre os espagos urbanos
e os rurais, mas sendo indeléveis, e a diferentes escalas de analise. Em sete capitulos da

responsabilidade de doze autores, fica patente que, embora a visdo economicista domine, sé
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num ambiente em que exista a cooperagao, a sustentabilidade é possivel. Tal esta explicito em
“Geografia da cooperagao internacional para o desenvolvimento: um olhar estratégico das
relacdes Brasil-Africa no inicio do século XXI”, capitulo da autoria de André Santos da Rocha,
mas também no espago europeu, nomeadamente na coordenagdo da economia maritima
através da “Politica Maritima Integrada”. Trata-se de uma nova estratégia, onde a ciéncia, a
tecnologia, a inovagdo e, obviamente, a cooperagado, sustentados num longo historial mas
também na conjugacdo de interesses dos estados membros, favorece o desenvolvimento,
como confirma Regina Salvador em “A strategy for the Adriatic and lonian Maritime Region: the
making of a macro-region across the EU Border”.

Mas, com frequéncia, a auséncia colaborativa ressalta, sendo visivel a distintas escalas,
nomeadamente a nacional, como referem lleana Constantinescu e Adriana Motatu, em
“Aspects theoriques et pratiques concernant les retrocessions en Roumanie”, onde abordam a
restituicdo das propriedades rusticas na Roménia apos 1989 e as problematicas envolvidas,
nomeadamente as politico-juridicas.

Restringindo, porém, a escala de analise a espagos mais contidos, as problematicas
mantém-se. Um caso paradigmatico é a Regido Metropolitana do Rio de Janeiro, como explica
Leandro Dias de Oliveira, em “As “fronteiras” da Regido Metropolitana do Rio de Janeiro:
mudancas territoriais e ajustes no circuito econémico-produtivo”, tendo por base a expansao da
metrépole carioca, na sequéncia da criagdo de novas centralidades econdémicas, industriais e
logisticas nas suas “fronteiras”’. Estes espagos consolidaram-se como novos focos de
desenvolvimento, mas com outros invélucros juridicos e, sobretudo, logisticos, com reflexos no
ordenamento territorial e no quadro social, designadamente nos espacos agricolas que
subsistem na Baixada Fluminense (Rio de Janeiro). Tratando-se de Espagos de estrutura
familiar, sob acompanhamento técnico oficial (Universidade Federal Rural do Rio de Janeiro),
proporcionou-se um aumento dos rendimentos destas familias, enquanto se valorizou a
seguranga alimentar e nutricional. Este projeto tem obtido a melhor recetividade, pois também
favorece a preservagao da identidade camponesa e a inclusdo social, como descreve Edilene
Portilho (com cinco coautores), em “Fortalecimento da agricultura familiar na Baixada
Fluminense — RJ (Brasil): identidade camponesa e inclusao social”. Alids, no Brasil, depois dos
problemas decorrentes do periodo produtivista, depradador dos recursos ambientais, tenta-se
reverter a situagao, realgando e apoiando a agricultura familiar e os produtos bioldgicos, ou
valorizando mesmo as indicagdes geogréficas, como explora Regina Cohen Barros, em “A
variedade das indicagdes geograficas brasileiras e o desenvolvimento local”. Felizmente, esta
dindmica, onde o desenvolvimento sustentavel estd subjacente, impde-se, como sucede
também com a agricultura social, facto valorizado por Antoni F. Tulla em “La agricultura social
(as) como una oportunidad en Europa en el marco de un nuevo enfoque de desarrollo rural
sostenible (DRS)”. Desta forma, facilita-se a insergdo e o empoderamento de grupos sociais de
risco, através da atividade agricola e do contacto com a natureza, ou direcionando-os mesmo
para a transformacao artesanal dos produtos agricolas. Assim se afirma uma nova perspetiva

que visualiza as praticas agricolas como uma fungéo social, ja que proporcionam a criagéo de
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emprego e formagdo. Desta forma se favorece a inclusdo social nas areas periurbanas,
nomeadamente em Espanha.

Paulatinamente, valoriza-se a economia solidaria, relegando para segundo plano a
abordagem meramente economicista. Privilegia-se também os recursos enddgenos, fisicos e
humanos, para além da coeséo e da sustentabilidade territorial, como o demonstram os casos
exemplificativos de sucesso aqui analisados. S6 neste contexto se viabilizara uma economia
sustentavel, o bem estar e a harmonia social,

Concluindo: adivinha-se, efetivamente, um (re)posicionamento estratégico das questdes
ambientais e socioculturais com o objetivo de se atingir um desenvolvimento sustentavel. A

questao plasmada no subtitulo desta publicagdo ganha, assim, a maior pertinéncia.

Porto, maio de 2019

Helena Pina
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Resumo

Devemos ao psicologo Jerome Bruner a distingdo entre cogni¢cdo paradigmatica e cognicao narrativa, duas
formas que os seres humanos usam para entender o mundo e atribuir significado a sua existéncia. A cognigao
paradigmatica recorre a conceptualizagdes ou a categorizagdes que se organizam tendo em vista atingir um ideal
de descricéo e explicacdo da natureza loégico-formal. Ela centra-se em modelos que isolam as causas gerais dos
fendmenos e procura identificar procedimentos suscetiveis de corroborar ou infirmar hipéteses empiricamente
testaveis alicercadas em processos logico-dedutivos. Na cognicdo narrativa, por seu turno, a realidade é
compreendida através de histérias. Através de um enredo presente na narrativa a agdo de um ou mais
personagens estrutura-se no espago e no tempo e confere significado a existéncia. A utilizagdo de narrativas
suscetiveis de funcionarem como elementos catalisadores da aprendizagem tem vindo a configurar um campo
particularmente interessante ao nivel da educagéo designado por ensino narrativo. Neste artigo descrever-se-ao
os principios genéricos suscetiveis de estruturar uma abordagem narrativa ao nivel do ensino, como o espago de
aula pode tornar-se um local de partilha de narrativas e de co(construgdo) de significados e os resultados de
investigagdes que evidenciam a sua eficacia ao nivel da aprendizagem de conteudos e do desenvolvimento de
competéncias pelos estudantes.

Palavras-chave : cognigéo narrativa, cogni¢gdo paradigmatica, ensino narrativo

Abstract

We owe the psychologist Jerome Bruner the distinction between paradigmatic cognition and narrative cognition,
two forms humans use to understand the world and to give meaning to their existence. Paradigmatic cognition
resorts to conceptualizations or categorizations that are organized so as to achieve an ideal of description and
explanation of logical-formal nature. It focuses on models that isolate the general causes of phenomena and
seeks to identify procedures that can corroborate or reject empirically testable hypotheses based on logical-
deductive processes. In narrative cognition, reality is understood through good stories. Through a plot in the
narrative, the action of one or more characters is structured in space and time and gives meaning to existence.
The use of narratives that can be used as catalysts for learning has been a particularly interesting field in
education called narrative teaching. In this article, | will describe the generic principles that can be used to
structure a narrative approach at the level of teaching, and how the classroom can become a place to share
narratives and to co-build meanings. | will also present the results of research and studies that show their
effectiveness in terms of content learning and the development of competences in the students.

Keywords : narrative cognition, paradigmatic cognition, narrative teaching
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“precisamos de histérias, (...), de narradores, como
de pao para a boca. (...) Faz parte da nossa
condicdo humana.”

Siri Hustved

1. Introducéo

Ha aproximadamente 40 anos atras encontrava-me numa aula de Portugués, no 9° ano de
escolaridade, quando num texto que a minha turma estava a analisar surgiu a palavra estertor.
Nenhum dos alunos sabia o seu significado e aguardavamos que o professor José Sampaio nos
esclarecesse. Ele comecou entdo a contar um episédio ocorrido na guerra colonial onde tinha
participado. Numa saida para o mato onde iria decorrer uma operag¢ao militar o seu pelotdo avistou
subitamente um ledo que colocava em perigo os soldados. Alguns deles dispararam sobre o animal e
os militares dispersaram rapidamente com medo de um possivel ataque. “O animal tombou e todos
nds o olhavamos fixamente para ver se ele ainda poderia constituir algum perigo. O ledo estremecia e
as suas pernas faziam uns movimentos espasmadicos. E isso o estertor, os movimentos finais que
antecedem a morte, num animal ou num ser humano.”

Passaram-se quatro décadas sobre este episddio, mas eu nunca mais esqueci esta historia e
o significado de estertor. Agora julgo compreender melhor a razdo por que isso sucedeu e o objetivo
deste artigo € o de descrever sucintamente uma abordagem que tem ganho alguma proeminéncia
nos Ultimos anos no ambito da educagdo que se designa por ensino narrativo. Todavia, torna-se
necessario fazer previamente uma breve incursdo pela evolu¢gdo da psicologia para situarmos

histérica e epistemologicamente a questdo em analise.

2. A construgdo narrativa da realidade

Em meados da década de 50 uma nova forma de conceber o sujeito psicolégico emergiu no
campo da psicologia como contraponto ao comportamentalismo que tinha em B. F. Skinner a sua
figura tutelar e na teoria do condicionamento operante o seu quadro tedrico privilegiado. A psicologia
cognitiva, muito influenciada pelo desenvolvimento da cibernética, da teoria da informagédo e dos
computadores, propunha-se analisar os seres humanos como processadores de informagao,
recebendo inputs do meio e produzindo outputs. Desta forma, as variaveis e 0s processos
psicoldgicos internos envolvidos em areas tdo distintas como a atengdo, a meméria ou a percecao,
por exemplo, comegaram a ser objeto de investigagdo, algo que o comportamentalismo, centrado
numa concec¢ao positivista de ciéncia e no comportamento observavel, tinha afastado do campo da
investigacao psicolégica (BRUNER, 1997).
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A psicologia cognitiva, na sua primeira fase, colocava grande énfase em estudar a forma como
as pessoas, definidos como agentes racionais, manipulavam simbolos abstratos por intermédio de
um processo de computagdo algoritmica, subordinada a razdo e a uma logica universal, que
constituiria a forma privilegiada de aceder a realidade (GONCALVES, 2000). A partir dos anos 80
esta forma de conceber o sujeito psicoldégico comegou a ser contestada a partir de varias perspetivas.
A construgdo de significados passou a ser concebida como a dimensao privilegiada a partir da qual
os seres humanos dotam de sentido e coeréncia o universo em que habitam. No ambito desta
viragem conceptual, que se afasta de um essencialismo naturalista e que enfatiza a dimenséo
subjetiva, autopoiética e social da construgao psicologica da realidade, a narrativa emergiu como um
dos mais interessantes modelos do funcionamento psicoldgico.

Polkinghorne (1988) definiu narrativa como “uma estrutura de significado que organiza
acontecimentos e ag¢des humanas num todo, atribuindo desta forma significado as agdes e
acontecimentos individuais de acordo com o seu efeito na totalidade” (p. 18). Esta definicdo capta
algumas carateristicas que exploraremos mais a frente, mas importa por agora clarificar que iremos
usar os termos histéria e narrativa como sinénimos aproximados, embora alguns autores sustentem
que o primeiro consiste na descricdo de um acontecimento especifico, individual ou coletivo, que é
estruturado de forma a distinguir um inicio, um meio e um fim, enquanto que o segundo € um termo
mais abrangente que pode ser formado por varias histérias e comentarios sobre as mesmas
(BRAKKE, HOUSKA, ZHAO, KINSLOW, CLINTON & CAMPBELL, 2015; MCLEOD, 1997).

Devemos a Jerome Bruner (1986) uma distingado particularmente proficua entre dois tipos de
cognicao, a cognicdo paradigmatica e a cognicdo narrativa. A linguagem cientifica constitui um
exemplo perfeito da primeira. Nela o objetivo visa atingir uma descri¢cdo e explicagdo do mundo de
natureza matematico-formal que emprega categorias que, devidamente articuladas entre si, formam
sistemas que descrevem uma determinada realidade. A énfase é colocada na identificagao de fatores
causais e no desenvolvimento de procedimentos lineares e proposicionais, assentes na coeréncia e
na nao contradicdo, que pretendem avaliar a sua verdade empirica através da corroboragédo ou de
infirmacéao de hipoteses empiricamente testaveis.

Na cognigédo narrativa, por outro lado, o que se pretende é contar boas histérias e o critério
para as avaliar ndo reside tanto na sua verdade ou falsidade, mas essencialmente na sua
verossimilhanca. Seria através da construcdo e da partilha de narrativas que o sujeito psicolégico
alicerca o seu modo privilegiado de compreender a realidade, nomeadamente a forma como se
perceciona a si proprio. O self pode ser concebido como o resultado de um processo narrativo que os
individuos recorrem para dar conta do seu percurso biografico e da sua identidade. Este trabalho de
producado narrativa deve ser entendido como um procedimento que nunca esta completamente
finalizado. Como afirmam Vieira e Henriques (2014) a identidade ndo é “(...) algo que emerge na
adolescéncia de maneira acabada, mas esta sempre sendo construida e reconstruida. Ela pode ser
entendida como uma narrativa aberta, nunca totalmente concluida, ou como uma antologia de
histérias mais ou menos integradas e coerentes acerca da vida de uma pessoa. O carater distintivo
destas narrativas é a sua tendéncia a unidade e a coeréncia” (p. 167). O nosso percurso de vida, que

se expressa na identidade de cada um, nao passaria de um conjunto de experiéncias mais ou menos
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caodticas se nao as enquadrassemos numa estrutura narrativa que as organize num determinado
contexto a partir do qual possamos atribuir-lhes um significado (GONCALVES, 2003). Como Howard
(1991) sintetizou, na cognicao narrativa enfatiza-se o homo fabulus em detrimento do homo scientus.

Quando nos debrugamos sobre a forma como a realidade é construida e partilhada faciimente
constatdmos que em muitas instancias ela se encontra organizada de forma narrativa. Ao nivel
individual os seres humanos estao constantemente a produzir e a partilhar narrativas sobre as suas
vidas uns com os outros (AVRAAMIDOU & OSBORNE, 2009). De facto, € muito comum iniciar uma
conversa com uma pessoa e de imediato a situarmos num plano narrativo. Pode ser algo como “Nem
queiras saber o que me aconteceu hoje!” ou “Conheci ontem uma pessoa que me contou uma historia
interessante sobre ti.”, seguindo-se uma descrigdo de uma ou mais histérias. Podemos igualmente
constatar que no plano social é a organizagdo narrativa que predomina. E o caso, por exemplo, no
ambito religioso, da descricdo da criagdo do mundo que encontramos no Génesis do Velho
Testamento ou das paréabolas de Jesus de Nazaré nos Evangelhos.

Se podemos concluir, pelo menos provisoriamente, que grande parte da cogni¢gdo humana se
estrutura de forma narrativa, convém especificar alguns dos elementos que a definem com o objetivo
de compreender de forma mais aprofundada como ela nos possibilita perceber o mundo em que
habitamos. A narrativa permite, em primeiro lugar, estabelecer a sequencialidade e a temporalidade
de um ou mais acontecimentos (BRUNER, 1997). A experiéncia humana é por vezes confusa e
desorganizada, pelo que se torna necessario dota-la de algum tipo de organizagdo. Quando
contamos histérias sobre nés préprios ou sobre os outros estamos a organizar uma experiéncia numa
determinada sequéncia e a situa-la temporalmente. A narrativa possibilita elencar os eventos de
forma sequencial identificando um inicio, um desenvolvimento e um desfecho. E o enredo que
organiza a narrativa permite, igualmente, situa-la num determinado momento no tempo, mais préximo
ou mais distante.

Uma outra dimensdo essencial para se compreender a narrativa, seja sobre o self ou sobre o
mundo, é que ela ndo se realiza num vacuo social, bem pelo contrario. E por intermédio das
ferramentas que a cultura disponibiliza num determinado tempo histdrico-social que os individuos
produzem as suas histérias. Estas devem ser compreendidas no dmbito de narrativas mais vastas,
histérica e culturalmente situadas, onde se fundam as formas e os processos inerentes a narragao.
De facto, qualquer processo narrativo assenta na linguagem, dispositivo que, por definicdo, €&
socialmente constituido e partilhado. Por outro lado, as narrativas que os individuos produzem sé
fazem sentido se tém alguém a quem sado contadas porque ndo existe uma narrativa sem um
narrador e sem um publico que a escute. Ou seja, por outras palavras, toda a narrativa nao deve ser
vista como um ato puramente individual, mas sim como o resultado de uma produgao discursiva que
a situa num determinado contexto cultural especifico donde ela emerge e na qual adquire um
determinado sentido. Como afirmou Gongalves (2000) a “narrativa cumpre (...) uma dupla fungao (...)
a de organizar simultaneamente a experiéncia individual e a experiéncia social” (p. 55).

E ainda importante sublinhar que as narrativas ndo devem ser necessariamente avaliadas a
partir de critérios de verdade ou falsidade que sao prevalecentes no discurso cientifico que se funda

na cognigcdo paradigmatica, como ja tivemos a oportunidade de referir (BRUNER, 1997). Muitos dos
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mitos fundadores prevalecentes em inimeras culturas sao historicamente falsos, mas nem por isso
deixam de servir como referenciais que organizam a experiéncia humana de determinadas
comunidades. Por outro lado, as narrativas presentes em obras de criagao artistica, como no cinema
ou na literatura, tém muitas vezes um alcance bem mais profundo e duradouro do que histérias que
se fundam em acontecimentos reais. A personagem de D. Quixote criada por Miguel de Cervantes ou
de Hamlet por William Shakespeare, por exemplo, continuam a exercer um fascinio secular apesar de
nao passarem de criagoes literarias e sdo muitas vezes invocadas para compreender determinadas
situagdes com que os seres humanos se confrontam.

Provavelmente a carateristica mais importante da narrativa é que ela possibilita dotar de
significado o mundo que os seres humanos habitam. No campo da psicologia a psicoterapia
existencial sera provavelmente a abordagem que colocou a busca do sentido como a dimensao mais
importante da existéncia humana. Devemos a Viktor Frankl (2012) uma das mais realistas e
dramaticas descricbes dos campos de concentracdo nazis dos quais ele foi um dos sobreviventes.
Mesmo nas condigdes mais extremas onde a esperanca parecia ser completamente absurda, a
sobrevivéncia implicava procurar um sentido num quotidiano marcado por um sofrimento fisico e
psicolégico que nos é dificil compreender. Como Frankl escreveu em O Homem em Busca de um
Sentido: “A busca de sentido por parte do Homem é a motivagcdo essencial da sua vida (...). O
sentido € unico e especifico na medida em que ele tem que ser preenchido, e pode ser preenchido,
somente por ele; sé entdo assume um significado capaz de satisfazer a sua propria vontade de
sentido” (pp. 102-103). A organizagao narrativa da experiéncia implica um processo de significagao,
sempre aberto e sujeito a reformulacdes face a natureza complexa e multifacetada da experiéncia,

sem o qual os seres humanos tém uma enorme dificuldade em habitar o mundo em que vivem.

3. Narrativa, ensino e aprendizagem

No seu sentido mais lato, podemos definir aprendizagem como “uma experiéncia [que] causa
uma mudanga relativamente permanente no comportamento ou conhecimento de um individuo”
(WOOLFOLK, HUGHES & WALKUP, 2008, p. 244). Podemos distinguir trés grandes abordagens
psicolégicas sobre a aprendizagem: as comportamentais, centradas nos processos através dos quais
determinados estimulos do meio reforcam ou punem comportamentos; as cognitivistas, que
privilegiam variaveis psicoldgicas internas que codificam, transformam e armazenam informacgéo; e as
construtivistas, que sustentam que o conhecimento implica um processo de construgdo no qual o
individuo, de forma ativa e em interagdo permanente com o meio, desenvolve estruturas psicologicas
gradualmente mais complexas a partir das quais atribui um significado a realidade. A utilizagdo de
histérias no contexto educativo possibilita que os alunos se envolvam num processo de construgéo de
significados que pode ser interpretado como uma estratégia construtivista ao nivel do ensino e da
aprendizagem (AVRAAMIDOU & OSBORNE, 2009; SZURMAK & THUNA, 2013).

Uma abordagem pedagégica que recorre a narrativas como forma de facilitar aprendizagens
duradouras e significativas por parte dos estudantes apresenta varias carateristicas que devem ser

realcadas. Em primeiro lugar, possibilita ancorar conceitos abstratos em casos concretos e mais
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imediatos facilitando, desta forma, a ligagdo entre a teoria e a pratica (Koenig & Zorn, 2002; Santos,
2017; Szurmak & Thuna, 2013). Por outro lado, a utilizagdo de histérias fornece uma contextualizagao
ao providenciar o enquadramento a partir do qual o novo conhecimento pode ser integrado em
esquemas psicolégicos que os individuos ja possuem, aumentando a sua capacidade de
compreensao e de retencdo (AVRAAMIDOU & OSBORNE, 2009; MILLER & WOZNIAK, 2015;
Santos, 2017). Uma outra carateristica particularmente relevante prende-se com a dimensao
emocional que as narrativas possibilitam (MILLER & WOZNIAK, 2015). Embora estejamos ainda
longe de perceber em toda a sua complexidade a relagdo entre emocgbes e aprendizagem
(HASCHER, 2010), é razoavel pressupor que a ressonancia emocional de uma narrativa
desempenha um papel importante na compreensdo de material novo com que os alunos se
confrontam. Por fim, as histérias permitem um meio privilegiado de conhecer o mundo de outras
pessoas, principalmente quando o registo narrativo se situa numa dimensao biografica, possibilitando
contrastar modos de analise e de agcdo de uma ou mais personagens com a pessoa que escuta a
narrativa (CHAN, 2012).

As estratégias especificas que recorrem as narrativas no contexto do ensino sdo demasiado
diversas e numerosas para serem objeto de uma descrigdo sistematica e exaustiva no ambito dos
limites do presente texto, pelo que nos limitaremos a descrever alguns estudos que consideramos
representativos do ensino narrativo. Deveremos sublinhar, contudo, que defender uma abordagem
narrativa ndo implica, como devera ser 6bvio, abandonar outras estratégias pedagdgicas que os
professores ja utilizam comummente nas suas aulas, mas sim complementa-las (AVRAAMIDOU &
OSBORNE, 2009).

A utilizacao de estratégias narrativas que se baseiam em obras de cariz artistico, ao nivel da
literatura ou do cinema, s6 para referir estes dois dominios, pode constituir um relevante recurso
didatico suscetivel de ser mobilizado para potenciar aprendizagens significativas por parte dos
alunos. Reigada (2016), por exemplo, descreveu de que forma utilizou um filme baseado em
acontecimentos reais ocorridos no decurso da Guerra Fria com o objetivo de diversificar as fontes a
partir das quais uma determinada unidade didatica foi lecionada com uma amostra de alunos de
Histéria do 3° ciclo do ensino basico. Nas suas palavras, “uma das principais potencialidades do filme
consiste exatamente na eventualidade dele desenvolver um conjunto de atividades ligadas a
capacidade de comunicagéao escrita e oral. Se a este facto juntarmos a possibilidade de utilizar o filme
com outras fontes, nomeadamente escritas, graficas ou iconograficas, estamos ndo sé a dinamizar o
filme enquanto recurso, mas também a proceder a uma diversificagao de estratégias que contribuem
para um importante enriquecimento interpretativo que se manifestara numa maior capacidade
argumentativa” (p. 85). No estudo de caso descrito pelo autor foi possivel constatar um desempenho
académico superior nas turmas em que o filme foi exibido e explorado do que nas turmas em foram
utilizados somente os recursos didaticos tradicionais.

Com o objetivo de avaliar a utilizagdo de narrativas como recurso pedagdgico para ensinar a
teoria da selecao natural em turmas do ensino secundario, Prins, Avraamidou e Goedhart (2017)
recorreram a dois grupos de estudantes. Em ambos os grupos foi utilizado um texto em formato

narrativo para explicar as carateristicas da sele¢cao natural. A intervengao implicou uma primeira aula
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em que o texto em formato narrativo foi explorado, seguindo-se a aplicagdao de um questionario para
avaliar diversas dimensdes do conhecimento adquirido e, num ultimo momento, um periodo de
discussdo sobre o tema da seleg¢édo natural. Uma semana depois os estudantes foram novamente
avaliados com o mesmo questionario com o objetivo de testar o processo de memorizagdo dos
conteldos abordados. A investigacdo, incluiu, igualmente a observagdo das aulas pelos
investigadores, uma entrevista aos professores e varias entrevistas a alunos. Os resultados
revelaram que o formato narrativo possibilitou uma elevada percentagem de informagao correta
memorizada e, para a maioria dos alunos, constituiu uma experiéncia educativa enriquecedora, leitura
corroborada pela opinido dos professores envolvidos na investigagdo. Segundo os autores os
“estudantes consideram mais facil memorizar esquemas cognitivos familiares de conteddo e formato
narrativo do que memorizar géneros discursivos tradicionais, como textos expositivos e
argumentativos” (p. 32).

A utilizagédo de estratégias narrativas autobiograficas pode constituir um recurso poderoso que
possibilita uma reflexao aprofundada sobre um determinado percurso de vida. No dmbito de cursos
de formacéo inicial de professores Reeves (2013) propds aos seus alunos a realizagdo de um
portefdlio digital, com a inclusdo de pelo menos dez imagens diferentes e uma narragcéo audio, que
ilustrasse a influéncia da cultura onde foram criados no seu processo de construgao identitario. Como
ponto de partida a professora disponibilizava o seu préprio portefélio, o que facilitava a criagdo de um
clima relacional de confianga para os estudantes partilharem com a docente e com os seus colegas
reflexdes sobre o seu percurso de vida que possivelmente nao revelariam noutras circunstancias.
Esta tarefa, apesar de ter um objetivo definido, ndo prescrevia um processo sequencial bem
estruturado e organizado, o que obrigava os alunos a lidar com sentimentos de ansiedade e mesmo
de resisténcia que tinham que ser ultrapassados para que fosse possivel encontrar um sentido de
autoria nos trabalhos que produziram. Embora a autora nao tivesse utilizado um procedimento formal
para avaliar o impacto da utilizagdo de portefélios na aprendizagem dos alunos, ela concluiu que as
suas reflexdes possibilitaram uma compreensdo mais aprofundada da diversidade cultural e do papel
desempenhado pela cultura no processo de constru¢ao da identidade dos estudantes.

Uma outra investigacao realizada por com alunos do 9° e do 10° anos procurou avaliar o
impacto da utilizagdo de narrativas biogréaficas de trés cientistas famosos, Albert Einstein, Marie Curie
e Michael Faraday, na sua motivagao e realizacdo académicas (LIN-SIEGLER, AHN, CHEN, FANG &
LUNA-LUCERO, 2016). As narrativas utilizadas no estudo, num total de nove, pertenciam a trés
categorias distintas: histérias que descreviam os feitos cientificos alcangados pelos cientistas,
histérias que se centravam nas dificuldades de natureza intelectual que tiveram que ultrapassar e,
finalmente, histérias relacionadas com as dificuldades ao nivel das suas vidas pessoais. Os
resultados deste estudo permitiram concluir que as narrativas que abordavam as dificuldades
intelectuais e pessoais dos trés cientistas tiveram um impacto positivo ao nivel da realizagao
académica e da motivagdo dos alunos, principalmente junto do grupo de estudantes de menor
rendimento. Os sujeitos da amostra identificaram-se mais com as personagens escolhidas quando as
histérias se centravam nos obstaculos que tiveram que ultrapassar do que nas descobertas cientificas
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que os tornaram famosos, provavelmente porque desta forma é mais facil encontrar paralelismos

entre os dois tipos de percursos biograficos.

4. Conclusao

No presente texto procurei demonstrar como a utilizagdo de narrativas constitui um meio
poderoso que pode ser utilizado ao nivel do ensino como uma estratégia suscetivel de promover
aprendizagens significativas e duradouras. A partir da proposta de Bruner (1986, 1990), que defende
que a cognigdo narrativa desempenha um papel central no processo como os seres humanos
procuram compreender o mundo em que habitam, sustentei que uma pedagogia narrativa possibilita
um espacgo de co(construgdo) de significados) sobre diferentes conteudos que sdo abordados nas
diversas disciplinas do curriculo.

Nao pretendo defender, como ja sublinhei, que a utilizagdo de estratégias narrativas na
educacéao possa configurar-se como a solucdo para os problemas do ensino e da aprendizagem com
que as escolas dos nossos dias se debatem, mas tdo s6 como uma abordagem que pode ser
explorada, de formas muito diversas, para atingir objetivos educacionalmente relevantes. Justifica-se
prosseguir a investigacdo neste dominio com o objetivo de identificar e mapear os processos
especificos do ensino narrativo que se encontram associados a melhores resultados ao nivel das
aprendizagens dos estudantes, uma area ainda pouco explorada ao nivel da investigacéo
educacional.
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Abstract

The geography training of the countries in the secondary school opens a new page of the regulatory framework
for the 2018/2019 school year, in which a new curriculum will be constructed. Knowledge of the geographical
regions, their countries and typical representative countries for a given region, the tracking of the complex
influence of natural, historical, economic, demographic and political factors for the formation of the regions, their
differentiation in Europe, Asia, America, Africa, Australia and Oceania, and assessing the importance of countries
by region for forecasting the development of geographic regions is one of the current and modern geographical
tendency - regionalization.

The transition from the traditional accumulation of knowledge to the problematic development of the learning
process aims at revealing and discussing the territorial manifestation of the problems of each region and country
or group of countries, with outlining the specific problems and explaining the causes of the emergence.

A system idea is built for an action approach at several levels of formation: general theoretical idea; structure;
functions. In the theoretical and practical aspects are search for variants for construction models, techniques and
technologies for the control of studying geography on countries.

The aim of the current research is formation of conceptual and situational analysis of the training for the countries
on the new curriculum, to identify and provide acquired educational traditions to regional geography under the
new conditions, as well as revealing and presenting of the innovations in the new curriculum for the 9th grade
covering the study of the countries.

The methods of the research are conceptual analysis, situational analysis, comparative analysis, synthesis and
summarization, interpretation method, causal investigation, etc.

The main results are: a sharp contrast in the number and content of the active verbs on one level - curriculum; the
new curriculum contains only the main aim; the structural model of the curriculum impersonates with a specific,
which is non - traditional for the Bulgarian geographic education as a tradition in the curriculum preparation fill
now; Learning content by themes is not defined by cores, standards, and themes, but is composed by themes,
competences such as expected training results and new concepts; traditionally, there is the requirement of an
algorithm/rule in the curriculum for region and country characterization; the innovative moment in country
characterization is given by specific examples of countries characterization - 10 countries are proposed for study;
changing the learning and communication environment in which environment should be given more space for the
interaction; Geography training of countries in the first level of high school is configured to support the
knowledges, skills and attitudes of V, VI and VII grade and other.

Keywords : curriculum, geography school education, Geography of countries, traditions and innovations.

Resumo

Ao nivel do ensino médio, no ano letivo de 2018/2019, abre-se um novo marco no que diz respeito ao ensino da
Geografia, ja que se configurou um novo curriculo. O conhecimento das regides geograficas dos respetivos
paises a que acresce o0 estudo dos paises representativos de uma determinada regido, a compreensao da
influéncia complexa de fatores naturais, histéricos, econémicos, demograficos e politicos para a formagéo das
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regides e sua diferenciacdo na Europa, Asia, América, Africa, Australia e Oceania, sdo imprescindiveis, pois s6
avaliando a importancia dos paises por regido e se conseguira fazer a previsdo do desenvolvimento das regides
geograficas, uma das tendéncias geograficas atual e moderna - a regionalizago.

A transicdo da tradicional acumulagdo de conhecimento para um processo de aprendizagem das problematicas,
tem como objetivo revelar e discutir a manifestacéo territorial dos problemas de cada regido e pais, ou de um
grupo de paises, delineando as debilidades especificas e explicando as causas do seu surgimento.

Uma ideia de sistema é construida para uma abordagem ativa em varios niveis de formacao: ideia tedrica geral;
estrutura; fungbes. Nos aspetos tedricos e praticos, buscam-se variantes para modelos de construcéo, técnicas e
tecnologias para o controle do estudo da geografia nos paises.

Palavras-chave : curriculo, educagéo escolar de geografia, Geografia de paises, tradigdes e inovagdes.

1. Regional projections of the new curriculum - Educational reform and
school geography

-Knowledge by itself is power”

Francis Bacon

Geography and economics ftraining in the Bulgarian school is an important aspect of
understanding our place in the world as well and how people interact with each other and their
environment. School education is a bearer of knowledge and strength with a specific educational and
social shade that creates the future of every nation. School geographic education increases the
tolerance and cultural understanding, interaction and interdependence, equality and fairness at
different levels - locally, regionally and globally. The educational vector for students is aimed at
expansion the opportunity to develop socio-economic, socio-cultural and environmental values, to
continue the formation of rational models of behavior in geographic space through geographical
training to create people with a broad geographic culture for the political and socio-economical
organization of society, the regions in the world and the countries in them.

Knowledge of the geographical regions, their countries and typical representative countries for a
given region, the tracking of the complex influence of natural, historical, economic, demographic and
political factors for the formation of the regions, their differentiation in Europe, Asia, America, Africa,
Australia and Oceania, and assessing the importance of countries by region for forecasting the
development of geographic regions is one of the current and modern geographical tendency -
regionalization. The regional projection of the new curriculum is expanded to geographically identifying
and naming the world's regions, characterizing regions and selected countries as a rule with the help
of information technology. Through the training for countries are applied and other modern geographic
trends - economics, sociology, humanization, ecology and etc. The learning content of the training in
the Bulgarian school on geography of the countries reflects the current trends in the development of
the geography.

The geography training of the countries in the secondary school opens a new page of the

regulatory framework for the 2018/2019 school year, in which a new curriculum is constructed.
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2. Traditions and Innovations in the training on “Geography of countries”
under a regulatory framework

According to the framework learning plan, the geography training in the IX-th grade has an
annual workload of 36 or 72 teaching hours and the regional part is localized in both cases at the end
of the training as the last section. The new realities and normative changes, as well as the introduction
of a new law for education, teaching plans and curricula, generalize a new learning environment,
objects and subjects, processes and phenomena.

The training in geography of the countries in IX-th grade on the new curriculum, which is a
compulsory operational document, shows the traditions and innovations in the training for the

countries.

2.1. Structural model of the curriculum

The structural model of the curriculum impersonates with a specific, which is non - traditional for
the Bulgarian geographic education as a tradition in the curriculum preparation till now. The IX-th
grade curriculum is the winner of an innovative structure reworked in line with the European reference
educational framework and the requirements of international documents covering the school
geography education and the geography training. Traditional segments of the curriculum are the main
aim, the learning content of topics, competencies such as expected training results and new concepts;
specific methods and forms for assessing students' achievements; context and activities; opportunities
for interdisciplinary links. Innovative segments of the new curriculum are: expected training results to
achieve general education preparation at the end of the class; the recommended percentage
distribution of compulsory school hours (further details); activities to acquire key competences;
interdisciplinary links on key competences.

Part of the traditional segments also present in the new curriculum with an updated reading and
a new evolved form transformed from the requirements of the European reference educational
framework and the international operative documents (European Communities, 2008).

Traditionally, in the geographic curricula of the geography at general curriculum present the
main purpose of the training, while the purposes of geography and economics training are presented
separately. The new curriculum contains only the main aim, which is ,aimed at acquiring key
competences by mastering the knowledges, skills and attitudes related to the political and socio -
economic organization of society, the regions of the world and the countries in them”. (UCHEBNA
PROGRAMA, 2017, p. 1).

2.2. The State Educational Standard and Curriculum

An innovative segment of the new curriculum on geography and economy is the content of the
expected training results to achieve general education preparation at the end of the class. The State

Educational Standard (DOS) in geography and economics for the middle (secondary) stage of the first
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high school level was fully transferred and transformed into the curriculum for the IX-th grade in terms

of training for countries in the section Geography of continents and countries (Figure 1).

I

Describes the regional sharinng of the world:
names the sharing attribute
GEOGRAPHY OF and determines the geographic location
THE SOCIETY of the respective regions

Demonstrates knowledges about political
changes in the continents; knows the activity
: of international organizations and assess their meaning

|

GEOGRAPHY OF

CONTINENTS AND Characterize by algorithm specific
COUNTRIES features of the regions in the world

Commentes on the features of the natural,
demographic and economic shape
GEOGRAPHICAL of countries typical representers of regions in the world

INFORMATION
STATE EDUCATIONAL CURRICULUM IN
STANDARD GEOGRAPHY AND
ECONOMICS - IX CLASS

I

Figure 1 - Transfer of the expected training results to achieve the general education preparation at the end of the

class by DOS and curriculum

Source: Uchebna programa po geografiya | ikonomika za IX klas (2017), Naredba Ne 5 ot 30.11.2015 g. za
obshtoobrazovatelnata podgotovka, (2015)

The presence of the expected results by state standard and curriculum in one normative
document is an opportunity to reveal the peculiarities of the educational process in geography and to
increase the quality and effectiveness of the training, to compare and juxtapose the minimum
requirements in standard and curriculum, to follow the educational strategy for development of
secondary education.

An interesting moment of transferring the expected results for knowledges, skills and attitudes
from the DOS and their presence in the theme geography of the continents and countries in the
curriculum is to the competencies as the expected result of the training on the learning content in the
curriculum. We identify a sharp contrast in the number and content of the active verbs on one level -
curriculum. At the end of the training, 4 expected results are obtained, but with the presence of 8
active verbs for the realization of the results. On theme 2, three active verbs were applied to the total
of 4 expected results, with only two are carry of the expected results at the end of the class - named
and characterized. Strongly reduced is the proposed for the last high school class of the compulsory
preparation on geography a poly - variety of active verbs for the achievement of the expected results
on regional geography which do not have its methodical - didactical justification (Figure 2).
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-- —~
. . L . “Names the regions in the world on geographical sign
))escnbeg the'reglonal dlvlslc_)n of the world: : _(Europe, Asia, North and South America,
names the shanr}g sign and dgtermmes the geographical Africa, Australia and Oceania)
location of the regions concerned _ __ . - — - - =
-7 “a
Demonstrates knowledges about political changes Characterizes the European region on rule:
in the continents; knows the wok ofinternatiomat - -~ — . _ geographical location, natural environment,
organizatigis and assesses their meaning T . population, economy, specific problems
/ - > - .
Characterizes by algorithm specific features Characterizes the selected countries
of the regions in the world (Germany, France, Russia) on rule: geographic location,

natural environment, population, economy and cities
Comments on the features of the natural,
demographic and economic appearance of countries, Presents the geographical characteristics
typical representatives of regions in the world. of optional European countries,
incl. with the help of information technologies

Figure 2 - Transforming the expected results at the end of the class and by the theme from learning content of the

curriculum

Source: Uchebna programa po geografiya | ikonomika za IX klas (2017)

2.3. Curriculum of Geography and economy 9th grade

Learning content by themes is not defined by cores, standards, and themes, but is composed
by themes, competences such as expected training results and new concepts. As an innovative
moment in the curriculum in learning countries, we define the learning content, which is decomposed
into three components - topics, competences such as expected training results and new concepts.

Of total two themes in the curricula, the second covers regional geography with the name -
Geography of continents and countries, which includes two subtopics. The title of the main theme
differs from the previous one in the curriculum (until 2018) - Geographical regions in the world and
countries in them, but it is preserved and with presence of the main aim of presenting the new
curriculum. The tradition of the fourth period in the development of school geography after 1989 for the
study of regional geography on continents and countries, and not of regions and countries that have a
radically different contentious - spatial idea and a trans - territorial foreshortening of learning, has been

preserved.
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The themes in the new curricula are reduced to 2 with extremely overlapping of competencies
as expected training results for the two subtopics - limited to the three active verbs - naming,
characterizing and presenting (DRAGANOVA, 2018, p. 33). For comparison, in the previous
curriculum there are a total of 16 active verbs on the five core themes - Geographic regions of the
world and countries in them. The themes in the new curriculum, compared to the previous curriculum
in which they are 5, are extremely reduced in number but with a regional - territorial and inductive -
deductive approach of presence.

By competences as the expected training results for the two sub - topics is defined imperative
approach of studying the countries by regions — regional - territorial and system - typological
approach. There is an obvious preserved educational tradition of school geographic education in the
approaches of studying the countries in the new realities.

The innovative moment in country characterization is given by specific examples of countries
characterization - 10 countries are proposed for study: Europe - Germany, France and Russia; Asia -
Japan, China, India; North and South America - USA and Brazil; Africa - the Republic of South Africa;
Australia and Oceania - Australian Union (UCHEBNA PROGRAMA, 2017, p. 6). The educational
tradition of studying a selected country or countries as typical representatives of the studied region is
preserved.

Traditionally, there is the requirement of an algorithm/rule in the curriculum for region and
country characterization. Unlike the previous curriculum, which does not contain the algorithm itself,
the new program has innovative changed the name - rule and contains clearly sequenced steps to
characterize region and country. The two rules differ in the last step of a total of 5 steps -
characterization of the specific problems of the region and characterization of the cities
(DRAGANOVA, T., 2018, pp. 32-33). Both rules for region and country characterization are traditional
geographic algorithms, which are also preserved in the new educational realities of school geography.

The curriculum specificity is the third component of the curriculum - new concepts in which we
identify 3 new concepts that are not directly relevant to country learning but are responsive to training
for regional organizations that is part of the same theme 2, in the second subtheme. The presence of
concepts such as number and type, content and separation on the two themes of the curriculum is a
necessity because the concepts are one of the most important components of the theoretical - content
side of geographic knowledge. As a result of their reasoned presence in the curriculum, they may lead
to an increase in the scientific - theoretical level of geography training. The minimum number of
concepts presented in the curriculum is not substantiated, and they are considered as abbreviations of
international organizations for the full coverage of competences as the expected results of the training
on sub - theme 2.

An innovative segment of the curriculum is the presentation of the recommended percentage
distribution of compulsory school hours and further details of the school subject geography and
economics. The recommended framework for the allocation the school hours for the school year at the
same time provides teacher's didactic freedom to achieve the expected curriculum results, geographic
literacy and culture formation, and behavioral models in IX-th grade training. In the context of the

percentage distribution of learning countries, more attention is paid to the lessons of new knowledges,
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but minimum of other types of lessons, with some of them are not even having a presence on theme 2
in this percentage distribution.

The specific methods and forms of assessing student achievements, de facto, is a traditionally
present segment in curricula, but de jure with radically different content in the new geography
curricula. An innovative moment is the presence of a ratio in the formation of a term and an annual
assessment, which is tabulated presented as a percentage between current assessments, evaluations
from control work and estimates from other participations. Innovative are the forms of work and
assessment - group work, housework and etc., as well as the traditional - oral and written tests, work
in class and etc.

The combined application of traditional and interactive methods is part of the overall conceptual
framework of the curriculum, with a strong presence of interactive methods in learning content, such
as expected learning results, key competency acquisition activities, and interdisciplinary links.
Innovativeness has been brought to the new realities with the application of interactive methods and
training techniques such as research method, problem and project method, methods of analysis -
intellectual map and others.

An innovative moment in the curriculum is its integration with the European reference
educational framework (European Communities, 2008) and the requirements for the geography
training of the international documents. In an innovative European context, there are also extensive
activities for acquire 6 of the key competences. Activities are configured on key competencies through
B. Bloom's active taxonomy verbs. All the activities described are applicable in countries training and
provoke interaction, application of skills and habits and all activities are aimed to the direct use of
geographic knowledges in the practice. An example of such activities are:

= ,generating and interpretation of geographic and economic information from various sources

- work with documents, work with statistical materials, compound a plan - conspectus and
etc .

= using electronic based information sources for searching, collecting, interpreting, presenting

and exchanging specific geographic and economic information;

= using information technologies to create and present products from a specific task;

= expressing an opinion and commenting on geographic questions, study/science -

popular/documentary films;

= discussing geographic problems and offering ways to solve them, as well as solving case

studies and argumentation for solutions;

= working with all elements of the textbook, working in a team;

= assessing the meaning of objects, processes, phenomena,;

= comparing, differentiating, referencing, grouping, classifying, characterizing, analyzing,

commenting on geographic objects, processes and phenomena;

= making generalized conclusions;

= reading a geographic map and analyzing different types of graphics, diagrams and other

graphical images, and drawing schemes, tables, maps, etc., as well as identifying and
locating geographic objects on the map.” (UCHEBNA PROGRAMA, 2017, p. 8)
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In traditional and innovative plan presence has interdisciplinary links but with a different number,
conceptual - idea and competency basis, in line with the European reference educational framework,
the Law for pre - school and school education (ZPUO), the DOS and the learning framework plans and
curricula. As an innovative moment of view, the interdisciplinary connections between the nine key
competences, with specific examples and the name of the school subject matter of general education
preparation, are outlined (ZAKON, 2015). Of the 20 general education school subjects under the
ZPUO and Regulation No. 5/30.11.2015, outside of the school subject of geography and economics,
the horizontal dispersion is directed to 11 school subjects for 1 school subject (history) from the

curriculum until 2018 (Figure 3).
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Figure 3 - Graphic organizer for the horizontal links on key competences by curriculum

Source: Uchebna programa po geografiya | ikonomika za IX klas (2017)

2.4. The horizontal (interdisciplinary) links in Curriculum

The horizontal links outlined in the curriculum are based on 9 key competences, with the
repeatability of some of the school subjects but with a different content and behavioral aspect in the
formulation, specification and operationalization by taxonomy of the active verbs and activities. The
school subject Bulgarian language and literature is applied to key competences 1, 5, 6 and 8, with a
repeatability of 5 times in total, with specific activities and activity - uses, expresses, selects,

compares, formulates, enriches, develops, assesses, listens, forms.
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The foreign language is based on key competences 2, 5 and 8 as an opportunity to use
knowledges and develop a ,foreign language culture in the process of exploring additional geographic
information” (UCHEBNA PROGRAMA, 2017, p. 9) as well as expanding and deepening the
intercultural competences, and the formation of single concepts for cultural and historical landmarks in
different regions. Applicability is relevant and present in characterizing a selected country as a rule:
geographical location, natural environment, population, economy and cities.

The school subject Biology and health education is referenced as a horizontal connection on
key competencies 3, 7 and 9. The construction of horizontal linkage is consolidated on deepening the
knowledges about the ecological factor and the enrichment of the ecological culture in the process of
realizing the connections between nature - society - economic activity, as well as the necessity to
preserve and support the environmental activities of the different territorial - spatial units - continent,
region, country, group of countries.

The Information technology school subject is applied on key competences 4, 5 and 6, with a
total repeatability of 4 times, with a defined explicit presence in the curriculum for theme 2 and the two
sub - themes in presenting the geographic characteristics of countries from a selected region by
optional using the information technologies.

The school subject of Technology and entrepreneurship is related to key competences 6 and 7,
which horizontally links and develops ,teamwork skills, solving and rationally argumentation of case
studies related to the development and localization of economic activity” (UJCHEBNA PROGRAMA,
2017, p. 9, p. 10), as well as with economic concepts and basic principles of economic integration in
the study of the countries.

The following subjects have a single presence in the curriculum, but not in the teaching process
of geography, with an example of a horizontal connection: Mathematics, Chemistry and environmental
protection, Physics and astronomy, Philosophy, History and civilization, and Art.

All indicated interdisciplinary links outlined in the curriculum are explicitly and implicitly relevant
to the content context of the training for the countries. The collaboration of the horizontal links in the
countries' geography training is encoded by the aims and principles of education through the DOS and
the curricula, and their methodical - didactic spiraling and absorption of the systematic geographic
knowledge in the Bulgarian school, with a clear synchronization of the processes of training,

upbringing and socialization.

2.5. The vertical (intradisciplinary) links in Curriculum

Geography training of countries in the first level of high school is configured to support the
knowledges, skills and attitudes of V, VI and VIl grade which are expanded and deepened by vertical
links for the theme Geography of the continents and the countries. Traditionally, the mixed curriculum
model has been preserved and saved in the construction of the curriculum. The tradition of stepwise
formation of geographic culture, ,skills building, the development of cognitive abilities and active

values attitudes” has been preserved, with the unchanging presence in the normative framework of
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the complex and systemic approach (DERMENDZHIEVA, Stela, SABEVA, Petya, DIMITROVA,
Boyanka, 2010).

An innovative training line, supported by the new normative basis, is aimed at turning the theory
into a various practical dimensions. The transition from the traditional accumulation of knowledges to
the problematic development of the learning process aims at revealing and discussing the territorial
manifestation of the problems of each region and country or group of countries, outlining the specific
problems and explaining the reasons of the emergence. The change encompasses the didactic
flatness of transition and strengthening the productivity in geography training of the countries.

An innovative moment, as a social order of the post industrial society, is education, which
develops in parallel with the development and application of information and communication
technologies (ICT) in the learning process. In the training for the countries is explicitly present in
information technologies in theme 2 of the curriculum when presenting the geographical
characteristics of countries in a given region. By applying ICT in training for the countries, achieves the
development and improvement of ICT skills and, on the other hand, the assimilation of skills for use
and application of ICT in training, daily life and realization of the policy for learning throughout life and
access to information.

In the whole learning process, in the study of the countries, the students from the V-th grade to
the IX-th grade assimilate the basis of the systematic geographic knowledge based on the conceptual
idea of the final training results, which includes theoretical (theories, laws, principles, basic concepts)
and methodological (way of activity) knowledges and skills of the curriculum before 2018. In the new
curriculum and normative changes are proposed in the new conceptual framework which is more
advanced, comprehensive and with clearly defined components of the content - procedural aspects.

The basis of systematic geographic knowledge includes two basic components of the
geographic competence - meaningful and procedural (Figure 4). Each of them includes a system of
knowledges, skills and attitudes that are decomposed from their side into elements that are bearers of
the objective truth in geographic science and the scientific knowledge imported to the school
geography. The educational perception of the synthesis of geographic knowledges, skills and habits,
as well as models of behavior are also in the basis of training for countries with aim studying the
geographical reality and personal perception of students and to interpret the reality and spatial
organization of the society.

In order to reach the perception of the geographical environment and the formation of objective
ideas it is important to form knowledges about the system of facts and volume of geographic
nomenclature which will discover the possibility of following development of the geographical culture.
Subject knowledges of geographical facts and geographic nomenclature are a means of clarifying the
scientific hypotheses and theories, of discovering the causative - investigation connections and laws
through applying specialized geographic terminology - or knowing and using geographic concepts.
Empirical and theoretical geographic knowledges are the substantive and basic aspect of the
geographic competence of modern person who can make an objective and up-to-date interpretation

and assessment of the perception.
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Figure 4 - Graphic organizer of content - procedural components of the geographic competence (Dermendzhieva,
Stela, Sabeva Petya, 2018, p. 9).

Source: Dermendzhieva, Stela, Sabeva Petya. Kniga za uchitelya po geografiya i ikonomika. S., Prosveta, 2018.

The procedural aspect of geographic competence in terms of shaping models of behavior is a
new innovative segment of the operational documents and a requirement for global trends in school
geography training which is expression and reflection, continuation and natural expression of the unity
of geographic knowledge, skills and habits for the geographic understanding of the world.

Innovative segment of training for countries with an advanced basis of traditional values is also
the specific geography and economy aims for the first level high school of DOS in the area of the
formation of values: interest in geographic knowledge; worldview of the system of nature - society -
economy; environmental protection; responsibility, tolerance and respect to the cultural diversity from
the position of citizens of Bulgaria, Europe and the world (NAREDBA Ne 5, 2015, p. 73).

A new didactic foreshortening to DOC geography training is to continue the formation of skills by
areas of competence - geographic information: receiving the information from different sources;
interpretation and presenting the information; generating the geographic information. (NAREDBA Ne 5,
2015, p. 73).

3. Conclusions

Changing the learning and communicating environment, changing educational realities, under
influence of the information society and its requirements, also leads to changes in the learning process
of geography, changes in the school environment, relationships between students and teacher.
Country training provokes interest in geographic science and knowledge, but the teacher is in the role
of a collaborator, partner and facilitator in the learning process in which there is a redirection of the

cognitive line from knowledge for... - to the knowledge of how... In modern training the roles of the two
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subjects changes, focusing on the interests, needs, motivation and activity of the students - the
student is at the center of the training. (DERMENDZHIEVA, S. i dr., 2010, 54)

Enhancing the role of traditions and innovations in learning the countries in the new
educational realities is aimed at changing the learning and communication environment in which
environment should be given more space for the interaction. Essential for the efficiency of the learning
process and the formation of an objective picture of the world is the organization of the training
process using a variety of interactive methods, techniques and forms of work combined with traditional
methods.

The penetration of modern techniques of teaching and learning, the penetration of modern ICT
into the learning process, the globalization of the world, and the complication of human and social

problems impose new, modern training methods.
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Abstract

The report regards the villages in Bulgaria as a place for conducting geographic field studies and research for
geography students of the Shumen University, Bulgaria. The basic terrain methods, the purpose and the main
parameters studied, have been indicated. The depopulating villages are the main research target of such field
trips, given the threat of oblivion of the settlements’ stories, the personal impressions of the local elderly
population and the fading of the family memory in those locations. The most endangered elements of the local
lifestyle (customs, architecture, migration processes and social activities) have been outlined in the report.

The main results of actual settlement research in various rural areas of Bulgaria have been described. The main
findings show that demographic aging is a ubiquitous process; there is a risk of oblivion of customs that once
used to be important to the local people and, in this sense, of "impoverishment" of the Bulgarian ethnographic
memory and literature. Pressing problematic topics such as the closure of schools have been discussed in the
report, while in the same time larger villages have been given as a positive example. Last, but not least, the role
of such studies for the practical training of geography students, as well as the fostering of their patriotic spirit, their
experience in planning and conducting their own studies in the process of professional realization, have also been
taken into account.

Key words: rural areas, field studies, research, depopulation

Resumo

O artigo considera as aldeias na Bulgaria como um local de exceléncia para a realizagdo de estudos de campo
geografico e de pesquisa para estudantes de geografia da Universidade de Shumen, Bulgaria. Os métodos
esséncias de trabalho de terreno, a finalidade e os principais parametros estudados, estdo aqui indicados. As
aldeias despovoadas sdo o principal alvo de pesquisa de tais visitas de campo, dada a ameaca de esquecimento
das histérias dos povoados, as impressdes e conhecimentos pessoais da populagdo idosa local e o
desaparecimento da memoaria familiar nesses locais. Os elementos mais ameacados do estilo de vida local
(costumes, arquitetura, processos migratorios e atividades sociais) foram delineados no relatério.

Os principais resultados da pesquisa mas aldeias em varias areas rurais da Bulgaria foram descritos. Os
principais resultados mostram que o envelhecimento demografico € um processo omnipresente; ha um risco de
esquecimento dos costumes que outrora eram importantes para a populagdo local e, nesse sentido, do
"empobrecimento” da memdria etnografica e da literatura bulgaras. A insisténcia em temas problematicos como o
fechamento de escolas, é discutida neste artigo, a0 mesmo tempo que aldeias de maiores dimensdes sdo
apresentadas como exemplo positivo. Por Ultimo, mas ndo menos importante, também foram levados em
consideracdo o papel desses estudos para a formacgéo pratica de estudantes de geografia, bem como para a
promocao do seu espirito patridtico, da sua experiéncia no planeamento e na condugdo dos seus proprios
estudos tendo em vista a sua realizagao profissional.

Palavras-chave: areas rurais, estudos de campo, pesquisa, despovoamento
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1. Introduction

Field trips in human geography are divided into separate categories depending on the criteria
used. In essence, these are "on-the-spot" trainings that help firming up newly acquired knowledge,
extending its stability, as well as acquiring new skills and competencies. All that predetermines the
methods used, the objectives, the region and the specific locations to be visited during the field trip.

Depending on their purpose, field trips in human geography can be:

» Complex field trips - studying, observing and analyzing the territory, applying mostly the
system and the complex approach;

» Thematic field trips - studying, observing and analyzing a specific business activity (industry,
sector — e.g. power production, tourism, etc.) in a given area.

The complex field trip in human geography is the final stage in the system of geography field
trips. For its successful implementation students apply knowledge and skills from all previously
conducted field trips. Like all other field trips, the complex field trip is conducted in three stages:
preparatory, field research and desk research stage. The emphasis, however, is on the capability of
the participants (university and high school students) to select and analyze geographical information
about the complex study of the region (statistics, cartographic materials, aerospace photographs,
Internet resources, specific bibliographic database of published literature, etc.). The field stage is
usually the longest. Students acquire a comprehensive geographical image of the studied area on the
basis of personal impressions — starting from the settlements, their inhabitants, the economic
specialization of the region, as well as the potentially existing environmental, demographic or socio-
economic problems in the studied area.

The execution of a complex field trip in human geography, regardless of the participants,
emphasizes on the complex approach and is expected to form the following competencies in the
participants (MIHAYLOVA, PIYASHOVA, PUHOVA, 2012):

- ability to indicate interrelations between the natural, the economic and the social components
of the geographical complexes at various territorial levels.

- tolerant perception of the cultural and national traditions, customs and ways of living of the
different population groups in different ethno-confessional regions;

- ability to use methods of regional analysis in solving the problems of the territorial units;

- ability to predict socio-economic processes.

The complex field trip is involves a number of methodological and methodical specific features,
which are needed for geography students and future geography teachers. For this reason, this paper
presents an exemplary field trip with a parallel examination of the participants’ acquisition of practical
skills, the specific activities for the field trip realization, as well as the delineation of an exemplary field
trip route. A constant relation is sought between the field trip itinerary and the formation of the above-
mentioned skills and competencies which the participants are expected to acquire.

According to the earlier mentioned authors (2012), the choice of an area for the complex field
trip in human geography is of particular importance. That choice should consider a sufficiently

populated area with different types of inhabitants (in terms of ethnicity, religion, ethnographic groups,
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etc.) and different demographic characteristics. The selected area should exhibit an array of different,
more or less actual, economic activities, with complex economic and spatial relations established

between the locations to be visited during the field trip.
2. Methodological aspects of field research in rural areas.

The authors of this paper are strong supporters of the so-called applied geography. With no
intention to elaborate on the numerous definitions of that concept, it is clear, however, that the
geography field trips, expeditions and travels are one of the main tools for development of the
applicability of geography as a science. The importance and value of field research in geography has
never been more obvious given the abundance of problem situations faced by modern societies.
Those problems range from extreme natural phenomena (such as floods, droughts and earthquakes),
environmental problems such as deforestation and desertification, to problems of society such as
crime, poverty, unemployment, depopulation, diseases, increased fertility, etc. On this basis, Pacione
(2011) identifies the most important tasks to be completed by applied geography (Table 1). We
present those tasks here, since we believe that they are the basis for defining the objectives, the type

and the scientific profile of geography field trips and expedition:

Table 1. Main processes and objects in applied geography, subject to field research.

Natural and environmental hazards Methods of analysis

global warming remote surveys, statistical data analysis
extreme precipitation computer cartography, modeling
earthquakes and volcanism GPS analysis

floods modeling of the geographical environment
extreme climatic phenomena methods of assessment of the impact on

the population

Management of change Challenges to society

water quality assessment urbanization

irrigation delineation of boundaries

combat desertification geography of poverty

combat deforestation problems of rural areas

environmental diversity maintenance segregation and discrimination
environmental impact assessment city marketing

wetlands protection urban transport and overbuilding issues

(Pacione, 2011, with abbreviations and modifications).

It is clear from the table that almost all of the contemporary problems faced by society and
nature are subject to study and analysis through field research.

The main approaches to conducting a student field trip are:
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» The historical approach. This is a general scientific method that aims to explain the different
processes and phenomena in the surrounding environment, in the context of the "time" category. This
category, according to the personal observations of the authors, is difficult for the students to perceive.
In the most general example, students find it difficult to perceive geological processes which have
taken place over millions of years, in the field (in any given location students may find themselves) -
the stages in the evolution of geosystems are usually perceived as part of the current processes and
phenomena. At the same time, when visiting urbanized areas, the current development of those areas
is often based on historically determined factors. Thus, the "time" category takes on a different
meaning and content in the two given examples. That is why geography as a science develops private
versions of the historical approach. Those are the paleogeographic and the historical-geographical
approach. The first one is based on the foundations of historical geology, applicable in the so-called
"geological time". In that case, based on various methods (examining relics, radiocarbon dating, etc.),
scientists define the positioning of a process or phenomenon in the geological history of geosystems,
within a certain geological time period. The historical-geographic approach is related to geographical
processes and phenomena that occurred after the emergence of human society. With the help of
archeological, toponymical, comparative, dendrochronological and other methods, with even greater
precision, scientists date processes, phenomena and objects within the human-occupied geographical
environment. When exploring natural geosystems and their components, as a rule, history and
evolution go hand in hand. Therefore, according to various authors, there is also a reason to speak of
a historical-genetic approach.

The applicability of the historical approach in the context of geography field trips requires
sufficient amount of theoretical knowledge. During the visual observation of certain objects in nature
and society, university / high school students should be familiar with the peculiarities of the “time”
category — in particular — to have some upfront knowledge of the geochronological table, the historical
periods, etc. This makes it easier to relate a process or object to a given time period, and vice versa -
knowing a certain historical period leads to certain expectations for what is seen in the field. Solid
cause-effect relationships are built in this way and the concept of remote geological and historical
periods in the Earth’s and society’s history is no longer just an imaginary concept for the students in
training.

The system approach. The system approach has been known to science since the late
1940s. Generally speaking, the system is regarded as a complex of elements in constant interaction.
Based on the knowledge of the mechanisms of internal connections between the elements of the
system, this approach directs the researcher to revealing the integrity of complex objects and
phenomena. In geography it is necessary to focus on the distinctive features of the systems as such.
Since territoriality is a very typical feature of the systems, it is important for the participants in
geography field trips to see, understand and comprehend the internal connections existing within the
system being explored, described or simply observed. These interrelations form two categories of
system elements: 1) qualitatively heterogeneous but interconnected elements (e.g. geological
substrates, soils, etc. in a specific landscape, or the sectors of the economy in a particular socio-

economic region) on the one hand and 2) territorial subunits of a lower order e.g. socio-economic sub-
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regions, industrial units, individual areas of the complex landscape, etc., on the other. In the scientific
literature, and in particular that related to the theoretical socio-economic studies, the term complex
approach is often used as a synonym of the system approach. While (according to us) there are
some differences between those two, these differences represent no significant issue for the
immediate purposes of this study. It is important for student researchers to perceive the surrounding
environment they are in during field trips and expeditions as a comprehensive well-regulated system.
This would facilitate the proper perception of certain processes and phenomena, as well as the
regularities in their manifestation.

The regional approach. The regional approach as it is formulated is often confused with the
method of regionalization. According to many authors (ANOKHIN and KOSTYEV, 1984, as well as
many others), this occurs because the concepts of "approach" and "method" are often used as
synonyms. We consider that regionalization (delineation of boundaries, see Table 2) as a method is a
complex theoretical and methodological problem of the geographical sciences. In this sense, it has no
direct application in geography field trips and expeditions. Here we only mention regional approach as
a concept. Students are expected to have a certain notion of it. In socio-economic geography this
concept was initially introduced by the Russian scientist N. Kolossovsky, while in geography in general
- by Allaev, Baransky, Claval and others. Very often in literature, together with the term "region" /
“rayon”, the terms "area", "zone" and so forth are also used depending on the purpose of the specific
study. According to the contemporary concepts there are two levels of territorial / spatial
differentiation, namely - regional and local. Those can vary in scale, as well as in patterns and modes
of manifestation of certain processes. That is why students should consider the fact that by exploring
or observing an area which exhibits the same regularities and processes within its boundaries, this
whole area can be regarded with a great deal of confidence as a territorial unit of some type. By
adopting this approach (and not the method of regionalization which has its own tools and specifics),
students can apply their critical analysis in existing, distinct natural geographic or socio-economic
zones, areas and regions. According to Dimov (2005), regionalization is a scientific result of the
objective reality (e.g. altitude-belt zonality) of the existing world. Taking into account this objective
reality, the student researchers, by applying the system and the historical approach, must be able to
distinguish the territories they visit by origination, development, functioning and purpose.

Methods of observation and information provisioning of the field research in geography.
This group of methods has been successfully identified by Isachenko (2004) as the most important, as
it is the source of primary information which conclusions, hypotheses and theories are later built upon.
These observations can be immediate (in direct contact with the studied object) and indirect (remote),
as summarized by Penerliev (2014).

The group of direct observations includes the geography field trips, expeditions and stationary
research. Each of those has its specifics and its own private methods. Which of those will be used
depends on the objective of the scientific task.

Remote methods allow visual observation of the Earth's surface for a certain purpose. They are
divided into aerial and space methods and they are based on using photographic material of varying

resolution, scale and altitude of image taking.
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An important feature of this group of methods is the mandatory requirement of keeping record of
the observations’ results. Keeping a research (observation) diary, making terrain profiles and
photographing the studied objects is an indispensable and integral part of the field trips and
expeditions. Therefore, for achieving better clarity and easier handling of the gathered primary
information, leaflets, tables and other forms of information recording should be developed upfront (see
Appendices). The "database" of this activity also includes maps with objects positioned on them and
on-the-spot data, laboratory soil and air analyses (if necessary), collecting of rock samples in a certain
order, making of a herbarium, etc. These important features of field trips and geographical expeditions
will be discussed in detail further on.

In the modern age of “information avalanche”, no geographical research can consist of just
primary information acquired in field conditions. "Secondary information" that comes from different
sources is as important as the primary one. "Secondary information” refers to the various thematic
maps, various statistical data from different statistical institutions, GPS maps and data, etc. The
provisioning of this vast "avalanche" of diverse information is related to the development of information
technology and geoinformatics as a separate discipline (even a scientific field) that provides scientific
research with data. There is a huge variety of software products for processing primary information
such as Statistica, SPSS, Matlab, etc. For conducting geographical research, the so-called GIS
(Geographic Information Systems) software is of major importance. Specific software such as ArcGIS,
Maplinfo and the like, incorporates a large database set into numerous mapping bases, enabling the
making of a variety of thematic maps. GIS thus integrates data appropriate for regionalization, zoning,
monitoring, demographic and socio-economic observations, etc. GIS ultimately turns out to be one of
the leading methods of the above-mentioned geographical approaches.

The cartographic method. This is a method of geography, applied in almost all scientific
disciplines. Therefore, we assume that the student researcher is already familiar with the types of
geographic maps, as well as the methods of depiction used in map making. As far as field trips are
concerned, it is important to know that the geographic map accompanies the field research in all its
stages. The map is an observation document, a source of information, the most appropriate means of
displaying the results of direct field observations. In this sense, it is imperative that we obtain a map of
the area we are planning to visit prior to the trip itself, as well as a map sheet where the observed
objects are immediately positioned on the map.

General scientific methods. The most commonly used methods of this kind during field
research are the method of comparison and the method of geographical analogues. The first
method we use to establish correlations on the basis of comparison of homogeneous objects (relief
forms, settlements, etc.). The comparison method is based on a series of other methods such as the
cartographic, the historical, the remote sensing, etc. With the help of those methods we can spot the
various qualitative, quantitative, spatial, statistical and other differences between the compared
objects. It is one of the most important methods, since the exhibited disparities are used as a base for
grouping of different geographical objects by certain indicators, which is in fact the basis of

systematization and typology of the geographical objects and phenomena.
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The method of geographical analogues is similar to the previous one. At its core is the
comparison of heterogeneous objects, one of which is sufficiently studied. In this way, the properties
of the studied object can be largely transferred to the one which is not sufficiently studied one. Very
often in field research this method is applied even without suspecting it - for example, when defining a
rock sample by comparing its appearance, qualities and properties with another rock sample from an
existing mineralogy collection or other source.

Mathematical methods. These are methods that are most commonly used once the field
studies have been completed, during the so-called desk research stage. Using mathematical formulas
and axioms, a large volume of statistical information is processed. It is important to choose the most
appropriate method for the specific purpose of the study. These methods are inextricably linked to
both the above-mentioned scientific discipline of geoinformatics, as well as to the modeling method.

The modeling method. This is a universal method of scientific research and field observations.
The model is a simplified, incomplete analogue of the object or phenomenon being studied. This way,
it is organically associated with the method of geographical analogues. One of the first models is the
geographic map. Models can be mathematical, spatial, image-symbolic (the geographic map). While
spatial models are real, representing the form and the structure of the studied objects, the
mathematical ones are abstract and mostly reveal the quantitative - spatial and temporal - changes
concerning certain processes and phenomena. Those methods are important for geography field
observations, as with their help we transfer the observed surrounding environment in the field to the
auditorium, classroom or scientific laboratory, in an almost authentic way. It is important for future
geography teachers to be able to model the natural forms of the observed objects in a sketch, and
also - based on collected background information - to be able to make well-founded models of the
demographic development of settlements.

The geographical projection method. The geographical projection is a way of extrapolating
today's findings from the gathered during field observations baseline data in a future timeframe. For
example, when examining the demographic situation of the settlements and discovering the relevant
patterns, we can assume their future development for a certain period of time ahead. It should be
borne in mind that the more ahead in time we make geographical projections, the less accuracy the
projections exhibit. The projection would be more accurate if by analyzing various side factors, we
could assume future changes in the examined parameters. On this basis it is possible to amend the
geographical projection for greater accuracy. The simplest example of this method is the weather
forecast based on a series of climatic data. As it is known, the accuracy of such forecasts is only
reliable for a few days ahead.

Basic practical benefits and acquired skills during geography field trips in rural areas.

The execution of such field trips, as well as all other types of geography field trips, passes
through three stages (Fig.1).

preparatory field work subsequent
analysis

J/ J/

Fig. 1. Stages of geography field trips.
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3. Preparatory Stage (Methodical guidelines)

1. Practical skills for selection of locations, objectives and methods of the field trip. This stage of
the field trip preparation should be able to answer the question about the opportunities a trip to the
Primorska Dobrudzha region offers in acquiring the following competencies by the participants in the
field trip after its successful completion (MIHAYLOVA, PIYASHOVA, PUHOVA, 2012):

« ability to identify interrelations between the natural, economic and social components in the
geographical complexes at different territorial levels;

« tolerant perception of cultural and national traditions, customs and ways of living of the
different population groups in different ethno-confessional regions;

« ability to use regional analysis methods in solving the problems of the territorial units;

« ability to predict socio-economic processes and phenomena.

2. Determining the spatial scope of the field research in geography. This scope depends on the
objectives of the field trip, the timing and the realistic possibilities for visiting the selected locations.
With regards to the presented human geography field trip model, we assume that Primorska Dobruzha
covers a relatively small area within the municipalities of Shabla, Kavarna and Balchik. In it is in that
area, where we need to conduct research and achieve the set objectives and complete the research
tasks. The studied area is characterized by demographic heterogeneity, a distinctive lifestyle and
culture of the local population, as well as negative demographic trends observed in the villages with
the highest share of ethnic Bulgarians.

3. Practical skills for delineation of the field trip route. Selection of locations to be visited. This
stage of the planning is particularly important. The selection of locations and sites should be such, so
that their observation, description and analysis should yield results matching the field trip objectives,
as well as enhancing the acquirement of certain competencies by the participants.

4. Practical skills for working with scientific literature and statistical data. This part of the
preparatory phase should include:

* making three separate bibliographical reference lists: references concerning the
characterization of the settlements; references concerning the population and the demographic
situation (demographic structures, movement, etc.); references concerning the economic utilization of
the area and its natural conditions. In each list of references, publications related to earlier
descriptions of the studied area (expeditions, description of maps, etc.) should be added as well.

« gathering statistical data for certain settlements through the regional statistical offices and the
websites of the Population Register offices and the Unified Classification of The Administrative-
Territorial and Territorial Units. On the basis of a preliminary analysis, "interesting" in terms of
demographic and ethnographic profile settlements are selected for visitation.

* reading a scholarly text or applying the so-called "critical reading" of sources listed in the
bibliographic reference lists, combined with highlighting the most significant features of the area, in

particular those features we expect to observe first-hand in the field.
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4. Stages of the field research

After the analysis of the literature and the preliminary statistical data, and in connection to both
the objectives of the field trip and the main locations selected for visitation, an itinerary is designed for
each day of the trip. Preliminary contact with host organizations (companies, museums, community
centers, mayoralties, etc.) is established, presenting the plan and the purpose of the visit. A request is
also made (especially to community centers) for their preliminary preparation and the provisioning of
sources on the settlement history, literature on the problems studied, interviewing elderly locals, etc.

The main field research is conducted using the methods of 1) the interview and 2) the survey.

1. Conducting surveys. Surveys can vary depending on the purpose of the study or the pre-
assigned task. Here we focus on a not so common type of survey based on the so-called Likert model
(Likert scale).

The Likert scale. This is an example of a survey using a questionnaire where a grade
assessment of different indicators is applied, following the so-called Likert model. Our main objective
is to check the local population's assessment of the development of the settlement as a tourist center.
Using that scale, we can assess the perception and impressions of the local population regarding
different aspects of local life, regional development, local issues, etc. Instead of the “yes/no” type of
possible answers, this type of questionnaire gives the respondents the option to assess a given factor
or influence by putting a grade / a mark - most often varying between 1 and 6.

We can apply such a survey in studying the village of Kamen Briag as a tourist center,
considering the following: we are aware that the village is considered the event tourism center of the
studied area (with the annual event known as “July morning”); within the village lies the “Yailata”
architectural reserve, the village is known for being home to the “Kamenbriashkite babi” folklore group
— famous not only in Bulgaria. Students are given the opportunity to conduct the survey, thus acquiring
new practical skills and competencies. Respectively, the survey can be conducted during the Kavarna
rock festivals in order to get the public’s opinion about the festivals’ impact on tourism and / or the
local community. The application of the survey therefore can be considered multifaceted.

Questionnaire for studying extinct settlements. As of the beginning of 2018 more than 180
settlements in Bulgaria were “erased” from the map of Bulgaria. The study of such settlements and the
preservation of their history is an important part of human geography and the related scientific
disciplines (ethnography, history, local studies). Quite often, such villages do not have a written history
to be bequeathed to the future generations.

One of the most thorough research of extinct settlements was the one done by Guncho
Guncheyv in the distant 1938. He describes various reasons for the extinction of settlements. Back then
— just like in modern times — the extinction of settlements was related to their complete depopulation.
An extinct settlement, according to Gunchev, should be considered "a settlement, where the
connection between the inhabitants, the housing and the land has been breached". The population
starts declining and eventually disappears - according to that same author - for various reasons
(natural disasters, economic migrations, etc.). From a modern perspective, the demographic factor

plays a leading role. Aging of the population of the villages will lead to the depopulation of a number of
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settlements in the future. This is an outcome which is inevitable for some of the still existing
settlements.

In fact, this is a process that takes full effect in Dobrudzha, and in particular in Primorska
Dobrudzha. In the preliminary analysis of the statistical data (obtained in advance from the National
Statistical Institute (NSI) or from the webpage of the Population Register (www.grao.bg), we indicated
such settlements (facing complete depopulation) in Primorska Dobrudzha. Along the already marked
route of the field trip, we added the villages of Staevtsi and Tvarditsa. A survey for studying extinct
settlements was used. Very often university professors develop and update that kind of survey. In
modern conditions and also as part of geography field trips, villages with a population below the critical
minimum or those with no inhabitants, completely depopulated in recent years, can be successfully
studied. Quite often various infrastructure - buildings, road network, and other technical facilities - is
still available in such settlements. We are far from the idea of exploring long-extinct villages that have
been missing from the geographic maps for decades. For long-extinct settlements, special scientific
field trips is required, but yet such expeditions are possible.

It is important in such field studies - which focus on villages with no population - to photograph
and describe churches, cemetery headstones, school buildings (if preserved), village drinking
fountains, etc. These are buildings and structures that were strongly built, monolithic in design and
often remain intact years after the settlement's desertification. For example, writings on headstones in
North Dobrudzha indicate the presence of Bulgarian population in those present-day Romanian
territories.

Here is a brief description of our earlier observations in the village of Staevtsi, in support of the

discussed need to study such settlements.

THE VILLAGE OF STAEVTSI

The village sign is visible on the main road to the village of Spasovo and the other villages along the land
border with Romania. The village itself is off the road, with no asphalt streets — only dirt roads — while the houses
are scattered like separate hamlets. There are preserved and renovated houses, as well as deserted and
abandoned ones. No one is to be seen. About 300 meters down on a dirt road, we see a man who tells us that he
is from Sofia, and he comes to the village only for the summer. The man shows us another dirt road leading to the
church. The church itself has been restored. Shortly after, we see a well-maintained house with stone
foundations, a huge yard, a barn with stone walls. Later we learn from the owner that the house dates back from
1901 and only the roof has been renovated. Grandpa Nikolay is 82 years old, and he and his wife maintain the
whole property by themselves. He says there is no shop in the village, but they shop from the nearby village of
Durankulak, located some 3-4 km away. The old man says that the people actually living in the village are two
families (his own and another one), as well as an elderly woman in a neighboring house. The man drives an old
Volkswagen which he uses to go to the market in Durankulak. The man himself looks much younger than he is.
He says there is no written history of the village. In a way, he himself is the history of the village. In his own words,
he repaired the church on his own. However, we found some information about the village of Staevtsi from a local
Bulgarian language teacher from the town of Shabla, who was born in Staevtsi. The border of Dobrudzha

according to that teacher is represented by a border stone near the town of Balchik. There used to be a
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community center and a school in Staevtsi, the man says. We believe we came upon the old school building. The
entirely replaced street lighting in the village does not remain unnoticed, given the lack of roads and inhabitants. It
is a village that actually shows the future of the villages in Bulgaria - depopulated, with no infrastructure, with
tumbled-down and abandoned buildings.

Source: PETKOV, V., M. PENERLIEV. Scientific expedition “Primorska Dobrudzha - 2011" In: Trips across
Bulgaria (findings from geography field trips and scientific expeditions), published by Shumen University, 2012.

Please, try to locate the village of Staevtsi on the map. @

General questionnaire for settlement survey. The questionnaire is designed according to the
purpose of the study. It is filled in either by an administrative official or by the interviewer during the
interview itself. Often the questionnaire includes questions concerning: the number and age profile of
the settlement’s population, the availability of a health center and the number of medical personnel,
the availability of a community center and the volume of the literary units in the community center
library, the availability of educational institutions, infrastructure, etc.

1. Keeping a field diary. Each participant in the expedition should keep a diary where they take
notes on personal impressions from the field observations. In the case of each settlement, the field trip
participant can focus on the general environment of the settlement. For example, that the settlement
can be reached by a run-down, hardly accessible road, or that the former school building is
abandoned, or that the common image of the houses is grayish, with predominance of the uninhabited
ones. The participants record any positive emotions sensed during the visit to the settlement: for
example, one can sometimes spot a number of preserved houses from the Bulgarian Revival era, a
well-maintained or a newly-built church, a rich community center library with a friendly community
center worker, a renovated central square, friendly and helpful local people, etc. Field trip participants
take notes of the conversations with local people (who very often represent the history of the village
itself and are quite aware of its problems, the origin of the settlement’'s name, etc.), as well as any
other knowledge acquired during those conversations. Participants are also expected to take
photographs of most of the observed sites and buildings. The combination of the right photos and the
right notes accompanying them, reestablishes a major part of the impressions, which is needed for the
subsequent processing (during the so-called desk research stage) of the gathered base information.

2. Gathering sources of information. Each participant in a human geography field trip is
expected to create their own "system" for gathering, classifying and sorting information sources and
materials. When arranging visits to museums, community centers, town halls, etc., and briefing the
administrative staff about the purpose of the field trip, quite often the host institutions prepare
materials regarding the settlement themselves - photographs, promotional materials, etc. All of those
locally provided materials are described, if possible xerocopied, while all photos taken during the field
trips are also described. All conducted surveys are kept, broken down by type and location. All audio
files with conducted interviews are also saved. Wherever it is needed, after the end of each working
day, briefings are held, at which the data obtained is discussed, merged and entered in common

information sheets, for the purposes of easier processing at the subsequent desk research stage.
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5. Desk research stage

The desk research stage is the most important one regarding the consolidation of the practical
skills and competencies of the human geography field trip participants. Due to the limited volume of
the paper, here we only present some of the ideas concerning that last stage of the research.

1. Practical skills for independent analysis of cartographic and statistical data. Application of
mathematical and statistical methods. Selection of the most appropriate methods. The conducted
surveys are supplemented by analysis (in the Appendices). Here we suggest additional options for
statistical analysis of the obtained demographic and statistical data.

The most commonly used statistical method is the "Median method". It represents the means of
the values of the surveyed parameters (average life expectancy, natural growth and other
demographic indicators for the entire studied area).

The most common demographic indicators are calculated using mathematical formulas studied
in the Geography of Population and Settlements course.

2. Practical skills for analyzing questionnaires, observation sheets and drawing of conclusions.
The analysis of the questionnaires should be done separately for each individual question / segment.
(see the Likert scale analysis in the Appendices). Conclusions are drawn both for the individual
settlements and for the entire studied area. For example: mow many health centers (resp. medical
personnel) exist per group of neighboring settlements, how many patients per doctor, etc. The data is
visualized through charts, graphs, maps, cartograms and so on. On the basis of the conclusions
drawn, geographical projections are then made. For example: what will the number of population of
the village of Kamen Briag be by 2025, or, what will the natural increase rate in Shabla municipality be
in 20207

3. Skills for working with specific software. Within a complex field trip in human geography,
easier, additional tasks can also be accomplished. For example, the geography students from
Shumen University work on a joint-project with NAVTEQ-Bulgaria Company, which creates the
MapCreator platform for web-based navigation maps for Nokia Company. During the field trips
students enrich the database by marking new objects along their route (healthcare centers,
restaurants, new roads, bank offices, etc.).

In conclusion, we can say that this paper only provides basic methodical guidelines for
conducting human geography field trips in rural areas. Each element of the field trip, as well as each of
the enclosed Appendices are subject to modifications depending on the number and the qualification
of the field trip participants, as well as the purpose of the field trip.

Once the essence and the basic features of the geography field trips have been revealed, we
can draw conclusions about their positive results in geography education. A study by the University of
Marmara, Turkey (BALCI, 2010) points out that after completing each geography field trip, at the
subsequent written exams, students tend to:

. submit a smaller number of "blank" answers in their tests (from 32% to 9%);
. give correct answer to a higher share of test questions;
. get a higher share of high grades compared to the preliminary assessment (over 70%);
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. complete the tests for a shorter period of time;
. increase their ability to define basic concepts.
Our own survey, conducted among Shumen University students in the summer of 2018,

confirmed these findings.
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Applications

Research objects in our geographic practices:

2. Old traditional house in Dobrudja agricultural area - there is no stone.

3. The house is composed.
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6. "painted" weddings in the Rhodope Mountains
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7. Nestinari — walking on the embers.
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Resumen

Europa ha liderado el turismo internacional desde sus inicios pero en el campo de la investigacion turistica no
esta tan claro. Medir los resultados de la actividad investigadora es dificil, pero el volumen de articulos en
revistas internacionales es la aproximaciéon mas habitual. El objetivo de este trabajo es realizar un analisis
bibliométrico para determinar el estado de la investigacion turistica en la Unidén Europea. Para ello se tomé en
consideracion articulos en revistas académicas especializadas, publicados entre 1998 y 2017 e indexados en
Scopus. En el analisis destacan dos tipos de paises por su produccion cientifica: los paises del Mediterraneo,
excepto ltalia y Francia, y paises con alta implicaciéon en investigacion (Reino Unido, Finlandia, Dinamarca,
Suecia y Austria). Entre los paises con produccion baja, hay dos grupos: diversos paises con poca
especializacion en turismo (Luxemburgo, Alemania, Francia, Bélgica e Italia) y paises del este (Lituania, Polonia,
Letonia, Republica Checa, Rumania, Hungria, etc.). La falta de tradicién en investigacion turistica de algunos
paises, el bajo nivel econémico de los paises del este y el sesgo linglistico de las publicaciones, que beneficia a
los paises anglosajones, son los principales retos que deben afrontarse.

Palabras clave : Turismo, Investigacion, Union Europea, Andlisis Bibliométrico, Scopus.

Abstract

Europe has led international tourism since its inception but in the field of tourism research is not so clear.
Measuring the results of research activity is difficult, but the volume of articles in international journals is the most
usual approach. The objective of this work is to carry out a bibliometric analysis to determine the state of tourism
research in the European Union. For this, articles in specialized academic journals, published between 1998 and
2017 and indexed in Scopus, was taken into consideration. The analysis highlights two types of countries for their
scientific production: the countries of the Mediterranean, except Italy and France, and countries with high
involvement in research (United Kingdom, Finland, Denmark, Sweden and Austria). Among the countries with low
production, there are two groups: several countries with little specialization in tourism (Luxembourg, Germany,
France, Belgium and ltaly) and Eastern countries (Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, Czech Republic, Romania, Hungary,
etc.). The lack of tradition in tourist research of some countries, the low economic level of Eastern countries and
the linguistic bias of the publications, which benefits the Anglo-Saxon countries, are the main challenges that
must be faced.

Keywords : Tourism, Research, European Union, Bibliometric Analysis, Scopus.
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1. Introduccion

El turismo es uno de los sectores econdmicos mas importantes y ha crecido mucho en las
ultimas décadas. En 2016, hubo 1.235 millones de turistas internacionales en el mundo que
generaron unos ingreso de 1.220.000 millones de dodlares (UNWTO, 2017). Europa ha liderado el
turismo internacional desde sus inicios y, en 2016, los 28 paises de la Unién Europea (UE) recibieron
500 millones de turistas internacionales (UNWTO, 2017), lo que representa el 40,5% del turismo
mundial. Cabe indicar que la distribucion del turismo internacional por paises no es homogénea
(Figura 1). En algunos paises la presion turistica es baja, como en Rumania (0,11), Alemania (0,44) y
Polonia (0,45), pero en otros paises es muy elevada, como en Austria (3,21), Croacia (3,22) y Malta
(4,72).

) . Menos de 1 Turista por Residente
. Entre 1y 2 Turistas por Residente
. Entre 2 y 3 Turistas por Residente

. Mis de 3 Turistas por Residente

: ; : : g

= d
}
N

°

Figura 1 - Peso del turismo internacional en la UE.
Fuente: UNWTO (2017) y elaboracion propia.

El turismo, como todo sector econémico, debe desarrollarse apoyado por una actividad
investigadora que aporte nuevos conocimientos. Aunque la investigacién en turismo tiene un
desarrollo muy reciente (PARK, PHILLIPS, CANTER & ABBOTT, 2011; VARGAS, 2011), en la
actualidad posee un importante volumen de produccién y presencia mundial (RAMON, 2017). La UE
tiene un tradicional liderazgo en el turismo internacional (UNWTO, 2017), pero en investigacion
turistica no esta tan claro que la UE disfrute de esa misma posicion.

En las ultimas décadas hay una tendencia globalizadora y esta ampliamente aceptado que hay
que competir en un contexto mundial, mas aun en el campo de la investigacion que siempre ha tenido
un contexto internacional. Desde los afos cincuenta, Estados Unidos ha liderado la investigacion en
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la mayoria de los campos, también en el turismo (SHELDON, 1991), y ello conlleva que las
publicaciones en inglés se han convertido en sindbnimo de ciencia internacional. Esto ha representado
una ventaja estratégica para los paises angléfonos y un reto afiadido para el resto del mundo.

Medir los resultados de la actividad investigadora es dificil pero el volumen de articulos en
revistas internacionales indexadas es la aproximacion mas habitual (JOGARATNAM, CHON,
MCCLEARY, MENA & YOO, 2005; LI & XU, 2015; RYAN, 2005). El objetivo de este trabajo es
realizar un andlisis bibliométrico de los articulos publicados en revistas especializadas e indexadas en
Scopus en los ultimos veinte afios, para determinar el estado de la investigacion turistica en la UE.
También se busca determinar los centros de investigacion y autores de alta produccién internacional.
En la actualidad la UE esta compuesta por 28 paises que totalizan una superficie de 4.479.968 km?
con una poblacion total de 516.195.432 (CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY). El hecho de recibir

500 millones de turistas (UNWTO, 2017) implica que hay, de media, un turista por cada residente.

2. Revision de la Literatura

Desde los anos cincuenta el crecimiento del mundo académico ha sido exponencial, primero
por el desarrollo de los paises occidentales (principalmente Europa, Norteamérica, Japon, Australia y
Nueva Zelanda) y mas recientemente por el desarrollo de las economias emergentes (destacando
China). El gran tamafo alcanzado ha obligado a la aparicién de analisis que sirvan de referencia a los
investigadores (JAMAL, SMITH & WATSON, 2008; MCKERCHER, 2005; RYAN, 2005): “Whitelists”
de revistas académicas; bases de datos de publicaciones; catalogos de expertos; rankings de
universidades, y un largo etcétera. Todos estos analisis buscan diferenciar entre los que tienen
prestigio y resultados, y los que no tienen resultados o son fraudulentos.

La investigacion académica en turismo es tardia, en comparacion con otros campos, pero su
rapido crecimiento en las ultimas décadas (PARK et al., 2011; VARGAS, 2011) ha obligado a realizar
diversos tipos de analisis bibliométricos. Frecuentemente, la literatura ha buscado determinar cuales
eran las publicaciones académicas mas importantes (BALLANTYNE, PACKER & AXELSEN, 2009;
CHANG & MCALEER, 2012; FERREIRA, DEFRANCO & RAPPOLE, 1994; FRECHTLING, 2004;
HALL, 2011; KIM, SAVAGE, HOWEY & VAN HOOF, 2009; MCKERCHER, LAW & LAM, 2006;
PECHLANER, ZEHRER, MATZLER & ABFALTER, 2004; RYAN, 2005; SVENSSON, SVAERI &
EINARSEN, 2009; ZHAO & RITCHIE, 2007), y las tres revistas consideradas tradicionalmente como
las mas relevantes en turismo son Annals of Tourism Research, Journal of Travel Research, Tourism
Management (LI & XU, 2015; MCKERCHER et al., 2006; PECHLANER et al., 2004; RYAN, 2005;
SHELDON, 1991).

En otros casos se han analizado los autores (JOGARATNAM et al., 2005; LI & XU, 2015;
MCKERCHER, 2008; PARK et al, 2011; ZHAO & RITCHIE, 2007) y las universidades
(JOGARATNAM et al., 2005; LI & XU, 2015; RYAN, 2005) con mayor produccién de articulos. En los
afios ochenta lideraba en publicaciones University of Hawaii seguida de University of Waterloo en
Canada (SHELDON, 1991), en los noventa el liderazgo es de Texas A&M University seguida por
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Hong Kong Polytechnic University (JOGARATNAM et al., 2005) y en el nuevo siglo Hong Kong
Polytechnic University lidera a mucha distancia del resto de centros (LI & XU, 2015; SEVERT,
TESONE, BOTTORFF & CARPENTER, 2009).

Los resultados de estos estudios son de gran utilidad para los investigadores porque aportan
informacién sobre: las revistas cientificas mejor valoradas (BALLANTYNE et al., 2009; CHANG &
MCALEER, 2012; HALL, 2011; KIM et al., 2009; LI & XU, 2015; MCKERCHER et al., 2006;
PECHLANER et al., 2004; RYAN, 2005; SVENSSON et al., 2009; ZHAO & RITCHIE, 2007); los
investigadores mas productivos (JOGARATNAM et al., 2005; LI & XU, 2015; MCKERCHER, 2008;
PARK et al.,, 2011; RYAN, 2005; ZHAO & RITCHIE, 2007); los centros lideres en el campo
(JOGARATNAM et al., 2005; LI & XU, 2015; RYAN, 2005; SEVERT et al., 2009). Esta informacion
resulta fundamental para las personas que inician una carrera investigadora y necesitan planificar su
futuro de la forma mas exitosa posible.

Cabe indicar que también es fundamental que la informacién sobre los centros, autores y
revistas este basado en datos objetivos, para evitar que las percepciones subjetivas induzcan a
sobreestimar centros, autores y revistas que los datos objetivos muestran secundarios, en
decadencia o superados. Un ejemplo son las evoluciones de University of Hawaii y Hong Kong
Polytechnic University (JOGARATNAM et al., 2005; LI & XU, 2015; SEVERT et al., 2009).

3. Metodologia

Este trabajo es un estudio bibliométrico basado en el analisis de los articulos y revisiones
indexadas en Scopus y pertenecientes a una seleccidon de 80 revistas académicas especializadas en
turismo, hospitalidad y ocio. Para el periodo 1998-2017 se encontraron 33.150 documentos que
cumplian estos requisitos y, de estos documentos, 10.102 (30,5%) tenian algun autor radicado en
paises de la UE. Dentro de la base de datos analizada se profundizé en los 28 paises de la UE,
indicando la produccién total, la evolucién, y los centros y autores que destacan por numero de

publicaciones.

4. Resultados

Dentro de los paises con mayor produccion cientifica (Figura 2) destacan los anglosajones
(Estados Unidos, Reino Unido, Australia, Canada y Nueva Zelanda) y los asiaticos (China, Hong
Kong, Taiwan y Corea del Sur). Dentro de la UE, los mejor situados son Reino Unido (2°), Espafia
(7°), ltalia (12°), Paises Bajos (14?), Portugal (17°), Francia (18°), Suecia (19°) y Grecia (20°). En valor
absoluto, Reino Unido (4.358 documentos) y Espafia (1.435 documentos) superan ampliamente al
resto. El Reino Unido participa en el 13,15% de la producciéon mundial, Espafa en el 4,33% y ningun
otro pais europeo posee mas del 2% de la produccién mundial (Tabla I).

Dentro de los paises analizados se han encontrado 156 centros de investigacion con 20 o mas

publicaciones en el periodo 1998-2017. De estos centros, 6 se encuentran entre los primeros 50 del
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mundo (todos ellos en el Reino Unido), 22 entre los 100 primeros del mundo y 41 entre los 150
primeros del mundo (Tabla I). Estos centros mas destacados son los lideres de la investigacion en
turismo, hospitalidad y ocio del continente y son los mas interesantes para futuros estudiantes e

investigadores.
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Figura 2 - Produccién mundial (1998-2017).
Fuente: Scopus y elaboracion propia.

Al analizar los autores mas productivos, 50 publicaron 20 o mas articulos y. de ellos, 27 se
encuentran en centros del Reino Unido (Tabla I). Destacan Thomas Baum (University of Strathclyde)
con 58 articulos y Dimitrios Buhalis (Bournemouth University) con 48 articulos, por su elevado nivel

de publicacion (Tabla Il). El principal reto que deben afrontar los centros de investigacion es atraer y
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retener a los autores altamente productivos, siendo las retribuciones y las condiciones de trabajo un
elemento fundamental.

Tabla | - Produccion cientifica, centros y autores destacados.

Pais Documentos Centros Autores Sobre
1998-2017 Top 50 Top 100 | Top 150 Lideres Lideres Mundial
Reino Unido 4.358 6 12 18 61 27 13,15%
Espafia 1.435 3 7 26 1 4,33%
Italia 581 1 1 7 2 1,75%
Paises Bajos 537 2 2 10 4 1,62%
Francia 448 4 2 1,35%
Portugal 448 1 3 6 4 1,35%
Suecia 433 3 6 2 1,31%
Grecia 404 1 1 8 1 1,22%
Austria 376 1 2 6 3 1,13%
Alemania 367 2 1 1,11%
Finlandia 281 1 2 4 1 0,85%
Dinamarca 256 1 4 1 0,77%
Irlanda 162 2 0,49%
Croacia 156 3 0,47%
Eslovenia 113 1 2 0,34%
Chipre 108 1 0,33%
Polonia 108 0,33%
Bélgica 100 1 0,30%
Rumania 69 1 0,21%
Hungria 68 0,21%
Eslovaquia 55 1 0,17%
Bulgaria 51 1 1 0,15%
Rep. Checa 48 0,14%
Estonia 17 0,05%
Malta 16 0,05%
Lituania 8 0,02%
Letonia 5 0,02%
Luxemburgo 3 0,01%
Fuente: Scopus y elaboracion propia.
Tabla Il - Autores mas productivos (1998-2017).
Autor Documentos
1998-2017

Reino Unido

Aberystwyth University Garrod, B. 21

Bangor University Jones, E. 22

Bournemouth University Buhalis, D. 48
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Ladkin, A. 26
Edinburgh Napier University Hannam, K. 24
Leask, A. 20
Global University for Lifelong Learning Teare, R. 29
Henley Business School Ekinci, Y. 21
Leeds Beckett University Font, X. 39
Thomas, R. 23
Manchester Metropolitan University Pratten, J.D. 20
Oxford Brookes University Altinay, L. 40
Sheffield Hallam University Bramwell, B. 32
Swansea University Morgan, N. 33
University of Central Lancashire Sharpley, R. 31
University of Exeter Coles, T. 31
University of Hertfordshire Page, S.J. 37
University of Nottingham McCabe, S. 26
University of Strathclyde Baum, T. %8
Butler, R. 34
Airey, D. 38
Tribe, J. 36
University of Surrey Li, G. 25
Riley, M. 22
Cohen, S.A. 21
University of Westminster Peng, N. 20
Sin Adscripcion Pritchard, A. 38
Espafia
Universitat de les llles Balears Alegre, J. 22
Italia
Universita degli Studi di Sassari Del Chiappa, G. 27
Universita Commerciale Luigi Bocconi Baggio, R. 22
Paises Bajos
Isaac, R.K. 21
NHTV internationaal hoger onderwijs Breda Peeters, P. 21
Nawijn, J. 20
Tilburg University Richards, G. 24
Francia
Université de Bretagne Sud Jacob, C. 21
Guéguen, N. 20
Portugal
Universidade do Algarve Correia, A. 44
Universidade de Lisboa Barros, C.P. 25
Universidade de Aveiro Kastenholz, E. 24
IPDT, Institute of Tourism Costa, J. 20
Suecia
Linnéuniversitetet Gossling, S. 38
Goteborgs universitet Andersson, T.D. 25
Grecia
Avristotle University of Thessaloniki Alexandris, K. 21
Austria
MCI Management Center Innsbruck Zehrer, A. 39
Peters, M. 33
MODUL University Vienna Smeral, E. 27
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Alemania

Katholische Universitat Eichstéatt-Ingolstadt Pechlaner, H. 27
Finlandia

Oulun Yliopisto Saarinen, J. 21
Dinamarca

Syddansk Universitet Hjalager, A.M. 24
Bulgaria

Varna University of Management Ivanov, S. 25

Fuente: Scopus y elaboracion propia.

4.1- Evolucién de los paises de la UE

La UE pasé de 197 documentos en 1998 a 1.122 en 2017, pero el porcentaje que representa
sobre la produccion mundial no ha variado demasiado, siendo aproximadamente el 30% a lo largo de
los 20 afos analizados. Por tanto, la Union Europea ni gana ni pierde peso en el contexto mundial, a
diferencia de las economias emergentes que si ganan importancia en detrimento de los paises
anglosajones. Pero dentro de la UE hay dinamicas distintas segun de que pais se trate, aunque en
mayor o menor medida casi todos estan aumentando su produccion cientifica en el campo del
turismo.

Los dos paises con mayor produccion cientifica son el Reino Unido y Espafia. Reino Unido ha
duplicado su produccién cientifica pero ya tenia elevados niveles de publicacién en los afios noventa.
Espafa ha tenido una mejora muy importante en los ultimos cinco afios y, aunque aun no lo ha
conseguido, se esta acercando a los niveles de Reino Unido (Figura 3).

El Reino Unido genera el 43,1% de las publicaciones de la UE, tiene 61 centros con mas de 20
publicaciones (Tabla ), siendo University of Surrey el centro mas productivo de la UE, y 27 autores
con un elevado nivel de publicaciones (Tabla Il). El peso del turismo internacional en el Reino Unido
es bajo (Figura 1) pero las caracteristicas adoptadas por la investigacion cientifica desde finales de la
Segunda Guerra Mundial le han beneficiado (publicaciones en inglés e importantes inversiones). Aun
asi, la salida del Reino Unido de la UE puede tener efectos negativos debido a la gran cantidad de
fondos e investigadores que recibe del resto de la Unién y que se vera dificultada o eliminada al
abandonar la UE.

Espana recibe elevados volumenes de turistas internacionales desde hace décadas pero,
debido al tamano del pais, la presién turistica no es de las mas elevadas de la UE (Figura 1). El
turismo es un sector muy importante desde los afios cincuenta y, desde los noventa, se ha
potenciado la formacién universitaria y la investigacién en turismo. En los ultimos 20 afios, Espafa ha
generado el 14,2% de las publicaciones académicas de la UE y tiene 26 centros con mas de 20
publicaciones (Tabla 1), pero sélo un investigador con mas de 20 publicaciones (Tabla II). Ello indica
que la investigacion en turismo esta muy dispersa entre muchos investigadores.

Entre los paises del Mediterraneo que son miembros de la UE desde los afios ochenta hay

situaciones dispares. Espafia es el que tiene la mayor produccion cientifica, especialmente en los
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ultimos cuatro afios, y los otros cuatro paises tienen producciones totales similares pero evoluciones
distintas. Francia e ltalia poseen evoluciones positivas pero sus cifras aun no se corresponden al
tamafio, riqueza e importancia del turismo en esos paises. Grecia era un pais destacado en el campo
del turismo pero, tras la crisis de 2008, su produccion cientifica se ha estancado. Por el contrario,
Portugal muestra la evolucion mas explosiva, especialmente en la ultima década. Entre los centros
mas destacados estadn Universidade do Algarve (Portugal), Universidad del Egeo (Grecia) y Libera

Universita di Bolzano (ltalia).

400
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Figura 3 - Evolucion de las publicaciones en Reino Unido y Espaia.
Fuente: Scopus y elaboracion propia.

Los paises del Mediterraneo oriental incorporados mas recientemente a la UE (Chipre, Croacia
y Eslovenia) son pequefios y con producciones modestas pero con una evolucion positiva, salvo
Chipre que tiene cierto estancamiento en los ultimos afios. Estos paises tienen un importante
desarrollo turistico (Figura 1) y realizan un gran esfuerzo en investigacion, con centros que
concentran gran parte de la investigacion en turismo. Son los paises del este de Europa que mayor
esfuerzo realizan en este campo.

Alemania y Austria tienen similitudes culturales pero son puntos contrapuestos en el campo de
la investigacion en turismo. La produccidn cientifica de ambos paises evoluciona en paralelo y con
cifras similares, incluso Austria supera ligeramente a Alemania en el total de documentos (Tabla I) a
pesar de tener solo una décima parte de su poblacién. Alemania tiene relativamente poco turismo
internacional (Figura 1) y la investigacion en ese campo es escasa y dispersa en multiples centros. El
turismo no es uno de los sectores prioritarios para Alemania y, actualmente, no tiene ningun centro
entre los 150 primeros del mundo (Tabla I). Austria posee una presion turistica mucho mas elevada

(Figura 1) y, al ser un pais mucho mas pequefio, tiene concentrada la investigacion cientifica en
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centros de Viena e Innsbruck. Austria es un pais con una presencia importante de la actividad
turistica y con una gran implicacion en la investigacion cientifica.

Los paises del Norte de Europa (Dinamarca, Finlandia y Suecia) tienen crecimientos lentos
pero bastante constantes. Se trata de paises que dedican importantes cantidades a la investigacion y
desarrollo, y ello tiene efecto en todos los campos de las ciencias. Cabe indicar que Noruega, que no
forma parte de la UE, tiene una produccion total superior a la de los otros tres paises (Figura 2). Al
tratarse de paises pequefios, pero con significativos volimenes de publicaciones, la investigacion
esta bastante concentrada y hay bastantes centros con producciones elevadas: seis centros en
Suecia y cuatro en Finlandia y Dinamarca. Ademas, los tres paises tienen centros entre los 150
primeros del mundo, aunque no estan posicionados muy arriba en el ranking mundial (Tabla I).

En el ambito atlantico, ademas del Reino Unido, es muy importante la produccién cientifica de
Paises Bajos. Paises Bajos es el cuarto pais del continente en publicaciones, por detras de Italia y
por delante de paises como Francia y Alemania, y posee 10 centros (Tabla I) y cuatro autores (Tabla
II) con mas de 20 publicaciones en los ultimos 20 afios. De los 10 centros de investigacién, dos se
encuentran entre los 100 primeros del mundo, destacando NHTV internationaal hoger onderwijs
Breda (puesto 61). En el campo del turismo y el ocio, el crecimiento de las publicaciones en los
ultimos diez afios ha sido muy importante. En general, Paises Bajos es un pais muy competitivo en
multiples campos de investigacion y ello también tiene su reflejo en turismo y ocio, a pesar de que no
es uno de los paises con mas peso del turismo en su actividad econémica (Figura 1).

Bélgica e Irlanda poseen una produccion cientifica baja y mas o menos estable, con pocos
centros que destaquen y sin ningun autor con altos niveles de publicaciones (Tabla I). Tampoco son
de los paises con mayor desarrollo turistico (Figura 1) y, por el momento, no parece que forme parte
de sus prioridades en investigacién. En el caso de Irlanda, el idioma de publicacion no resulta un reto,
debido a que es mayoritario el uso del inglés. En Bélgica el unico centro que destaca es KU Leuven,
que es el centro mas antiguo del pais y esta situado en la parte flamenca.

La mayoria de los paises del este (R. Checa, Bulgaria, Eslovaquia, Hungria, Polonia, Rumania)
tienen volumenes de publicaciones pequefos. Ello implica que aun son muy escasos los centros con
un volumen de publicaciones significativo (Tabla I) y ninguno esta entre los 100 primeros del mundo.
Estos paises tienen un volumen de turistas medio o bajo (Figura 1), sin demasiada tradicién en el
turismo internacional, y rentas bajas. Unos bajos niveles de riqueza dificultan la generacién de
publicaciones de impacto internacional y obliga a priorizar inversiones. Al no ser grandes destinos
turisticos, mas alla de algunas ciudades como Praga, no es un sector prioritario. La evolucion de los
ultimos cinco afos hace pensar que esta situacién cambiara en la préxima década y estos paises se
acercaran a los niveles de Europa Occidental. Portugal, Croacia y Eslovenia son posibles modelos a
seguir para estos paises.

Finalmente, hay cinco paises con menos de 20 articulos en el periodo 1998-2017, siendo dificil
un analisis detallado. Estos paises son las republicas balticas (Estonia, Letonia y Lituania) y los dos

estados mas pequenios de la UE (Luxemburgo y Malta). En el primer caso el pequefo tamafio y los
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bajos niveles de renta explican sus bajas cifras. En el segundo caso, el pequefio tamafio es la
principal limitacion. Hasta el momento, ninguno de estos paises ha generado mas de cuatro articulos
en un mismo afo pero es posible que aumente el numero de publicaciones en el futuro, dada la

tendencia mundial y europea.

4.2- Comparativa de los paises de la UE

Si no se tienen en cuenta las diferencias entre paises (Figura 4), los mas importantes son
Reino Unido y Espafia, seguidos por ltalia y Paises Bajos. Pero los paises que conforman la UE
tienen importantes diferencias en superficie, poblacién, desarrollo turistico y renta, debiendo
relativizar la produccion cientifica. El PIB total de un pais en Paridad de Poder de Compra puede ser
un buen indicador del tamafio y riqueza. Al relativizar la produccién cientifica (Figura 5), Chipre es el
pais que obtiene mejores resultados, seguido de Reino Unido, Eslovenia y Croacia. Por el contrario,
los paises que conforman el centro geografico de la UE (Francia, Bélgica, Alemania, Polonia, etc.)

tienen los niveles mas bajos de produccion cientifica en turismo.
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Figura 4 - Produccion total (1998-2017).
Fuente: Scopus y elaboracion propia.
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Figura 5 - Produccion relativa (1998-2017) comparado con PIB 2017 (1.000 mill. €).
Fuente: Central Intelligence Agency, UNWTO (2017), Scopus y elaboracion propia.

5. Conclusiones

Al tener en cuenta el tamano del pais y su riqueza (medida con el PIB), destacan dos tipos de
paises por su produccion cientifica: los paises del Mediterraneo, excepto Italia y Francia; y un grupo
de paises con alta implicaciéon en investigacion (Reino Unido, Finlandia, Dinamarca, Suecia y Austria).
Entre los paises con una produccion baja hay dos grupos: diversos paises centrales con poca
especializacion en turismo (Luxemburgo, Alemania, Francia, Bélgica e ltalia); y los paises del este
(Lituania, Polonia, Letonia, Republica Checa, Rumania, Hungria, etc.).

Los paises del este poseen niveles de riqueza inferiores al resto y eso dificulta la generacion de
publicaciones en revistas de alto impacto, mas aun en sectores con poca tradicion como sector
econdémico, como es el caso del turismo. En este contexto hay que destacar el esfuerzo de Croacia y
Eslovenia, especialmente el de algunas de sus universidades. En Europa occidental hay que
mencionar el caso de Portugal, ya que ha conseguido mejorar significativamente su produccién
cientifica durante la uUltima década, a pesar de la situacion econémica del pais. Ello se ha debido al

esfuerzo de los investigadores portugueses por captar fondos europeos que suplan la falta de
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financiacion nacional. La situacién contraria a la de Portugal es la de Grecia, al vivir un estancamiento
en la ultima década que le ha hecho perder peso internacional en el campo del turismo.

Aunque la produccion cientifica de la UE ha aumentado, gracias a que cada vez mas centros y
paises realizan investigacion en este campo, soélo represento el 33,7% del total mundial en 2016, no
mucho mas del 29,9% de 1998. Ello es debido al rapido crecimiento de las publicaciones sobre
turismo en el mundo, principalmente en las economias emergentes. Aun asi es una evoluciéon mejor
que la de los paises anglosajones, que han crecido menos que el total mundial y pierden peso
relativo. Ese 33,7% mundial de 2016 es inferior al volumen de turistas internacionales recibidos ese
ano (40,5%). Ello indica que la investigacién académica europea aun no se encuentra al nivel de su
sector econdmico.

La salida de Reino Unido puede mermar significativamente los resultados de la UE y del propio
Reino Unido. El Reino Unido ha participado en el 43,1% de las publicaciones en turismo de la UE,
muchas de ellas colaboraciones entre investigadores britanicos y de otros paises europeos. Sin el
Reino Unido, las publicaciones totales de la UE se veran reducidas significativamente, pero se
mantendran colaboraciones y parte de la actividad cientifica del Reino Unido se trasladara a centros
del continente.

Aunque hay importantes crecimientos en los volumenes de publicaciones, diversos paises
cuentan con cifras muy bajas debido a que este tipo de publicaciones tienen dificultades que
perjudican a los paises mas pequefos y pobres:

« Elacceso a la bibliografia internacional es de pago en la mayoria de casos. El coste del
acceso a estas publicaciones es muy elevado, incluso para los centros punteros de los
paises mas ricos, y prohibitivo para los paises pobres. Para contrarrestar esta barrera
se han creado acumuladores online. Se trata de un caso de “pirateria” que busca
superar la barrera de los elevados costes de acceso a las publicaciones de las grandes
editoriales.

e Laredaccion de los trabajos académicos implica dificultades, no sélo por el aprendizaje
de los estilos tipicos en los trabajos académicos. El predominio del inglés en las
revistas académicas internacionales deja en desventaja a los autores no anglosajones,
ya que deben exponer cuestiones complejas en un idioma que no es el suyo. Ello
implica costes en aprendizaje del inglés, y en traduccion y revision de textos. También
es motivo de muchas de las colaboraciones con investigadores anglosajones.

Finalmente, cabe indicar que la investigacion en turismo es muy reciente y vive una expansion
exponencial que hace que en cinco o diez afios la situacidn internacional cambie significativamente.
Los analisis bibliométricos deben realizarse periédicamente y para todos los paises con la finalidad de
detectar cambios de tendencia o nuevos centros y autores con potencial internacional.

La principal limitacion de este trabajo estd en que no se han ponderado las diversas
publicaciones tomadas en consideracién y no se han tenido en cuenta otras revistas especializadas
de menor relevancia. Otra limitacion es el funcionamiento del buscador de la base Scopus, ya que

muestra algunas imperfecciones que hacen dificil repetir los mismos resultados con total exactitud.
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Abstract

Regularly motivated trips are as old as religion itself, and therefore religious tourism is the oldest type of tourism
that has been in existence since ancient times. Religious tourism is a type of specialized tourism that satisfies
religious and spiritual needs as well as related art, cultural and historical and other values. Religious tourism is
highly developed in many countries. These countries have a rich base of religious monuments, monasteries,
temples. Bulgaria also has numerous religious tourism resources, which is a prerequisite for the development of
this kind of tourism. Some of the sites are under the auspices of UNESCO. These are the Rila Monastery, the
Boyana Church and the lvanovo Rock Monasteries.

Keywords: Religious tourism, tourist resources, cultural and historical heritage.

Resumo

Viagens regularmente motivadas sdo tao antigas quanto a propria religido e, portanto, o turismo religioso ¢ o tipo
de turismo mais antigo que existe desde a antiguidade. O turismo religioso € um tipo de turismo especializado,
que satisfaz necessidades religiosas e espirituais, assim como arte relacionada, valores culturais e histéricos e
outros valores. Em muitos paises, incluindo a Bulgaria, o turismo religioso € altamente desenvolvido. Estes
paises tém uma rica base de monumentos religiosos, mosteiros, templos que designamos como recursos
turisticos religiosos. A Bulgaria também possui numerosos recursos turisticos religiosos, o que € um pré-requisito
para o desenvolvimento deste tipo de turismo. Alguns dos sites estdo sob os auspicios da UNESCO. Estes séo o
Mosteiro de Rila, a Igreja Boyana e os Mosteiros Rock Ivanovo.

Palavras-chave: Turismo religioso, recursos turisticos, patriménio cultural e histérico.

1. Introduction

Regularly motivated trips are as old as religion itself, and therefore religious tourism is the
oldest type of tourism that has been in existence since ancient times. Religious tourism is a modern
(specialized) type of tourism. It is often intertwine, more or less, with other types of tourism. The
strongest combination with cultural tourism (due to the nature of the objects who are visiting) is often
determined as part of it. Its development requires religious tourism resources that are the subject of
research in the present work.
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2. Definition of Religious Tourism

At the core of the essential characteristic of religious tourism is, as a rule, the meaning of the
term “religion”, and hence the definition of “religious”. From the point of view of its more precise
interpretation, it is necessary to compare it with other similar concepts, such as “cult”. The cult is
interpreted as: “religious tribute, prayer, spells, external actions, etc.; serving a deity; adoration,
exalted honor, adoration “or even as” a poem, an idol, a god, a deity, a fetish, a worship, worship,
exaltation, raise, worship”.

The term “religion” has a broader meaning as “a form of public consciousness, a set of systems
of views, attitudes and customs based on belief in supernatural powers, as well as a set of moral
norms, practices, values, institutions and rituals accompanying this system”. It is also defined as “an
ideology, a distinctive feature of which is belief in supernatural, in gods, spirits, etc. or “religion, faith,
belief, creed, dogma”.

The term “religious tourism” combines the meaning of religion (cult) with tourism (tourist travel)
and is most directly related to the needs and motives that the latter satisfies. It follows that clarifying
the essence of religious tourism is appropriate starting from its motivational basics. An overview of
some of its definitions confirms this conclusion (NESHKOV, 2008).

In his Travel, Tourism, and Hospitality Dictionary, S. Medlik defines religious tourism in a narrow
sense as “trips and visits for the purpose of religious experiences, such as pilgrimage to Jerusalem,
Lourdes or Mecca”, but in the broad sense ,travel and visits motivated by religious heritage such as
churches and cathedrals” (MEDLIK, 1996).

In the English language version of the free Wikipedia encyclopedia, religious tourism is defined
as “a form of tourism where believing people travel individually or in groups for worship, mission or
entertainment”.

In German, religious tourism is most often mentioned to as “spiritual tourism” (Spiritual
Tourism). Art History Specialist Karin Berkemann defines spiritual tourism as a “spiritual and physical
journey undertaken by people seeking knowledge of the transcendental, the meaning of life and
values”.

The Catholic theologian Herbert Poensgen understands spiritual tourism as “that form of travel,
rest and unloading, which is fueled by longing for spiritual values, healing, holism (socialization), and
by the drive to the supernatural’.

Marketing psychologist Christoph B. Melchers defines spiritual tourism in the widest sense as
“establishing intimacy with the peculiarity”, which can range from “a family image before the statue of a
certain personality to a perception of the meaning of life” (MARINOV, 2011).

In the presentation of Eugenio Yunis, representative and spokesperson of the World Tourism
Organization (WTO) at the International Conference on Religious Tourism (ICORET) in Nicosia,
Cyprus in October 2006, religious tourism is defined in two substantive aspects: 1) Traveling pilgrims
(pilgrims) and holy places, motivated by piety, spiritual fulfilment or pilgrimage; 2) Type of tourism in
religious sites or places (as a variety of the cultural). Here, the narrow meaning of this concept is

clearly distinguished.
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In the previously published electronic material of the First International Tradeshow &
Convention for the Religious Travel Industry in Orlando, Florida, at the end of October 2008, this type
of tourism is categorically defined as “... the world's tourism market.... and an important part of the
tourism industry”. In a meaningful aspect, the definition includes: “travel to destinations with religious
sites and places; traveling with spiritual... (NESHKOV, 2008)”.

T. Hristov defines religious tourism as “types of activities related to the provision of services and
the satisfaction of the needs of tourists traveling to holy places and religious centers beyond their
usual environment” (HRISTOV, 2003).

Sometimes trips to religious sites are extremely long and bear all the signs of the tourist trip.
Boris Vukonich gives the following definition: these are forms of tourist travel that arose as a result of
the religious motivation of man (VUKONIC, 1996).

Most authors view pilgrimage tourism as a variety of religious tourism. O. Halyva (HALYVA,
2015) notes that in religious tourism many modern scholars like A. Babkin, M. Birjakov and others
mention two main varieties: pilgrimage tourism and religious tourism with an excursion-cognitive
orientation.

A little more broadly, he views the pilgrim tourism M. Vinokurov (VINOKUROV, 2004). In his
view, pilgrimage tourism aims to visit holy places, centers, church monuments and relics. The given
type of tourism implies trips for important religious ceremonies, cognitive tours for religious
monuments, the history and culture of different religions, as well as scientific trips of specialists related
to religious matters. This definition allows participation in pilgrimage tourism not only of believing
people.

Under religious tourism, A. Babkin (BABKIN, 2008) understands the types of activities related to
providing services and meeting the needs of tourists heading to holy places and religious centers
beyond the usual environment. Pilgrim tourism, as defined by this author, is - a set of trips of
representatives of various professions with pilgrimage purposes. Pilgrimage means the aspiration of
believing people to worship in the holy places.

There is another point of view. Thus, K. Mazin considers it unacceptable to identify the terms
“tourist” and “pilgrim”, respectively, the terms “tourism” and “pilgrimage”. Against the attribution of
pilgrimage to tourism are joining by representatives of different religions.

Agreeing with K. Mazin's view of the need to allow legislative and tax preferences for religious
pilgrims, it should be noted that religious pilgrimage is also the subject of research and, accordingly, is
in the sphere of scientific interest (MAZIN, 2009).

Dash Ushakov's Talking Dictionary (enc-dic.com), in most cases, is defined as the journey of
pilgrims to the holy places. According to D. Ushakov and S. Ozegov, the concept of “pilgrimage” has
another meaning. In particular, it means a trip, walking somewhere for the purpose of acquaintance
with all sights, as well as celebrity faces. Therefore, in such understanding, such trips may not be
related to religious purposes.

The Sociological Dictionary notes that along with religious pilgrimage in modern society, growth
and secular pilgrimage (for example, in Disneyland or Elvis Presley's mound in Memphis, Tennessee),

is noted. This feature of modern tourism industry brings within itself traits of traditional pilgrimage.
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According to B. Kolev (KOLEV, 2015), pilgrimage or cult (religious tourism) can also be
considered a variety of cultural and historical tourism, as its objects are very important components of
the cultural and historical heritage. Cult tourism is a type of specialized tourism, including exploring,
perceiving and worshiping historical values created in past historical epochs - tangible objects,
temples of different kinds, lit tombs, routes, etc. Pilgrim tourism means a pilgrimage journey with a
distinctly religious purpose.

A very pragmatic and comprehensive content is the definition of religious tourism by the World
Religious Travel Association. According to the association, “today the religious journey and the
corresponding hospitality are defined by:

« travel to religious destinations;

« travel to religious events (events);

* a mission with a mission or humanitarian purpose;

* a non-commercial trip”.

St. Marinov (MARINOV, 2011) offers two brief definitions of a religious tourist and religious
tourism.

A religious tourist is a person traveling and temporarily away from their usual environment to
visit religious sites, sites, and events.

Religious tourism is a set of activities to meet the needs of religious travelers.

Religious tourism as a specialized species can be defined as a tourist journey motivated by the
satisfaction of religious needs through the consumption of religious values (DICHEV, 2008).

According to Encho Kostov (KOSTOV, 2000), a tourist traveling with a religious purpose is a
person who leaves his permanent residence for a period of no more than half a year to visit holy
places or religious centers. Religious tourism is a specialized tourist trip motivated partly or entirely by
religious needs, satisfied by participation in religious attractions.

We could define two distinct aspects of religious tourism:

1) Religious pilgrimage tourism, provoked by purely religious purposes, to explore God and
himself;

2) Religious cultural-cognitive tourism, initiated by more general objectives related to the study
of natural and cultural-historical sites related to individual religions.

Unlike all other segments of the tourist market, the main motive for religious tourism is faith.
Based on the analysis of literary sources, basic research and contemporary trends in tourism
development, we can synthesize a generic definition of religious tourism. Religious tourism is a
specialized type of tourism where people travel individually or in groups to religious destinations
beyond the limits of their usual environment for the purpose of consuming religious values in one form

or another.

3. Religious tourism resources

The product of religious tourism includes countless many religious attractions that can be

grouped in the following directions:
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(a) holy places and religious centers serving the purpose of religiously motivated pilgrimage
visits;

b) religious buildings and monuments that have both historical and architectural and artistic
value;

c) religious events and celebrations (festivals, processions, rituals, offices, etc.);

d) cult objects, souvenirs, sound recorders, books and others with religious
themes (KOSTOV, 2001).

The American scholar Mary Nolan (NOLAN, 1992) makes the classification of religious tourist
attractions in three groups:

Sanctuaries. These are temples or places where people are believed to have worked or have
appeared to be important religious characters. The most numerous are those devoted to Sts. Virgin
Mary, just over 2000 in Italy, Jesus Christ and others. Sacred relics and parts of clothing, relics,
objects, miraculous icons are kept in some, and legends and real events enhance their attractiveness.
Although there is not enough convincing scientific evidence, a number of them, like Lourdes, are
curing many pilgrims with severe disabilities and illnesses.

Religious sites with complex motives to visit. They have not only a religious but also an
architectural, historical, cultural-cognitive value. This group includes monasteries, most of the ancient
churches, baptisteries and many of the chapels. Their dissemination is ubiquitous, and this determines
their secondary, complementary role in the tourist journey.

Religious festivals and anniversaries. They are opposed to two needs: the religious one,
requiring silence, privacy for the true ritual, and the tourist, with the mass presence of thousands of
noisy groups. That is why they move away from the sanctuaries, they are held more in objects with
valuable masterpieces of art or with particular historical fate and events. Their mass is strengthened if
worship is done in the presence of a senior hierarchical officer, and especially the head of the religion
(Pope John Paul Il for the Catholic world, for example).

Religious sites and centers

Europe's continent is characterized by the densest network of buildings and places of
pilgrimage and religious tourism. Their total number is difficult to determine, but it is enough to see the
WHL, which includes 31 churches as a single object - in Tourne, Belgium; Boyana and in the village of
Ivanovo in Bulgaria; Episcopal in Porec, Croatia; and in Sibenik, in the province of Trodos, Cyprus; in
Green people, Sedlec Olomouc Czech Republic, etc. Not only national but also world-famous have:
the cathedral in Assisi; the French in Chartres, Amiens; Cologne in Germany; Canterbury in the UK;
the monasteries on the rock giants - Meteora in Greece, the Jerénimos in Lisbon, the Romanian in
Horezu and a number of others. The specific value is: the pilgrimage path of St. Jacob in France; the
respective church in Santiago de Compostela, Spain, and the path of pilgrims beside her.

Most are the religious sites in Italy and Spain, which is explained by their great religiosity and
the specific role of the Vatican. The main Italian centers of pilgrimage are: Loreto - 4.0 million, Assisi -
4 million, Rome with Vatican - 7 million, Padua - 4.6 million, Siena, Neutno to Rome, and their total
number is 450, of which 112 are of international importance. By age, the XIX and XX centuries prevail
with 91 centers; from the Baroque period (1600-1800) -163 centers; and the Gothic (XII - XV century) -
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84 centers. For France, the same ranking is held by Parisian Virgin Mary - 8 million people, Lourdes -
5 million people, “Saint Bogorodica from Furviere” in Lyon - also 5 million people, in Marseilles - 1.5
million people, the Lijsio pilgrimage center - 1.2 million people. It is interesting that 717 trains travel to
Lourd, a city with 17,000 inhabitants, its airport accommodates 530 thousand passengers (for
comparison - Varna has 520 thousand passengers) and the accommodation base in hotels, catholic
boarding houses and others reaches 36 thousands of beds, that is, 2.1 beds per inhabitant. In Poland,
more than 4 million pilgrims visit the churches and monasteries of Yasna Gura Hill near Czestochowa,
and the other larger pilgrimage centers are Lichén, Gura Sveta Anna, Piskara Stonski and others.

The specific religious significance of the most famous and tourist most attractive pilgrimage
centers is expressed in:

Austria. The established center of pilgrimage is Mariahilf, located in the Eastern Alps, between
Graz and Vienna. It is situated at 862 m which is why it is also visited as a winter resort. Its main
church dates from the 11th century.

Bosnia and Herzegovina. In 1981, a group of six children from Intergroup reported the
appearance of the Virgin Mary, specifically in the village of Biaakovichi on June 24th. On the third day
here come 1000 people and the fifth - 15 000. Now the number of pilgrims exceeds 1.2 million people.
The appearance continues, and the worshipers seek religious mercy in the church “St. Jacob” in the
city (MARKOV, 2015).

Greece. Sveta Gora. Monasteries of Mount Athos. The first settler monks came to Mount Athos
in the 5th century, but a more settled settlement began in the 7th century. In the short period (963-
1050) 150 monasteries were built in Mount Athos. Of 190 monasteries and over 12,000 monks, there
are now 20 monasteries on Mount Athos, about 600 cells with just over 3,800 monks. Of the
monasteries Bulgarian is only “Zograph”, Serbian is “Hilendar”, Russian — ,St. Pantaleimon”. The
remaining 17 are Greek (ALEXIEVA, 2007).

Great Britain. Westminster Abbey has the highest number of pilgrims (3.25 million people).
Since 1066, all English kings have been crowned and buried here. The Coronation Corridor and the
Royal Chapel are on display. Includes: octagonal Gothic cathedral of the 13th century, abbey
museum, tombs of the most important British figures - Newton, Darwin, Dickens, Churchill, etc.
Located on the north bank of the Thames near Buckingham Palace and ,Trafalgar Square”.

Germany. In southern Bavaria, a hundred kilometers east of Munich, is Altoying, the leading
pilgrimage center of the whole country. The first worship was in 1483 in the Gannen Chapel. Against
him there is the church ,St. Philip and Jacob” with its renowned treasure from 1400 and the
magnificent panorama of 1902 — ,The Crucifixion of Christ’, with an area of 1200 m? (MARKQV,
2015). The tourist flow between Germany and Austria and the Netherlands and Germany is most
powerful, due to their territorial proximity and the lack of a language barrier (LEVKOV, 2015b).

Spain. The most important is the pilgrimage path of St. Jacob coming from France, through
Burgos and Leon, to Santiago de Compostela. There is also a coastal route along the Bay of Biscay
(DIMITROVA, 2015). It passes through many monasteries, churches and inns, with a total length of
800 km. In the city itself, some of the pilgrims (up to 7-8 thousand people) come on foot, bicycle or

horse, as in the Middle Ages. The pilgrimage ends in the majestic cathedral where the tomb of the

84



DIMITROV, S. (2019). Religious tourism and religious tourism resources, The Overarching Issues of the European Space- a strategic
(re)positioning of environmental and socio-economic problems?, Porto, Fac.Letras Univ. Porto. pp. 79-89
(DOI: 10.21747/9789898969149/reli)

saint is the protector of all of Spain. Approximately 3 million people visit each year. More than one and
a half million of them are pilgrims in the largest church-monastery complex Montserrat, 30 km west of
Barcelona. It was built in the 11th century and its last restoration was from the 19th century. The
surrounding landscape is extremely beautiful, with huge rock figures like fortress towers (MARKOV,
2015).

Italy. The Vatican is located in the western part of Rome. It is a papal sovereign city state, the
residence of the Roman pope. The architectural complex of the Vatican includes cult, palace and
fortress buildings. The Vatican is the largest Catholic cathedral in the world “St. Peter” (VELIKOV,
2009) and one of the main sacred places of Catholicism’. In Padua there is the Basilica of St. Antony
of 1231 and the nearby Healing Baths of Evgenia, with the sanctuary of St. Virgin Mary. Near the
eastern coast is the town of Loreto, which is the “holy house” of the Virgin of Nazareth. According to
legends, it was carried here on the wings of angels, and more credibly aboard a crusader ship. The
other important pilgrimage center, Assisi, is located north of Rome, with a basilica and monastery
dating back to the 13th century dedicated to the patron saint of all of Italy St. Francis. Each year, on
January 1, the official symphonic concert shown by televisions is shown to 300 million viewers.

Poland. Apart from the mentioned churches and monasteries devoted to Sts. Virgin Mary in
Czestochowa, a large pilgrimage stream (of over 1 million people) is headed to Liechen. In August,
more than 300,000 people come to Czestochowa to worship the miraculous icon of St. Virgin Mary.
Many of them hope through prayers to receive healing. Large processions and liturgies are organized
in front of 500,000 people (MARKOV, 2015).

Portugal. Fatima is a place of worship similar to Lourdes, which is also visited by patients in the
hope of being healed®. In 1919 a chapel was built in the holy place, which in 1922 was destroyed by
an explosion in an attack. In 1928 the bishop of the city of Leiria aid the foundation stone of a church
and sanctuary, completed in 1930, the large building was in the neoclassic style. Here are the tombs
of the two shepherds Francisco e Jacinta Marto. The third shepherd Lucia dos Santos died in 2005 in
Coimbra at the age of 98.

John Paul Il himself has visited Fatima 3 times. There, on 13 May 2000, he declared a Jacinta

and Francisco Marto as blissful. Every year, from May 13 to late October, pilgrims from the entire

! According to Catholic tradition, the church is buried in the church. Peter, one of the twelve apostles of Jesus
Christ, considered by the Catholics to be the first bishop of Rome and the first in the list of Roman pope. The
Christian church has also existed since the IV century, and the construction of the modern building began on 18
April 1506 and was completed on 18 November 1626.

2 According to the legend of May 13, 1917, Virgin Mary appears to the three children of a local shepherd, Lucia
dos Santos, Jacinta Marto and Francisco, in the middle of the field. She tells them they have to go back to this
place on the 13th of the month. The children agreed to keep a confidential meeting with God's mother, but Jacinta
violated the agreement and on 13 July the place was visited by some curious people who wanted to convince
themselves with the eyes of the children's story. In the following months, the number of people who cheated with
the story grew more and more until God's mother announced that a miracle would happen on October 13. At the
appointed day, thousands witnessed the ,Sunshine Miracle”. People could no trouble watching the sun, which
resembled a silver disk and spun like a fiery ball.

On May 13, 1930, the bishop of Leiria declared the phenomenon true and the official worship of the Virgin Mary in
Fatima was permitted. During the third appearance on July 13, the three children were bequeathed to the three
secrets of Fatima. In 1941, Ldcia, one of the three children and the only living (the other two victims of the
Spanish flu), recorded the first and the second, and in 1944 the third. Some refer to the content of the secret to
the assassination of Papa John Paul Il on 13 May 1981, which was done on the day of the first appearance of Our
Lady.
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Catholic world are coming to Fatima. This contributes to the development of religious tourism, all the
more so since Fatima begins the pilgrim's pilgrimage path to Santiago de Compostela (DIMITROV,
2014).

France. Together with the mentioned main pilgrimage center, Lourdes, from 1859 stand out
Mon-sen Michelle and Lizzie. The first one also has an important economic role, with an annual
revenue of nearly EUR 700 million. The island monastery fortress Mont-des-Michel has a smaller bed
base in hotels around 1200 beds and over 700 in campsites, and in Lisieux there are 1160 beds in
hotels and 280 in campsites accommodating 1.5 million tourists.

United States. Significant are the opportunities for development of this type of tourism in the
US, especially in the historical regions - New England and the Middle-Atlantic States (LEVKOV,
2015a).

Travel and Leisure specializes in the 40 most visited holy places in the world. Here are included
temples of different religions - Christianity, Buddhism, Islam, Judaism, and others. The ranking of the
most visited holy places looks like this in recent years by an average number of visitors (pilgrims and
tourists):

1. Shijo Temple Meiji in Tokyo - visited by about 30 million people a year (Shinto is a traditional
religion in Japan only and precedes the emergence of Buddhism in this country). It was built 100 years
ago in honor of Emperor Meiji and Empress Shaken. Surrounded by a forest of over 100,000 trees
and beautiful gardens.

2. Sensoji Buddhist Temple in Tokyo - 30 million people. Built in honor of Buddha Kanon.

3. Kashi Vishwanta in Varanasi (India) - 21.9 million people. It is located on the west bank of the
Ganges River and is the most famous Hindu temple dedicated to Lord Shiva in Varanasi.

4. Catholic bases Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe in Mexico City - 20 million people. Thousands
come here to visit the liturgy and see the image of Our Lady, which is alleged to have appeared on its
own on a canvas in 1531.

5. The Hindu Temple of Tirumala Tirupati Devastanamas in Andhra Pradesh, India - 18.25
million people. Hindu sects began building this temple 1200 years ago.

6. Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris - 13.6 million people. It was built in 1345 and is the most
visited site in Europe.

7. Sacre Coeur Basilica, Paris - 10.5 million people. On this hill, initially druids worshiped their
gods Mercury and Mars. Today a beautiful 19th-century basilica towers overlooking Paris.

8. Buddhist temple Naritasan Shinchogiji in Chiba Prefecture, Japan - 10 million people. It was
built in 940.

9. The Shintoi Temple, Tsurugaoka Hachimangu, in the Kanagawa Prefecture, Japan - 10
million people. It was built in honor of the God of War in the 12th century.

10. Kumidzuwara Buddhist Temple in Kyoto (Japan) - 10 million people. It is known as a temple
of pure water and is protected by UNESCO.

11. Shinto Temple Ise Jingfu, in Isse, Japan - 8.5 million people. The forest here is worshiped

as sacred before it began building a temple in the 3rd century AD.
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12. St. Peter's Basilica, Vatican City - 7 million people. One of the most famous buildings in the
world. Here are some of the most famous Renaissance masters like Rafaello, Bernini, Michelangelo
and others. Under the protection of UNESCO.

13. Dazaifu Tenangu Temple (Japan) - 6.6 million people.

14. Buddhist Kinkaku-shi Temple in Kyoto (Japan), built in the 15th century - 6 million people.

15. Cologne Cathedral (Germany), under the protection of UNESCO - 6 million people.

The list is dominated by Japanese and other eastern temples. It is noteworthy that many
famous cathedrals and mosques are located outside the top 20. The Sistine Chapel in Rome, for
example, is only 24th with 4 million people a year. Hagia Sophia in Istanbul is 29th with 2.9 million
people a year. The largest Muslim temple in the world The sacred Al-Haram Mosque in Mecca, whose
yard is the famous black stone of Kaaba, is only 30th. Sagrada Familia in Barcelona is 31st (2.3
million people). Jerusalem appears only in 19th place with the Wailing Wall. This ranking by number of
visitors (pilgrims and tourists) over time changes, but basically preserves the arrangement of the
sanctuaries and temples (KOLEV, 2017).

Probably the data on the attendance of the 15 temples is somewhat surprising because most
people, both in Bulgaria and in Europe, are accustomed to accepting that one of the largest, most
valuable and world-renowned religious sites are on our continent. These data show another and
perhaps a bit surprising picture. There is hardly a lot of people, for example, aware of the Japanese
temples mentioned above, which lead the presented rankings by degree of attendance. Explanations
of these facts can also be sought. One of them is the very large number of the population of India,
Mexico and Japan, as well as their preserved national and religious traditions. Another explanation
may be based on the fact that in these three countries the degree of religiosity is much greater than
that of the European peoples, which forms flows mainly made up of tourists and fewer pilgrims looking
for sincere religious experiences and emotions. The high attendance of the listed temples in Japan
and India is not a one-time action, but an annual traditional pilgrimage practice. This explains the
extraordinary number of pilgrims.

Bulgaria has experienced a nearly half-century period of atheism and restricting religious
tourism, and such large pilgrimage centers have not been established. Of the 160 monasteries most
visited are Rilski, Bachkovski, Troyanski, Arapovski. Cross Forest also attracts many visitors. Among
the 1245 churches of cultural significance tourist interest is shown to “Al. Nevski” - Sofia, Shipka,
Pazardzhik, Samokov, Veliko Tarnovo and others. For the Catholic religion this is the temple “St.
Ludwig” in Plovdiv, and for the Muslim — “Tombul Mosque” in Shumen (MARKOV, 2015).

Three of the Bulgarian sites included in the UNESCO List of World Natural and Cultural
Heritage are Orthodox temples - the Boyana Church, since 1979, the lvanovo Rock Monasteries of the
Roussenski Lom River, from 1979 and the Rila Monastery since 1983. This is a high recognition of the
world cultural and historical significance of these sites (KOLEV, 2017).

Despite its undeniable cultural heritage, Bulgaria can offer much more for the development of
this type of tourism (LEVKOV, 2017).
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4. Conclusion

Religious tourism develops as a modern type of tourism, inseparably linked to cultural tourism
but having its own peculiarities. An important condition for its development is the presence of religious
attractions and the ability of the subjective factor to transform them into tourist products. In this area,
countries developing religious tourism should be targeted, and of course Bulgaria, which is also rich in

religious tourism resources.
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Abstract

The study examines an understudied side of the multirange aspects of the cultural tourism in Bulgaria. Socio-
cultural aspects have been viewed through their spatial-temporal logic, where tourism resources are
predetermined by the "substrate" on which those resources develop. This is the so-called cultural landscape to
which substantial attention has been paid in this study. On the other hand, the tourists’ notion for a given tourist
destination goes through their purely mental rethinking in a socio-cultural aspect — something we refer to as
“geographical (tourist) image”. The imagined geographies (geography of images) is considered a part of cultural
geography, but in the same time it is a socio-cultural element of the tourist industry. The creation of the tourists’
profile also includes socio-cultural elements: tourists - with their demographic, financial, emotional profile are part
of all that. Those features are considered within the cultural tourism in Bulgaria only. Viewed through such a
"prism", the socio-cultural features respond to many well-known cause-effect relations in cultural tourism
wherever it is developed, while on the other hand, socio-cultural features are able to explain the common
mistakes made in tourism planning.

The present study identifies specific examples related to the socio-cultural aspects of cultural tourism. For
example, Shumen region is a territory full of "past". Its cultural landscape is formed as a result of centuries-old
deposits of different cultures, most of all those are the first Bulgarian capitals. In the following period, the region
was the spiritual center of Bulgaria. Community centers (“Chitalishte”), theaters and musical performances gave
the appearance of the city lifestyle in more recent historical periods. These cultural features make the territory of
the region quite specific in terms of cultural tourism on an international scale. This is how the cultural landscape
which has been shaped without the efforts of the contemporary society, has transformed the territory into a unique
area for practicing this type of tourism. On the other hand, the territory of the Rhodope Mountains, for example, is
abundant with sites and artefacts from the time of the ancient Thracians. The cultural landscape in that region
therefore would be different from that in the region of Shumen and would facilitate predominantly the development
of archaeological tourism (as part of the cultural tourism) or religious tourism, while the tourist flow to those type of
tourist sites will exhibit different socio-cultural characteristics compared to those featuring the tourist flow to
Shumen region for example.

Key words: cultural tourism, landscape, image, socio-culture.

Resumo

O presente estudo pretende dar conhecimento sobre os aspetos multivariaveis do turismo cultural na Bulgaria. O
estudo identifica exemplos especificos relacionados com os aspectos socioculturais do turismo cultural. A regido
de Shumen é um territério cheio de "passado". A sua paisagem cultural resulta de depdsitos seculares de
diferentes culturas, a maioria das quais correspondem as primeiras capitais bulgaras. No periodo seguinte, a
regido era o centro espiritual da Bulgaria. Os centros comunitarios (“Chitalishte”), os teatros e as apresentagdes
musicais demonstram o estilo de vida da cidade em periodos histéricos mais recentes. Essas caracteristicas
culturais tornam este territério bastante especifico em termos de turismo cultural & escala internacional. E assim
que a paisagem cultural que foi moldada ao longo dos tempos, transformou o territério numa area unica para a
pratica desse tipo de turismo. Por outro lado, o territério dos Montes Rédope é abundante em sitios e artefactos
da época dos antigos tracios. Nesta regido, a paisagem cultural sera diferente da existente na regido de Shumen
e ajudara a desenvolver predominantemente o turismo arqueoldgico (como parte do turismo cultural) ou o
turismo religioso. O fluxo turistico para este local turistico podera exibir caracteristicas socioculturais diferentes
em comparagado com aqueles que caracterizam o fluxo turistico para a regido de Shumen.

Palavras-chave: turismo cultural, paisagem, imagem, sociocultural.
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1. Introduction

The development of the tourism sector (including cultural tourism) depends on different socio-
cultural characteristics, both of the environment and the tourist contingent itself. This paper examines
the socio-cultural aspects of the second element — those of the tourist contingent. The development of
a particular type of tourism in a given space is determined by the environment where tourism is
developed. Tourism is, in turn, a product of the interaction between the natural environment and the
cultural product of the society that inhabits that environment, and has left its specific social and cultural
prints, thus creating the so-called cultural landscape.

On the other hand, the perceptions of each environment including the tourism environment is
dependent on the individual perceptions of the tourists or the local residents. The images (as part of
the society) we create for each landscape, are an important socio-cultural feature of cultural tourism.

Main objective: defining the socio-cultural profile of tourists in Bulgaria

2. Socio-cultural profile of tourists

According to the definition of the European Program for the Impact of Cultural Tourism on
Urban Resources and Economy (ALEKSIEVA. BOKOVA, 2013), cultural Tourism is a form of tourism
focused on culture, the cultural environment, including the landscapes of the destination, values and
styles of life, local heritage, arts, spectacles, traditions and the entertainment resources of the host
community. Cultural tourism can include participation in cultural events, museum visits and meetings
with the local.

It is important to note that cultural tourism is not a computable economic activity, but rather an
activity that encompasses the experience of the visitors in a given place, experiencing something
beyond their everyday life. Cultural tourism occupies about 20% of the world's tourism travel market
and about 60% of the tourism market in Europe (ALEKSIEVA. BOKOVA, 2013),

The introduction of the concept of cultural tourism and its development is has to do with
international institutions such as ICOMOS, which "operates" on behalf of the UNWTO. In the 1960s,
tourism was understood as a way of life became a program of mutual acquaintance between
Europeans, as well as an economic tool for the development of the European regions. That was the
time when designing programs for cultural heritage, whose apogee - "The Days of Heritage" gained
popularity in the 1980s. At that same time, the UN imposed new terminology (www.icomos.org,
10.10.2018r.)

to be used for expressing and indicating the differences, and introduced the speaking of ethnic
differences as of cultural differences. Gradually, cultural differences become a universal value that has
its own visibility. This visibility is ensured through the World Heritage List while later — through the

development of a program for the preservation of "the living human treasures".
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Cultural tourism focuses on the differences in the ways of life and the opportunity to explore the
"authenticity”, experiencing other cultures, and so on. All these activities and practices at the
international level have their economic and social aspects which are hard to separate, regulated or set
for regulation by the political figures. In other words, cultural tourism is a continuation of the
development of tourism - mutual acquaintance and searching for economic effects at the local level...

Formally in 1965, ICOMOS set the theme of cultural tourism, but later its place was constructed
in the way of that it is regarded as opposition to mass tourism — the one associated with “destroys” the
destinations, while cultural tourism is seen as the one that preserves them. In 1987, the UN and
UNESCO announced a world-class decade of cultural development, with cultural tourism being a key
tool, which should protect cultural values while ensuring good income. The tracking of ICOMOS's
history is a history of the "image" and the “tool” called "cultural tourism" (www.icomos.org).

Along with researchers' criticisms of the gradual transformation of the concept of cultural
tourism into something which only serves the legitimacy of international organizations such as
UNESCO today, there is a gradual shift in the political sphere along with a transition from
“universalism” to “difference”. On the one hand, it is the recognition of the traditional and modern
cultures, being equally valuable alongside the historical monuments, with the introduction of a specific
value — that of "the intangible heritage" - most often related to performing arts such as singing,
dancing, craftworks, etc. On the other hand, the expansion of the sphere of cultural tourism
encompasses heritages which are beyond the concept of the Western Europeans (BORTOLOTTO
2007, quoted by ALEXIEVA, BOKOVA, 2013), something which is seen as a positive effect.

Today, the interest is focused on exploring the various forms of cultural tourism and concepts in
a diverse national context, in the context of regional development of the world or of a particular
country, etc. Without even a lengthy field study, the different emphasis in demand and supply,
strategies and policies aimed at "cultural tourism" are clearly visible. Whether it is to deepen
knowledge by visiting historic sites or visiting emotionally, visually or otherwise, whether it is directed
towards the elitism of knowledge and experience or "passing” through an important and world-wide
object.

The personal characteristics of the tourist gives clarity about the preferences for a certain type
of tourism, gives the opportunity to build the so-called tourist profile, which facilitates the management
of destinations and their proper planning. The tourist profile includes socio-cultural elements such as
demographic parameters, educational and financial status, marital and gender structure of the tourist
contingent. This is an important part of the analysis of the tourism industry.

According to Penerliev (2016), studying the tourists’ behaviour - however varied it should be -
provides a prerequisite for making proper projection of the tourism industry. Studying tourists’
behaviour is an activity that beyond those employed in tourism, requiring the involvement of
psychologists, anthropologists, ethnographers, etc. The behaviour is part of the general characteristic
of the personality, which has different dimensions. It may be positive or negative, conscious or
unconscious, etc. Behaviour differs between different ethnic or ethnographic groups, depending on the
geographic areas they inhabit, etc. An essential question in tourism studies is: Should we examine

tourist behaviour and why? The natural answer of course is yes, because: it gives us an idea of the

92



PETKOV, V. (2019). Socio-cultural features of cultural tourism in Bulgaria, The Overarching Issues of the European Space- a strategic
(re)positioning of environmental and socio-economic problems?, Porto, Fac.Letras Univ. Porto. pp. 90 -101
(DOI: 10.21747/9789898969149/soci)

wishes of the tourists; directions for future action; enables us to spot our mistakes; to accurately
predict and plan our future actions. Along with some general trends in the behaviour of tourists
segmentation is also required depending on certain regional differences. For example, globally
speaking, as far as the so-called Western Civilization is concerned, the main trends in the behaviour of
tourists are limited to certain demographic, financial or ecological dependencies, which not necessarily
applies to all tourists around the world.

The modern consumer of tourism and leisure worldwide has the following characteristics: they
are the ideal tourist multi-user; for a certain period of time (e.g. one year) they perform various
activities depending on the type of tourism being practiced; they have certain experience in tourism
that allows them to assess tourist services and to choose the best value for money; they demand
more because they are well-informed about the product as a whole and about the tourist destination
itself; they know they are part of a supply market rather than a demand one, which make them quite
flexible and inconsistent with regard to consumer criteria and selective in making tourism decisions;
they seek truth, not promises; they require security and warranty for the purchase, although under
certain circumstances they are also ready to accept surprises to a certain extent; they want to be more
active as a confirmation of their individuality - not only do they participate in the experience, but they
also choose the elements of that experience; they are looking for self-realization; they want to satisfy
more of their emotional/spiritual interests because they are better educated; apart from the main
product, they are also interested in the availability of additional programs; they divided their stay into
parts; holidays are shorter but numerous, distributed throughout the year; they are tempered by
various daily destinations and products, or exotic, adventurous trips involving long journeys; they
retain their preference for traditional and relatively close destinations Penerliev (2016).

In addition, modern tourists seek more tourist products and packages; they increasingly seek a
stay in the nature, adventure, exotics, risk and sports along with the classic products such as
recreation, culture, culinary. They possess better awareness of environmentally friendly, sustainable
use of natural resources, which they see as a balance between the natural landscape and
urbanization, as well as the opportunity to enjoy all that intensively. Modern tourists look for new
contacts with the local population. They want to be properly welcomed and hosted and to mingle into
new environments. They use a variety of sources of information when choosing a tourist destination to
visit, and the Internet becomes more and more dominant as a source of such information
(PENERLIEV, M. 2016). The socio-cultural attitudes of the tourists practicing cultural tourism in
Bulgaria according to Penerliev (2016) in a survey to tourists, are limited to:

* Men and women are distributed almost equally, with a slight prevalence of men (men - 54%,
women - 46%). Forty-nine percent are between the ages of 36 and 55, 36% - between 15 and 35
years; 73% are employed. The share of people with higher education is 68%;

* cultural tourism enthusiasts of come mainly from Western Europe, the Balkan countries and
Russia; 55% of cultural tourism practitioners have already been in Bulgaria before. They are here for
an "adventure" holiday and are attracted mainly by the cultural-historical sights, the low prices and the

nature;
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 Thirty-seven percent arrive via a travel agency. Approximately 2/3 plan their trip a month or
even 2-3 months in advance;

* A quarter of the respondents arrived in the country without prior reservation;

« the average number of overnight stays is 6.4 days, spend 80 euros per day per person on the
average, or 458 euros per person for the whole stay.

According to the data shown in Fig. 1 it becomes clear that cultural tourism comes second as a
preferred type of tourism, after sea tourism, which makes it the second most important type of tourism
among those mentioned in the survey. We can assume that in Bulgaria most of the time sea tourism is
combined with cultural-cognitive tourism — something undeniably proved in the Shumen region.
Cultural tourism is followed by SPA, eco- and other types of tourism, while last but not least - golf

tourism is also practiced.
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Figure 1 — Preference for practicing cultural tourism among tourists in Bulgaria
(Source: http://www.mi.government.bg /13.10.2018r.)

As a result of the presented data and facts, it becomes clear that the description of the tourist
contingents includes mainly socio-cultural elements such as behaviour, attitudes, desires, etc.,
together with basic features of the demographic structures of tourists (age, gender, educational level,
etc.).

The main conclusions show that:
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* Cultural tourism practitioners come mainly from Western Europe, the Balkan countries and
Russia;

* By sex, men and women are almost equally represented, with a slight prevalence of men;

» The average stay of a tourist is just over 6 days;

» About 70% of cultural tourism practitioners have higher education;

* Cultural-cognitive tourism is the second most important in Bulgaria.
3. Socio-cultural features of the territory

According to the Bulgarian dictionary, the term landscape (from German Landschatft) refers to a
specific geographic territory which represents a system of all natural components (rocks, soil, air,
water, vegetation and fauna) that change over time under the influence of natural factors and human
activity. A synonym of the French paysage.

The term cultural landscape has been in use since the emergence of cultural geography (i.e.
from the beginning of the 20th century). Cultural landscape refers to a natural-cultural complex
formed under the influence of the combined impact of nature and man (Penerliev, 2017). Human
society changes that landscape (pay sage) with its socio-cultural and economic activity. In 1932, a
German scholar (Krebs) described the cultural landscape poetically as: Created over the natural
landscape as a fine (or inappropriate) clothing on the body of man (PENERLIEV, PETKOV, 2017). In
fact, the cultural landscape is the environment that surrounds us, altered by human activity under the
influence of natural conditions, of the human’s historical past, the religious and ethnic views and the
result in specific culture. The architecture in a specific area differs from that of other cultural
landscapes, so are lifestyles and livelihoods, which are different for different geographic territories

even within a single country.

4. Functional links between cultural landscape and cultural tourism

Since the cultural landscape is a natural-cultural complex (see the definition above), it is
composed of separate components (elements) that interact continuously as a system. The main
elements of that system are: the natural landscape, the urban formations of the people, their
economic activity, the language (including the toponymy* of the geographic environment), the
spiritual and intangible culture (mainly folklore) (Penerliev, Petkov, 2017) In fact, these are the
elements that form the objects of the tangible and intangible cultural heritage. In the theoretical
aspects of cultural tourism, those are the tourism resources that determine and develop it. This
theoretical-methodological similarity is particularly important.

In fact, the cultural landscape as a category is the basis for the formation of most of the
Bulgarian cultural heritage sites and is a cultural tourism resource - this is the case of the Old town of

Nesebar, the Ivanovo Rock Monasteries, the Boyana Church, the Tsarevets Fortress, the Madara

1Toponymy: the science of names. Very often, the names of settlements and localities reflect the landscape
utilized by humans.
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Horseman, etc. The combination of geographical location, the culture developed on the respective
area and the objects built in a given area make it unique. Nesebar houses are not to be found
anywhere else, even less so — along the Black Sea coast.

The cultural are may, to some point, replace the cultural landscape, but it rather complements
the latter. For example, the cultural area which in a purely mental way emerges in our minds when
talking about the Nestinar dances encompasses not just the village of Bulgari and the neighbouring
ones, where Nestinar dancing is practiced, but the whole of the Strandzha mountain, as some mystic
and extraordinary mountain. It is a custom that extends the scope of its cultural-geographical
manifestation in our minds, although directly related to just a few settlements. The cultural area has
wider mental areas than material. The cultural area of Bulgarian folklore is much wider than Bulgaria's
geographic boundaries. This gives "expanse" to cultural tourism and development of tours beyond the
borders of the country itself - in places where the Bulgarian element is preserved or should be
preserved.

The cultural area and the cultural landscape in the context of cultural tourism define the
"different" in the territory. In turn, that gives the territory different attractiveness and image. It is well-
known that the tourist is looking for something different from their own home or place of residence —
i.e. for a different and attractive cultural landscape (paysage).

The described elements of the cultural landscape form several types (including subtypes) of
cultural landscapes, highlighting their differences. The division of cultural landscapes varies depending
on the chosen leading criterion. According to Livinskaya (2014), cultural landscapes are divided into
the following types:

1. A group of cultural landscapes that bear a valuable world or national cultural heritage. There
are two subgroups in this group:

- cultural landscapes bearing the material (tangible) cultural heritage (archaeological
monuments, architectural sites) as well as some natural phenomena.

- cultural landscapes, bearing intangible cultural heritage (lifestyle and culture of the local
population), established by the local verbal folklore.

2. A group of cultural landscapes, established by scientific methods, which landscapes are
valuable to the world in general or the region where they have been formed. They are also divided into
two subgroups:

- cultural landscapes made up of real sites which represent objects of interest to scholars,
folklorists, anthropologists and so forth. Those objects of interest may be the population itself (for
example, isolated tribes in the Amazon basin), as well as historical monuments of ancient cultures.

- cultural landscapes based on mythology, religion, folk art, etc. Those cultural landscapes can
be real (e.g. the Shopluk region in Bulgaria) or virtual (e.g. the undiscovered mythical continent of
Atlantis). In fact, all Greek mythology and its development onto the natural landscape, namely - the
Mount Olympus, is an example of a virtual landscape formed in our consciousness based only on
myths and legends.

3. Cultural landscapes occurring only in the minds of artists (painters, musicians, authors).

Though hard to understand and too abstract for us, these are the landscapes described in most
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fantasy novels (e.g. the environment where Harry Potter lives). Naturally, these types of landscape are
not the subject of this study.

Thus described, cultural landscapes are formed on the basis of their predetermined natural
resources (resulting from the natural landscape) or the presence of cultural values and cultures in their
territories. If we define landscapes according to their outward appearance, then their division will look
in a different way. As early as 1942, the prominent Bulgarian geographer Prof. Ignat Penkov argues
that cultural geography studies the cultural landscape in its economic, urban and communicational
aspect. Thus the above-mentioned author actually tries to divide cultural landscapes according to their
appearance. Today, the overall opinions are similar. Most modern geographers distinguish:

e agricultural landscape
e rural cultural landscape
e industrial cultural landscape

Some of the authors (Livinskaya, Mitin, 2014 etc.) supplement this idea with religious (sacral),
recreational, reservation (including cultural archaeological reserves), memorial (e.g. Arlington National
Cemetery near Washington, D.C., military cemeteries of Bulgarian soldiers in Northern Dobrudzha)
and other cultural landscapes.

The described types (subtypes) of cultural landscape are nothing more than the various
resources for the development of cultural tourism in its variations (festival, literary, archaeological,
adventure, industrial, scientific, etc.). Knowledge of the nature that determines those types of tourism
facilitates the perceptions of their development, functioning and management. This comes to prove
that the cultural landscape is the "substrate" of cultural tourism.

An interrelation has been established between the cultural tourism sites and the cultural
landscape — the latter being the "substrate" (the environment) where those sites have been formed.
The study of both is carried out by following the same algorithm and using similar methods. Scientific
research is important for the preservation of the cultural landscape (the tourism resources for cultural
tourism).

The cultural-geographic environment only becomes a fact after a certain time period of
formation and modeling. That environment is definitely attached to a particular territory. The genetic
approach is often applied in the study of cultural-geographic environment. This is a general scientific
method that aims to explain the different processes and phenomena occurring in the environment in
the context of the "time" category. The genetic approach is an important method for determining
conservation and management actions concerning the intangible cultural heritage. For example, when
analyzing the custom of "Surva" or the Koprivshtitsa fair, it is important to define the historical-temporal
framework of their emergence and development, as well as the cultural-geographical area that the
custom covers. The protection of such heritage is not only conceived in its annual presentation to
guests or tourists (in the case of the Koprivshtitsa fair— held every four years). Both are examples of
gathering activities and customs from a much larger territory than the place of their manifestation.
These are customs that are not attached to a specific geographic environment. Therefore, their

preservation requires not only their organization, but also activities such as:
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* Mapping the locations of their main manifestations;

< ldentification of the spatial cultural-geographic differences;

» Justification of the historical reasons that have led to such differences, using the methods of
analysis of the cultural landscape;

* Based on the above, the most urgent activities for the preservation and conservation of those
customs and folklore peculiarities can be identified.

Protecting the local cultural landscape is mandatory, considering that identity preservation is a
top priority. Kuker masks and games exist not just in Bulgaria but also in Serbia, Italy, Spain and
elsewhere. Therefore, the local uniqueness should be the distinctive feature. In this context, the
Bulgarian cultural-geographic identity should be sought and protected.

In the light of the above theses, the intersections between cultural tourism sites and cultural
landscape are indisputable. In fact, these are identical areas and sites, merely viewed from different

angles.

5. Socio-cultural features of tourism resources

The continuous improvement of the definitions of cultural tourism, focusing on one or other
aspect of the concept, has been brought together by Zheleva-Martins (2005). Author of some of the
most famous definitions of cultural tourism: a journey undertaken by somebody with the intention of
enriching their ideas about the cultural values of Europe" (ATLAS)"; "travelling of people to cultural
attractions away from their permanent residence, in order to gather new information and experience to
satisfy cultural needs"; "any travelling of people to specific cultural attractions such as: historical sites,
artistic and cultural events, arts and drama, outside their permanent residence" (JELEVA-MARTINIAS,
2005). Marin Neshkov has complemented that last “working definition” of cultural tourism focusing on
the consumption of goods originating in a definitive cultural context of the tourism resources and
products, as well as a specific niche of tourism demand and a particular part of the tourism industry
(Penerliev, 2017).

It is interesting to extend the concept of "cultural tourism", which, according to another author,
means all trips to cultural-historical sites and acquiring knowledge of the cultural heritage of a given
destination, which includes architecture, performing and visual arts, way of life of the local population,
local traditions and beliefs "(MARINOV, 2011) In the context of the new dimension of cultural tourism,
Marinov emphasizes that in the 20" century embodies the ideas of the intellectual and moral solidarity
of mankind, and is defined as one of the most promising variations of the tourism industry which
facilitates the exploration, the studying andthe comparing ofnations’ cultural heritage.

International tourism helps the world economy and politics not only as the most applicable
means of cultural exchange. It is a recognized resource for building and maintaining national and
regional identity and cultural diversity. An argument for the preservation of this diversity in Bulgaria is a

precisely formulated goal in the “Cultural Tourism Charter” for the Management of the Natural and

98



PETKOV, V. (2019). Socio-cultural features of cultural tourism in Bulgaria, The Overarching Issues of the European Space- a strategic
(re)positioning of environmental and socio-economic problems?, Porto, Fac.Letras Univ. Porto. pp. 90 -101
(DOI: 10.21747/9789898969149/soci)

Cultural Heritag, which Europe preserves: giving publicity to its importance for society and the need to
preserve it.

The preservation of the tangible and intangible heritage requires the personal commitment and
empathy of the successors of Bulgarian history, culture and traditions. Both cultural tourism and the
image of the country itself will benefit given that investment and entity, responsibility and vision,
advertising and communications, information technologies and interactivity are united into a single
entity (ALEXIEVA, 2010).

The development of one of the most interesting types of tourism, however, is not only a function
of the advantages of a given tourist destination and its cultural and natural heritage. At the heart of the
creation and professional promotion of the cultural tourism product is the activity of numerous working
cultural institutions, various tourist companies and agencies, and last but not least - the use of
specialized companies for integrated marketing and communication in so as to multiply the
advantages of new technologies and of the new media to attract new customers and create an image
and recognition in an increasingly competitive tourism market.

It is a well-known fact that the cultural-historical heritage of Bulgaria is heavily concentrated in
certain regions where the cities have always had real chances for professional development of cultural
tourism. Those regions have traditionally offered a wide variety of tourist products, motivated by the
need of tourists to enrich and expand their general and specialized knowledge. Because of the
diversity of cultural tourism, these cities attract "diverse forms or nuances: cultural, recreational,
educational, scientific, etc. A typical feature of cultural tourism in general is its universality, which
means it can be combinedwith almost any other type of tourism (NESHKOV, 2007).

The criteria used for the division of cultural tourism, however, are different according to the
researchers. For the classification of the different types of cultural tourism, a wide variety of elements
is taken into consideration, such as: cultural and historical monuments; architectural sites;
ethnographic complexes, monastery complexes and churches; museums and monuments; different
cultural attractions; national parks; gardens and reserves; industrial heritage, etc.

According to some researchers, one of the criteria used in the contemporary classification of
cultural tourism is the so-called same-rank unity (being of the same rank) of the socio-cultural needs
and the cultural attraction while (...) the individual types and forms of cultural tourism manifest
themselves in a certain cultural environment (KOSTOV, 2001). On the basis of this criterion, the
following categories of cultural tourism are used in the specialized literature: religious (educational
religious tourism, pilgrimage, missionary, festival religious tourism); educational (congress, field trips,
industrial); festival (festivals of various arts: cultural holidays, festivals of traditional national products);
cultural tourism related to the cultural-historical heritage (historical and architectural monuments,
museums and galleries). These, among other subtypes of cultural tourism complement its main
purposes, such as cultural-cognitive and educational; conservation and heritage preservation;
communicational function, etc.

In such dynamic and successful and yet controversial times for world tourism development, the
change of consumer attitudes and the new expectations for cultural tourism, complement the travel

motivation of the tourists. According to the official documents of leading international organizations,
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culture is increasingly seen as a resource for building and maintaining local, national and regional
identity, as well as cultural diversity. The definition of the termculture has been expanding
continuously, thanks to the acknowledgement that popular culture, such as music, movies and even
sports, can also be regarded as a part of the definition of culture. There is much evidence that the

market is expanding due to the growing interest in culture among consumers.

6. Conclusion

The main reason for the increasing demand is the growing educational level. New consumers of
cultural tourism come from regions such as Central and Eastern Europe and Asia, where education
and personal health have been improving. The motivation for cultural tourism has been slowly
changing towards more general interests in culture, rather than towards more specific cultural
purposes. This implies the need to combine cultural, leisure and leisure-related products in the future
(PARUSHEVA, 2010).

This shift other perception of both culture and tourism, together with the natural broadening of
the boundaries of cultural heritage, are part of the understanding how diverse cultural heritage can be.
Because exploring this heritage is not just about some specific history - In the globalizing world, an
increasing number of nations and communities are looking for their roots, looking for some support to
their identity. When people know their history and what they have inherited, they become more
tolerant to others, they feel more like citizens of the world (PENERLIEV, 2016). It is exactly that
change in the understanding of cultural heritage, together with the enrichment of concepts, which turn
centuries-old traditions into a basis of the modern society and change its views on the combination of
monuments and their messages today. At the same time, however, the changes that globalization
inevitably provokes in the lifestyles of modern societies, having a strong influence on the motivation
and prerequisites for the development of cultural tourism, should not be underestimated. On the one
hand, despite its proven potential for successful development in our country, a "realistic and balanced
approach" is needed. On the other hand, however, while being un constrained by "seasonality",
cultural tourism requires significantly higher investments compared to other types of tourism. By
creating real opportunities for sustainable tourism, along with higher revenues, higher expectations
and more effective reflections on Bulgaria's positive image as a tourist destination, cultural tourism
also implies a higher risk against the background of the aggressively growing competition in the supply

of cultural tourism.
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Resumo

Este artigo pretende tragar, a luz dos conhecimentos atuais, a evolugado das formas usadas para armazenar o
vinho do Porto durante os séculos XVI a XVIIl, e focar da importancia da arte da tanoaria na cidade do Porto,
enquanto primeira arte de "vestir o vinho". Depois o vidro substituiu a madeira no armazenamento do vinho do
Porto para algumas finalidades ou complementa-a no processo de guarda e envelhecimento. Por exemplo, os
"Vintage Port" ndo dispensam o envelhecimento em garrafa de vidro e a evolugédo da tecnologia do tratamento do
mesmo esta intimamente ligada ao formato da garrafa cilindrica, a Unica que permite acomodar nas garrafeiras,
em pilha, os vinhos que, apds estagio de um ano em madeira, continuam o seu processo de envelhecimento na
prépria garrafa.

Palavras-chave: Porto, Vinho do Porto, garrafas, tanoaria

Abstract

This article intends to trace, in the light of current knowledge, the evolution of the forms used to store Port wine
during the 16th and 18th centuries, and to focus on the importance of the art of cooperage in the city of Porto, as
the first art of "dressing the wine ". Then the glass botle replaced the wood in the storage of Port Wine for some
purposes or complements it in the process of guarding and aging. For example, "Vintage Port" cannot be
obtained without aging in glass bottles and the evolution of glass treatment technology is therefore closely linked
to the shape of the cylindrical bottle, the only one that allows to accommodate in the wineries the wines that after
remaining a year in wood, continue your aging process in the bottle itself.

Key words: Port, Port wine, bottles, cooperage

1. Introducé o

Nao se encontram em grande numero estudos histéricos sobre as formas de guardar o vinho
do Porto. Propomo-nos no entanto deixar aqui algumas notas que nos parecem importantes sobre a
tematica em aprego. Quando falamos de “vestimenta” do vinho queremos significar vasilhame que

cobre e guarda o precioso liquido a que nos reportamos — o Porto. Fazemos esta ressalva para que a
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expressao “vestimenta” ndo seja confundida com a rotulagem das garrafas ou de outros invélucros
onde se guarda o vinho.

Ao contrario do que acontece por exemplo na regidao de Bordéus, os vinhos do Porto, sabemo-
lo, s6 tomaram o nome Porto porque armazenados e preparados para exportagcao junto a barra que
Ihe servia de porta para o mundo e dela saiam — a barra do Douro junto ao Porto. Tais vinhos sao
produzidos numa regido montanhosa ligada a cidade do Porto pelo rio Douro, um curso de agua hoje
tranquilo por forga das muitas barragens construidas ao longo do seu curso mas que, noutros tempos
foi um rio dificil de navegar. Contudo, desde tempos medievais que o vinho produzido em “cima do
Douro” foi transportado em pipas, dispostas da forma mais conveniente em barcos rabelos, de uma

configuracdo prépria para vencer as agruras do rio.

2. Vila Nova a par de Gaia — Guardia do Vinho do Porto

Até aos anos quarenta do século XVIII, o vinho resultante das uvas das vindimas anuais
durienses era conduzido até a cidade do Porto e, até ao més de Margo/Abril do ano seguinte ao da
colheita, era guardado nos armazéns dentro do espago urbano que hoje conhecemos como Porto.
Tais vinhos ndo permaneciam ai muito tempo, seguindo diretamente para os portos de importagao,
particularmente para as docas da llha inglesa de Guernesey e para os cais de Londres e de outros
portos britdnicos ou rumavam aos portos coloniais portugueses, com destaque para os das capitanias
do Brasil. O estanciar dos vinhos ocorria nestes portos de destino. Contudo, por razées que se
prendem com a falta de qualidade de alguns carregamentos, os destinatarios importadores e
respetivos comisséarios de comerciantes ingleses do Porto, comegaram por essa altura a comprar
somente vinhos que “tivessem dado a prova do tempo”. Ou seja, vinhos que tivessem permanecido
nos armazéns do Porto, pelo menos durante trés anos. Ora, esta bem de ver que tais armazéns que
até aquela data se concentravam no velho casco urbano, ainda cercado pelos muros da cidade,
mostraram-se insuficientes para guardar o triplo da quantidade de vinhos relativamente a sua
capacidade de armazenagem. E nessa altura que os vinhos do Douro comegam a ser armazenados
na margem do rio fronteira ao Porto. Nasciam as caves do Vinho do Porto em Vila Nova de Gaia
(LIMA, Eng. J. da Costa, 1945, I).

3. Os tanoeiros

A mudanca na forma de tratar os vinhos do Douro fomentou a multiplicagdo de armazéns em
Vila Nova de Gaia, embora nao tenha sido, de per si, responsavel pelo aperfeicoamento da arte da
tanoaria no Porto, para isso contribuiu decisivamente. De facto, a tanoaria como arte primeira no que
se refere a confe¢do do vasilhame para a guarda dos vinhos e outros liquidos tem tradigdo antiga na
cidade do Porto. Pelo menos desde Maio de 1443 que os tanoeiros sao noticia nos livros da Camara
da Cidade do Porto. Com efeito, no dia 25 desse més e ano foi nomeado Jodo Fernandes para

exercer o cargo de Vedor do Oficio, competindo-lhe repartir a matéria-prima (aduela e vimes) pelos
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oficiais tanoeiros. Compreende-se ja nesse tempo recuado a importancia do oficio para a economia
da urbe uma vez que que se recomenda, sob penas, que os tanoeiros nunca se ausentassem da
cidade (CRUZ, Anténio, 1943, p. LXVI).

Ao tempo de D. Afonso V, uma ata de vereagéo de 28 de Agosto de 1475 da nota da presenca
deste grupo sécio profissional entre os principais mesteirais da cidade. Nessa altura, como olheiros,
vigiavam as decistes do governo municipal. Representaram entado o oficio da tanoaria Vasco Annes e
Gill Fernandez (CRUZ, Antoénio, 1943, p. XXX).

Anos mais tarde, na vereagao de 3 de Julho de 1484, os tanoeiros do Porto voltaram a dar
sinais da sua importancia, quando elegem Pedro Alvares, morador ao Postigo, para o cargo de
marcador de todas as obras ou lougas feitas pelos tanoeiros da urbe. Proibiu-se entdo a venda de
qualquer obra de tanoaria sem as marcas da cidade e do seu fabricante. Visava-se evitar as fraudes
no fabrico do vasilhame, vulgares na arte da tanoaria. De resto, é também esta a data da instituicao
do primeiro livro de registo de marcas na cidade do Porto e foram precisamente os tanoeiros os
primeiros oficiais mecénicos a imprimir nesse livro as respetivas marcas. Contava entdo o Porto com
mestres de tanoaria (CRUZ, Anténio, 1943, p. XXX).

Entrado o século XVI, contavam-se entre as propriedades prediais municipais 7 assentos de
aduelas, todos eles localizados na Rua dos Banhos. Pagavam entdo a cidade um foro que variava
entre 20 e 25 reais. Aqui os tanoeiros recorriam a forca do fogo para dar a madeira a curvatura
adequada para a construgao das pipas e toneis (MACAHDO, Maria de Fatima Pereira, 1997, p. 109).

Torna-se por isso seguro afirmar que, desde os tempos medievos, esta arte ganhou
importancia na cidade do Porto. Produziam-se entdo aqui tonéis, meios tonéis, cubas, pipos de meio
tonel e redondeletas de quarto de tonel (GUIMARAES, Gongalves, 1998, p. 5).

-Tanoeiros comerciantes de vinhos na cidade

Muitos destes oficiais do oficio da tanoaria foram também comerciantes de vinho no Porto,
atividade documentada pelos mesmos desde finais do século XVI (SILVA, Francisco Ribeiro da,
1988, Vol. |, p. 114-115)". De facto, numa lista dos mais importantes mercadores de vinho elaborada
com base nos livros da Imposi¢gdo do Vinho respeitantes aos anos de 1620 a 1640, constam ja 4
tanoeiros, alguns ja com expressao significativa no negocio vinicola (SILVA, Francisco Ribeiro da,
1988, Vol. |, p. 156-160), sinal claro da importancia do oficio na época, mas também da existéncia de
uma certa tendéncia por parte dos tanoeiros do Porto para se envolveram no comércio dos vinhos
que preenchia o vacuo do vasilhame que fabricavam.

N&o se estranha pois que, chegados ao século XVIII, a participagdo dos tanoeiros portuenses
no trato vinicola se mostre a acompanhar o desenvolvimento do sector vitivinicola na vida econémica
da cidade. A arte da tanoaria conhece e desenvolve novos métodos gracas a atividade dos ingleses,
0s principais interessados no seu incremento. Embora se desconhegam os contornos técnicos de tal

evolugdo, a verdade € que, desde 1708, um alvara régio autorizou os ingleses do Porto a terem

' Nos anos de 1584, 1585, 1591 e 1639, constam a manifestar agucar na Alfandega portuense pelo menos 3
tanoeiros.
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oficiais tanoeiros ao seu exclusivo servico nos seus armazéns, casas e feitorias, sem que fossem
obrigados a fazer o exame do oficio, a fim de Ihes fabricarem as pipas que transportavam os seus
vinhos para fora (CARDOSO, Antoénio Barros, 2003, Vol. I, p. 538).

Com base nas moradas dos registos da Imposigdo do Vinho foi possivel conhecer as areas da
cidade do Porto e Vila Nova onde se localizaram as tanoarias entre (1700 e 1756) constam do mapa
seguinte:

Pode comprovar-se através da analise do mapa que as areas envolventes da Porta Nova, as
areas ribeirinhas de Miragaia e de Vila Nova, sdo areas de referéncia na fixagdo dos tanoeiros. Foram
41 os mestres tanoeiros que se envolveram no negécio dos vinhos entre 1700 e 1756 (CARDOSO,
Anténio Barros — Baco & Hermes, 2003, Vol. I, p. 538). Muitos deles apenas manifestaram vinhos
esporadicamente na Imposi¢cdo do Porto. Significa isto que ndo ancoravam grandes cabedais no
negoécio ou que o fizeram a comissao, em nome de terceiros. Porém alguns deles assumem-se

mesmo como grandes mercadores de vinho.

Areas de implantacdo da Tanoaria do Porto (1700-1756)
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Fonte: AHMP, L. 1319 a 1370, Imposigéo do Vinho,
Cidade do Porto, George Balck, 1813.

Figura 1- (Fonte: AHMP — Livros da Imposi¢do do Vinho 1700-1756 )

Ao longo do periodo cronolégico que estudamos de forma mais minuciosa, as fontes indicam-
nos que foi irregular a presenga dos tanoeiros no mercado portuense de vinhos (CARDOSO, Anténio
Barros — Baco & Hermes, 2003, Vol. |, p. 537):
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Figura 2- Vinhos manifestados na Imposi¢éo do Porto por tanoeiros (1700-1756).
Fonte: AHMP — Livros da Imposigédo do Vinho 1700-1756

Pelo grafico percebe-se que, desde os inicios do século e até 1715, os volumes de vinho
que movimentaram nado foram muito expressivos. Entre 1716 e 1724 apresentaram-se
regularmente na Imposi¢ao portuense. De 1724 a 1730 os volumes de pipas manifestados descem
claramente e ha mesmo um longo periodo de auséncia do negécio vinicola por parte dos tanoeiros
do Porto, ao longo de toda a década de 30. A partir de 1740, os seus manifestos voltam a
aumentar de volume e de frequéncia anual. Ou seja, o seu envolvimento no negdcio vinicola
seguiu o desenvolvimento do sector a partir de 1715 mas somente até ao ponto em que os
mercadores britdnicos comegaram a dominar totalmente o comércio de vinhos no Porto, o que
acontece de forma mais intensa entre 1724 e 1738. A partir de 1740, altura em que o crescimento
do sector conhece algum refreamento e em que o dinamismo dos ingleses entra numa fase de
estabilizacdo, novas oportunidades de negdcio com os vinhos no Porto ficaram reservadas aos
tanoeiros que dai até 1756 (data da criagdo da Companhia Geral da Agricultura das Vinhas do
Alto-Douro) aumentam a sua entrega ao trato vinicola.

Alguns destes oficiais de tanoaria envolveram-se mesmo no negécio da exportacao
sobretudo com destino a colénia do Brasil. Foram claramente os casos de Manuel de Almeida,

morador na Rua de Baixo de Vila Nova®, José de Azevedo, morador ao adro da Igreja de Santa

2 AHMP, L. 1370, Imposic&o do Vinho, fis. 52 v.

106



CARDOSO, A. (2019). Como se “vestia” o Vinho do Porto (séculos XVI e XVIII), The Overarching Issues of the European Space- a strategic
(re)positioning of environmental and socio-economic problems?, Porto, Fac.Letras Univ. Porto. pp. 102 - 111
(DOI: 10.21747/9789898969149/como)

Marinha, em Vila Nova®, Manuel Francisco da Costa, morador na mesma rua, Juiz do oficio de
tanoeiro e oficial da pareagao das pipas".

Outros, como Domingos da Costa, igualmente Juiz do Oficio de tanoaria, morador na Volta
de Vila Nova® venderam sobretudo no mercado local e na area circundante da cidade do Porto
designada por Termo Velho, que engloba Gaia e Matosinhos.

Também houve alguns destes tanoeiros a apostar nos mercados do norte da Europa. Foi
claramente o caso de Domingos da Costa®.

O mestre tanoeiro Anténio da Costa, da Porta Nova funcionou sobretudo como comissario de
produtores da regido do Douro que lhe confiavam o trato dos seus vinhos’.

Manuel de Pinho, de Miragaias, merece ateng¢ao particular. Tratou-se por certo de um dos mais
importantes mercadores de vinho do seu tempo na freguesia de Miragaia, por isso foi eleito mordomo
para as festas do Espirito Santo em 16 de Maio de 1723, para servir até 1724°, sinal do seu prestigio
na comunidade ribeirinha do Porto. Manifestou em média, nos 30 anos da sua atividade 351,8 pipas
de vinho. N&o se limitou a vender vinhos na cidade do Porto, mas a sua atividade estendeu-se
também a exportagao para o Brasil e para o norte da Europa, para onde enviou em média anual 76,7
e 52,8 pipas, respetivamente. Embora sem grande expressdo no cdmputo dos seus manifestos,
também vendeu algum vinho para os arredores do Porto, nomeadamente para Matosinhos e S&o
Jodo da Foz. O mercado da capital também o interessou. Vendeu vinhos verdes e maduros. Os
maduros do Douro constituiram a parte mais significativa dos vinhos que fez entrar na cidade, embora

tenha negociado com vinhos de Viana.

4. Vidros e garrafas

Nos séculos XIV e XV a garrafa era em ferro, revestida a couro e destinava-se sobretudo a
transportar o vinho préprio do viajante. Posteriormente e pouco a pouco, comegou a utilizar-se o vidro
insuflado. Até ao século XVI, este objeto era considerado precioso. Contudo, entre os séculos XVIl e
primeira metade do XVIII, a garrafa ndo se destinava ainda a conservagao do vinho. Somente em
meados do XVIII as garrafas comegam a chegar as mesas (ARTS ET METTIERS DU VIN, s. d., p.
77).

No que se refere ao Vinho do Porto ou vinho do Douro, os testemunhos mais antigos do uso de
garrafas sdo de origem arqueolégica e remontam aos séculos XVII e XVIII. Foram encontrados nas

escavagoOes realizadas na “Casa do Infante”, ou seja no espago da antiga alfandega da cidade,

3 AHMP, L. 1370, Imposi¢éo do Vinho, fls. 36-39.

4 AHMP, L. 81, Vereacdes, fls. 345-346.

® Até 1722 declarou-se morador de fora da Porta Nova a fonte do Touro. AHMP, L. 1324, Imposic¢éo do Vinho, fls.
273. A partir daquele ano transferiu as suas instalagbes para Vila Nova. AHMP, L. 1338, Imposic¢ao do Vinho, fls.
97.

6 AHMP, L. 1357, Imposicéo do Vinho, fls. 193 e AHMP, L. 1359, Imposic¢éo do Vinho, fls. 211.

" AHMP, L. 1319 a 1341, Imposicéo do Vinho.

8 AHMP, L. 1332, Imposicéo do Vinho, fls. 147.

o APM, Livro das elei¢cdes dos mordomos, fls. 13 v.
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mandada erigir pelo rei D. Afonso IV em 1354 (TAVARES, Rui, 1990, p. 40), ainda hoje um espago
nobre e preservado do Porto. Implantada na area mais antiga da velha urbe medieva hoje patriménio
da humanidade, o edificio actual que integra estruturas primitivas da alfandega régia foi classificado
monumento nacional em 1924. Contudo, somente a partir de 1991 |a se iniciaram escavagdes de
algum significado. Foram esses trabalhos que permitiram o reconhecimento de uma longa sequéncia
ocupacional da época romana aos nossos dias. Nessa prospecao, foram encontrados sobrepostos a
vestigios de construgdes tardo-romanas, niveis do periodo compreendido entre os séculos XIV e XVI
que revelaram uma intensa ocupagao humana do local, decorrente da atividade das “casas da
alfandega”, do préprio edificio aduaneiro e da Casa da Moeda.

Foi precisamente nesses estratos que foram encontrados fragmentos de garrafas de vidro
provenientes de depdsitos dos séculos XVII e XVIII e alguns do século XIX.

Do vasto espalio recolhido relacionado com o acondicionamento vinario destacamos:

- Fragmentos de anforas tardo-romanas;

- Pichees Bragueeses — ceramica de paredes finas (2mm) — louga muito comercializada

pela cidade do Porto a avaliar pelos registos alfandegarios;

- Um Belarmino do século XVI, certamente proveniente dos contactos exteriores da cidade
com Hamburgo — Sao pegas de ceramica cozidas a altas temperaturas, totalmente

vitrificadas, em forma de jarros ou garrafas decoradas com uma mascara barbada.
- Uma garrafa proveniente das Torres, datavel do século XVII — Shaft & Globe;

- Encontrou-se ainda uma garrafa Squat Cylinder, datada de 1740-1750 (COSME, Susana
Rodrigues, 2001, p. 193-201).

Nao se sabe muito quanto a origem destas garrafas. Portugal nos séculos XVII e XVIII
conheceu um unico forno para produzir garrafas, o forno do Covo, isto a norte do Tejo. S6 a partir de
1748, com o estabelecimento do inglés John Beare na Marinha Grande se comega a esbocgar o
arranque da industria do vidro que D. Jodo V protegeu através da transferéncia para o mesmo local
da Real Fabrica do Vidro antes estabelecida em Coina. De resto, nesta localidade, € conhecida a
industria vidreira desde o século XV. Nas fabricas ai instaladas, ndo se encontra documentada a
producédo de garrafas. Acredita-se que é provavel que ja as produzissem mas em numero pouco
relevante. Contudo, parece-nos que as garrafas destinadas ao armazenamento de vinho, no caso do
Porto, tenham tido origem na importagéao de Inglaterra, onde a sua produgao € conhecida pelo menos
desde 1640. De resto, nas mercadorias de importacdo entradas pela barra do Douro em navios
ingleses ou oriundos de portos britanicos com destino a mercadores ingleses residentes no porto, sao
feitas referéncias a “vidros” sem se especificar de que vidros se tratam. Serdo garrafas? A pergunta é
legitima e é bem provavel que o sejam, ja que os ingleses do Porto as importaram, como importaram
outro tipo de vasilhame (CARDOSO, Anténio Barros, 2003, Vol. II, p. 893-908).
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As garrafas e o Porto Vintage

Como todos sabemos, “Vintage” significa vindima. Para os ingleses do Porto, como ja referimos, os
grandes comerciantes de vinho no século XVIIl, o termo passou a ter outro significado. “Vintage”
passa a significar ndo uma vindima qualquer, mas a vindima de um ano excecional. Trata-se de um
ano de produgao de um vinho do Douro retinto, encorpado, com paladar e aroma muito finos, frutado
e forte, digno de ficar na meméaria e na garrafeira. Ou seja, um vinho para durar, engarrafado jovem e
com capacidade de envelhecer sem perder todas as suas qualidades (PEREIRA, Gaspar Martins,
1999, p. 13).

A designagdo é britdnica mas, até meados do século XIX, estes vinhos a envelhecer em
garrafas de vidro eram designados por “vinhos de novidade”. A adogéo da designacgéo “vintage” como
indicadora de um vinho do Porto de qualidade superior, s6 foi pela primeira vez aceite em 1932 pela
Comissao de Viticultura do Douro (PEREIRA, Gaspar Martins — Origem e evolu¢cdo de um grande
vinho: in “ Porto Vintage”, Porto, IVDP — Campo das Letras — Editores, S.A., 1999, p. 15), vinhos
estes que passaram a poder ser exportados para a Inglaterra com pelo menos 18 meses de idade.
Contudo, até aos anos sessenta do século passado, perdurou a ja referida expressédo “Vinhos de
Novidade”. Por exemplo, no Solar do Vinho do Porto, sala de provas por exceléncia dos melhores
néctares do Douro, a expressao foi usada até essa data.

Mas quando nasceram estes vinhos? O nascimento do Porto Vintage ndo pode ser dissociado
das noticias mais recuadas sobre vinhos produzidos na regido do Douro e que em 1531-1532, Rui
Fernandes refere como vinhos com a capacidade de envelhecerem sem dano e que os haviade 4,5 e
6 anos e de quantos mais anos mais excelentes e mais cheirosos eram (FERNANDES, Rui, p. 546-
613). Estes vinhos diferenciavam-se dos restantes produzidos na regido do Douro que ainda hoje os
designa por “vinhos finos” que os ingleses aguardentaram a partir da segunda metade de setecentos.

O incremento comercial inglés a partir da segunda metade do século XVII e particularmente na
segunda metade do XVIII protagonizados pelos mercadores ingleses instalados na cidade do Porto,
conduziram a aguardentagdo dos vinhos do Douro para a sua melhor conservagao e transporte e foi
na sequéncia deste processo de apuro das diversas qualidades de vinhos do Porto que surgiram ja
na segunda metade do século XVIII os “vintage” vinhos que o consumidor mais exigente guardou nao
s6 na memoria mas também na garrafeira. Ora, tratando-se de um vinho que engarrafado jovem que
necessita de envelhecer lentamente, durante dez, vinte ou mais anos para atingir o pleno das suas
qualidades, as velhas garrafas de corpo bojudo ou irregular e gargalo comprido, do tipo “shaft &
globe”, “onion”, “bladder” e “mallet”, anteriores a meados do século XVIIl, adequavam-se muito mal a
fungdo de guarda do vinho, antes serviam de vasilha de transporte da pipa a mesa do consumidor.
Algumas, como a imagem documenta tinham a marca ou do fabricante, ou do proprietario que as
usou.

Warner Allen (WARNER, H. Walter — The Wines of Portugal. In SIMON, André L., 1962, p. 433)
refere que o aparecimento do atual tipo de garrafa de vinho do Porto, caracterizada pelo alongamento
do corpo cilindrico e encurtamento do gargalo, tera aparecido por volta de 1775, altura em que para

este autor admite o aparecimento do primeiro “vintage port”. Contudo, um catalogo da Christie’s de
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1768 anuncia ja a venda de um “vintage” de 1765 (PEREIRA, Gaspar Martins, 1999, p. 22). Ou seja,
os melhores vinhos do Douro acompanharam o processo de vinificagdo em garrafa que outras
regides viticolas estavam simultaneamente a desenvolver: Bordéus — Michael Broadbent, refere um
claret de 1771 com o primeiro “vintage” bordalés, vendido num leildo da Christie’s de 1776. Duas das
mais antigas garrafas a conservar o vinho de Bordéus datam de 1784 — um Chateau Margaux e um
Chéateau d’Yquem e ha mesmo a noticia de que um grupo de endfilos tera aberto, em 1987, uma
garrafa deste ultimo, mas datada de 1747 (PEREIRA, Gaspar Martins — Origem e evolu¢do de um
grande vinho: in “ Porto Vintage”, Porto, IVDP — Campo das Letras — Editores, S.A., 1999, p. 23
(PEREIRA, Gaspar Martins, 1999, p. 24).

No Porto, através dos tratados sobre vinhos de finais do século XVIII e inicios do século XIX,
sabemos que a pratica do envelhecimento em garrafa era utilizada desde ha décadas. No fim do
século XIX, a Real Companhia Vinicola do Norte de Portugal, ao anunciar a venda de vinhos de uma
frasqueira reservada, da noticia de vinhos de 1756, 1760 e 1790 a precos que variaram entre os 20 e
os 10 mil réis a garrafa.

Do que ndo ha duvidas é que os “Vintage port” estdo intimamente ligados a garrafa que os
guarda no tempo e as transformagdes no seu formato. Era impossivel acomodar os vinhos como a

imagem documenta, usando as garrafas em formato de cebola.

5. Aterminar

Refira-se que os estudos sobre a evolugao histérica do vasilhame que guardou ao longo dos
séculos os vinhos do Douro que acabaram por correr mundo sob a designacgao Porto, estdo ainda em
estado embrionario. Contudo, no que se refere as caves é possivel adiantar datas e motivos para o
seu aparecimento em Vila Nova, com intensidade a partir dos anos quarenta do século XVIII. Faltam-
nos estudos sobre a evolugdo da sua arquitetura e os sequentes estudos comparativos com a
evolugdo arquiteténicas dos locais de armazenamento de outras regides viticolas europeias
igualmente importantes no contexto da viticultura mundial. Quanto a tanoaria portuense, vimo-lo, a
sua importancia aparece documentada desde tempos medievos. Algumas noticias esparsas falam de
evolugao no século XVIII, face a influéncia inglesa. Do protagonismo dos oficiais tanoeiros no negécio
do vinho do Porto, temos noticias que remontam aos alvores de setecentos. Sabemos alguma coisa
sobre a relagdo entre os Porto “vintage” e a evolugdo das garrafas no mercado portuense. Fica a
certeza que o Porto acompanhou a moda de envelhecer os seus melhores vinhos em garrafeiras,

como sucedeu com outros grandes vinhos do mundo ao longo da segunda metade do século XVIII.
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Abstract

This article aims to analyze recent artistic proposals that work with categories such as post coloniality and
decoloniality. The present research analyzes the institutional places and platforms of diffusion of this recent
production, a dynamic process that is creating new cultural manifestations, in several geographies, with interest to
question the remaining of the cultural submission, starting from a work of interpretation and visibility based on
mechanisms linked to politics and resistance. We will seek a transnational dialogue, based on the public
programs of documenta 14 and the Sdo Paulo Museum of Art (MASP), highlighting the commitment that these
programs have in evidencing the emergence of new narratives starting from the booming of themes that involve
histories, establishing the possibility of creating debates in which the remnants of colonial structures that are
sometimes questioned, sometimes evidenced. Such programs can be seen as a set of elements that help to
reflect on a new political, social and global order.

Keywords: Contemporary Art, Public Programs, Curatorship, Decoloniality.

Resumo

Esta comunicagdo tem como objetivo analisar propostas artisticas recentes que trabalham com categorias como
pés colonialidade e decolonialidade. A pesquisa apresentada analisa os lugares institucionais e plataformas de
difusdo desta produgéo recente, processo dinamico que esta criando novas manifestagdes culturais, em diversas
geografias, com interesse de questionar os restos da submissdo cultural, partindo de um trabalho de
interpretacdo e visibilidade com base em mecanismos vinculados a politica e resisténcia. Buscaremos um
didlogo transnacional, com base nos programas publicos da documenta 14 e do Museu de Arte de S&o Paulo
(MASP), destacando o compromisso que estes programas possuem em evidenciar o surgimento de novas
narrativas que partem da ebuligdo de temas que envolvem histérias, instaurando a possibilidade de criagao de
debates em que os resquicios de estruturas coloniais sdo ora questionados, ora evidenciados. Tais programas
podem ser encarados como um conjunto de elementos que ajudam a refletir sobre uma nova ordem politica,
social e mundial.

Palavras Chave: Arte Contemporanea, Programas Publicos, Curadoria, Decolonialidade.

1This text is the result of the debates generated in the Xl International Conference on Great Problems of the
European Space in the Faculty of Letters of the University of Porto (May / 2018) and in the Conversation Circuit of
the Public Art Gallery Short Circuit, organized by the School of Fine Arts of the Federal University of Rio de
Janeiro (October / 2018).
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1. Crisis, Historiography and Erasure

This text aims to bring the reflection on the relation between public programs and decolonial
thinking, discussing how some themes are inserted in museums’ agendas and other important events
related to contemporary art. Such questions are at the center of global debates about culture, and are
highlighted here, so their relation with decolonial thinking can be understood. This objective of this text
is to contribute to the reflection on epistemological interlacings, which contributes to the formulation of
artistic and curatorial practices that question European colonial legacies explicitly. There is nothing
new about dealing with the matters of identity and sense of belonging throughout the visual arts,
especially when the dynamics of societies with colonial tradition are considered. The main focus of this
reflection lies in the notion of ‘Europe’, considering its reverberations nowadays. These questions
intensify after the second half of the twentieth century, with the independence movements that
resulted in new countries that soon began to review their histories, in the words of the Portuguese

researcher Antonio Pinto Ribeiro,

No final do milénio, a queda do muro de Berlim e o surgimento, a Leste, de outros
paises que de certo modo constituem parte do movimento pés--colonial, impuseram
novas interrogagdes sobre a nogdo de Europa e sobre o legado da filosofia
ocidental? (RIBEIRO, 2006, 11).

One of the central concepts to this paper is the border epistemology, as postulated by the
Venezuelan professor Arturo Escobar, in Mundos y conocimientos de otro modo (2003), the author
understands border epistemologies as “o que emerge nos momentos de fratura dentro do imaginario
do sistema-mundo produzindo uma dupla critica (do eurocentrismo, ao mesmo tempo que das
tradigbes excluidas). [...] € o deslocamento e ponto de partida como critica e afirmagdo de uma ordem
alternativa do real® (ESCOBAR, 2003, 66). The world-systems theory originates in the ideas of the
historian Fernand Braudel*, based on the study of the interrelations between the social system and the
advance of the global capitalism between different countries. According to traditional approaches, the
economic, political and sociocultural spheres are separated into distinct analysis, but this theory offers
an unit for investigations based on the interconnection that permeates all processes. Immanuel
Wallerstein continued these analyses®, postulating the formation of this system started at the 16th
century and followed an expansion process that culminated in the current global system of economic
exchanges. This system works according to a series of hierarchies that unequally establish the
benefits and losses.

In his book European Universalism: The Rhetoric of Power (2007), Wallerstein approaches

theses that defend the social and economic foundations of modernity, use rhetorical frameworks used

%Free translation: At the end of the millennium, the fall of the Berlin Wall and the emergence in the East of other
countries that are in some way part of the postcolonial movement have imposed new questions on the notion of
Europe and on the legacy of Western philosophy.

SFree Translation: what emerges in moments of fracture within the imaginary of the world-system producing a
double criticism (of Eurocentrism, at the same time as of the excluded traditions). [...] is the displacement and
starting point as criticism and affirmation of an alternative order of the real

4 Braudel, F. The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Philip Il (2 Vols). New York: Harper
and Row, Publishers, 1972, 1973.

> WALLERSTEIN, I. The Modern World System. New York: Academic Press, 1974.
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to reassert a superiority of the western (Europe-United States) of techniques and strategies is the so-
called "European Universalism". He states that we must persist in attempting to analyze the world-

system of our transitional time, and thus " esclarecer as alternativas disponiveis e, portanto, as
escolhas morais que teremos de fazer e, finalmente, lancar luz sobre os caminhos politicos que
desejamos seguir®" (WALLERSTEIN, 2007, 124). So the collapse of European Universalism points to
the blossoming of another age, which no longer uses rhetorical frameworks to propose unique paths
of action and understanding of the world.

So let's highlight the events involving activities that took place at documenta 14 and the Museu
de Arte de Sado Paulo Assis Chateaubriand (MASP). Locating the public programs of these institutions
as agglutinative elements of issues that stress our present moment, locating contemporaneity within
this crisis of hegemony. Before we go into the specificity of these public programs, | think it is
necessary to make two clarifications about decolonial thinking, in order to mark the specificity of
decolonial thinking in the face of postcolonial theories. To do so | am going to mention two authors
who contributed to the development of this thought.

The first is the Argentine researcher Walter Mignolo, who wrote works like Histérias
locais/projetos globais: colonialidade, saberes subalternos e pensamento liminar (1999) and
Desobediencia epistémica. Retdrica de la modernidad, I6gica de la colonialidad y gramatica de la
descolonialidad (2010). In Desobediencia Epistémica, the author affirms that post colonialism and
critical theory are transformational projects which operated almost exclusively from the perspective of
the European and American academy. The decolonial option is a project of epistemic detachment for
the sphere of the social, although it also turns to the academic scope, this is seen as part of the social
world, thus diluting the idea of a center of action and elaboration (MIGNOLO, 2010, 15). Another
author with enormous contributions to decolonial thinking is the researcher Catherine Walsh, professor
at Universidad Andina Simoén Bolivar (Equador). She is co-editor with Walter Mignolo of the book On
Decoloniality: Concepts, Analytics, Praxis (2018), and series editor Pedagogias decoloniales:
Préacticas insurgentes de resistir, (re)existir y (re)vivir, published in two volumes (2013-2017). In an
interview”, Walsh presents what she considers to be the main contribution of a decolonial pedagogy,
which is the fact it does not need an author, a manual, recipes or schemes that advocate for a form. It
is the posture of continually questioning and asking, recognizing that there is a power structure, and
such a structure maintains continuities, due to the intrinsic colonial / modern relationship.

Postulated these two contributions, it is worth mentioning in the field of art history, this sort of
questioning and request for revision, maintains important historical precedents. | am specifically
interested in the text published in Arts Magazine in December 1988, by the poet and art critic John
Yau, entitled: Please Wait By the CoatRoom: Wilfredo Lam in the Museum of Modern Art. The text
turns to the question of the disposition of the painting The Jungle (1943) of the Cuban artist Wilfredo

Lam which was arranged in the hall that leads to the museum cloakroom. For the critic, the position of

® Free Translation: clarify the available alternatives and therefore the moral choices we will have to make and
finally shed light on the political paths we wish to pursue.

7 Source: UTV Esmedios UNIMINUTO. Colémbia, Fev. de 2017. mp4, 25m. Fonte: <https:/bit.ly/2CGEV8X>
Access in 10th September, 2018.
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the painting, far from the museum's galleries, reveals a logic that runs through various institutions.
Placing such a work in a passage space near the entrance door would be a reflection of a hierarchical

view of the artistic manifestations. Wilfredo Lam in an interview with Max-Pol Fouchet in 1976 says

Eu queria, do fundo do meu coragao, pintar o drama do meu pais, mas expressando
minunciosamente o espirito negro, a beleza da arte plastica dos negros. desse
modo, eu podia agir como um cavalo de Troia que jorraria figuras alucinantes com o
poder de surpreender e perturbar os sonhos dos exploradores. Eu sabia que estava
correndo o risco de ndo ser entendido nem pelos homens nas ruas nem pelos
outros. Mas um retrato verdadeiro tem o poder de colocar a imaginagdo para
trabalhar, mesmo que isso possa levar algum tempo (YAU, 2018, 83)8.

While Lam sought to be a Trojan Horse, in Yau's understanding, MoMA redefined him as an
office boy who waits without entering the galleries. The text of John Yau considers the influence of the
writing of William Rubin® (1927-2006) in the positioning of The Jungle, because, Yau finds only a
paragraph of six sentences on the painting of Lam, written by Rubin, and still with several
problematics, about which he discourses phrase to phrase. The task of John Yau concerns us in this
study specifically by two points, the first is how a historiography of art that seeks to frame artists in a
continuing tradition of Western art can result in systemic deletions, and also by the alert made by the
author who says “com a proximidade do fim do século e estando num pais cuja demografia esta
mudando rapidamente, talvez tenha chegado a hora de reavaliar essas suposigdes'®” (YAU, 2018, p.
82).

2. Enunciation policies and memory

The city of Kassel (Germany) has an interesting history for thinking about some exchanges
between history, art and politics. This city was home to some very emblematic episodes, which |
consider relevant in the history of documenta. Created in 1955 by curator Arnold Bode, the
headquarters of documenta is the museum Fridericianum opened in 1779, the first public museum in
Europe. The city suffered strategic attacks between February 1942 and March 1945. In a single attack
carried out between 22 and 23 October, 150,000 people were bombed, resulting in the destruction of
the entire city center, plus a fire that lasted seven days, also destroying the Fridericianum Museum.
Another powerful image are photographs found in many historical archives, where trains carrying
people to concentration camps hold the inscription Deutsche Reichsbahn Kassel'l.

Throughout Germany, museums have begun to remove modern works of art under the official
entartete Kunst (degenerate art). The term "degeneration” (Entartung) was borrowed from medicine to

art in the late nineteenth century, a word originating in the German Middle Ages, which meant "going

8Free translation: | wanted, from the bottom of my heart, to paint the drama of my country, but expressing
meticulously the black spirit, the beauty of black art. so | could act like a Trojan horse that would gush forth
hallucinatory figures with the power to surprise and disturb the dreams of the explorers. | knew | was in danger of
being misunderstood by the men on the streets or by the others. But a true portrait has the power to put the
imagination to work, even if it may take some time.

9 Director of the painting and sculpture department of MoMA between 1973 and 1988.

0 Free translation: with the approach of the end of the century and being in a country whose demographics are
rapidly changing, it is perhaps time to re-evaluate these assumptions.

1 German national railway system created after the end of World War | from the regional railways of the individual
states of the German Empire.
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out of style". In this way, works that did not meet the art and beauty conception of Deutsche Kunst
(German art). On July 19, 1937, the exhibition "Degenerate Art" was inaugurated in Munich, with 650
works confiscated from 32 German museums. The exhibition received more than two million visitors,
counting on the exhibition of images in schools and associations affiliated to the regime. This process
was already outlined in 1930, when Minister Wilhelm Frick issued the Wider Die Negerkultur fir
deutsches Volkstum (Against Black Culture, in favor of German nationalism) decree.

In 1955, Arnold Bode sought to bring the avant-garde, who had been defamed and banished
back to Germany and reintroduce it to a large audience that had long been deprived of these works,
while also seeking to promote conversations in the contemporary arts in opposition to the specters of
nationalism, neo-Nazism and fascism. With the five-year periodicity, soon the documenta took a
prominent place in the agenda of global contemporary art events, together with the Venice Biennale
and the Sao Paulo Biennial. From the 1990s, the documenta joined the global decentering movement
of the Western historical-artistic canon. Evidenced by two unpublished events, in documenta X (1997),
for the first time the artistic direction was not exercised by a man from the Germanic Europe, but by
the French curator Catherine David. A fact that was added to the spatial decentralization inaugurated
with documenta 11 (2002), cured by the Nigerian Okwui Enwezor (first non-European curator), with
platforms in Berlin, Vienna, New Delhi, Saint Lucia and Lagos, this was the first truly global,
postcolonial documenta exhibition'2.

In 2015 the Greeks decided in a referendum not to accept the conditions of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the European Central Bank (ECB) for financial aid, as the required
measures included raising taxes and cutting pensions. Thousands of "No" supporters crowded into
Syntagma Square in central Athens, displaying Greek flags and posters with the word OXI (No),
repeating slogans against austerity. "No, for a free country" and "No, for the future, for our children,"
said some of the posters. The protesters shouted Oxi, oxi, some sang and others danced. This event
has a double symbology because it was an event resulting from the 2008 global financial crisis, and
the city of Athens has a great historical weight, since the city is considered as one of the "cradles of
Western epistemology”, since the city was the birthplace of Plato and Aristotle. Founder of Ethics,
Logic, Ethics, Method, Dualism, Theory of Ideas, Demiurge, Concept, Justice, Physics, Rhetoric,
Metaphysics, Poetics, Politics, Virtue, among many other creations, which laid the foundations of a
universalist science. In the text Desobediéncia epistémica: a opcdo descolonial e o significado de

identidade em politica (2008), Walter Mignolo says

O que os pensadores gregos chamaram de filosofia (amor a sabedoria) e os
pensadores aymara, de tlamachilia (pensar bem) sdo expressdes locais e
particulares de uma tendéncia comum e uma energia em seres humanos. O fato de
que a “filosofia” se tornou global n&o significa que também é “uni-versal.”
Simplesmente significa que o conceito grego de filosofia foi assimilado pela
intelligentsia ligada a expansé&o imperial/colonial, aos fundamentos do capitalismo e
da modernidade ocidental’ (MIGNOLO, 2008, 298).

2Documenta official website: Source: <https://www.documenta.de/en/retrospective/documental1>. Access in
10th October, 2018.

3Free translation: What Greek thinkers called philosophy (love of wisdom) and Aymara thinkers, tlamachilia (think
well) are local and particular expressions of a common tendency and an energy in human beings. The fact that
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All this development has resulted in the documenta 14 (2017), conducted by the artistic
director Adam Szymczyk, where the chosen theme was “the South as a State of Mind”, fact that
evidenced the relevance of this question in the international scope. The proposal of the event had the
interest of pointing out the possibility of another sphere of relations with Europe, starting from the
South as a "mental state". The central idea was to construct a mentality that could reject, rebel and
present new possibilities of non-passive communication, contrary to the verticalization of orders, thus
defending a horizontality of decisions. The South, in this case, appears as a possibility of insurrection
in the face of the crisis that is taking place in the world. For the first time, the model initiated by Okwui
Enwezor (documenta 11) was ripped and the exhibition was also based in southern Europe. And there
was no charge of tickets at the Athens-based exhibition.

Adam Szymczyk invited philosopher and curator Paul B. Preciado to create public programs,
which sought to discuss the need for alliances between artists, activists and critical thinkers, in order
to build open, anti-monumental forms within the existing institutional ruins'™. Thus, it was proposed
ways of collectively experimenting with a radical transformation of the public sphere and proliferation
of new forms of subjectivity, not creating distinctions between speech and performance, theory and
action, criticism and art. Documenta's public programs were started seven months before the opening
of the exhibition (September 2016). Entitled The Parliament of Bodies, which was based on the idea
that the Parliament'® was in ruins, soon the "true" Parliament was in the streets, constituted by
undocumented and undocumented entities that resisted to measures of austerity and xenophobic
policies’®. Such programs have a dimension that deserves detailed analysis, but in this text our
objective is to insert their central ideas so that they are considered within the complexity of a global
neoliberal economy, and in a context of growing neocolonial and neofascist discourses. Fundamental
references for the organization of public programs are societies of friends that emerged in the late
nineteenth century, generating activities which sought to foment the abolitionist struggle. These
associations of friends wanted to develop at the same time epistemological, discursive, political and
poetic imagination alternatives to the colonial regime, functioning as "a public countercultural

program'”, such as

In 1787, eleven friends founded the Society for the Abolition of the Slave Trade in
England, with the aim of informing the public about the treatment of enslaved
Africans within England, in the colonies, and on plantations, campaigning in favor of
a new law to abolish slave trade locally and oversees, and establishing areas in West
Africa where Africans could live free of the risk of capture and sale into slavery. The
members of the Society pursued these proposals vigorously by writing and publishing
antislavery books, abolitionist prints, posters, and pamphlets and by organizing public
lecture tours and theatrical displays in English towns and cities. A year later,
following the same model of action, La Société des Amis des Noirs was founded in
France. Organized as “societies of friends,” both groups promoted the creation of

"philosophy" has become global does not mean that it is also "uni-versal." It simply means that the Greek concept
of philosophy was assimilated by the intelligentsia tied to imperial / colonial expansion, to the foundations of
capitalism and Western modernity.

1 Source: <https://www.documenta14.de/en/calendar/1351/d14-sessions-8> Access in 10th October, 2018.
5SUnderstood as a political representation of citizens within the governmental structure of a constitutional regime.
16 Source: <https://www.documenta14.de/en/public-programs/ > Access in 10th October, 2018.

17 Ibidem.
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social and friendly bonds between those who were considered legally and politically
unequal. Two years later, in 1791, the revolt of slaves on the Caribbean island of
Saint-Domingue developed into the first major antislavery revolution'®.

The Parliament of Bodies took place in two emblematic buildings of the city, which offer
elements to think not only of history and memory, but also illustrate different ways of dealing with
public cultural industries within the spectrum of contemporary neoliberalism. So the activities took
place in the Parko Eleftherias (Liberty Park), created in the area where there was a complex of military
districts of the nineteenth century. The building of the Athens Municipality Arts Center was a military
junta headquarters from 1967 to 1974 (Regime of the Colonels), and just behind this building is the
Museum of Anti-dictatorial and Democratic Resistance, which in turn was an installation for detention
and torture. Thus both spaces were the scene of repressive governmental measures, including
censorship, persecution and torture of dissidents. The building of the Athens Municipality Arts Center
underwent renovations in the 1980s and was transformed into the traditional "white cube" so that it
could be used as a contemporary art space and a public gallery. The Museum of Anti-dictatorial and
Democratic Resistance was partially rebuilt, while retaining its interior spaces as in the 1960s and
1970s. The disconnection of both buildings reveals distinct ways of dealing with historical processes of
violence. For the realization of the Parliament of Bodies the concept of open form was developed by
Oskar Hansen'®, which started from critical ideas of the traditional conceptions inherited by Le
Corbusier, thus contributing for rethinking contemporary architecture and urbanism. Starting from this
idea, the Greek architect Andreas Angelidakis was invited to transform the architecture of both
buildings, an activity that he called an exercise of research restoration. A direct connection was
created in both spaces by reopening the back door of the building, the panel walls were partially cut
off, allowing the stone walls to emerge showing the material history of the building, and the windows
were covered with black curtains. In this space it is tried to avoid facing the public as aesthetic visitors
or neoliberal consumers. Angelidakis designed a soft architecture composed of sixty-eight blocks of
fake concrete "ruins" that can be assembled and remounted in various ways that rearrange the inner
structure of space. For each one of the activities occurred the reorganization of these Ruins, creating
different platforms for enunciation, exhibition or action.

The documenta 14 was accompanied by publications that explore forms of writing - such as
letters, stories, parables, essays, diaries, speech acts, legal documents, propaganda, poetry, among
others. Including South as a State of Mind, a magazine founded by Marina Fokidis in Athens in 2012,
and since the beginning of 2015, has temporarily become the documenta 14 journal, presenting and
accompanying the research processes that train the exhibition. Its four editions focused on: [2015 # 1]
Examining forms and figures of displacement, expropriation and modes of resistance - aesthetic,
political, literary, biological; [2016 # 2] Explores questions of identity and silencing, orality and
recognition, indigenism and exile, ancestry and repatriation, colonialism and gender violence; [2016 #
3] Concerns the constant correlation between nature, capital, power, and language; [2017 # 4] Seeks

to understand violence as one of the structuring devices of our world. The documenta 14: Daybook

8pidem.
9For more details see: Oskar Hansen, Zofia Hansen, “The Open Form in Architecture—the Art of the Great
Number”. in CIAM ‘59 in Otterlo, edited by Oscar Newman, Stuttgart: Karl Kramer Verlag, 1961, p. 190-191.
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has its emphasis on the 163 days of the exhibition, each artist has a day in the book, which includes a
newly commissioned text as well as images selected by the artist specifically for publication, followed
by two map leaflets, which are available in the exhibition and can be inserted into the cover sheet,
thus completing the book. The Documenta 14 Reader, is the main publication of documenta and
explores the discursive and practical concerns of the project, such as debt, donation, coloniality of
power, art economies, languages and coins. An anthology that merges newly commissioned texts into
the project as other fundamental ones, involving artists and historical actors included in the documenta
project. Each of these publications articulates greater historical and political concerns of art,

concentrating also on daily activities and practices of resistance.

3. Stories, when the canon is questioned

Across the Atlantic, we can find another interesting point of debate at MASP, a museum
founded in 1947, at the initiative of the Brazilian Assis Chateaubriand, founder and owner of Diarios
Associados - at the time the largest conglomerate of communication vehicles in Brazil. Currently the
MASP collection is listed by the National Historical and Artistic Heritage Institute (IPHAN), and has the
most important and comprehensive collection of Western art from Latin America and the entire
southern hemisphere. Throughout its history it has contributed with important initiatives in the field of
museology and a marked didactic activities. The MASP (like documenta) was a pioneer institution in
the promotion and diffusion of the artistic tendencies that emerged after the Il World War.

Since November 1968, the headquarters of MASP is the building designed by the architect Lina
Bo Bardi - one of the most important modernist works of the country. Its inauguration even counted on
the presence of the queen Isabel Il. The first temporary exhibition presented in 1969 was A mé&o do
povo brasileiro, exhibition designed by Lina Bo Bardi with the director of the museum, Pietro Maria
Bardi, the filmmaker Glauber Rocha and the theater director Martim Gongalves. The exhibition
presented a vast panorama of the material culture of Brazil (about a thousand objects). In 2016 the
exhibition was rebuilt with the title A m&o do povo brasileiro - 1969/2016. This attitude was taken by
the institution as “um objeto de estudo e um precedente exemplar da pratica museolégica
descolonizadora™®. The central question of this show was: “de que maneira podem ser reconstruidas,
relembradas e reconfiguradas as histérias sobre a arte e a cultura no Brasil, para além dos modos,
gostos e oficios das classes dominantes?”?'. The MASP has a long-lasting project, around the idea of
other stories, as the prefix stories, in the plural - open, unfinished and never totalizing - provokes .
Also offering a program focused on public school network teachers, seeking to pulverize the
discussions presented. These discussions include artists, cultural workers, teachers and activists who
help to elaborate a critique of European Universalism, from lectures, workshops, publications and film

shows.

20 Source: < https://masp.org.br/exposicoes/a-mao-do-povo-brasileiro-19692016> Access in 10th October, 2018.
21Free Translation: how can stories about art and culture be reconstructed, recalled and reconfigured in Brazil,
beyond the modes, tastes and offices of the ruling classes?. Ibidem.
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The artistic director of MASP, Adriano Pedrosa, states that “A disciplina da histéria da arte, com
suas raizes, estruturas e modelo profundamente europeus, é o aparato mais poderoso e duradouro
do imperialismo e da colonizagdo??” (PEDROSA, 2018, p.8). So, the guiding question is what other
stories can art deal beyond the history of art? What are the other characters, themes, narratives and
periods of the discipline itself? In this sense, artistic production could reveal important aspects of
several other stories. The MASP has organized, through extensive research, a program that revolves
around these questions, generating thematic axes that agglutinate issues and knowledge that also
result in exhibitions. However, it is not a closed program, since the themes intertwine in the measure
that there is possibility to expand visions and methods beyond the position diffused by the centrality of
the western museum. In this sense, in recent years the exhibitions have taken place: Histdrias
Mesticas (2014), Histérias da Infancia (2016), Histérias da Sexualidade (2017), Histérias Afro-
Atlanticas (2018). These exhibitions are the end result of the program that takes place in previous
years, including thematic seminars with the participation of national and international voices that can
contribute to these elaborations. In the next years, according to the program presented by the
museum, there will be Histérias do Feminismo e das Mulheres (2019), Histérias da Danca (2020) and
Histdria dos Indigenas (2021).

Part of the result of these seminars, is followed by publications released together with the
catalog in two volumes. Vol. 1 containing the images of the works of the exhibition and texts on the
thematic axes, and vol. 2 which presents an anthology of texts. In the Anthology of texts of the
exhibition Afro-Atlanticas, for example, 44 texts have been published, from | am not a woman?, by
Sojourner Truth from 1851, the previously quoted text of John Yau, Please Wait By the CoatRoom:
Wilfredo Lam in the Museum of Modern Art (1988), to rare texts of the historiography of Brazilian art,
for example, The Brazilian black in the plastic arts, of Clarival do Prado Valladares, originally published
in Cadernos Brasileiros in 1968. A final session called Some Questions is added to this publication,
thus presenting texts commissioned for publication with the positioning of artists, who have worked
through these questions.

In 2018, the Seminar on Art and Decolonization took place at MASP, due to a partnership
established between MASP and Afterall’>. The research project includes publications of academic
articles on the subject between 2018 and 2019, which will be gathered in an anthology to be published
in 2020, including other texts that are already reference on art and decolonization. The objective is to
raise questions and proposals for the reinterpretation of exhibitions and museum collections, from
readings that challenge the traditional narratives of art. Adriano Pedrosa, wondered what would be the
path to decolonize the museum, and the answer he finds is very interesting in the scope of this
research, because it is necessary to recognize the impasses and incongruities of this idea. He states

that “decerto ndo ha uma receita para descolonizar o museu, e ha diversos entendimentos em torno

22Free translation: The discipline of art history, with its deeply European roots, structures and model, is the most
powerful and enduring apparatus of imperialism and colonization.

23Afterall, is a Research Center of the University of the Arts London, located in Central Saint Martins. Founded in
1998 by Charles Esche and Mark Lewis, Afterall focuses on contemporary art and its relationship to a broader
artistic, theoretical and social context.
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do que isso possa ser’?* (PEDROSA, 2018, p.10). And he emphasizes that the interpretation of those
engaged in these attempts is that this project can not be carried out, but in return, it is necessary to

continue on this path, since it can always be even more decolonized.

4. Tensioning the structure: problems and positions

After this brief presentation of these two institutions and their public programs, | consider
important to problematize these projects, inasmuch as these platforms, even if viewed as a device for
criticizing hegemonic structures, can not escape complex challenges that demonstrate their own logic
spaces. The first case involves documenta 14 and exchanges of accusations through public letters,
the second aims to point control of institutions mechanisms, which delimit the imaginative geography
of certain subalternized groups.

On September 12, 2017, art critic Catherine Hickley published in The Art Newspaper?® the
article Documenta faces yawning €7m deficit, seeks financial help, where it says that the company
that runs the documenta faces a deficit of 7 million euros and is seeking help from the state of Hesse
and the city of Kassel. Soon after being communicated, the mayor immediately called a meeting, the
matter informs us that, according to information from a local newspaper?® (HNA), the excess costs of
the current edition of documenta was partly due to miscalculations by the financial management team,
and electric bills were extortionately high because of the cost of air conditioning due to the external
temperatures of 40 degrees Celsius, added to the transport of the works between Kassel and Athens.

On September 14, the artistic director of documenta 14 Adam Szymczyk and the team of
curators published an open letter?” in response to this matter of HNA, stressing the importance of
maintaining the independence of documenta as a public, cultural and artistic institution in the face of
political interests. In the letter the team claims that politicians have provoked a turnaround in the
media spreading an image of imminent bankruptcy, while presenting themselves as "saviors." They
also state that documenta is made public in a collective, transnational manner and that it must be kept
away from the mechanisms of local, regional, national and associated financial systems. Adam reports
that by the end of 2013, when he presented his concept of two sites, clearly all responsible parties
were informed. The Supervisory Board of Documentation gGmbH and the International Selection
Committee (both parties concerned) welcomed and authorized the appointment of Adam Szymczyk
committing himself to the fulfillment of his project. So it'is time to question the mega-exposition's value-
production regime, denouncing the exploitative model under which the stakeholders of documenta
wish the “most important exhibition of the world” to be produced. This statement is sent to the German

and international media, hoping to generate a careful discussion of what would be at stake.

24Free translation: there is certainly no recipe for decolonizing the museum, and there are several understandings
around what this might be.

25 Source: < https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news/documenta-faces-yawning-euro7m-deficit-seeks-financial-
help> Acesso em 10th October, 2018.

26 German newspaper Hessische/Niederséchsische Allgemeine - HNA (12/09/2017).

27 Source: < https://www.theartnewspaper.com/news/documenta-faces-yawning-euro7m-deficit-seeks-financial-
help> Acesso em 10th October, 2018.

121



NINO, ALDONES. (2019). Approximations and distancing between contemporary art and decolonial thinking: DOCUMENTA 14 and MASP, The
Overarching Issues of the European Space- a strategic (re)positioning of environmental and socio..., Porto, Fac.Letras Univ. Porto. pp. 112-125
(DOI: 10.21747/9789898969149/appr)

Oh 18th September, 2018 another open letter signed by 212 artists who had participated in
documenta in various editions was published in ARTFORUM?, with the title “On the emancipatory
possibility of decentered exhibitions”. It highlights the criticisms that accompanied documenta 14 since
the presentation of the project, such as the challenge of working with local communities in an
environment of equality and partnership, inserted in a large exhibition infrastructure, considering also if
a mega-exhibition would be the best to break discursive hegemonies. Without ignoring this debate, the
letter turns to broad criticism for financial issues, as the shortfall in the operating budget is suggested
as a result of Athens. Emphasizing the need to escape from a neoliberal logic that does not allow
alternative methods, histories and experiences. The curatorial innovation of documenta 14 sought to
create this meeting space between Athens and Kassel. Although the exhibition has presented a
juxtaposition of stories, often misleading, this was its intention, to show the impossibility of total
apprehension of the phenomena that cover the culture and the current production, but allowing the
creation of platforms where infinite possibilities can occupy the same space beyond traditional
hierarchies. Thus, with the accumulation and impossibility of seizure in its totality, the exhibition would

be fulfilling one of its objectives. They further state that:

We feel that casting a false shadow of criticism and scandal over documenta 14 does
a disservice to the work that the artistic director and his team have put into this
exhibition. Shaming through debt is an ancient financial warfare technique these
terms of assessment have nothing to do with what the curators have made possible,
and what the artists have actually done within this exhibition?®.

4. Conclusions

Both the curatorial team and the artists involved in this project recognize the challenges.
However, in locating decolonial thinking in this context, some positions may be dubious, so | repeat
Catherine Walsh's speech to the extent that so many cultural workers, artists and the institutions must
follow the decolonial pedagogy proposing a constant exercises that is to continue questioning, not
proposing objective forms, but rather exercising a critical eye and tensing these forces more and
more. For all the financial interests involved in this debate, the defense should be directed not to
institutions, but it is everyone's task to find ways to maintain the possibility of discussion, because only
then can we find a way out to these issues, which have long ceased to be of specific groups, since the
path that has been pursued, both in the arts and in other areas, locate this debate as a central
problem of the whole society.

To think about the positioning of certain agents and proposals in this contemporary cultural
system it also must be taken into account the risk of spectacularization and emptying, which can
sometimes measure the freedom of certain agents with the interest of satisfying an audience that does

not have a real commitment to some kind of change, which in the case of decolonial thinking is one of

2 Source: < https://www.artforum.com/news/documenta-14-artists-defend-exhibition-in-open-letter-71159>

Access em 10th October, de 2018.
29Source: < https://www.artforum.com/news/documenta-14-artists-defend-exhibition-in-open-letter-71159> Access
em 10th October, de 2018.
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the central objectives. For, as the Brazilian artist Jota Mombaga points out, power operates by fiction,
and these fictions produce our world with distinct effects for certain groups through multiple
mechanisms that distribute violence disproportionately, this idea is debated in greater depth in its text
Rumo a uma redistribuicdo desobediente de género e anticolonial da violéncial, published with the

support of the 32nd Sao Paulo Biennial, where she states that:

Liberar o poder das ficgbes do dominio totalizante das ficcbes de poder é parte de
um processo denso de rearticulagdo perante as violéncias sistémicas, que requer
um trabalho continuado de reimaginagdo do mundo e das formas de conhecé-lo, e
implica também tornar-se capaz de conceber resisténcias e linhas de fuga que
sigam deformando as formas do poder através do tempo3® (MOMBACA, 2016, p.5).
This risk of emptying of some proposals is not new when one thinks the location of certain
agents in power structures. For more than half a century Clarival do Prado Valladares, in discussing
the position occupied by the black in the Brazilian plastic arts, anticipates questions that many artists

and cultural workers who are members of historically subalternized groups face today, he affirms that

A sociedade “branca” sabe armar o circo de suas exposi¢gdes e promogdes, porém,
necessita injetar, de tempos em tempos, cotas de validade do “contexto histérico e
cultural”’. Estas s&o as oportunidades em que artistas negros, [...] s&o descobertos,
assimilados, promovidos e amplamente consumidos pela sociedade “branca”!
(VALLADARES, 2018, p.23).

In the 14th edition of the Festival Internacional de Teatro (FIT), held in the city of Belo
Horizonte, on 17th September, 2018, Jota Mombaca presented in a reading session the text Mundo =
Ferida®?, she points out that by occupying a position within the privileges diagram that constitutes
racialized societies it is inserted unequally in these structures, because when it is associated with the
framework of the historical struggles that made possible the occupation of these spaces with its body,
it is evident the process of updating the structures which aims to delimit their creative and imaginative
capacities. Being this point of extreme importance, because the imagination emerges as a basis for
thinking new codes, because before something exists it is necessary to be imagined, only creativity
and freedom of thought break the limits of what exists and germinate new ways of being, act and be in

the world. Then she states that

Num certo sentido, 0 acesso a circuitos artisticos e intelectuais preocupados com as
assim chamadas “politicas da diversidade” esta predicado na nossa habilidade em
reproduzir - até mesmo como posigdo critica - a légica mesma através da qual
somos marcadas. [...] nossa presencga esta condicionada por uma demanda de auto-
objetificagédo positiva, de acordo com a qual nés devemos sempre enderecar nossa

3Free translation: Releasing the fictions power from the totalizing domain of the fictions of power is part of a
dense process of rearticulation in the face of systemic violence, which requires a continuous work of reimagining
the world and ways of knowing it, and implies also becoming capable of designing resistances and escape lines
which continue to deform the forms of power over time.

3'Free translation: The "white" society knows how to set up the circus of its exhibitions and promotions, however,
it needs to inject, from time to time, quotas of validity of the "historical and cultural context". These are the
opportunities in which black artists [...] are discovered, assimilated, promoted and widely consumed by the "white"
society.

32Text not yet published.
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desobediéncia sexual e de género e nossa negritude como tema central de nossa
especialidade®.

Another important voice to think about these issues is the Brazilian artist Musa Michelle
Mattiuzzi, who has interesting points of intersection with the research of Jota Mombaga, in addition to
the joint work, both were residents in document 14 from the Capacete Athens Program. Mattiuzzi
wrote a text for vol. 2 of the catalog (anthology of texts) of the Afro-Atlantic exhibition, she raises the

same problem of inserting her body in these circuits, questioning the interests involved, she says

quiseram nos fazer crer que tornaram-se nossos “aliados”... Assim, questiono, em
minha pratica artistica, como constranger a politica extrativista dessas pessoas
brancas, cisgéneras, hegembnicas e supremacistas? essas pessoas que nos
roubam e assim também delimitam a nossa geografia imaginativa. Narram nossas
histérias como tematica social. Esse mecanismo de controle se apresenta como uma
oportunidade quando, de fato, € um exercicio de poder disfargado de inclusdo. Tal
mecanismo, ao se apropriar da reivindicacdo de grupos subalternizados, gera
demanda de representatividade em troca de uma boa imagem institucional, do que
seria correto em termos politicos®* (MATTIUZZI, 2018, p. 608).

| have tried to present these questions, pointing out that the initiatives of these institutions can
be considered important cases in the understanding of the curatorial logic of public programs, which,
in my view, show important changes in the symbolic production of meanings. These institutions are
stages of initiatives that present a critique of colonial structures, and question the remnants of
coloniality that permeate our present. Documenta and MASP are institutions that present projects of
interest to think about how the relationship between contemporary art, humanities and political
participation are articulated with the interest of identifying and questioning the interconnection which
permeates the continuity of the processes of exclusion occuring at different temporal and spatial
scales, making use of diverse disciplines linked to the arts and helping in their understanding and
development. Different geographies point to the growing interest the theme has acquired in
contemporary debates. Proposing a reflection about the importance of the existence and resistance of

different identity consciousnesses, as well as other communication and cognition processes.
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