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Prefacio

O trabalho africano foi um elemento decisivo na constru¢io do mundo
moderno. Através do trifico de escravos para a América, cerca de dez
milhdes de migrantes involuntirios contribuiram para que o chamado Novo
Mundo se integrasse num sistema mundial de poder e comércio. Uma vez
que essa migragdo assumiu a forma de um circuito de mercadorias, os seus
focos de origem — as regides africanas que alimentaram o trifico — foram
igualmente integrados no sistema mundial. Deste modo, pode dizer-se que
a partir do século X VI os circuitos do comércio atlintico de escravos inaugu-
raram o processo de mundializagio da produgio.

A aceleracio do processo de mundializacio, especialmente nos tltimos 50
anos, é decerto a melhor explicacio para a sensibilidade que as universidades
. ocidentais desenvolveram a respeito da “peculiar institution”. Nos Estados
Unidos, o debate sobre a rentabilidade e o significado social das regides escla-
vagistas norte-americanas comecou logo no século XIX, mas ¢ inegivel que
a sua intensificacio académica se deu a partir da década de 1950. Um pouco
mais tarde — com os trabalhos de Philip Curtis e David Eltis — comegaram
as tentativas de quantificacio das migracdes e a formagio de equipas pluri-
disciplinares para identificar cada “passagem do meio” (nome por que eram
conhecidas as travessias do “comércio atlantico de escravos”). Durante as
décadas de 1970-80, iniciou-se a participagdo das universidades da América
Latina, tanto para produzir novas monografias sobre o trifico para destinos
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tropicais, como para reproduzir com os seus proprios materiais de arquivo os
debates sobre a rentabilidade da economia escravista.

Klein relaciona este florescimento tardio (0 estudo cientifico do trifico de
€scravos comecou praticamente um século depois da sua extingio enquanto
fenémeno histérico no Atlantico), nio com a chamada “globalizacio”, mas
com a conjuntura da descolonizagio europeia do pos-guerra. O comércio
de escravos foi certamente um peso na meméria das poténcias coloniais euro-
petas a retardar a constituigio deste objecto de estudos. De facto, deve notar-
-se que foi fora da Europa que ele se desenvolveu mais rapidamente.

Factores adicionais podem ser acrescentados a esta explicacio. Sendo as
formagdes sociais de quase todos os Estados americanos indissocidveis da
escravatura africana, compreende-se que af tivessem sido mais fortes as soli-
citagdes para a enquadrar historicamente. Também as condi¢bes locais de
trabalho o favoreciam, dada a abundancia de fontes inéditas para este efeito
nas Américas: grandes arquivos ptiblicos e privados, cuja abertura informatica
precedeu em alguns casos as dos préprios arquivos europeus, e a tradicio
oral, ainda presente sob muitas formas na cultura do Sul dos Estados Unidos,
das Caraibas e do Brasil.

As sociedades coloniais que na Africa e na Asia se constituiram depois
da legislacio abolicionista (isto &, depois de abolidos tanto o trifico como a
condigio servil) estio numa fase bem mais embrionira de entrada no campo
cientifico. A dimensio do trabalho forcado africano e asiatico enquadrada

por legislagio liberal, bem como a migracio de trabalhadores entre as varias
regides tropicais (os chamados cules), foram quantitativamente inferiores aos
do trifico de escravos, mas concentraram-se durante um periodo de tempo
mais curto: circa 1850-1950. Tém portanto uma grande visibilidade histérica
e, em alguns casos, marcaram ainda mais profundamente a actual meméria
colectiva dessas regides. Pode dizer-se que € para esta problemitica (e nio
para a da escravatura) que se torna mais plausivel o condicionalismo ideolé-
gico apontado por Klein: nio seria certamente durante a presencga colonial
europeia que as condi¢des para este tipo de estudos seriam mais favoriveis,
Mesmo considerando que o hiato entre o fenémeno e a sua constituicio
como objecto académico foi bem menor que no caso da escravatura — nas
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décadas de 1960 e 1970, isto é, menos de duas décadasNdepois. c.ki descolgm—
zacio, ja surgiam trabalhos importantes s?bre as relagdes sociais das Er.mgas
coiénias francesas e inglesas —, as problematicas do t/rab‘alho f/orgado a r1c~ano-
(e em menor escala, asiatico) estio ainda longe, dcl)s vaels.de sintese e de r;)gox
atingidos pelos estudos e debates sobre o comércio atlantico (Aie esclravoasi. aNra
~todas as areas coloniais, mas sobretudo para os casos portugues, be ga., emio
e italiano, o estado actual dos conhecimentos ressepte;ge ainda d(? g%naso‘ com
que os trabalhos de campo e a recolha de fontes juridicas, administrativas e
estatisticas, se tem processado. o o

Neste ponto, as circunstincias locais tém actuado em sentido inverso ao
que nas Americas facilitou o desenvolvimento dos estudo/s .sobre 2 escravatura
na sua fase legal. Por um lado, praticamente todas as terbnan‘cas e%fncanas passa-
ram nas Gltimas décadas para a cauda das prioridades institucionais fias um:fer.ﬁ—
dades sediadas nas respectivas ex-metrépoles. Por outro lado, _as qrcunstanc?s
dos novos Estados africanos, tanto a sua debilidade em ﬁnanc?ar programas de
estudos assim como a instabilidade que acompanhou em mul-tos casos os s“aus
primeiros anos de independéncia politica, dificilmente podepz.xnl equilibrar as
lacunas historiograficas sobre as respectivas sociedades colomzus.‘ }

Neste contexto, os coléquios sobre “trabalho forgado afncang que o
Centro de Estudos Africanos tem vindo a promover desde 2004 visam basi-
camente dois objectivos:

. contribuir, através da perspectiva comparada, para um @elhor enqua-
dramento das duas formas historicas em que o trabalho africano foi apro-

. veitado durante a constituicio do mercado mundial. Ambas se esclarecem
mutuamente, tanto mais que durante algum tempo chegaram a ser conte.m—
porineas (ainda havia embarques clandestinos de escravos par~a 0 Blrasﬂ e
Cuba quando ji se constituiam as primeiras rec'ies de emigracio cule e se
criavam as primeiras legislacdes coloniais laborais); '

. estimular o desenvolvimento dos trabalhos de campo relativamente
ao chamado “trabalho forcado”, no seu sentido lato, de modo} a que esta
problemitica adquira rapidamente o estatuto de objecto c.ien~t1ﬁ‘co que o
periodo da escravatura propriamente dita ja possul nos principais centros

de investigacio mundiais.
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Sdo as comunicacdes do Gltimo destes colbquios, realizado entre 17 e 19
de Novembro de 2005, que aqui se apresentam. Incluem-se ainda alguns con-
tributos que circunstincias variadas nio permitiram debater presencialmente.
Com elas é possivel formar uma ideia do que neste campo de trabalho sio
as principais tendéncias da investigacio, bem como sobre a diversidade de
aspectos que o trabalho for¢ado africano marcou no mundo contemporineo:
sem davida, um “facto social total”.

ELVIRA MEA
JOSE CAPELA
MACIEL SANTOS

10

Parte I
O trafico atlantico de escravos
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Traite des Maures-traite des Noirs,
ou les visages de I'esclavage au Portugal
(XVe-XVI° siécles)

ANTONIO DE ALMEIDA MENDES"

Du point de vue de l'activité négriere, Iarrivée de ces 235 premiers
esclaves noirs 3 Lagos en aolt 1444 constitua un moment fondateur, car
cette premiére expédition organisée inaugurait 350 ans d’émigration forcée
de masse a la fois vers PEurope et vers les Amériques’. En un siecle (milieu
XVe_milieu XVI¢siecle), entre 250 000 et 300 000 esclaves arrivérent au
Portugal?. Loin de s’inscrire dans la continuité de la traite transsaharienne
pratiquée par les Arabes dés le VII® siecle?, la traite atlantique s’imposait
comme un trafic d’un genre nouveau inscrit dans une temporalité qui lui

* Ecole des Hautes Frudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris.

| L’expédition de 1444 n’est qu’une parmi les nombreuses expéditions conduites par les hommes de I'Infant Hennt
le long de la cote sahélo-mauritanienne 4 partir des années 1430. La principale source disponible est le témoignage
contemporain de Gomes Eanes de Zurara, Chionique de Guinée (1453), traduction et annotations de Léon Bourdon,
présentation de Jacques Paviot, Paris, éd. Chandeigne, 1994 et dans une moindre mesure le récit de Diogo Gomes,
De la premitre déconverte de la Guinée (fin XV siécle), trad. Théodore Monod, Bissau, Meméria n° 21 du Centro de
Estudos da Guiné Portuguesa, 1959.

2 Iyana Elbl, « The volume of the early atlantic slave trade, 1450-152 », in Journal of African History, 38, 1997 ; pp.
31-75. Antonio de Almeida Mendes, « Portugal e o trifico de escravos na primeira metade do século XVI », in
Studia Africana, n.° 7, Porto, janvier-février 2004, pp. 13-30 et « Traites ibériques entre Meéditerranée et Atlantique
(1450-1550) », in Anais de Histéria de Além-mar, n° VI, 2006 (ss. presse).

3 Contrairement 4 ce qu'avance Olivier Pétré-Grenouilleau dans son dernier ouvrage (Les traites négriéres. Essai d’histoire
globale, Paris, Gallimard, 2004), la traite atlantique et la traite transsaharienne sont deux circuits distincts. Car si la traite
portugaise détourne vers les rivages atlantiques une partie des routes caravaniéres sahariennes qui jusqu’alors débouchai-
ent au Maroc, en Cyrénaique ou en Egypte, la traite transsaharienne continue 3 alimenter les Etats de ' Afrique orientale
et de la Corne de I'Afrique. Sur les chiffres de la traite transsaharienne cf. Ralph A. Austen, « The Trans-Saharan Slave
Trade : A tentative Census », in The Uncommon Market: Essays in the Economic History of the Atlantic Slave Trade (ss. dir.
de Henry A. Gemery and Jan S. Hogendorn), New-York, 1979, pp. 23-76.
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était propre, 4 la croisée des mondes méditerranéen et atlantique*. La genése
des mouvements d’ouverture atlantique et d’expansion mondiale engagés
par les Portugais avec la prise de Ceuta en 1415 a engendré une immense
littérature et donné naissance i une historiographie classique — I'école des
Découvertes — accrochée au « mythe » des courageux découvreurs guidés
par le génie visionnaire du prince Henri dit le Navigateur (1394-1460).
Prince lettré et annonciateur de la Renaissance et amoureux des sciences
mais dont la vie tient d’une reconstruction idéalisée il fu selon les propos
de Garcia de Resende « le premier inventeur et découvreur des conquétes
de Guinée ». Depuis, le mythe a largement remplacé la réalité et esprit
d’aventure d’une classe de nobles-chevaliers qui prolongerait esprit de
reconquéte ibérique en Afrique du Nord, d’autres la recherche de T'or et
du royaume mythique du Prétre Jean, d’aucuns la constitution précoce du
Portugal en Etat-nation par rapport  « I'ennemi » espagnol, la recherche de
blé aprés une période de pénurie marquée par la Grande Peste qui toucha
I'Europe entre 1346 et 1353, voire la position géographique du Royaume,
a la pointe de 'Occident®. On ne peut prétendre en quelques lignes rendre
compte de débats qui ont remué pendant plusieurs décennies le monde
des historiens. L’histoire événementiclle pronée par Iécole nationaliste des
Descobrimentos et les approches économistes et plus globales inaugurées par
Vitorino Magalhies Godinho se sont longtemps opposées. Certes, 'enchai-
nement des facteurs jouérent, successivement ou conjointement, un role
dans la genése de I'expansion et il ne faut pas, par ailleurs, mésestimer la part
d’imaginaire que convoyaient les récits contemporains. La richesse légen-
daire de Tombouctou, ville située aux confins du Sahara et connue comme

+ Sur cette dimension Meéditerranéenne, cf. Luis Adio da Fonseca, « Le Portugal

Bernard Vincent, « Esclavage au Portugal : entre mer Méditerranée et océan Adantique », in Le Portugal et la Méditerranée,
Arquivos do Centro Cultural Calouste Gulbenkian, XLIII, Lisbonne-Paris, 2002, respectivement pp. 3-34 et pp. 61-70.
5 Garcia de Resende, Crénica de dom Jodo II e Miscldnea, Lisbonne, IN-CM, 1973, p. 117.

¢ Nous ne discuterons pas ici la genése du mouvement expansionnis

te qui a donné lieu 4 une bibliographie abondante.
Pour une rapide vue d’ensemble cf. Vitorino Magalhies Godinho, Portugal. A erergéneia de tma nagio, Lisbonne, edi¢des
Colibri, 2004. Pour des approches différentes cf. notamment Sanja;

y Subrahmanyam, « Du Tage au Gange au XVI¢
siécle : une conjoncture millénariste 3 I'échelle eurasiatique »,

in Aunales HSS, janvier-février 2001, pp. 51-84 et Luis
Filipe F. R., Thomaz, « Le Portugal et I'Afrique au XV sidcle : les débuts de T'expansion », Lisbonne, CEHCA, IICT,
Série Separatas n°® 221, 1989.

et la Méditerranée au XV siecle » et
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L'ESCLAVAGE AU PORTUGAL...
OIRS, OU LES VISAGES DE
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entre de commerce entre I'ancien Soudan ?t le Maghreb, é.tait pgrvenuie;
; 1 ux oreilles des Occidentaux par 'entremise des voyageurs ?ra. es m~a
T Bt géno tel Antonio Malfante qui en 1447 traversa le désert maro-
ég'a o g;nom’ud et arriva a Touét, au contact des negres, sans parvenir
e d‘e no;’ allhsl Soudan, lequel devait venir selon ses propos « d'une terre
au'X @nes 7 (;fe sel de Ta(;udenni, Por des mines de Bouré et les esclaves du
. gﬁi?;a;s.imient par Tombouctou avant d’étre ach\em_iné? jusqu’gux ngt;
du littoral nord-africain (Fés, Tunis, Le Cgire), et .de la, p01;1 partie Jsulicé[uc e
uissances maritimes italiennes (Génes, Pise, Venise, Amz.d ) e(t; vzl o
ilén'dionales de la péninsule ibérique (Eﬁlgar\\/elZ And;l:z:z i;i ‘ j : trz;;:ers. -
- oie, qui reliait Venise et Genes a 'emp
;zztiscialisscon;igentales sur les traces des conqgérants d’Alex?r}lldredle iillfiz:i
et de Gengis Khan, avait autant attiré les capltau,x des marc lan seSSif o
qualimenté I'imaginaire des Européens'. zi’xyec 16\ depl.acenierflit p;zg}r{ ol e
regards et des capitaux vers la péninsule 1b.ef’1que a partir d? a Irj o
cle. les routes caravaniéres sahariennes attirerent les attentions. 1 ;:24 \gtravers
ple,s de Giovanni da Montecorvino ou de Marco Polo ‘(1254—d ) ade wes
I’Orient que le vénitien raconta en frang:us' dans Le Dezztsgnjent u ngzz ﬂagon
son retour et les récits de voyage merve.ﬂleux (en réalité une c ' 1p facion
d’ceuvres médiévales) de Jean de Mandeville .(1371) c.onnurentgun imp
¢ i 250 manuscrits sont répertoriés en dix langues®. o
 Foteto, | i étati lassiques oublient que I'initiative
Toutefois, la plupart des interprétations classiq ue Hiniaave
revint d’abord 2 la frange méditerranée.nne dg Rf)yatl’nle,h ga On,]mem
plus qu’a Lisbonne et a I'Atlantique. Et il est difficile .dexp )qu:rrl (;mt et
Pesprit de Reconquéte a pu demeurer un « mythe, v1vz’u;§ k pde ane deu
siecles entre la reconquéte de I’Algarve en 1249 ’et 1 expé ition o
1415, et que surtout qu’avant d’étre portugaise 1 expansmfl.fut euﬁimeme.
Les expéditions du catalan Jaume Ferrer au large de la c6te mau ,

un ¢

g g 1= 4 A 3 )
Charles de la Ronciére La déconverte de [Afrlq e au Moyen-dge, cartoy mphcs cf ex'plomfmm, Le Caire, IFAO
2 s
ean ae Mandeville, ivre des merveilles du Monde, éd tique Christiane Delu aris. RS éditions, 2000
A’ de Mandeville, Le Livre d veilles du Monde, critiq " Deluz, Paris, CNRS dit 2(
our des regards critiques et novateurs otamiment Luis Fl.llpC . R., Thomaz, « Le Portuga et I'Afrique », op. dl,
P d d: {al t tel cf. notamment Li F. E Tt g . q P )
1989 et Sanjay Subrat manyain ¢« Du I(lge au Gange au KXVI¢siecle : une conjoncture millénariste 3 I'échelle CuIIlSLle’ ue »,
s 5 Jar —-tevrie: 1 . 51-84 ol I'auteur s'arréte sur le contexte eschatol()gqu e et millénariste qui régnait
in Annales HSS, janvier-février 200 pp 5 q

i la Cour de D. Manuel I .
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dont la barque avait appareillé en 1346 pour le « Riu del Oro » dans Iespoir
de contourner par mer I'imposante chaine de I'Atlas qui rendait difficiles les
liaisons avec les régions afticaines d’ol de longues caravanes chameliéres par-
taient chargées d’or, d’ivoire et de sel. De fait, 'avancée portugaise en direc-
tion de I'Atlantique s’explique en premier lieu par le déplacement du centre
des échanges des iles 4 sucre de la Méditerranée orientale (Chypre, Créte,
Sicile, Rhodes) et de cote Levantine vers la partie occidentale de la « mer
intérieure » : Aigues-Mortes, la Corse, Valence dans le Royaume d’Aragon,
Algarve et le Maroc. Ce mouvement de reflux vers le sud-ouest de I'Europe
est graduel et débute avec Iarrivée de quelques milliers de commercants Juifs
dans I’Algarve et dans les ports d’Afrique du Nord (Fés, Alger, Tunis) apres les
sanglantes persécutions déclenchées i partir de 1391 4 Séville, i Valence et en
Castille 3 instigation de P'archidiacre Fernando Martinez d’Ecija. Beaucoup
trouverent refuge au Portugal et 4 la Cour du prince Henri comme le carto-
graphe catalan Jehuda Cresques (1350-1427), le fils du majorquin Abraham
Cresques, l'auteur du célébre Atlas Catalan de 1375-1380. Ces Juifs s"immis-
cerent dans les réseaux traditionnels et contrdlérent les circuits commerciaux
entre les différents ports méditerranéens. Dans ce schéma, la ville marocaine
de Fes, principale héritiére de la civilisation hispano-maghrebine, fut un cen-
tre important d’accueil des réfugiés. Sous le regne de Jean II, Abraham ben
Samuel Zakkut (1450-1522), Pauteur de tables astronomiques, rédigées en
hébreu, que Colomb emporta avec lui lors de son premier voyage trouva exil
au Portugal avant de finir ses jours 4 Fés. La circulation des hommes et des
marchandises et les réseaux fondés sur des solidarités familiales qui se mirent
alors en place entre I'Algarve et I'Afrique du Nord créérent un nouvel axe
d’échange au détriment des axes caravaniers Ouadane-Sijilmasa-Tlemcen-
Barcelone-Maiorque et Niger-Tripolitaine-Cyrénaique-Egypte-Sicile. Le rdle
des Juifs et des Morisques en tant qu'intermédiaires entre le monde musulman
et chrétien fut central, A Pexemple de Jacob Rosales envoyé a Lisbonne en
1534 par le roi de Fés pour négocier une paix entre les deux Royaumes!.

" Adlas Catalan constitué de 6 folios de parchemin est conservé i la bibliothéque nationale de Paris sous Ia cote BNF, ESP 30.
"IANTT/ CC I, 53, 110. José Alberto Tavim souligne que la communauté juive de Ceuta maintenait au-XVI¢

siecle un commerce régulier avec les villes italiennes. José Alberto Rodrigues da Silva Tavim, O Judeus na expansio

GES DE L'ESCLAVAGE AU PORTUG.
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Dans le méme temps, plus 4 IEst, le déclin de lg navigatién géllolizz gn
mer Néire, aprés le succes de Venise lors <.ie la bataﬂlc’z d‘e Chu?ggla:( t 16)1;
allié 4 la poussée des Ottomans en mer Nc?lre et e{l Méditerranée 01‘1611 tas .
repoussait vers I’Aragon, la Provence puis vers .1 Algarve, ccn;llmzlgarfnoiS
navigateurs italiens®. La participation /deF nav1ga’teu1rs—marchfx1r‘1 s gé o

_ et vénitiens 4 la reconnaissance de l'intérieur de I’Afrique s.:% é 1énne,vert
(re)découverte des iles de I’Atlantique Nord (A?orfes, Canaue;s\,] e ;{};e Sié_,
Madere) et a 'exploration de la cote ouest-africaine au;i XIVe- Ve
cles est assez bien connue ; il suffit d’évoquer les noms d An@rea 1anct ,
d’Alvise de Ci da Mosto, Benedetto Dei, Ma‘rco Lomellini, Lzmzalfo1 0
Malocello, Antonio Malfante, Antonio da Noli, Ba.rtolomeo Perestledo,
Jerénimo Sernige, Jodo Francisco Affaitati, df-:s dyflastles des Pesagno (2 es
Spinola, Antoniotto Usidomare ... et cette liste n ést pas ex.h,austlve., . ett.(z
contribution des Italiens 4 la premiere phase exp%nsmnn,lste 1leel.me s ,1n§cr1t
dans le long terme puisque les rivages de laAMédlte,rranee atla'nthue et‘alerlle
fréquentés par les marins de Génes et des iles Baléares fiepuls‘au1 ;mmsd
XIII¢ siecle. L’historiographie a retenu le nom des frere’s Vivaldi ou de
Jaume Ferrer au XIII° siécle', mais combien d’autres festes an‘onymes o-nt
tenté leur chance ? Ce que I'on sait moins, c’est que lhentreprlse condg\ue
dans les iles atlantiques et sur la Cote africaine reposait sur une premiere
« colonisation » italienne des Canaries, de la Cors§, de la Provs:nce et du
littoral algarvien. De 1387 4 1406, le capitaine génois Baltasar SPmola re(::ut
le commandement du chiteau d’Hyeres et en Proﬁta pour pﬂlef la coie
hyéroise et toulonnaise. Dans I'Algarve, la ﬁxauon est encouragée par a
Couronne portugaise : ainsi, en 1410 le roi t]ean I’ex.e.mpta du ;i:;eéent
d’'imp6t les échanges avec les Milanais, Génois et Vemtlen's. En d.e 1n1t11’ve,
pour attirer et fixer les capitaux flottants des grands banquiers italiens, l'on

1 é P 1997, p. 62.
ortuguesa e Marrocos durante o século XVI. Origens ¢ actividades de uma comunidade, Braga, éd. Al P/‘\CI({)M},2 : d’ES}:aq”g
}\)/oir a\;ssi sur Pactivité commerciale des présides nord-afticains, Jean-Frédéric Schaub, Les Juifs du Roi pague,

Paris, Hachette Littérature, 1999. ‘ ' 1526
2 Qui se conclut par la prise de Constantinople en 1453 et I'occupation de Chypre en 1521

~haries Verlinden, « 1eritage de €l ent », in Mediterraneo ¢ anto indiano, Florence, 1970 . =574
é Qccid Med e e CY . PP

Ch; Verlind: « tage de Venise en Occident », 1r O ! d) Fi 7 / 357-374

bdié sur les cdtes sc s antérieires d la découverte portugaise (1434), Lisbonne,

" Raymond Mauny, Les navigations !
Centro de Estudos Histéricos Ultramarinos, 1960, pp. 92-98.
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ne trouva jamais rien de mieux que de supprimer les impots et de créer une
sorte de « paradis financier ». Ainsi, la culture de la canne 3 sucre fut intro-
duite des 1401 4 Quarteira (3 proximité de Faro)"® par le Génois Giovanni
della Palma et c’est 4 partir de I’Algarve qu’elle fut dans les années 1450 intro-
duite 3 Madére's, Dés les années 1470, les banquiers Ambrosio, Urbano et
Battista Lomellini investirent massivement dans le sucre de I'ile de Madére!
et sa commercialisation (depuis I'exploitation jusqu’au transport) devint rapi-
dement un monopole exclusivement italien's. Au point qu’en 1481-1482,
les commercants portugais se plaignaient lors des Cortes d’Evora que les Juifs
et les Génois accaparaient le commerce du miel et du sucre de Madere®.
C’est probablement sous I'action des Italiens et avec leurs capitaux que le
prince Henri (1394-1460), en association avec ses fidéles écuyers-chevaliers
dont beaucoup avaient participé 4 des actions de course en Meéditerranée
avant de combattre en Afrique du Nord au sein de P'ordre militaire du
Christ®, créa a Lagos dans les années 1430-1440 une premiére association
commerciale inspirée de la Mahona, association privée d’armateurs et de com-
merg¢ants génois établie sur I'lle de Chio en mer Egée en 1347% (expérience
réitérée 4 Chypre en 1373 et en Corse en 1378) mais aussi des loggia italien-
nes et de la lonja barcelonaise. C’est sans doute sur ce modéle que la Casa
de Ceuta fut fondée a Lisbonne au début du XV* siecle pour coordonner
le commerce des places d’Afrique du Nord et de Ceuta et pour encadrer

5 Dans le méme temps, en 1407, la Couronne d’Aragon autorisait le Sicilien Nicolau Santafé, producteur de sucre,
a s'installer 4 Valence. La production de sucre valencien déclina aprés 1475, victime de la concurrence du sucre de
Madére. Cf. José Pérez Vidal, La cultura de la caiia de azticar en el Levante
Cientificas, Madrid, 1973.

' A la méme époque, I'économie de la canne 3 sucre est également en plein essor au Maroc.

"7 Virginia Rau, « A family of Italian merchants in Portugal in the XVth century : the Lomellini », Milan, Instituto
Editoriale cisalpino.

"% Alberto Vieira estime quau XVI sidcle 78 %

espaitol, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones

du commerce du sucre de Madére était sous contrle de marchands
italiens. Alberto Vieira, Os escravos o arquipélago da Madeira: séculos XV a XVII, Funchal, Centro de Estudos de
Historia do Atlantico, 1991.

" Henrique Gama Barros, Histéria da Administragio Piblica em Portugal, Lisbonne, Livraria Si da Costa, 1947, 2 éd.,
t. X. p. 150.

* L'infant Henri fut nommé gouverneur et administraceur perpétuel de I'Ordre du Christ par le pape Martin V en
mai 1420,

* Sur le fonctionnement de la Mahona de Chio cf. P.P. Argenti, The occupations of Chios by the Genoese and their adminis-
tration of the island 1347-1566, Cambridge, 1956, 3 vols. et « The Mahona of the Giustiniani. Genovese colonialism
and the genovese relationship with Chio ». in Byzantinische forschungen, 1979, 6, pp. 1-35.
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Pactivité de course et de piraterie dans la Méd{tenanée. Autour.des années
1440, cette premiére Compagnie céda l,a place a 13% (.:2'15271' de Argm.n, du ;0@
de la presqu’ile ou Soeira Mendes de Evora, sur 1n1t1f1t1ve du pt;nfce -f(fmi
son suzerain, avait entrepris I'édification d’un entrepot (plu,s tard forti 1eAe
baptisé Castelo d’Arguin) pour traiter des esclaves e~t de ~l or avec la coFe
saharienne comprise entre le cap Blanc et le fleuve Sdo Jodo. Pour centrali-
ser les arrivées d’esclaves, D. Henri créa a Lisbonne la charge’ de:: re,ceveur
des Maures et des Mauresques [...] qui viendraient de Gum&/:e fr-. L’un des
premiers i occuper cette fonction fut Fernio Gomes® qui était en chagge
de récupérer au nom de I'Infant le quint c?e tous les charger’nents. EI}ll ait,
I'Infant D. Henrique avait créé autour de lui .une éommgnaute de 70011 o_m—
mes, unie par des liens familiaux, des solidarités villageoises et unedco1 usion
acquise sur les terrains de bataille d’Afrique <Aiu Nord. L.es hommes de é mzil
son de I'Infant avaient participé aux conqueétes en Afnque (/iu. Nord (Ceuta,
Tanger, etc.), aux expéditions contre les Canaries et .l?len evtdiet?qmen.t au‘x
premiéres razzias sur les ctes ouest-africaines. La premiére expedltlf)n or 1garp—
sée eut probablement lieu autour de 1444, lorsque le pnflce Henrn et‘ plusie-
urs de ses associés (dont le propre évéque de Lagos) aljmerent un n.av1re avec
2 442 varas de toiles®. Sur ces bases, trés tot un trafic intense se mit en place
entre Arguin, les communautés berbéres sanajahs et ‘le.s Iriarch'imds ara?es ’pz.lr
le truchement des alformas, c’est-a-dire des intermédiaires™ ﬁxes. fians l,mten—
eur 2 Ouadane et, sur le rivage, 4 Antarota. Au début du XVI‘i siecle, 1 u? dc?s
chefs locaux était un dénommé Dama, seigneur des « Narzigues ». Lactl—
vité portugaise était financée par les rentes issues ,des nombreux domgm;s ;t
propriétés fonciéres de I'Ordre du Christ et de I'exploration de la citadelle

22 Saunders, A.C. de C.M. Saunders, Histéria Social dos escravos ¢ libertos negros em Portugal, '144.1-1555, LleOl:lllC'
IN-CM 1‘;95 p. 29 et IAN/TT, Chancellerie D. Afonso V, Liv. 15, fol. 47. (IAN/TT : Instituto dos Arquivos
Nacionais da Torre do Tombo, dorénavant IAN/TT). . ‘ y
= ;ccmnr:zmc Fernio Gomes qui un quart de siécle plus tard, recevra le monopole de I'exploration et de la reconnais

sance du littoral africain et qui combattra 3 Tanger aux cétés d’Afonso V.

2 Ancienne unité de mesure équivalent a 1,10 meétres. ‘ N ‘ y

3 On retrouve le terme chez Valentim Fernandes, Description de la Céte d’Afrique de Centa ait Sénégal, Pierre de fCem\{wl
et Théodore Monod, Paris, 1938, pp. 94-95. Juan Antonio Frago Gracia, « Arabismos saharianos (Alforma, Al()(;z;mje,
Alformar) en e} espafiol de Canarias », in Revista de Filologia Espailola, CSIC, Madrid, LXXVII, n® 1°-2°%, 1 pp
149-152.
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de Castro Marim, siége de I'Ordre. C’est cette structure, avec les hommes
et les mémes pratiques « familiales » qui fut maintenue jusqu’a la mort en
1470 de D. Fernando duc de Viseu, que son oncle Henri le Navigateur avait
désigné comme héritier adoptif dés 1462. La mort en 1460 de Iinfant Henri,
le « cerveau » des premiers voyages portugais, ne ralentit pas le mouvement
des arrivées. Au contraire, on assista avec la nationalisation du trafic par la
royauté a un contrat plus étroit. En 1463, Diogo Dias de Abreu était nommé
facteur et trésorier du commerce d’Arguin dans le port de Lisbonne?.

Ainsi avec les Casa(s) de Ceuta et d’Arguin les Portugais organisent un
premier grand mouvement de déportation de populations maures, berbéres
et noires vers le Sud du Royaume du Portugal, qui inscrit dans la continuité
d’une activité marchande ancienne et de activité corsaire en Méditerranée?”.
Il prend pendant une trentaine d’années (1415-1445) 1a forme de raids meur-
triers et de d’entreprises sporadiques de chasses 4 ’homme (filhamento) le
long du littoral marocain®. Cette stratégie héritée de la course en mer et des
entradas, s’avéra peu productive et meurtriére sur les cotes subsahariennes,
Les razzias firent rapidement place  un trafic organisé et négocié (la traite),
centré autour des factoreries créées dans les iles de I’ Atlantique, & commencer
par Arguin. Entre 1445 et 1464, Soeiro Mendes de Evora, ancien almoxarife
de Lagos, fut nommé par I'Infant Henri gouverneur-capitaine du Castelo
d’Arguin, des contrats de dix ans qui I'autorisaient i acquérir des esclaves sur
le littoral saharien en échange du versement d’une quote-part. A partir de
1464 et jusqu’en 1471 date de sa mort, il recut i titre personnel d’Afonso
V, P'exploration de la traite d’Arguin, charge qui s'accompagnait du verse-
ment d’une rente annuelle de 12 esclaves, soit au prix de vente d’alors entre
50 et 60 000 réaux annuels®. Rente substanticlle qui prouve que le trafic
€tait déja bien établi. En résumé, cette traite atlantique naissante puisait sa
source dans un trafic plus ancien et s’inscrivait dans un cadre plus global

#* [AN/TT, Chancellerie D. Afonso V, Liv. 9, fol. 96, doc. 2.

*" Bernard Vincent, « Esclavage au Portugal... », op. ct., 2002.

# Cf. le témoignage contemporain de Alvise de Ca’ da Mosto, Voyages en Afrique Noive d’Alvise Ca’ da Mosto, Paris,
éd. Chandeigne/Unesco, 1994, 221, chap. X, pp. 49-50 et I'étude de Maria do Rosirio Pimentel, Viagem ao fundo
das consciéucias. A escravatura na época Moderna, Lisbonne, éd. Colibri, 1995.

* JAN/TT, Chancellerie D. Afonso V, Liv. 8, fol. 88, doc. 1.
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‘ - ,o. A N
d’un esclavage musulman important vers la péninsule et I'lle de Madere,

méme s’il ne s’agissait pas d’une traite organisée et réguliere. Encore que
les quelques exemples mis en avant par Bernard Rosenbe’rgmj semblerawnf
prouver ’existence d’un trafic significatif. En 1502, Rui Gll chercl\mnt a
acheter 2 Mazagan des esclaves pour envoyer a Madere, 11\arr1va a Safi.
Ou il captura quelques campagnards qu’il envoya vers Madeére. En ].521,
Bernard Rodrigues raconte qu’a Azemmour, I'estuaire de 'Oum er Rbia
était rempli de navires venus charger des filles et des jeunes femmes™. Dans
ce domaine, les recherches restent en partie a faire. )
Si la péninsule ne fut pas une société esclavagiste comme a pu I'étre Cuba
i I'époque coloniale, elle fut une société dont l’escla’ve, au-dela de sa prove-
nance, fut une des composantes majeures. Combien d’esclahves maures et
noirs comptaient Lisbonne, le sud du Portugal et I’Andalousie au tournar/lt
du XVI¢ siecle ? La comptabilité est difficile a tenir : selon nos ca‘lc?lls basés
sur la documentation manuscrite, entre 20 et 25 000 noirs a.rrlverent au
Portugal entre 1441 et 1500. Du vivant de Zurara un peu moins de 1 000
esclaves avaient été transportés au Royaume en pres de 15 ans (1444~1456)\.
Autour de 1456, Alvise de Ci da Mosto estimait les arrivées annu.e}le/s 2\1
700-800 esclaves; pour la seule année 1486, 442 esclaves furent enregistrés a
Lisbonne. Entre 1486 et 1493, Jodo Licio de Azevedo comptabilise prés de
3 539 entrées d’esclaves®. A I'aube du XVI€ siécle, le Noir était devenu une
composante « visible » de la société portugaise, et tous l‘es ans: les cara\:e]les
débarquaient 2 4 3 000 esclaves selon les dires du Vénitien Ca MaSTer"—. En
ce qui conserve les esclaves maures, il est encore plus hasardeux d’avancer
des chiffres. Mais 4 la lecture des sources, il apparait clairement que cet escla-
vage musulman plus ancien dans le temps, demeurait encore majonF?xre dans
I'Algarve, a Lisbonne, a Séville et 2 Valence au début du XVI° s1ecle.’ ITeS
places d’Afrique du Nord et la Méditerranée étaient depuis longtemps 'aire

 Selon Bernard Rosenberger, «Aspects du commierce portugais avec le Maroc (XVe-XVI* siecles), in Aquém ¢ Além
da Taprobana, Lisbonne, CHAM, 2002, pp. 71-84. , ‘ "

¥ Jodo Lacio de Azevedo, Epocas de Portugal econdmico, Lisbonne, Classica editora, 1988 [1%* éd. 1%)28]A -

* Vitorino Magalhies Godinho, « Portugal no comeco do século XVI: instituigdes e economia. O relatério do
veneziano Lunardo da Ci Masser » in Revista de Histéria Econdwica e Social, n° 4, 1979.
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de ponction naturelle de la Péninsule, bien plus que I'Afrique subsaharienne.
Ainsi, en 1317, le roi D. Dinis (1261-1325) nommait le Génois Manuel
Pesagno 4 Ia téte de la marine portugaise et 'autorisa 4 trafiquer au Maroc
175¢ des esclaves capturés lui revenaient de droit™. Ses fils Bartolomeo et
Lanzarote, et ses petits-fils Manuel et Carlos furent 3 tour de réle Amiraux
de la Marine portugaise jusqu’a la fin du XIVe siecle et poursuivirent dans
la méme voie*. Durant le mandat de Pedro de Meneses, gouverneur et
capitaine de Ceuta entre 1415 et 1437, ce sont au bas mot 2 106 maures
capturés en terre et en mer qui étaient destinés tant au rachat des prison-
niers qu'a étre réexportés vers le sud du Portugal comme vers Valence et
Barcelone, ou Pedro de Meneses avait ses procurateurs, nommément un cer-
tain Jodo de Lamego™®. En 1493, dans les écuries royales, sur les 19 esclaves
employés, la proportion était de 13 esclaves maures pour 6 esclaves noirs®.
Le chroniqueur Alonso de Palencia, narre comment en 1476, les marins et
pécheurs de Palos de la Frontera et de Santa Maria du Puerto, enfreignant
le monopole des Portugais, partirent i bord de deux caravelles et « accosté-
rent sur les ctes les plus proches de Guinée. Le pays se nomme le territoire
des Azenégues (Berbéres), sous ce nom on distingue les [hommes] au teint
citrin (cetrino) de ceux au teint plus noir. . .les marins des deux caravelles cap-
turerent 120 Azenégues qu’ils ramenérent en Andalousie »7. Les campagnes
militaires en Afrique du Nord amenérent leurs lots de captifs, comme la prise
d’Oran par les Espagnols en 1509.

Les exemples sont infinis et prouvent au combien I'Algarve, terre pauvre en
hommes et en céréales®, devint dés le milieu du XVe siecle une terre d’arrivée

¥ Charles Verlinden, L'esclavage dans I'Europe médiévale, vol. 1 : Péninsule Ibérique-France, Bruges, 1955, pp. 546-
-547.

* Ala fin du XIVE siécles, les Amiraux génois étaient en force dans les différentes marines ecuropéennes. Lors de la
bataille de la Rochelle (1372), épisode de la Guerre de Cent ans, les 20 galéres castillanes qui affrontérent les Anglais
éraient commandées par Boccanegra et 'armée de la Manche par un autre Génois, Rainier Grimaldi.

* Nuno Silva Campos, D. Pedro de Meneses ¢ a construgdo da Casa de Vila Real (1415-1437), Lisbonne, éd. Colibri,
2004. pp. 96-104 et David Lopes, A expansio portuguesa ent Marrocos, Lisbonne, Teorema, 1989 [1936].

*IAN/TT, CC I, Mago 2, doc. 9 et CC 1, Mago 17, doc. 110. (CC I : Corpo Cronolégico, Partie I).

%7 Julio Izquierdo Labrado, « La esclavitud en Huelva y Palos (1570-1587) », article publié dans sa version électroni-
que : http://www.paisvirtual.com/ciencia/ humanistica /julioil/esclavoc.heml.

* 39 451 habitants pour le littoral algarvien en 1527 selon Joaquim Romero Magalhies, O Algarve econdmico durante
o séailo XVI, Lisbonne, éd. Cosmos, 1970.
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d’esclaves maures et de « maures noirs »”, mais aussi la plague togrnz_mte d,e l.a
réexportation d’esclaves vers Séville et Valence. En 1462, Diogo Vllar’mho et\a;:t
autorisé a envoyer vers Séville des esclaves issus du Cap-Vert et d atydela 0,
Entre 1445 et 1482, ce sont 1 345 esclaves qui ont transité deI}lS L1sbonne
et I'Algarve jusqu’a Valence : les esclaves noirs de Guinée represe.ntalent la
moitié des individus, Pautre moitié étant composée des esclaves dits blancs,
loros, moros, rossos, alarves, canaris.*' Les arrivées ne devaient pas @r\npenser les
départs puisque lors des Cortes de 1472, la population demandait a Afonso V
d'interdire I'exportation des Noirs hors du Royaume. Entre 1490 et 1498, 739
esclaves avaient dé&ja été vendus par la succursale commerciale de Lagos pour
un montant de 3 570 030 réaux ; en janvier 1508, Rodrigc’) Afonso qultta}t
Arguin pour Lagos avec 4 bord de la Santa Maria da Misericordia une carAgal—
son de 33 esclaves (13 hommes et 20 femmes) ; en novembre de cette méme
année Mem Galvio débarquait avec un autre chargement de 45 esclz.lves42 ;
en 1518, Afonso Peres almoxarife de Tavira mettait en vente une cargaison de
140 esclaves tout juste arrivés d’Arguin pour 916 100 réaux®. -
En 1497, Alfonso Franco Silva recensait 250 esclaves noirs a Séville,
dont beaucoup parlaient le portugais*. Les actes notariés de ventes d’esi:laj
ves de Séville enregistrent les cas de beaucoup de Noirs qui étaient nés a

o, q s
Lisbonne, 4 Lagos et Tavira. Plus de la moiti¢ selon Alfonso Franco Silva®.

A Valence, Vicenta Cortés Alonso dénombre U'entrée de 2 004 esclaves
noirs entre 1489 et 1497%, dont un grand nombre expédiés depuis Lisbonne

# Les villes de Faro, Tavira, Loulé, Lagos et Silves possédaient des mourarias importantes et en 1544, 50 couples de
maures vivaient encore i Lagos, cf. Joaquim Romero Magalhdes, O Algarve... op. cit., p . 26. 5

# Hugh Thomas, The slave trade. The History of the atlantic slave trade 1440-1870, Londres, 1997, p. 74 et Roger L Ot.té’
« Le Portugal, les marchés africains et les rapports Nord-Sud (1448-ca 1550) » in Caliiers des Anneaux de la Mémoire,
Nantes, 2001, n°® 3, p. 85-107. . ) o ‘

1 Avelino Teixeira da Mota, « Esclaves noirs 3 Valence de 1445 4 1482 », in Revuc frangaise d’Outre-mer, t. LXVI,
1979, pp. 195-210. )

2 Sur les 53 esclaves embarqués & Arguin et revendus pour 170 300 réaux. _ e foum
# Ces exemples ont été reconstruits A partir de données fournies par les archives portugaises avec des données fournies
par Braamcamp Freire, Cartas de quitagio del Rey Dom Manuel, in Arquivo Histérico Portugués, tomes 11, IIT et IX.

# Alfonso Franco Silva, La esclavitud en Sevilla y su tierra a fines de la Edad Media, Séville, 1979,‘p. 48. o
5 Pour Alfonso Franco Silva, Paxe Guinée-Lisbonne-Séville est 'axe négrier « fondamental » 4 la fin du XV siécle.
Alfonso Franco Silva, Esclavityd en Andalucia: 1450-1550, Université de Grellac%a, 1992, p. 47. » -

4 Vicenta Cortés Alonso, « La trata de esclavos durante los primeros descubrimientos (1489-1516) «, in Anuario estu-
dios Atlanticos, Madrid-Las Palmas, n° 9, 1963.
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par un certain Bartolomeo di Marchionni (dont nous aurons a reparler), et
a Valence ce sont pres de 11 négociants en esclaves qui agissent au méme
moment, dont une majorité de Portugais¥’. Entre les nombreuses références
aux esclaves maures, maures noirs (mouros negros) et noirs de Lagos, Silves
et Faro présents dans la Chancellerie du roi Afonso V, il y a le cas de Jodo
Reodrigues, habitant d’Elvas, qui en 1469 s’était rendu a Cordoue 4 dos
d’ane, emportant avec lui une esclave qu’il avait vendu  la foire locale*.
A cet esclavage des Noirs et des Maures, il convient d’ajouter les Guanches
des iles Canaries, population blanche parente des Berbéres. L’extermination
des Guanches avait débuté en 1402 avec larrivée, dans les iles de Lanzarote
et Fuerteventura, du Normand Jean de Béthencourt, chambellan du roi de
France Charles VI, et de son compagnon d’affaires Gadifer de la Salle. Pour
les deux marchands, l'intérét se portait sur les colorants végétaux, et en parti-
culier l'orseille, plus que sur I'acquisition d’esclaves®. Rappelons que Jean de
Béthen-court était seigneur de la petite localité de Grainville la Teinturiére sur
les rivages de la Manche, pays de foulons et de tisserands i proximité des foires
du Nord et de Champagne. Devenue possession castillane, les incursions portu-
gaises vont se multiplier a partir des années 1420 et quatre expéditions menées
en 1425, 1427, 1434 et 1445 depuis I'ile de Madére sont connues®. En 1433,
Gil Eanes, de retour d’une tentative de franchissement du cap Bojador rame-
nait a Lagos a bord de sa barca quelques aborigénes guanches capturés sur I'lle
canarienne de Ténériffe, ot 'équipage s’était arrété pour ravitailler en vivres et
en eau. Les Castillans prolongérent ce trafic et entre le milieu et la fin du XV¢
siecle, c’est la quasi-totalité des 80 000 indigenes des iles canariennes qui furent
massacrés ou déportés vers les grands ports de la frange du littoral atlantique et
méditerranéen compris entre Huelva et Valence. Dans son voyage i travers la

# José Luiz Cortés Lopez, Los Origenes de la esclavitud negra en Espaiia, Madrid, 1986, p. 46.
p 1g & P! P
*® JAN/TT, Chancellerie D. Afonso V, Liv. 28, fol. 131, doc. 1.
* Orseille : lichen qui fournit une matiére rouge utilisée comme colorant. L'infant Henri possédait 4 la méme époque

le monopole du sang-de-dragon de I'le de Madére. Résine de couleur rouge fournie par le dragonnier et employée
comme produit de teinture.

0 Alberto Vieira, Os escravos. .., op. cif., p. 22. Sans compter celles conduites directement depuis le royaume, 3 'exem-
ple de I'expédition conduite en 1440 avec le financement de la famille des di Negros qui détenait des vignobles, des
terres agricoles et Paffermage des impdts sous Afonso V et ses successeurs.
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éninsul (1494—1495),]er6nimo Miinzer fait halte a V.alence en octob.r(? 1494
pemn‘s ‘e‘ la vente de 73 des 87 « homimes bruns mais pas noirs, qui etaient
- lesit‘bel . :ux barbares [les/Arabes] » ramenés de 'lle de LanzgroFe.\ Le port
Semba; ise compte alors multitude de « captifs enchainés et assujettis @ des tra-
(xizZu\}/( eir;rémement pénibles, tels que scier des‘poutres ».’.]d b vl

Le sort réservé a ces Guanches est i rapprocher de celhul esdi ﬁfn;i R
dans le port de Lisbonne. Car, en soit ljesclava’ge des Nc,)1r§ nil iffer u,gﬁes o
celui réservé aux autres minorités serviles de espace penins d?u.re, % e

ent guanches, indiennes, maures, juives, slaves, etc.. L':1 con 1t1f?ln oo
variait en fonction de lactivité occupée. Selon que lescl.ave t des e
sticité, a des taches artisanales, agricoles, ou au travail des mines, 1'esp

dome! . . o
était variable. Et A ce titre, les esclaves noirs, moins chers 2 Pachat,

rance de vie ; s cb i
furent généralement destinés aux taches les plus dures et enregistrerent les
I

de mortalité les plus élevés. En janvier 1493, le roi D. Joio 11 demandait a lslcr)lr;
greffier de remettre i Jodo Primeiro, esclave dorgeSUque de la C‘mtlr;1 e« e
chape, un pantalon, un capuchon de toile de antol,'un pourpongéret e
épaisse, deux chemises de coton, des chaussures., une ceinture elt un et som

bre », lensemble constituant sa tenue de travail. Il y a cet ’esAc avage ‘ Shassé
de ces domestiques qu’on retrouvait en nombre dans les remdfance\s Aim e
et de villégiature édifiés le long de 1a vallée du Tage, de Sarlltarem,f; mern
en passant par Muge™. Dans la résidence que D. l\/l.anufi ’ av;lnt i e
Muge en 1511, 1y avait en permanence une d,o/uzame\ esc av;a\/l o serviee
du Roi et des Grands® ; dans le Sud du pays d Evorr'zl a Castr(? ;1 ,n -
la factorerie des Flandres, aux Agores comme l?ergel;sa , au sem'ce e\s pm °
et des nobles du Royaume, etc., il y a ces milliers d’esclaves qui passefeb. i .
Venfer des forges i ciel ouvert de arsenal de Lisbonne, par les 27 fours :; isc e
du Val de Zebro, les mines andalouses de Guadalcanal (Sierra Morena)™ ou

43-45.
fi id, é i 2002, chap. « Venta de esclavos », pp-

5t Jerénimo Miinzer, Viaje por Espaiia y Portugal, Madrid, éd. l?oléfcn;\?, _) p

52 Qui porte toujours appellation de Paco dos Negros (Palais des Noirs).

5 C 1, Maco 10, doc. 26. ’ I
i‘ II’ITI\II/'TT‘dC Freitas ;;Vlencses « O Arquipélago dos Acores — O Povoamento », 11 Nm/al I;Ixslonzaﬂ{)a xp

3 o : 1 . Lop .

Porll:,eu:':a (ss. dir. de Joel Serrdo et A. H. de Oliveira Marques), Llsbonnfe. Estampa, 20(‘;)54, vzier_fgvﬁer oo w0 1.
3 Alissaudro. Stella, « L'esclavage en Andalousie 3 'époque Modemne », in Annales ESC, jan’

pp. 35-64.
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huertas insalubres de Gandia, pres de Valence. L ot dans les années 1460, 1a
compagnie allemande de Ravensburg avait fait assécher les terres marécageuses
et lagunaires pour y installer des plantations de canne i sucre®. Et puisil y a
cette masse anonyme qui exergait les tiches quotidiennes dans Pagriculture, Ia
marine, les services, les églises. Les tiches les plus ardues, celles que les Blancs
ne voulaient pas ou ne pouvaient pas remplir. Jour apreés jour, Inés allait ven-
dre du pain dans judaria de Lisbonne interdite aux chrétiens et ramenait le
fruit de sa vente a son maitre, I'écuyer Luis Eanes®.

Cette premiére traite ibérique (1435-1500), comparée a Pampleur prise
par la suite, apparait comme relativement limitée en nombre et réduite dans
Iespace (le sud de la péninsule). En soit elle ne differe guere de celle pratiquée
pendant des décennies par les italiens autour du bassin de la Méditerranée
orientale. Mieux, elle en est I'étroite héritiére. Et il est fort probable que la
traite ibérique eut continué sur ces bases « restreintes » et « meédiévales » sans
Iirruption de Christophe Colomb en Amérique. Car jusqu’alors, 4 Lisbonne,
la Couronne semblait davantage portée vers les affaires nord-atlantiques que
vers I’Afrique du Nord et I’Afrique subsaharienne. Du moins, plus par inté-
rét mercantile que par vocation naturelle. Le centre des affaires était alors
au Nord, le Sud étant surtout un réservoir de main-d’ceuvre et de matiéres
premiéres. Car, si les Avis, une fois sur le tréne, poursuivent leur politique
d’alliances matrimoniales avec les royaumes castillan et aragonais®, Jodo I,
apres son mariage avec Filipa de Lancastre, fille de Jean de Gand, renforce
Iaxe luso-britannique inauguré en 1308, puis affermit par le traités de Tagilde
(1372) et de Windsor (1386)%. L’activité portuaire de Lisbonne s’orienta vers
la Manche et les circuits du Nord de I’Europe au détriment de I’Atlantique.
Les marchands flamands, anglais et allemands étaient nombreux dans les ports

3 Aprés le déclin de Pexploitation du sucre i Valence, on retrouve Leo Ravensburg membre de cette méme famille
comme agent des Welser, dans la culture du sucre de Madére au début du XVI¢
5 JAN/TT, Chancellerie D. Afonso V, Liv. 16, fol. 51, doc, 3.

% Pour ne prendre que quelques exemples : en 1282, le roi D. Dinis épousa Isabelle d’Aragon (sainte Isabelle). Leur
fille Constance épousa Ferdinand IV de Castille. Son successeur Alfonso IV épousa en 1309 Béatrice de Castille. Leur
fille ainée Marie-Constance de Portugal épousa en 1328 Alphonse XI de Castille. Pierre I de P

siécle.

ortugal épousa en 1340

Constance de Castille ; leur fille Marie de Portugal fut mariée en 1354 3 Ferdinand d’Aragon, etc.
¥ IAN/TT, CC I, Mago 1, doc. 10 : « Co

Richard II d’Angleterre le 9 mai 1386 ».

pie du traité de paix signé et d’amitié signé entre Jean I de Portugal et

)

URES TRAITE IRS ’ AU PORTUGAL...
OU LES VISAGES DE L'ESCLAVAGE

S DES NOIRS,

TRATTE DES MA

de Lisbonne et de Porto. En 1453, un accord avait été signé‘ entrtla Eio‘uar‘cl
I d’Angleterre et les marchands du Nord du P.ortugal favogsa}?t esar:;:;ld
entre les deux espaces”. A I'image d’'un certain Monde, riche m d
s qui pendant des années afferma les rentes de Porto et arma quatre navi
e qllla Sonquéte de Ceuta®. Durant tout le XV et une partie du XVI* sie-
z:, P;‘j; carreira réguliére relia Lisbonne 4 I’Angleterre : le vin, le Eéglg, -la; Ocllrec;
et 176 sucre de 'lle de Madeére® croisent les fameu).c « drapsnlongs. » ' e Bris L
les écarlates de Galway, qui repartaient vers I'Afrique l’f’lalS hablﬂa}entliusls; er
nobles et les esclaves noirs de la Cour royale sous le régne /de ]ga;g) I .e cr);l_
leur part, les premiers contacts avec la Hanse datent des anneles 1 é(;t us1 tsp. >
longent jusqu’a la fin du XV siecle, encore/ que dans des vo gn;es l;m Ssent. o
contrepartie de céréales, de tissus et de métaux, Ales Portugais ~Ou1 e <
sel. du vin, de T'huile, du miel, etc.*. Dans le r\neme temps, ]oaoE ot
un’e premiére feitoria 3 Bruges, qui fut dép'laFéfe a An}fers enul 313[8. r;l . ,é_
factorerie des Flandres était encore en activite, d:ate a laqu.e e Manu d-Vefs -
diait de Lisbonne, deux esclaves noirs pour assister le feifor danz:asd i e
tches®. Le feitor, fonctionnaire au service d'e‘la Couronr_w, Zenh 1it1 es Eis N
duits portugais : a I'origine des figues, du raisin sec, du vin, .es 3 ?s?,lf o
partir des années 1460 du sucre de Madere (1./ 3 'de la produc,tlc_m e e e
“alors exporté vers la Flandre)® et enfin % partir de 1501, des 1e;‘nces 1Crll ; anne;
En échange, le Portugal recevait des lamag'es/ﬂamands, du alFo?, I;: e
aux de cuivre de fabrication allemande destinés au tfoc .de Gu1n§e, n ‘ dl;
Lucas Rem, allemand de naissance, mais résident.a Lisbonne 1'mpolrt31t .
sucre de Iile de Madére, tout comme son compatriote, un certain Claes, qui

i istoria, 5¢ éd. 2001
@ Luis de Albuquerque, Introdugdo & histéria dos Descobrinientos portugueses, Lisbonne, Forum Histéria,

P22 i i i 964], p. 21. Pour
E}gigzérl:ipo Borges Coelho, Raizes da Expansdo Portuguesa, Lisbonne, Livros Horizonte, 1985 [1La gsdiw«md Pour
Thi n' de I'esclavage aux Canaries cf. les études de Cf. Manuel Lobo Cabrera en notamment,
"hisoire de X

i 1 Las Palmas, 1982. o

ias orientales en el siglo XVI (negros, moros y mioriscos), ik ' 4 Colibr
S((gmn:\i;’::}arch Ingleses en Espaiia y Portugal ~1480-1515. Aristocratas, Mercaderes e Impostores, Lisbonne, é
= Con a,
1998, p. 13. ,
G IAN/TT, CC 1, Mago 3, doc. 2, Mago 3. o o o501,
o Anténio H. de Oliveira Marques, Hansa ¢ Portugal na Idade Média, Lisbonne, éditorial Presenga, 1993 | |
SIAN/TT, CC I, Mago 9, doc. 30. et Lbomne o
 La premiére importation enregistrée date de 1468, cf. John G. Ijlveraer‘t, « Mi\l’ChaI,]FlS (?ax;l;;és:undm oy
I tation du sucre de Madére (1480-1530) «, in Actas do coldquio internacional da Madeira de s s

export

pp. 442-463.
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re¢u par I'intermédiaire d’Anténio Leonardo, son représentant d Lisbonne,
116 784 réaux provenant de la vente d’une quantité indéterminée de sucre
de Madére?. On voit bien cette bipolarité du Royaume se mettre en place:
entre Lisbonne dont les réseaux s’étendent Jusqu’a la Baltique et I’Algarve,
avant-port de I’Afrique du Nord.

L'arrivée des Européens au Nouveau Monde et en Inde modifia cette
bipartition entre monde nord-atlantique et sud-méditerranéen, en ouvrant
une route vers I'Ouest. Ce passage s’inscrit dans la continuité plus que dans
une rupture brutale, 3 I'image du destin de Christophe Colomb. La premiére
vie de Colomb se passe dans 'univers de ces dynasties de riches négociants
italiens qui, dans le dernier tiers du XVI siecle, monopolisaient le trafic du
sucre des iles atlantiques. Né 2 Génes en 1451, Christophe Colomb fut entre
1476 et 1482 successivement le facteur des Spinola, di Negro et Centurione,
Ainsi, en 1476, il prit part 4 une expédition commanditée par les Spinola et
les di Negro « destinée 3 convoyer du mastic de Chio jusqu’en Flandres ou
en Angleterre »*®. En 1476, on le retrouve A Lisbonne ou il retrouve son
frére Barthélemy. En 1478, il effectua pour le compte de Paolo di Negro et
de Ludovico Centurione un voyage depuis Lisbonne 3 Madére pour acheter
un lot de 2 400 arrobes de sucre et le convoyer 2 Génes avant de passer entre
1479 et 1482, au service des Centurione. Entre 1482 et 1484, il fit un ou
deux voyages 4 Sio Jorge da Mina. Enfin en 1484, il se présenta a la Cour de

Jodo Il son projet de traversée mais recut une fin de non-recevoir. Les raisons
en sont diverses ; somme toute la Couronne portugaise considéra-t-elle que
les honneurs réclamés par le Génois étaient disproportionnés pour un marin
sans ascendance et dont le titre de noblesse résultait d’un mariage bienheureux
avec Filipa Moniz Perestrello, fille du premier capitaine-donataire de Madeére
Bartolomeo Perestrello : ne prétendait-il pas tout simplement au titre de
vice-roi des Indes ? Par ailleurs, le montage financier proposé par le Génois
heurtait le systeme monopolistique des licences commerciales instaurées par la
Couronne. Et puis dans le méme temps a Lisbonne, on avait eu bruit des diffé-
rentes expéditions (au moins trois) que des marins de Bristol avaient entrepris

7 JAN/TT, CC |, Mago 7, doc. 85 et CC 1, Maco 8, doc. 10.
“ Bernard Vincent, 1492

¢« L’année admirable », Paris, Champs Flammarion, 1996 [1991], p. 60.

TRAITE IRS, VISAGES DE L'ESCLAVAGE AU PORTUGAL...
MAURES- DES NO. , OU LES
TRAITE DES

| dans I’ Atlantique 2 la recherche de I'lle du Brésil en 1430-1481%. Enfin, 'influ-

)

ence de I’Allemand Martin Behaim, arrivé comme c01~nmergant au service.d.e
la Flandre et devenu apres 1480 conseiller aup'r\és de Jodo II aux aﬂbuzs manz—
mes, fit pencher la balance en faveur de la filiére .augsbog‘l)'geo.lze et' al.’llz;l; Z
(les Fugger, les Welser et la firme Despaers) de Lisbonne™ qui do/m-1n:ntt 213
la réexportation du sucre de Madeére VCIS. Bruge§ et le Nord au e;srn:llexll\I ed
Génois de Lisbonne. Ces liens commerciaux unissant l?s mallrc‘han . u Nor
3 la Couronne portugaise, qui dataient du temps fie Jodo 1 etal/er}t si fox:ts qlllie
Pexpression « privilége des allemands » renvoyait 4 un statut spécifique s’ade~
quant aux étrangers’'. En 1478, Afonso V accordait aux Flamands une sehze (/3
nouveaux priviléges et les autorisait notamment a co111?1?rcer en toute . Ve;lrfe
dans le Royaume™ ; un échange de bons pr(?céidés qui répondait aux privile-
ges dont jouissaient les Portugais a Bruges puis 4 Anvers. , ;
En fait, le poids des toiles et des étoffes et surtout )de 'argent es es
métaux dans le systéme d’échange portugais avait joué en défaveur des F}emzls
ét Cest ainsi que le Flamand van Olmen (ou Ulmo) et leMPortugals .Joao
Estreito s'élancérent en 1487 de Lisbonne i la recherche de l. ile Antﬂlal, ung
expédition qui ne revint jamais. Apres le refus portugais, Chns’top-he C(S)/O?;l
se tourna vers les Rois de Castille et finalement ce sont les Genéls de e’\i e
qui armérent les caravelles de Colomb. L’audace de Colomb 1}11 valut d’étre
le premier 4 croiser I’Atlantique en 1492 ; de. peu. Car au mEme momzlt,
un autre Génois Giovanni Caboto entreprenait un tour Fieé Maisons roy es
A la recherche de financement pour une aventure américaine : fin 14‘?0, il
était 3 Valence, puis il passa par Barcelone, Séville et Lisbonne ax’fant de deba;—
quer 2 Bristol en 1496. Persuadé que Colomb n’avait pas atteint les Indes™,

i 44,
® Consuelo Varela, Ingleses..., op. ct., 1998, p. ] et sous
™ Sur les priviléges (exemption de taxes, libre circulation, etc.) accordés aux marchands flamands et a

les régnes de Jodo I a Jean III cf. Jean Denucé, « L’Afrique au XVI* siéclAe et le commle)rée‘l:tnvzrrs:s;]:; alc\::\;zr;
Collection de documents pour I'histoire du Commerce, II, 1937 ; et d'u fn‘eme autelfr, « Or;vxveglc V[Iy o
par les rois du Portugal aux Flamands et aux Allemands », in Arquive Histdrico Portugués, 1909, Vol. VIL, pp.

fxt \:’[?:g:i?j ilau, « Privilégios e legislacio portuguesa referentes a m.erc?dores estrangeiros (séc::)c;sji\; e XVI) », in
Estudos sobre histéria econdmiica e social do Antigo Regime, Lisbonne, editorial Presenca, 1984, pp. 202-225.

7 Jean Denucé, « Priviléges...», op. cit., 1909.

 Charles Verlinden, « L’héritage...», op. cit., 1970.
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il obtint d’Henri VII d’Angleterre pour lui et son fils Sebastian le droit de
découvrir a ses propres frais les terres i 'Ouest de I’Angleterre et atteindra la
Terre Neuve. Si I'histoire a surtout retenu le nom de Christophe Colomb,
la poussée vers le lointain atlantique s'inscrit dans une dynamique de groupe
plus que dans I'initiative d’un seul homme. L’entreprise de Colomb n’est pas
le réve d’un échiré fou d’astronomie, mais au contraire elle épouse dans la
réalité concréte de son temps ; ce monde des grands négociants et des grands
argentiers florentins qui se fixérent 4 Lisbonne et 3 Séville dans le dernier tiers
du XVesiecle. L’entreprise des Indes annoncait un monde nouveau, celui de
I’Adantique économique, dont les membres-associés tissaient une toile basée
sur les liens du sang qui reliait les principaux ports marchands de I'Europe.

Aspectos iconograficos da escravatura negra
na gravura europeia relativa a India
entre os séculos XVI e XVII

MARIA CRISTINA OSSWALD"*

A representacdo do africano negro na arte europeia da Epoca Mo?em;
vai surgir com um significado contraditério de poder e d.e escrav1da.o/. 1
familiaridade dos europeus com a representagio de povc.)s africanos era visive
na arte europeia desde os finais do século XIII, difundindo-se sobrfitgdo na
muito prolifera Adoracio dos Magos. Esta 1conograﬁa., que pretendera simbo-
lizar a adoracio dos afticanos a Jesus Cristo, € muito 1mportant§ para o ,nosso
trabalho, pois Gaspar, um dos reis magos, é representado a partir d.esta época
com tracos africanos, mas num contexto asiético.,Tal facto expl}ca—se pek.t
identificacio oficial do Império do Preste Jodo na Asia por Jourdain Catalam
de Séverac, primeiro bispo de rito latino na Costa do Malabar (Cochim), nas
suas Mirabilia descripta (1330).! Na sequéncia desta obra, textos da segun({a
metade do século XIV falavam dos reis magos como os senhores das tres
fndias — a Africa negra, a Pérsia e a Arbia.® A difusio duma iconografia
inserindo o africano num contexto oriental é assim muito fomentada' pelo
estabelecimento de contactos entre os primeiros missionarios, comerciantes
europeus e 0s povos asidticos. Igualmente, a variedade de povos vivendo

entio na Asia exprime-se numa versio cortesi no episoédio do romance de

* Centro Inter-Universitirio de Historia da Espiritualidade e Centro de Estudos Africanos, Universidade do Porto.
' A edicio mais recente desta obra é uma traducio francesa e ilustrada que data de 2005.
? SACHS, Julho-Agosto 1969: 887.
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Tomas III, Marqueés de Saluces (Le Chevalier Errant), no qual os africanos
figuram no grupo dos principes do Oriente.?

No sentido oposto, a fala pitoresca e jocosa do teatro de Gil Vicente!
ou do Cancioneiro de Henrique da Motta e a iconografia do africano negro
tanto na arte medieval como na arte moderna europeia reflectem o facto de
o estatuto social dos negros na Europa ter sido um estatuto de servidores,
melhor, de escravos, servindo portanto para ressaltar as injusticas sociais.” De
finais do século XIV data o Tractatus de Septem Vitis, de Génova, que mos-
tra as relacées dos genoveses com a Asia mogol e contém o tema novo do
escravo negro e miusico (fl. 13), tema alids de grande futuro na gravura e na
pintura europeias a partir do século XV. Esta iconografia foi objecto de inte-
resse por parte dos principais nomes da pintura veneziana, incluindo Vittorio
Carpaccio (c. 1465-c. 1522) e Giovanni Bellini (c. 1430-1516).

No caso da arte portuguesa, a escravatura constituia uma importante
actividade econémica desde a Epoca Romana, estendendo-se a todo o
pais durante o século XIIL.® De igual modo, os paises ibéricos, devido i
Reconquista, conheciam o comércio arabe de escravos negros e brancos,
como se vé numa gravura ilustrando a obra Magmat (Assembleias) de Hariri
al Basrah (c. 1100). Por sua vez, duas iluminuras, que ilustram a Leitura Nova
(1517 e 1538), constituem uma clara alusio aos dois povos entio vitimas
da escravatura na Peninsula Ibérica. Falamos da gravura intitulada “Africa
Captiva”, que representa uma escrava irabe, e da gravura ilustrando uma
cena familiar ou doméstica na qual se vé um escravo africano integrado num
cenario quotidiano familiar.” De facto, a escravatura foi uma pratica habitual
na Peninsula Ibérica durante toda a Idade Média, contrariamente 3 tendéncia
europeia. O comércio esclavagista da Epoca Moderni, o qual foi marcado
em meados dos século XV pela formagio da Companhia de Lagos em 1444
e pela abertura da Fortaleza de Arguim, na Costa da actual Mauritania, em

> DEVISSE, 1979: 96-97.

+ Para uma anilise do papel atribuido ao africano no teatro de Gil Vicente e em Henrique da Motta, ver, por exem-
plo, BORGES COELHO, 1990:161-165.

* PEREIRA, Janeiro-Marco 1989: 155.

¢ CAPELA, 1978: 40-41.

” MEDINA, 1996: 19.

A EUROPEIA RELATIVA A INDIA..
CTOS ICONOGRAFICOS DA ESCRAVATURA NEGRA NA GRAVURA
ASPE!

1448, limitou-se, portanto, a expandir, OL} s'eja,8 a internacionalizar uma acti-
vidade ja bem conhecida na,Peninsu}a Ibenca. , o .

A histéria social dos africanos na India antes e z?pos a chegada dos po1;u~
gueses permarnece por escrever. Todavia, a peremdade.dos cont%ctos e das
trocas comerciais, incluindo de/escravos, entre 9 continente afrlc.ano. edos
-paises do Sul e do Sudoeste da Asia sio uma real/lc.lade descnle a Antlgm/da : e.
Escritores gregos ¢ rommanos mencif)naram varias locahdac%es da Africa
Oriental que comercializavam com a Indla,‘ Ondge, dg?ant? 9 século XIII, os
escravos negros etiopes eram muito pretendidos.” O itinerario de Ibn Battuta
do século XIII e uma gravura do holandés Carolus Allard (1580-1705) conr
servada na Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa servem para nos recorfiar, que, a
chegada dos portugueses, as comunidades de escr:tv.os negro§ consutu‘l:zu.n UIE
elemento cultural e socialmente marcante de varias das cidades asmtlc?s.
A concentragio mais forte VeﬂﬁcaYa—se sobretudo‘no Estado do E}uzelate,
devido is ligagdes comerciais com Africa (Mogamblqufé), e no Decio (Costa
Ocidental da India), onde, por volta de 1397, o X4 detinha numer’osas escr{a/—
vas negras ao seu servico privado.'' Em especial, em @eados C:lO s.eculo X £
verificou-se uma chegada massiva de africanos 4 costa ocidental indiana, moti-
vada pela invasio drabe da Abissinia em 1527.12 o ]

Uma xilogravura (gravura em madeira) decorando a primeira cosmografia
(esta tipologia era frequentemente enriquecida com mapas decoratlvos’,’ grav;~
ras de fauna, flora e grupos étnicos), a obra “Beschreibung aller Lender”, geral-
mente conhecida pela designacio Cosmografia de Sebastian Miinster (Basﬂe'la,
1544-1550), constitul seguramente uma das primelnras ~gravuras europetas
representando os povos negros na India. O inicio dz\l dlf.‘usao da representacio
da escravatura negra na gravura europeia relativa as cidades portuguesas na
india é datavel do século XVI e ocorreu num contexto germano-flamengo,
devido a duas razdes principais. Estas regides detinham a lideranga no desen-
volvimento da impressio e simultaneamente nas areas relacionadas com a

8 CAPELA, 1978: 41 e SAUNDERS, 1982: 307.
? GERBEAU, 1985: 237.

" BATTUTA, 1992.

" RENAULT e DAGET, 1985: 189.

12 KESWANI, 1980: 47-48.
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gravura em metal (cobre) e a xilogravura; além disso, estiveram Intimamente
ligadas a0 comércio internacional inaugurado pelos portugueses. No que
refere ao primeiro aspecto, as coleccdes relativas aos Descobrimentos euro-
peus impressas em cidades do Sul da Alemanha (em especial Nuremberga
e Augsburgo) e flamengas do século XVI e XVII (Antuérpia, Bruxelas,
Amesterdio) foram preparadas em grande parte por impressores e gravadores
flamengos e alemies, incluindo artistas vivendo e trabalhando em Portugal,
Foram executadas para servirem de entretenimento visual e narrativo. Por
esta razdo, foram produzidas em formatos atractivos, em virias linguas e com
uma profusio de ilustracdes gravadas. Destinavam-se portanto a popularizar

0 gosto pelo exético, sendo, por isso, ilustradas com numerosas gravuras
¢ desenhos soltos.”> A sequéncia de 137 xilogravuras do Cortejo Triunfal

(1516-1518) dedicado a Maximiliano I (1516-1518) e presentemente con-
servadas no Museu Nacional Germanico de Nuremberga (Cota: H 5875; H

5876) resultou da colaboragio de quatro dos mais importantes gravadores ale-

maes, Albrecht Diirer (1471-1528), Albrecht Altdorfer (1480-1538), Hans
Schiufelein (1505-1538) e Hans Burgkmaier (1473-1531) — e foi a primeira
impressio alemi destinada a coleccionadores de livros. Estas gravuras consti-
tuem um auténtico manancial da variedade de povos com os quais os viajan-
tes europeus estavam entdo em contacto. Segundo uma possivel interpreta-
¢do, as semelhancas entre a gravura relativa 4 Guiné por Hans Burgkmaier,
datada de 1509 e incluida na obra Die Merfart und Erfahrung niiwer Schiffung
(1509) de Balthazar Springer, e trés das figuras representadas no Cortejo
Triunfal do Imperador Maximiliano I sio tio bvias que poderio indicar que
estas figuras representam negros guineenses. Todas as figuras tém braceletes e
colares, e o0 jovem da segunda gravura segura as mesmas armas do jovem da
gravura pertencente a familia guineense.'

No que se refere 4 ligacio entre as viagens dos Descobrimentos Portugueses
e este género literdrio-artistico, gostarfamos de dar como exemplo o gravador
alemio Burgkmaier, dado que vérias gravuras por ele realizadas resultaram

" LACH, 1971, I.1: 213-217.
" SANTOS LOPES, 1998: 47-48.
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comenda dum agente da casa Welser, o acima menci?nado Baltha.sar
Sprengér ou Springer, o qual fez parte da armada de D. Franascol de Aimzd-a
para a fndia.’> O interesse comercial da Flandres e da Alemanha .pe al S%a
foi assim acompanhado pelo aprofundamento dos.estudos da a'nuopo ogia
mbém de histéria de arte, reflectindo-se este interesse na

da en

ta

e etnog‘faﬁa, € ) ) §

impressio de inGmeros relatos de viagem ilustrados com numerosas gravuras
-1

¢ mapas. Estas duas regides estiveram portant’o pa génese damoda dil regres;n—
tacio do Oriente, como evidenciado pelas séries de atlas de Abrahio Ortelius
(S’ynonima Geographica) iniciadas em 157Q e pelas' c031nogaﬁas. Ijmé curtc€>
espaco de tempo, devem ser ainda referidas as vistas de cidades le ileor.g
Bral;n e Franz Hogenberg (Civitates Orbes Terrarum, 1f:'>72), as anto‘ ustlal—
das coleccdes de viagens das familias De Bry (Colle"ctlones peregnnfzttomfm dm
Indiam orientalem et occidentalem, 1589-1634) e H}JlSlus (z"lnder Schiffart in die
Orientalische Indien, 1597) e sobretudo o Itine‘réno de Lllnschotten (1596? e
Philippus Baldaeus (Wahrhaftige und Ausfiihrlzche Beschrlebung, 1672),. assim
como os livros de costumes ou de vestudrio que pretendiam fazer um inven-
tario das vestes de todos os povos do mundo e que comegaram a ser Impres-
sos em finais do século XVI. .

O avanco técnico da gravura, a0 permitir uma crescernte éap§c1dade de
observacio, descricio visual e conhecimento testemunhado 51gruﬁcou que
as gravuras funcionaram como suplementos ou mesm}oﬁ como sul.)sututo, pa;a
a autoridade dos textos escritos antigos e modernos.'® Nos finais do se‘cu 0o
XVI, este tipo de representacdes havia ja atingido um ‘estatuto (-ie aproxmnv
¢io quase cientifica e etnogrifica, pois muitas de.stas imagens inspiraram-se
Eiirectamente naquilo que os viajantes tinham ouvido na India. E, por exem-
plo, o caso de Linschotten, cujo texto e abundantes gravuras se bas§aram
directamente e com grande precisio nos relatos dos diarios de duas viagens
do autor ao Oriente em 1594 e em 1595, como consta da pagina (,io. rosto.

As gravuras ilustrando esta panoplia de textos reportam-se a Asia, mas
também A Africa e 3 América, isto é, a todas as regides onde os Portugueses

i

' RANDLES, 1959: 49.
' FRANK, 2001: 49.
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se fixaram ou frequentaram com assiduidade a partir do Renascimento,
Trata-se dum conjunto iconogrifico de importancia incontornavel para o
estudo de grande ntimero de povos que é apresentado por ordem topogri-
fica: tragos fisiondmicos, indumentaria, armas, casamentos, religido a qual é
concedido lugar de relevo e profissdes (mercadores, cambistas, guerreiros,
marinheiros, corsirios, agricultores, almocreves, aguadeiros, lavadeiros, -
ferreiros, ourives e, em menor namero, escravos). Em particular, as ilustra-
¢Oes de Johannes Doetechetum para o Itineririo de Linschotten, o qual
foi frequentemente copiado por outros gravadores, constitui seguramente
0 acervo mais importante para o nosso estudo.

Comecando pela gravura do Leilio de Goa, nesta imagem vislumbram-
-se algumas das principais ocupagdes dos escravos no Oriente Portugués, '
tanto no caso dos homens como das mulheres. Como é ilustrado nesta ima-
gem, aos primeiros cabia, por exemplo, transportar os senhores nos palan-
quins, ou abrigar os senhores do sol com as dhatta, ou seja, chapéus-de-sol.
Em primeiro plano e 4 esquerda do observador encontram-se duas escravas.
Uma delas tem uma crianca ao colo e, para que ndo restem dividas, tem
ainda a legenda “ama voester”. A outra mulher tem um cintaro na cabeca
€ representa uma escrava negra a transportar dgua, como é demonstrado
pelas notdrias semelhancas com uma das figuras da gravura 24 da mesma
obra e que ilustra “negros de Mogambique e das regides em redor.” Aliss,
a introdugdo desta gravura justifica-se como exemplo da constatacio de

Linschotten, segundo a qual “esses cafres [de Mocambique] sio levados em
gu q C q
grandes bandos para a India”."”

Voltando 4 gravura do leilio, em segundo plano observa-se a venda
duma escrava. A direita esti representada uma saida duma senhora num
palanquim fechado acompanhada por trés escravas que levam nas mios os
acessorios tipicos dos leques e dos lencos. Em segundo plano, a esquerda,

vemos quatro vendedoras que poderio ser escravas, pois, de acordo com
0 texto:

7 LINSCHOTTEN, 1997: 179.
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Depois, [o0s portugueses] mandam as mais novas e fOfI?lOSQS pela cidade

. o vender esses produtos, lindamente vestidas e enfeitadas, para que o

fOlfl,' " formosura das escravas atraiam os compradores, que antes procuram

iecsz?rc:f;io eo uAso das escravas, e a satisfaéﬁo da sua‘ :olflpia, do que desejam
as conservas, frutas cristalizadas ou pegas de costura.

- Do ponto de vista de significados e objectivos, podemos depreender duas
s opostas € contraditérias entre a gravura encomendada por portugueses
‘ em Portugal e a gravura impressa em outros paises europeus. Lato

visoe
e impressa Pres ! ‘

s, as duas gravuras da Leitura Nova vio inaugurar uma iconografia que pre
sensu, ura e e
fere evitar representar o cativeiro como uma pratica monstruosa, anti-cristd
er . >

inaceitivel. Trata-se de duas representagdes duma concepgio bondosa e
ei :

aternalist :
Eca do contexto portugués até ao Estado Novo, e entre outros, partilhada
i

r Gomes Eanes de Zurara, através de sentimentos, como 0s que podem
po

a relativamente 3 questdo da escravatura, que foi muito caracteris-

ser lidos na seguinte citagao:

Oh! E se assim fora que em aquestes que fugiam houvera um pequeno
do conhecimento das coisas mais altas! Por certo eu creio que aquela mesma
tringanga que levavam fugindo, trouxeram por se vir para onde salvassem suas

i idas:1®
almas e repairassem suas vidas;

Por outras palavras, texto e imagem podem ser intelpretad?si como tenta-
tivas de autojustificacio ou autodesculpabilizagio para uma pratica desumana
e condenavel, desde sempre, pela ética cristd e que tlnh'a s1dAo .aparentemente
.proscrita da Europa (com excepgio dos paise§ mediterrinicos) na Idade
Média, mas recuperada com a Expansio Europeia.”

Pelo contririo, foi a gravura nio portuguesa, sobretudo a gravura fla-
ménga, mas também francesa e italiana, que Jé no século. XVI comegou a
mostrar todo o percurso do horror do esclavagismo de aﬁ’lcar%os desde a sua
captura ou resgate até 4 sua venda em leildes em ou'tros continentes. T?gto
quanto é do nosso conhecimento, a dentincia iconica desta mesma pratica

'8 Idem, ibidem, 1997, 149.
¥ ZURARA,1994: 283,
" MEDINA, 1996: 27-28
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discriminatéria e da violéncia esclavagista tornou-se visivel nas gravurag

da obra do calvinista flamengo Theodore de Bry (1519-1598), a qual foi
concebida para mostrar a0 mundo a barbirie do pretenso civilizador. Qs
espanhdis e portugueses sio portanto apresentados perseguindo, castigando
e mesmo matando os escravos fugitivos, como vemos também numa gra-
vura ilustrando a obra do autor francés Francois Froger intitulada Relation
d’un voyage de 1698 que retrata o trifico de escravos em Africa. No mesmo
sentido, Linschotten, quando descreveu a gravura do leilio de Goa onde
se vé uma venda de escravas, nio deixou de sublinhar o facto de nas cida-
des portuguesas do Oriente “se efectuarem vendas publicas e quotidianas
de escravos provenientes de todo o mundo, homens e mulheres, novos e
velhos, e de onde cada um podia escolher o que desejava a seu bel-prazer,
cada qual a seu preco como se fossem animais”.?!

A semelhanca de Linschotten, o viajante francés Pyrard de Laval, que
visitou Goa no inicio do século XVII, ficou particularmente impressionado

com o mercado da cidade e por essa razio di-nos uma relacio detalhada do
mesmo:

Para os venderem, os pregoeiros louvam tudo aquilo que eles sabem fazer:
actividade, forca, satide. E os escravos, esperando melhor tratamento com
mudanca de dono, mostram sua disposicio e auto-glorificam-se para fazer
inveja aos compradores. Véem-se as raparigas mais belas de todos os paises
da India que sabem tocar instrumentos, bordar, coser com muita delicadeza,
fazer toda a espécie de tarefas, compotas e outras coisas. Todos estes escravos
atingem bom prego, mais caros mais de 20 ou 30 pardaus.?

Estas gravuras foram assim produzidas com o intuito mais profundo de
propaganda anti-catdlica, tendo estado na origem da “criagio da famosa
lenda anti-ibérica.” Este ponto pode ser reforcado pelo argumento apresen-
tado por José da Silva Horta, segundo o qual, Theodor de Bry publicou
e ilustrou uma tradugio da obra Historia del Mondo Nuovo por Girolamo

Benzoni (1565), que foi uma das principais obras pioneiras na apologia

* LINSCHOTTEN, 1997: 148-149.
2 LAVAL, 1988, II: 591.
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da defesa da abolicio da escravatura.” Afigura-se também elucidativc? do
OSSO argumento que a impressio de‘ llvrf)ﬁ, porve:yura profusamente 1l‘us—
crados, e a primeira traducdo do Itineririo de Ll.nschotte.n tenham sido
inglesas e segundo parece devido ao mteresse. especial de R1char.d Hakluyt,
principal autoridade inglesa no cam{ao das viagens dos [')CSCOmeEnFOS’dO
-qual reuniu em Londres uma‘colecgao de nar?atlvas de viagens e .1ar1os e
navegadores (Principal navigations, 1589)7 e tera por‘ventura forwnemdo dlese—
nhos e textos a De Bry.** Correndo o risco duma interpretacio dema/smdo
ambiciosa, a impressdo e a venda de gravuras avulsas desde finais do ,secplo
XVI poderdo ter sido devidas, nio s a qgestoes de‘ordem econdémica,
como também para que esta iconografia servisse como instrumento de pro-
paganda politica. B A
Uma pequena parte dos escravos no Império portugués éra pertenca
do Estado. Todavia, a maioria dos escravos pertencia a pr1.vados. Jean
Huyghen van Linschotten foi um dos muitos autores es/trargeuos a retra-
tar com algum detalhe a questio da escravatura na India Portuguesa.
Nomeadamente, o seu itineririo informa-nos que na época 0s €scravos
eram trazidos sobretudo da Etiépia, de Mocambique (os chamados cafres)
e também das outras regides orientais, tendo algumas das suas gravuras a
referéncia 4 sua proveniéncia. Este texto menciona ainda que a maior parte
destes escravos provinha de saques de guerra entre os senhores africanos,
acontecendo também que em tempos de carestia os pais vendiam os filhos
ou se vinham oferecer com toda a familia como cativos. Na origem desta
. predominincia de escravos africanos encontra-se a suspenso do comércio
de escravos no Japio e em Macau, quando os jesuitas ai entraram e pres-
sionaram as autoridades de Goa a banir esta pritica. Também o trifico de
escravos indianos cessou apds as atrocidades em Bengala terem atraido a ira
do imperador mogol Shah Jahan que destruiu a possessio portuguesa em
Hugli, aprisionando milhares de portugueses e portuguesas que leyou para
Agra. O comércio de escravos concentrou-se entio na Africa Oriental.

» HORTA, 1993: 236.
* RAMADA CURTO, 1998: 38-39 ¢ HORTA, 1993: 234.
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e indignagio de Coulio uma carta dirigida ao Geral Inicio de

4 de Dezembro de 1550:

Estimativas dizem que um casado (um portugués casado com uma mulher
indiana) em Goa teria dez escravos em média; uma mulher solteira europeia
ou euro-asiatica teria quinze ou vinte escravas; um tipico cidadio de Goa,
Juiz da Cimara, possuia mais de oitenta escravas; as mulheres ricas chegavam
a ter cem (no século XVII um ourives foi acusado de ser proprietario de tre-
zentos escravos — cerca de oito mil s6 em Goa), de modo que em meados
do século XVII a popula¢io escrava deveria perfazer cerca de um quarto da
populacio total da cidade. Simbolo da luxtria, este séquito desnecessirio
servia para dar prestigio social aos seus proprietirios (a riqueza era calculada
pelo ntimero de escravos que cada uma possuia), exemplo seguido mais tarde
pelos holandeses de Bativia e em parte pelos ingleses de Calcuti.?

com grgnd
Loyola em

sto pblos portugueses que se langam aos vicios e costumes da terra
or ser este mao costume de comprar manadas de
m com todas elas e depois as vendem; sam muitos

Digo i
muy desengreadamente, p
vas e dorme
escravos € escra v
itos casados (portugueses casados com mulheres nativas) que tem quatro,

e mui

i ; 27
to e dez escravas e dormem com todas, e que se sabe isto pyblicamente.
ou

mente, as escravas negras agradavam em particular aos portu-

Aparente
jo de Pyrard de Laval:

gueses, pois na opini

Mas aquelas de quem eles normalmente se apaixonam sio raparigas
afres de Mocambique e de outras partes da Africa: chamani-lhes negras da
[« ¢

Uma critica muito comum feita por viajantes e comerciantes e outros
europeus aos usos e costumes dos portugueses no Oriente era que os
portugueses na India, por mais humildes que fossem, nunca trabalhavam
Ganhavam a vida sim através da exploragio dos escravos. A semelhanca do
que acontecia em todas as outras zonas do mundo portugués, os escravos
homens eram requisitados para os trabalhos mais pesados. Os escravos per
tencentes a0 Estado eram geralmente activos nas galeras ou a disparar pél-
vora, e ainda na construgio civil e nos trabalhos portuirios. Para além de
carregar dgua e transportar palanquins e sombrinhas, os senhores de alguma
condigio tinham geralmente os seus escravos para os entreter em casa (dedi-
cavam-se com frequéncia a misica ou a sacudir moscas) e acompanhi-los
durante as suas deslocagdes. Na opiniio de Charles Ralph Boxer, os escra-
vos negros da Africa Oriental eram muito usados como criados domésticos
e guarda-costas.” Escravas serviam as suas donas e também cuidavam dos
filhos das mesmas, para além de, tal como os homens escravos, trabalharem
no comércio para lucro e proveito dos seus senhores.

A exploragio sexual das escravas constituia uma das principais formas de ‘f‘
esclavagismo no Império portugués, o que suscitou a critica acerbada dos
missiondrios. Por exemplo, o jesuita italiano Niccold Lancilotto escreveu

Guiné.?®

A mulher africana na india tornou-se assim um ideal de bel/eza, como
do pela gravura representando uma mulher africana na India (ima-

demonstra
parte superior descoberta e colares e bracelete, elemen-

to referem -
gem € tex : : ! ‘
tos essenciais da imagem estereotipada da africana) e incluida na obra Abiti

antichi e moderni di tutto il mondo de Cesare Vecellio (1562-1601), a qual foi
29

‘publicada em Veneza em 1590. ,

Compreensivelmente, até a0 momento, nio encontrimos na gravura

nenhuma representacio explicita da prostitui¢io de escravas ou dos exces-

sos sexuais dos portugueses. Atrevemo-nos, todavia, a relacionar a pratica
e eram

da prostituigdo com a gravura, pois sabemos quej era1:n as, escravas qu ;
consideradas mais belas aquelas que os proprietarios nao so pur,lham a vender
bordados, compotas e licores, como as punham a render atraves fi/a p~ro:<ft1tu1~—
cio. A prostituicdo e a actividade comercial feminina andaveim alids tio inter-
ligadas que o Decreto 7 da primeira ac¢io (Da Refo@agao dos Costurg;s
da Repiblica Cristd) do Quinto Concilio da Arquidiocese de Goa (1605)

¥ REGO, 1994, 7: 37.

¥ LAVAL, 1994: 11, 591. A A )
 Para o presente trabalho, consultimos na Biblioteca Nacional de Lisboa o micro
dos do século XIX (Vecellio, 1859: 493-494).

filme da traducio francesa de mea-

» SOUZA, 1994: 119.
* BOXER, 1963: 55.
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Voltando ao texto de Pyrard de Laval e como p.odemos ver na gravura

1o 4lbum de Linschotten, as mulheres mais ricas e dg alta sociedade,
nt 14907 eram transportadas em palanquins tio ricamente deco-
m transpértadas por servos e acompanhadas por

proibiu as mulheres escravas com menos de cinquenta anos de venderem
bens nas ruas ou dormirem fora de casa.*

Contrariamente 4 iluminura, a gravura parece praticamente retratar apenas
cenas do exterior. A gravura 12 do Itinerdrio de Linschotten constitui, por isso,
uma notavel excep¢io. Esta gravura representa as vestes tipicas das mulheres
casadas, donzelas, vitivas e ainda trajes que podiam ser vestidos por qualquer
mulher dentro de casa.®' Apesar de os nobres se distinguirem, em qualquer
parte do Império, pelo porte, vestuirio e aderecos, em lado nenhum a sua
presenca era tio manifesta como nas ruas e nas pracas das cidades do Oriente,
Para os portugueses no Oriente, nobreza e honorabilidade eram sinénimo
de ostentagio e extravagincia. Nenhum fidalgo safa de casa sem um cavalo

bem ajaezado e sem um séquito, por norma fortemente armado e incluindo
numerosos escravos.*?

quando 1am i igreja,

ssivel. Era

os quanto po ; e :

racos 4 ue iam a pé e que levavam objectos varios, como ricos tapetes
q

1 i inerari i ten pre-
carpetes.” Em especial, a gravura oito do Itinerario de Linschot p
ou . ’ -
deu mostrar exactamente as deslocacdes dos portugueses quando salad
tende < ‘ port . '
que segundo este viajante obedeciam a rituais precisos relatados
druae

escravas

seguinte forma:

Tém todos, nas suas deslocagdes, conversasAe cortesias, idénticos 5::05(3;
andando pelas ruas muito lentamente e com mqmo orgull}(xio e‘ [Err::tl:g Or, com
um escravo que lhe suporta um grand; som})remla cc:;l ;ce)la oC lzlluva < f > cima
ara evitar que sejam tocados pelo so , . :
ijofiﬁeti;lia época das chuvas, um mogo que anfla atras deles zcs)::; 1;21 :ecfliz;
tudo comprido de escarlate ou de um outro tecido, para o Vt fir 20 senhor
uando chove. E antes do meio-dia, o mogo lev.a~l}%e sempre atras 2almo-
?adinha de couro ou veludo, para se ajoelhar na igreja a ouvir a m{ssaihess s
deles se fazem levar a espada atrds por um escravo ou mogo, para nao p

1o andar nem Ihes tolher a dignidade.®

Entre 1623 e 1624, Pietro della Valle caracterizou a populacio de Goa
como uma populacio “densa, principalmente de escravos, gente escura ¢
ignorante, andando pela maior parte nus ou mal vestidos. Pelo contririo,
0s escravos que detinham responsabilidades importantes ou eram altamente
visiveis vestiam trajes opulentos como demonstracio do prestigio dos seus
proprietarios. As mulheres de qualidade eram transportadas em palanquins
seguidos por pajens e por mulheres escravas com trajos de seda” 3

Como foi observado por um outro ilustre viajante, o franc¢és Pyrard de
Laval:

Este comentirio serve-nos para introduzir o prc')}‘iimo po(rilto relztg;o
i importincia do vestudrio enquanto elel-n.ento 1dent1ﬁcagor ; nac:wura
lidades, mas sobretudo de condigdo sociais. Texto e so rztu oH;glrS o
simbolizam o nivel de civilizacio dos povos representados. Aos olho

A vio d 40 europeus com povos
As mulheres ‘de qualidade’ nio saiam para fora de suas casas seniio senta- eUropeus CoNntemporaneos, o Convivio de povos n P

das e transportadas num palanquim que € uma espécie de liteira transportada
por 4 escravos, coberta de seda ou couro, seguidas de pajens e de numerosas
mulheres escravas, todas bem vestidas de panos de seda: pois a seda é tio
comum que os empregados vestem-se todos assim e as mulheres da sociedade
preferem vestir qualquer tecido de sarja daqui.®

europeus permitiu aos primeiros superar a Fludf?z p.arcml ou total lcaga;tlesr;i:
tica dos povos barbaros ou selvagens e por isso justificadamente a Vd e
vidio.”” Por esta razio, as gravuras mostravam sempre os.negros elsp1 ,
quando se referiam a Africa. Representavam negros parcial ou tota men;e
(iespidos, como ricamente vestidos, quando se tratava de mostrar cenas da

vida quotidiana na Asia.
* CUNHA RIVARA, 1992, V: 263. Ver igualmente GRACIAS, 1996: 134.
' LINSCHOTTEN, 1997: 179, grav. 12.

 RUSSEL WOOD, 1998; 171.

% DELLA VALE: [, 157.

* LAVAL 1994, II: 598-599.

¥ LAVAL, 1994, 11: 621-622.
% LINSCHOTTEN, 153.
7 HORTA, 1993: 242.
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N (jzséf;:;f? dd§ terminar, mencionando que dois elementos iconografi-
mndiana, a chatta ou guarda-sol e o palanquim, se afirm
C?mo elementos quase imprescindiveis da gravura retr;ltand,o quotid;rr?;n
nio eur/opeus. A chatta, que ji aparecia a cobrir a cabeca do Rei de Cochi S
c01:no 511§b010 da sua posicio elevada numa gravura de Burgkmaier e .
se;a‘ de ?Flgem sul-indiana, tornou-se elemento fundamental, praticameclli:
obrigatorio, da gravura europeia na qual os escravos ou/e escravas acompa-

nham os seus letari
proprietarios durante as deslocacdes. Alias, a chatta foi um atri- -

Euto presente na iconografia de varios povos orientais, por exemplo, chi-
€s€es, como vemos numa imagem de mercadores de Bantam Indo;lé i
cer: de1 1675 e publicada por Lach (1997), vol. 2.1, s/p. grav’ 29 "
o };:; j;i:aﬁzgz’trqtzm, que deriva do. sinscrito palyanka, significa leito e

as pessoas de maior condicio. Por isso, liga-se direc-

tamente A i 1]
te 3 1conografia da escravatura. Foi Ja referida na carta de D. Manuel
a0 Rei de Castela descrevendo che .

e ..
diz “Estava o rei deitado em um
seda vermelho:

gada. dos portugueses i India, a qual
e palanquim, e coberto com um pano de
e ste elemento difundiu-se sobretudo na gravura, ilus
0 todos os cenirios 1 Afri ’ ,
coloniais desde a Africa 3 éri

: ca as Américas, passand

: 0

pelo Oriente. Curiosamente, na maior parte das -

- gravuras, os pa i
sao transportados por africanos » 0s palanquins
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| A “republica negra” de Ano Bom: invengéo

de um “Estado” entre duas colonizagbes

ARLINDO MANUEL CALDEIRA™

1. Colonizacfo/colonizacdes

Ano Bom (Annobén ou Pagalu, parte integrante da Guiné I?Equatoria?)
¢ uma pequena ilha do Golfo da Guiné, com cerca de 17.,5 kim? de ;up(;x—
ficie, situada 150 km a sul de Sao Tomé e a pouc-o m.ms dej 300 km do
continente africano. A populagio actual ronda os dC.)IS mil habltalntes, quase
os mesmos do século XVIII, concentrados na locahd:ade de Pal’e (01.1 Sz’mto

" Antdnio), praticamente a Ginica povoagao déll ilha (hoje como }?a dlms sécu-
Jos). Os anobonenses sio oficialmente catéhcc/)s e falam uITl c'rlou o portu-
gués (fa ’Ambo) semelhante aos de Sdo Tome e ao.do Principe. 0

Quando os portugueses 14 chegaram pela primeira v.ez, cerca de ,
encontraram a ilha desabitada, um litoral fortemente baF1do pelo mar e,L‘1m
relevo que lhes hi-de ter parecido inéspito. Como vinha sendo politica
oficial nos restantes arquipélagos atlinticos, também Ano Bom recebeu o
estatuto de capitania, que o rei D. Manuel I entregou, .em .1503, a Jorge
de Melo, fidalgo de sua casa, dando-lhe os privilégios h§b1tua15 e esperando

que ele trouxesse para o territério habitantes e prosperidade.

Esta comunicacio é o resultado de uma investigagio que segue ainda o seu curso, devendo os resultados ser tidos
ga q it curso, di sul S S s
. I di

portanto, como provisorios. ]
** Investigador do Centro de Historia de Além-Mar (Lisboa).
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No entanto, nem o primeiro capitio-donatirio nem os seus sucessores
mostraram pressa na colonizacio da ilha. Talvez se perceba porqué. Em

extensdo, a ilha era insignificante. Pela localizagdo periférica, ficava fora

das rotas transocednicas batidas pelos portugueses. Muito montanhosa,

faltavam-lhe as grandes planicies propicias 4 economia de plantacio. Nio
possuia também enseadas capazes para abrigo dos navios, com excepcio de
uma nao muito ampla baia a nordeste, em cuja praia nascers, alids, a povoa-
¢do principal.

A acumulacio de todos estes factores estd na origem da falta de entu-
stasmo dos donatirios, que, com altos e baixos, vai ser uma constante ao
longo de mais de dois séculos.

A primeira tentativa consistente de colonizagio teve lugar por volta de
1560, data em que é transportado para Ano Bom, a partir de Sio Tomé, um
nimero significativo de casais de escravos. Desconhecemos se se tratou de
uma leva nica (como algumas fontes tardias parecem sugerir) ou de levas
sucessivas, eventualmente reforcadas, ao longo dos tempos, pela introducio
de novos contingentes e mesmo pela chegada (é uma hipétese) de escravos
fugidos da ilha de Sio Tomé ou dos navios negreiros ancorados ao largo,
apesar dos cuidados que estes tinham com a carga, quando 4 vista da costa.
Também nio sabemos qual a origem de todos esses africanos. A tradi¢io
local pretende que todos eles fossem provenientes de Angola, mas é muito
provavel que alguns fossem naturais da chamada “Costa da Mina”. E uma
questio que fica em aberto para a sociolinguistica e a biogenética. O que

Ja hoje nos surge como seguro ¢ que a maioria desses escravos tinha estado
sujeita, em Sdo Tomé, a um processo mais ou menos longo de aculturacio,
conhecendo j4 o crioulo (ou o proto-crioulo) sio-tomense e tendo tido con-
tacto com o cristianismo.

Foram poucos os europeus que acompanharam, e passaram a enquadrar,
a populacio escrava. O feitor, representante directo do capitio-donatario,

auto-intitulando-se muitas vezes capitio-mor ou governador, constituia, na

maior parte do tempo, uma presenca solitiria. Em qualquer caso, o néimero
de portugueses foi sempre reduzidissimo, com uma tnica fonte, e nio das
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is seguras, a elevi-lo, num curto periodo do inicio de seiscentos, a um
mais )

A oito’. .
ma}’(],iTeri; a assisténcia religiosa ao0s branc.os € a0s negros de. An~o Bom
foi bastante intermitente. O capitio—donatér}o, que tinha a obrigacio con-
ual de assegurar a permanéncia de um paroco, gunca, ou quase nui?}cla,
al obrigacio. Além dos capeldes dos navios que tocavam a ilha,

trat
Ut
::r:flzzistravam alguns sacramentos, tornou-se habitual (Nmas nur}ca com a
periodicidade que a Igreja exigia) que um sacerdote de Sio Tomé passasze,
por ano, algumas semanas (normalmente duas) em Ano‘Bon:, r};gz(.es:‘jzt Oo
de seguida, salvo rarissimas excepcdes, ao lugar de /On;éer;\'/«u In igscute_’
durante todo o século XVII e ainda nos comegos do sécu (i ’ d,
_se se deve ser o donatirio ou a coroa a pagar a pemle:neflcm .,e. un31 (ou
dois) clérigo(s), mas ndo se tiram dai quaisquer c‘onsequenc1asBpLat1ca.so. -
A finica fonte de rendimento regular que a ilha de f&no om prop !
cionava ao respectivo capitdo-donatirio era o algodio. ET 1565 nz:)c;
havia na ilha “mais gente que um so homf‘:m.branco com 3 gl;nts 1.1l;gar”4
que prantam e colhem algodio, que € o principal proveito 2 di ta ldaré;l
Introduzido, tudo leva a crer, pelos portugu?ses, o al.godoelr-o‘ naczi ardat
tornar-se uma planta espontinea em muitas areas da 11ha', facilitando, gsmz,
o respectivo granjeio. O algoddo, depois dt? limpo, a maior parte em bru ,
parte fiado e, nalguns casos, tecido em faixas estreitas, dava Eara carregar
todos os anos um navio com destino a Portugal, via S. Tome®.

cati i i vage de Pyrard
! Frangois Martin de Vitré, Description du premier voyage fait & Sumatra par les Frangais, Paris, 1603, in Voyage de Pyrar
Tang s !
is, Bditi 998, p. 910. o
! aux Indes. .., Paris, Editions Chandeigne, 1 ) 4 ‘ u
:IeRh;":é:i‘:do bispo de Sio Tomé ac Papa, 24 de Outubro de 1597 (MMA, vol. I1I, pp. 563 593-), It;mzr,jmm,
cr: ;lilm'na” do bispo de Sio Tomé, D. Pedro da Cunha, 1620 (MMA, vol. VI, pp. 531—534),'(1;01111?8 13; e
Séou‘ga et "Angola: 1639-1655, vol. II, pp. 823-824, doc. 365, 17 de Julho de 1646; AHU, Cédice , fls. N
’ i bro de 1693. o
C Jta do Cons. Ultramarino de 19 de Outu ' ' e 10
3 2‘1:21 ;o bispo Vice-rei a El-Rei, 8 de Julho de 1606 (MMA, vol. V, pp. 186-187); BN, F:/;{;o f(fc;(;l ((::aort;creégia
89(; Meza das trés Ordens Militares, f1.160, Consulta de 9 de Fevereiro de 1615;~AHU, ('Zod. 2 l, A. t’l,lio o s
\,/ice Rei de Portugal de 5 de Abril de 1624; Regimento do governador de Sio Tomé Manue 8;401869 s
zlo CAmara, 24 de Outubro de 1698, Boletim do Cousellio Ultramarino, Lisboa, Imprensa Na.czonal, 1854~ j ) 172,8 )
1?367 1;6; A.H.U., S. Tomé, Caixa 5, doc. 53, Representagio do bispo Snlmgum.ao 'rex, 30 de lAgo;co Ae Bm;l
4 AN’/}';T glmn.ccl;zriz.r’de D. Sebastido, L. 20, fls. 265-268v.°, carta de capitania e alcaidaria-mor da ilha de Ano
ada a Luis de Almeida, 4 de Agosto de 1565. . . ) ’
?1;; dtlsalli cada afio un navio cargado de algodon que vale mucho”. Relagio de Garcia an.des Casptelo B:;mtci;
167(‘)) MMA \‘ro‘ VI, p. 472; “Produz muito algodio de que Dona Luzia de Silva, [a donatiria] em Portugal,
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Além do algodoeiro, tinham sido introduzidas plantas alimentares essen-
ciais para a subsisténcia, como a mandioca ou as arvores fruteiras (caso das
laranjeiras e limoeiros, entre muitas outras), bem como os animais domésticos
correntes na Europa, embora nem todos com igual sucesso. Para 13 disso,
também a bananeira e a palmeira-dendém (eventualmente autdctones) terio
um papel decisivo na alimentacio da populacio. Acrescente-se que as grandes
arvores da floresta da ilha permitiam a construcio de canoas monéxilas (esca~
vadas num s6 tronco), por meio das quais se obtinha, na pesca, um dos meios
de sobrevivéncia fundamentais.

No entanto, é a existéncia de alguns excedentes em carne e em fruta que
vai revelar-se essencial para o intercimbio que, sobretudo a partir do século
XVII, se realiza com os navios europeus que, mais ou menos clandestinamente,
aportam 4 ilha para fazerem aguada e abastecer-se de frescos. Trata-se de navios
ingleses, franceses, holandeses e dinamarqueses que varriam as costas do Golfo da

Guiné no trifico negreiro e que, a caminho das Américas, fazendo-se 20 largo

para apanharem a rota do Cabo, ou no regresso a Europa, tocavam Ano Bom
para se reabastecerem de 4gua e de frescos. Outros paravam na ilha indo directa-
mente da Europa, para irem comprar escravos a Cabinda ou ao Loango®.

Pelas condi¢des naturais da enseada, os navios ficavam a0 largo e as tripu-
lagdes rarissimamente iam a terra, nio vendo os habitantes com bons olhos,
em geral, a hipétese de desembarque, a nio ser do néimero estritamente
necessario de marinheiros para fazer aguada. O feitor da ilha ou um seu repre-
sentante deslocava-se a bordo para estabelecer as condigdes (sendo, entio,
convenientemente presenteado) e dezenas de canoas aproximavam-se do
navio para o comércio de circunstincia. As relacdes nem sempre corriam em
clima amistoso e por diversas ocasides houve conflitos graves. Além disso, os

Holandeses ocuparam a ilha por duas vezes, em 1605 (por cerca de um més)
e entre 1660-1664.

mais de 8000 ducados por ano”, Vayage de Pierre Van den Broeck au Cap Vert, a Angola e aux Indes Orientales (Novembro
de 1613), in Recueil des vopages qui ont servi  Petablissement et aux progres de la Compagnie des Indes Oricntales. .., Rudo,
Pierre Cailloué Libraire, 1725; vol. VII, p. 429,

¢ Dos fins de 1770 a Fevereiro de 1772, aportaram  ilha 64 navios ingleses, franceses e holandeses, dos quais 6 7 ou 8
tinham passado primeiro pelas ilhas de Sio Tomé e Principe. AHU, S. Tomé, Caixa 14, doc. 1, Carta do capitdo-mor
Vicente Gomes Ferreira para o SEMU, 26 de Fevereiro de 1772.

§BLICA NEGRA" DE ANO BOM: INVENCAO DE UM ESTADO ENTRE DUAS COLONIZAGOES
A “REP

Um problema que, do ponto de vist? sociall, 1??10- pode deixar de ser
posto € 0 de como foi possivel que um niimero 1n51gn1ﬁcaillie .de gur(?eui
impusesse a algumas centenas, primeiro, depois a alguns mi ares de africa
nos, uma relagdo de colonizador-colonizado, em aparente regime escravo-
crata: “Na dita ilha nunca houve mais do que um hon‘l‘em branco porque
todos os mais sa0 escravos”’. Num outro testemunho: “Consta esta ilha de
mil escravos pouco mais ou menos, todos cativos do Senhor delz,t’,sadonde
nio hi nenhum branco, mais que o feitor a que todos obedec;m .E Ya}e
a pena, embora rompendo a ordem cronoldgica, acrescentar ainda a Vlsa)o
de um viajante estrangeiro, em 1623: “Estdo todos [os negros] sob o dom~1-—
nio dos Portugueses que sé deixam ai dois ou trés homens da sua n.ag:ao
para Os governar. No entanto, 0s negros sio—lbes extremamente subnus§1cl>s.
Os que nio se mantém no seu dever sio rapl’c’igamente levados para a ilha
de S. Tomé, que € o castigo que mais temem’ . .

A questio do “dominio branco” precisa ser nfla‘n(;:ilda ? o receio do
degredo para Sio Tomé ndo era, por cerFo, o femecho infalivel, embo;a a
ameaca pudesse funcionar com factor de dissuasio. De facto, nunca em Ano
Bom foi introduzido um regime de plantagio e o que se exigia aos traba-
lhadores era a entrega de uma parte do que produziam, um tergo segundo
Bosman'®, o que era provavelmente satisfeito, quase na totahéade,Ncom
algodio. Para quem conhecia (directamente ou pela tradi¢io) a situagio .de
escravo, tratava-se de uma evidente melhoria de estatuto que tornava muito
menos odioso o papel do dominador. Por outro lado, o poder branco,
mesmo que pouco mais do que simbdlico, é legitimado por um'p‘oder
externo teoricamente forte e acaba por gozar até de prestigio religioso,
sendo associado aos sacerdotes (na auséncia ou na presenga destes) como
mediador privilegiado com o sagrado. A tudo isto havia que acrescentar um

7 AHU, Sio Tomé, Cx. 2, n.° 141, Carta do governador Carlos de Népoles, 11 de Janeiro de 1661. .
% Biblioteca Nacional, Cod. 748, Miscelinea, «Papel sobre Sam Thome», fls. 203v.°-204, Informe do gov. Pedro da
Silva, Lisboa, 11 de Fevereiro de 1672. N l N
? “Voyage de la flote de Nassau aux indes orientales par le detroi de Magellan, commencé I'an 1623 sous le commar
dement de I’Amiral Jacques Lhermite”, in Recueil des voyages. .., cit., vol. IX, p. 29. ‘ )

** Guillaume [Willem] Bosman, Voyage de Guinée contenant unie description nowvelle et tils exacte de cette Céte..., Utreque,
“Chez Antoine Schouten, 1705 [ed. original holandesa, 1704], p. 445.
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calculo estratégico: para os afticanos, a presenca de brancos era uma garantia
de seguranca contra eventuais raids para captura de escravos e, sobretudo,
contra a dominagdo, em condi¢des mais desfavoriveis, por parte de outras
potencias coloniais. Finalmente, nio é de excluir como hipétese que, desde
data desconhecida, uma parte dos trabalhadores negros tivesse comecado
a procurar refligio nas zonas mais montanhosas (eximindo-se a quaisquer
obrigacdes) e que s6 uma minoria da populagio (eventualmente renovada
periodicamente com escravos idos de Sio Tomé e/ou do Principe) se man-
tivesse fiel as obrigacdes impostas pelo representante do donatirio. Embora
ndo possuamos muitas informacdes nesse sentido!!, s6 a existéncia dessa pos-
sibilidade de fuga para o interior (que foi posta em pritica, por brancos e
negros, nas duas invases holandesas) podia ser um argumento poderoso.

Em 1698, o feitor da Companhia Holandesa das indias Ocidentais na
costa de Africa, de passagem por Ano Bom, ainda encontrou um repre-
sentante do donatirio instalado na ilha, tratado por governador, neste caso
um homem ganancioso nas exigéncias que fazia a0s habitantes e odiado
por eles'?,

Desconhecemos se houve alguma relacio de causa e efeito entre os des
mandos desse “governador”® e a posterior situacio da ilha, mas o certo &
que, desde o inicio do século XVIII, deixamos de ver qualquer portugués
fixado em Ano Bom. S6 que, a0 contririo do que o citado holandés entio
previa, os anobonenses nio entregaram a ilha a outra na¢io, mas tomaram-
-na nas suas mios, formando, mais do que um quilombo, um territério
verdadeiramente independente. Como dird um autor portugués da época,
“ao presente [o donatirio] tira dela pouco fruto porque os pretos que nela

! De facto, essa hipétese baseia-se num tnico documento: uma informagdo de 1650 refere a existéncia na ilha de

“cem negros domésticos e cativos” e de cerca de “dois mil negros bravios” AHU, Consellio Ultramarine, Cédice 14,
8T g1

fl. 235v.°, Consulta de 20 de Julho de 1650).

2 G. Bosman, Voyage, cit., pp. 444-445. Bosman (que niio é propriamente uma fonte independente) refere ainda a

presenca (ndo sabemos se de passagem) de dois capuchinhos, alcoélicos e iletrados (pp. 445-446)
" Seria a propésito dele que se mantinha ainda meméria em 17702 Os missionérios que estio n
rem que os habitantes tém “por tradi¢io antiga e inviol

a ilha nessa data refe-
avel o ndo se fiarem dos Portugueses, nem tio~pouco consenti-
los na terra, por ter havido antigamente um capitdo-mor portugués que os castigava asperamente” (AHU, Sio Tomé,
Cx. 13, doc. 15, in Carlos Agostinho das Neves, Sao Tomé ¢ Principe nna 2.* metade do século XV, Funchal/Lisboa,
Secretaria Geral do Turismo/Instituto de Histéria de Além-Mar, 1989, p. 278).
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habitam estio levantados” e acrescentava: “os pretos, que nos principios
seriam escravos, agora sio senhores” . o
No imediato, nem o donatirio nem o Estado tomam qualquer inicia-
tiva para repor a situagao, ou por falta de m%eresse ou porqu(? saber{1 pes~al
custos e beneficios. A partir dos anos 30 do século XVIII, porém, a 51tuag:’ao
parece comegar a alterar-se, numa altura em que o 1r%cremen‘to do comér-
cio negreiro e a competi¢io mercantilista europeia. valonzzi muito os
entrepostos atlinticos. Em 1734, dio-se ordens para a integracio nos bens
da coroa da donataria de Ano Bom, mas, por eventuais protestos do dona-
tario, s6 em 1743 se considera que a mesma vagou pa~ra o Estz/tdo, sendo
dadas ordens ao governador e ao ouvidor geral de Sio Tomé para que
sequestrem € disponham do rendimento da ilha em nome (1130 monarca e
ponham em arrematacio os direitos reais que lhe p&‘ertencelm . .
Embora recomendando-se sempre o uso de meios pacificos (dizlxando
para O rei a decisio sobre medidas mais radicais), toma-se entio uma
série de iniciativas em relacdo a ilha de Ano Bom, destlnafi%s,~e§1?;essa ou
camufladamente, a “reduzir os seus moradores a devida sujei¢io”'®. Todas
essas iniciativas serdo recusadas terminantemente pelos anobonenses, que
mostram perceber com clareza o seu alcance politico. Em 1744, o padrej
agostinho descalgo enviado para tomar posse de An9 Bom e~m1§10me do rei
de Portugal é mal recebido e nio consegue cumpnr,a missio!’. Em 1755,
cumprindo ordens régias, o governador de Sio Tomé manda um represen-
tante seu, por nome Jorge Alvares de Sousa, tomar conta de Ano Bom. E
corrido e maltratado, mal acaba de desembarcar'®. Em 1757, Fr. Francisco

" Fr. Agostinho de Santa Maria, Santudrio Mariano ¢ histéria das imagens milagrosas de Nossa Senihora..., Lisboa, Off.
i : 449,

Anténio Pedrozo Galram, 1707-1723, vol. X, 1723, pp. 447 e 4 ) . i )

15 AHU, Cédice 486, fl. 289-v, Carta do rei ao ouvidor geral de S. Tomé, 28 de Junho de 1‘73.4, AHU, Sio Tm;]e'

Cx. 7, n.° 84, Consulta anterior a 12 de Janeiro de 1743; AHU, Cddice 486, fl. 356, Carta régia para o Govenja or

de S :Tonlé 25 de Marco de 1744, O processo s6 estara verdadeiramente encerrado em 1755, com a concessio de
i izach onatari d 6 ¢ Principe, cit., p. 64, n. 64).

uma indemnizagio ao donatirio (C. A. Neves, Sdo Tomé ¢ P ‘ i ) o

6 AHU, Sio Tomé, cx. 9, n.° 81, Instrugdes para o Governador e Capitio Geral das ilhas de Sio Tomé e Principe,

7 de Junho de 1757. L s

Y Francisco Leite de Faria, Os Barbadinhos Italianos em S. Tomé ¢ Principe. Separata de Portugal e Africa, Lisboa, 1955,

p. 394 N . .

B AHU, S. Tomé, Caixa 14, doc. 1, 26 de Fevereiro de 1772, Carta do capitio-mor Vicente Gomes Ferreira para o

SEMU.
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Pinto da Fonseca, professo da Ordem de Cristo, foi enviado, a mandado
do rei, como piroco missionario da Ilha de Ano Bom, devendo servir de
testa-de-ponte ao tenente engenheiro José Anténio Caldas a quem cabia,
em seguida, tomar posse oficial da ilha. O padre comecou por ser bem
recebido mas, logo que a populagio se apercebeu de que pretendia fixar-se,
iniciaram-se as hostilidades e os impropérios por parte da maioria da popula-
¢do, “dizendo que nio obedeciam a el-rei de Portugal e que assim nio acei-
tavam ao reverendo padre por seu padre missionario, por ser portugués,
pois s6 queriam por seu padre missiondrio aos padres italianos capuchi-
nhos; e que eles [os habitantes] eram senhores daquela terra”'. Alguns
anos depois, em 1770, é preparada com todo o cuidado e sem poupanca
de meios, uma nova expedicio, que devia ter exclusivamente um cariz
religioso, embora, como se vé pelas instrucdes da Secretaria de Estado da
Marinha e Ultramar, cobrisse claras intengdes politicas. Sio enviados dois

conegos da Sé de Sio Tomé, ambos negros e entendendo o crioulo local,
acompanhados de um jovem branco (para que a populacio se habituasse
aos europeus). Desembarcam, conseguem instalar-se e sio aceites durante
algum tempo. Depressa se rompe, porém, a aparente hospitalidade e os
dois sacerdotes sofrem toda a espécie de vexames, vivendo quase reclusos,
até que conseguem reembarcar num barco portugués, ao fim de dezasseis
meses de missio fracassada®. _

Esta experiéncia é decisiva, sendo a dltima que a corte portuguesa
patrocina. Em 1778, num contexto diplomitico que nio se justifica aqui
desenvolver, é assinado com a Espanha o Tratado de Amizade, Comércio,
Neutralidade e Garantia Reciproca, que ficard conhecido como Tratado
do Pardo. Nas compensacdes prestadas por Portugal inclufa-se a cedéncia
a Espanha dos direitos sobre as ilhas de Ano Bom e Fernando Pé, e da
faculdade de negociar na costa vizinha, desde o Cabo Formoso até ao Rio

* AHU, Bafa, n.° 2463, Termo de desobediéncia. .., 20 de Fevereiro de 1757 (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé e Principe...,
cit.,, pp. 222-223).

* Entre outras fontes, ver AHU, S. Tomé, Caixa 14, doc. 1, Carta do capitio-mor Vicente Gomes Ferreira para o
SEMU, 26 de Fevereiro de 1772 e documentos anexos; Ibid., doc. 17, Carta do cénego Anténio Luis Monteiro, 26

de Fevereiro de 1772; documentacio transcrita em C. A. Neves, S. Tonié ¢ Principe. .., cit., pp. 257-281, 300-301
e 324-327.
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Gabio®. Cabe apenas dizer que, em Ano Bom, toda a encen.agilo do acto
de transferéncia de soberania, a 26 de Novembro de 1778, resu t01~1 nu~m
fiasco, nio chegando propriamente a ter lugar. A populagio nio
6 se recusou 2 participar, como vitupero;u Ylolenta111ente os }egresentarﬁzi
dos dois paises, afirmando que a terra e so de Deus e que preferiam mo !
a ver brancos na ilha®?. Em posteriores passagens de castel’ha‘nos, 0S mesy h
, ates irdo alegar, mais uma vez com agud.eza estratégica, que’s;mpm
o subditos de Portugal e nio o queriam ser de f)utro~ pais™. .
A Espanha, Cujo Sucesso na itha de Fernando P‘? tan},bem nio forgl ..r1
-aticamente abandonados estes “seus” novos territorios
lhante, manteve pra . : iroric
1858, data em que é enviado para Fernando PQ o primeiro
governador residente. No entanto, em Ano Bom, 0s espanhdis desFa~noxdfa
onda de colonizacio s6 chegario em 1885, sob a forma c-ie uma (;nlésgotrae
Claretianos®, a que se seguirio, muito mais tarde, as autoridades adminis

. X
tivas nomeadas pelo Estado espanhol. Mesmo os missionarios comegara
1 tempos, a ilha passava por

tremendo

habita
tinham sid

equatoriais até

por ser muito mal recebidos; mas outros eram 0s .
gravissima crise econémica, os novos sacerdotes mostraram-se muito
. . s
A = ssa
contemporizadores com 0s costumes € as praticas religiosas locais™ e, de
? i — i ue de forma branda, neste
forma, a Europa voltava a impor-se, ainda q

uma

Africa.
- pequeno recanto de ,
’ Facamos entio as contas: desde cerca de 1700 até 1885 (e mesmo um

pouco depois), isto €, durante cerca de/ duzentos anos, /os anobonensr?s
foram, por completo, politicamente autonomos. }.-Iou.%, é certod,L nai p

meiras décadas do século XVIII a presenca, muito .1rregular, e~ alguns
capuchinhos italianos (os Gnicos clérigos aceites na ilha, por razoes que

o Poo en 1778, Madrid,

. i o de Aroeleio v xpedicion militar a Fernand
2 Manuel Cencillo de Pineda, El brigadier Conde de Argelejo y su expedicion f Orn e I

i * Lui a Calle,
Instituto de Estudios Africanos, 1948, pp. 60-65; Mariano L.. de Ca.stro‘ e M. Iimlsj f:le l”;d1Cda 16992 .
Colonizacién Espaiiola en Guinea Ecuatorial (1 777-1860), Valladolid, Publicaciones de la m?/ers ad, . g
2 aCm”AzaI[\IU’ pS Tomé ¢ Principe..., cit., p. 70, n. 86; José A. Moreno Moreno, Reseiia historica de la presencia de Espaiia
% eves, S. g -, cit, p. 70, n. 86;
e : i i i igaci Cientificas, 1952, p. 47.

7 Guinea, Madrid, Consejo Superior de Investigaciones : ' 4 ‘ - i
:']dséciil: :/ciotcl)‘s"; Morellon, “Memoria sobre la isla de Annobén”, in Memorias sobre las islas africanas de Espaiia,
%o .
Femando Poo y Annobdn, Madrid, Compaiiia Tipografica, 1844, p. 23.

fia histori 1 6.
2 José A. Moreno Moreno, Resefia historica. .., cit., p. 6 e
% JO rimeiro superior da missio, o Padre Juanola, “resolvié amoldarse a todos sus gustos y co,stumbrzs, 51[;135 i;s
Leys cI{)e Dios y de la Iglesia” (Padre Armengol Coll, Segunda Memoria de las Misiones de Fernando Péo y sus depenaencias,
Madrid, Imprenta de San Francisco de Sales, 1899, p. 92).
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nao temos aqui espaco para abordar®). Mas até esses desaparecem em
1753, na sequéncia da sua “expulsio” de Sio Tomé, o que quer dizer que
excepto alguns marinheiros que vieram episodicamente a terra (a maioria
ficava ao largo, nas embarcacdes) e de um ou outro capelio de navio ou
missiondrio de passagem?, a presenca europeia durante século e meio foj
praticamente inexistente e sem reflexos significativos na vida da ilha.
Como se administraram entretanto os habitantes de Ano Bom? Que

formas de poder politico criaram ou recriaram? Podemos falar da edificacio
de um Estado?

2. Independéncia e poder politico

Uma visio estereotipada, muitas vezes aplicada, aliis, aos quilombos de
varias partes do mundo, levar-nos-ia a pensar na implantacio de um poder
centralizado, de cariz mondrquico, reproduzindo o modelo dos reinos do
continente africano. Na verdade, nio é isso que acontece.

Uma das principais razdes para o facto tem a ver com a impossibilidade de
autonomizar qualquer linhagem prestigiada, uma vez que as estruturas linha-
gisticas e clanicas hi muito que se tinham diluido no tempo decorrido desde
a saida de Africa, na diversidade étnica da populagio e nas imposicSes da
sociedade esclavagista. Por outro lado, seria talvez possivel constituir novas
linhagens caso se tivesse formado um corpo de guerreiros mais ou menos
profissionalizado, o que nio aconteceu, devido ao tipo de sociedade que ai
se desenvolveu. Finalmente, talvez a religido pudesse desempenhar um papel
centralizador, através da imbricacio do sagrado e do politico, tio frequente
nas sociedades afticanas. No entanto, ao contririo do que sucede nalgumas
comunidades do continente, em Ano Bom, a principal autoridade religiosa
(o “sacristio da Igreja Grande”, sanguistd Gueza-Nganyi) é sempre relativa-

26

Uma das razées da preferéncia dos anobonenses pelos barbadinhos italianos tinha caricter politico: era uma forma
de manterem 4 distincia os clérigos portugueses, que podiam abrir caminho 3 “recolonizagio”.

N ]l'lC]LliﬂlOS neste grupo os céneaos—missionﬁﬁos enviados por Lisboa em 1770, ue, embora Hﬁ'iCZlﬂOS, estavam
5
pl’OﬁlﬂdZ\l’llEn[E europeizados.

56
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mente controlada e nio consegue esten?er o ;eg poder fora.dZ‘ (%_;)];1;111’110

religiolso, para, por exemplo, as areas politica, mlhtaxj, fiscal ou‘ ju zia .
Herdada, em grande parte, do periodo esclavagista, a sociedade que se

lantou em Ano Bom foi uma sociedade de agro-pescadores em que,

imp ot v ) .
remos, a diferenciacio interna é muito pouco marcada.

Con;(;rz:e seguro que, com o fim da preseflg.a d.os eur?p.eus, ha um abr?nd?—
mento da actividade econdmica, levada até hmlFes Proxnnos da sub.31stenc1a.
Os contactos com Sio Tomé, que ji eram muito m‘fegulareiﬂ, pratlcfamenFe
extinguem-se, O quE tem Consequeéncias nf). que diz respeito ao oinec%a
mento de instrumentos agricolas e de utensilios para a pesca: A r.rlet?t grgie
nio desaparece, mas a falta crénica de ferro.e 0 aparente dormlruo incipien
das técnicas tornam-na uma actividade so.c%almente pouco red ‘e\fa.nte. .
A propriedade privada da terra, transmitida de 1;"0'rma herle 1;;:1*1‘;1,1ersr(13 o
exista, parece subordinar-se ao principio (lia posse util do solo. 555161 , e um
campo deixa de ser cultivado durante dois anos, qualquer um pode p st @
utiliza-lo. Além disso, se alguém necessita de uma terra para semear ou p aclil
e pede o campo a outro, paga-lhe, no primeiro al’.lf), ~metade.do qctlxe pro 2152,
mas nos anos seguintes os frutos e o proprio solo ja sdo .considera 0s se;lls :
A actividade agricola (quase exclusivamente feminina) € pouco valori-

= 230 d
1 a 1 8 onae se
' zada ﬁcando redu21da a hOl’thUlCUI’& ou a pequenas exploragoes 5
,

pruduz sobretudo o inhame e a mandioca. A palmei‘ra dendém (fundamer(lita%
pela producdo de 6leo e vinho de palma), a bananeira (gue agsegura uz do:
alimentos indispensiveis) e mesmo outras arvores fruteiras exigem cuidado
minimos. A cultura do algodio ¢ definitivamente abandonz'lda, aNrrastando o
declinio da fiacio e da tecelagem. Os algodoeiros que continuarao a c/rescer
espontaneos na ilha serio suficientes para o tral?alho, que fs-ebn.ianteratrr:iltzz
Jongo processo de decadéncia ao longo dos séculos, de fabricar es

i i j erizagio s6 dispo-
% Parece ter havido, no inicio do século XIX, pelo menos uma tentativa desse tipo, para cuja caracterizag P
arec , i
mos de elementos esparsos, mas que nio teve contmuldade:, "  Rmon Permamén. Barcelona
» Natilio Barrena (C.M.F.), La Isla de Ansnobén, Introduccién, notas y adiciones p
( tuto i icanistas (Mi 5, p. 39.
Publicaciones del Instituto Claretiano de Africanistas (Muneograf;:do), 1965, p ) © gogany ) possic
% Segundo a tradigio anobonense, terd havido um tempo em que “os grandes da terra” (nangue Hg Lgb e
i irei i i mora Loboc
am e eram donos de escravos sobre os quais tinham o direito de vida e de morte. (Miguel Aia o ,T o
) A - . - 93 ). ! 6). —se-
Annobén. Geografia, historia y costumbies, Fernando P6, Publicaciones de la Diputacion t rovmcx\ ,f ,I;(Jmmp
‘ ’ ori i ase colonial?
de uma fase transitoria apés a saida dos Portugueses ou essa memoria remonta directamente a
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faixas de algoddo, uma espécie de cintas (xinta jazd) que era costume os
homens usarem por ocasido do casamento®'. Na vida quotidiana, o vestui-
rio é reduzido ao minimo, sendo mesmo totalmente ausente nos jovens de
ambos os sexos até 4 puberdade.

A pesca sera a grande fonte de subsisténcia da populacio e ocupa prati-
camente todos os homens adultos da ilha. Todos eles possuem (e suponho
que cada um deles fabrica) as pequenas canoas monéxilas a que localmente
se chama batélu ou baté. No entanto, devido a profundidade das aguas, 3
ineficiéncia das artes e ao ndmero de horas dedicadas 3 pesca (todos os pes-
cadores regressam a casa infalivelmente por volta do meio-dia), as capturas
ndo sio muito abundantes. Dias de festa, embora raros e exigindo grande
esfor¢o e muita coragem fisica, sio os da captura de baleias, de cuja abun-
dancia ocasional de carne beneficia quase toda a populacio.

De enorme importincia na vida dos anobonenses vai continuar a ser a pas-
sagem de navios de diversas nacionalidades que aproveitam Ano Bom — onde
as condig¢Ses sdo particularmente vantajosas, pois o porto é livre de direitos
— para, como ja se disse, fazerem aguada e se reabastecerem de frescos. B
também um dia de festa na ilha, logo que se percebe que as intencdes das
tripulagdes nio sio belicosas. As autoridades locais mantinham a tradicio de
ir a bordo dos navios ancorados, levando e recebendo presentes de cortesia.
Pouco depois, quem tem alguma coisa para vender (um porco, duas galinhas,
um cacho de bananas, uma dizia de cocos, um cesto de laranjas...) vem com
a sua canoa tentar fazer negdcio. Procura sobretudo receber, em troca, cami-

sas ou outra roupa branca (normalmente usada, é, ainda assim, fundamental
para ceriménias como o casamento ou o funeral) mas sio igualmente bem
aceites manilhas ou pregos de ferro (a tradicional falta de metais), aguardente,
polvora (enquanto houve armas de fogo), canivetes e mil e uma quinqui-
Iharias. Trata-se de um comércio incipiente, ndo s feito por troca directa
como envolvendo apenas, sempre ou quase sempre, a venda de mercadorias
de produgio propria e a aquisicio de produtos para consumo familiar, sendo
praticamente nulas quaisquer modalidades de acumulacio.

' M. Zamora Loboch, Netidia de Annobén. .., cit., pp. 19-20.
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adro econdmico, a hierarquizagio social é quase inexistente,
: d
i segundo

do, sem exagero, falar-se de uma sociedade sem classes. Ora, segu d
0 , / de ser | . °
poden”®> esenca de classes é condicdo sine qua non para a €xis

. ‘tica, a pr a
oria politica, igic : L e
o df Estado. Nio se afastam de forma significativa desse princip

cia .

p | -P1 agnant, € a

ten definicdes de Estado, o qual, vamos seguir Jean Pierre Mag e
- ; ta (estdo

Zaﬂ de estruturacio social na qual o(s) detentor(es) do poéer esta (
o , do sobreproduto social retirado aos pro-

Separado s) da producao e vive(m)

u ( ) ; i g 1 manutengao
d es gracas a forcas especiahzadas nas coblang:as fiscais € na ¢
tor ¢ 5

2932

Neste q

da ordem
Podemos ¢
Bom? Segundo o referid ¢ ‘
separados da producio; nio ex1ite co =
zados, quer na manutengao da ordem (exérc : -
violéncia) quer na cobranga dos impostos o
(naquilo a que, significativamente, chamamos

hamar Estado as formas de poder politico existentes em Ar~10

o critério, nio. Os detentores do poder nio estao

branca de tributos; ndo hi corpos

to profissional, mono-

especiali :

polio do uso legitimo da

na administragdo da justi¢a

3

“« fo) ) )
aparelho de Estad ‘ \ .
pPortanto nio se terad dado, na ilha, o processo que levaa estruturagd :

’ dos. O certo, porém, € que, independentemente da desig-

i ta :
sociedades em Es e, . e
i0 que lhe dermos, existe um poder politico relativamente estavel cap
- : 1 ir os compor-
' de assegurar o regular funcionamento da comunidade e de puni p

i . i jamos COmo.
tamentos que se considera poderem po-la em risco. Vejamy

Aos viajantes que passaram por Ano Bom nos séculos XVIII e XIX pare-

1 i itdo- vernador
ceu-lhes que a autoridade principal da itha era o capitio-mor ou go

i isitar 0s autori-
(as duas designagdes 520 correntes) que os vinha visitar a bordo e

i ] do por-
ente a fazerem aguada e a realizarem trocas. A tripulagdo p
C -missionarios, pensou a
tuguesa que 1 esteve em 1770, levando os cOnegos-missionarios, p .
ue conhe-
mesma coisa. No entanto, os portugueses que desembarcaram, € q

L (13
i ntes ‘o
iam o poder tradicional dos chefes africanos, estranharam nos habita
S "33, 4 pouco respeito que tem [0
b

zava formalm

pouco com que tratam o seu capitao-mor

32 2 .o >

- gnant, u gral retre au roi i iens chad”, in Jean-Pierre
May t, “D nd pretre au K i les origines rehgleuses des Etats anciens du T

2 1-P. 1

i i = 93, p. 168.
Chrétien, L'invention religieuse ent Afrique, Paris, ACCT Karthala, 1993, p
3 AHU, S. Tomé, Cx. 12, doc. 23, Carta do ouvidor gera
Neves, S. Tomé ¢ Principe. .., cit., pp- 270-271).

| Caetano de Mesquita, 28 de Outubro de 1770 (C. A.
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capitio-mor] entre eles e 56 luz di em si”*; “o seu chamado capitio-mor
entre eles nio tinha diferenca mais do que no nome, porque as suas vozes
e ordens nio tinham atencao nem obediéncia”; ou, de forma ainda mais
incisiva, “o capitio-mor é um fantasma entre eles, sem autoridade”®,

Hoje resulta claro que a autoridade do capitio-mor era puramente
honorifica e a sua existéncia, literalmente, “para inglés ver”, isto &, mais do

que para uso interno, as suas fungdes eram funcdes de representacdo, para
mostrar a0s navios em trinsito que nio se tratava de uma ilha de “negros
alevantados” mas sim com autoridade perfeitamente constituida.

Os titulos de capitao-mor ou governador (“govenadol”) sio copiados daque-
les que os portugueses, quando em Ano Bom, se atribuiam a si préprios,
com razoavel ilegitimidade. Sobretudo nas visitas aos navios, o capitio-
-mor faz-se acompanhar de um corpo de dignitirios com titulos total-
mente arbitririos, sem qualquer funcionalidade pratica, pedidos empres-
tados ao que conheciam da marinha europeia e nio sei se obedecendo a
alguma ordem hierarquica: piloto, capitio, secretirio, cirurgido, etc.

Os sinais distintivos do cargo de chefia eram dados pelo vestuario, uma
espécie de farda, envergada apenas em fungdes oficiais e que marcava a dis-
tancia em relacio a0 comum dos habitantes. Quando, em 1770, os portu-
gueses fundearam junto 3 ilha, o capitdo-mor que foi a bordo trazia “uma
véstia de pano azul, agalonada a ouro, com calgdes, sapatos e meias”, sendo ‘
0s sapatos tio fora dos seus hibitos que depressa pediu para se livrar deles?.
Em 1836, data em que um barco espanhol aportou 2 ilha, o capitio-mor
que o recebeu vinha menos discreto. Descalgo de pé e perna e apenas com
um pedago de pano a servir de calcas, tinha o peito e a barriga cobertos de
rosirios e de cruzes misturados com ossos, pedrinhas, nés de trapo, penas
de galinha e outros amuletos semelhantes, tudo completado por uma esfar-
rapada casaca de oficial da marinha inglesa, pejada de botdes metalicos e de

* Ibid., doc. 25, Carta do Capitio-mor Vicente Gomes Ferreira, 3 de Novembro de 1770 (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé ¢
Principe..., cit., p. 274).

* Ibid., Cx. 59, doc. 57, Relagio da viagem..., s. d. (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé Principe...., cit., p. 285).
Ibid , Cx. 12, doc. 23, cit. (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé ¢ Principe. .., cit., p. 271)
7 Ibid., Cx. 59, doc. 57, cit. (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé ¢ Principe. .., cit., p. 280)
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tas de vidro. Na cabeca, um capacete de soldado portugués, com um
contas, . G

lumas verdes?®.

pen;d;ziigniia do capitdo-mor e a sua expc?sigio Pt’lbhca levaram alg,ul‘ls
observadores a querer classificar o regime politico da ilha como ul?la fesp.ec1e
de “monarquia electiva™. Nada mais err’oneo. Esse maglstNra(liio € ed ,SCFIVaQ
mente eleito (j4 veremos como), mas nio so 0s seus podieres s30 nuta~ 153’112:_
como o seu mandato estd longe de ser vitalicio. A duracio d? posto nio eﬂh a
no tempo mas determinada pelo namero de navios qu.e fa21f11?1 escala na’. a.
Esse niimero foi normalmente de trés e quando os missionarios espanh?ls~ se
fixaram na ilha elevaram-no (ou tentaram eleva-lo) para doze, n;nn es 01?50
para darem estabilidade ao cargo*’. Em 1770—.1772, qufmdo os U t1n195 nnue
sionrios enviados por Portugal estiveram na ilha, o namero ée ]r;wwstq ©
marcava a duracio do mandato do capitio-mor era apenas de d01s.. uran zdo
dezasseis meses que al estiveram, fizeram e§cala ‘no porto 64 n;wos, segcliivos
eles, e houve 32 capities-mores*. Isto significaria que a média dos respe "
mandatos tinha sido de 15 dias, o que, nao sendo} seguramente a nonna(,i%o 1
acontecer com frequéncia e mostra o caracter efemf.:ro do/c?rgoA Sem 110(:0
dade, podia rodar por todos os homens adultos da ilha, virias vezes aomori
da vida, “sendo todos os machos igualmente goilemado?fes e capltac.ts— . &
‘sucedendo uns aos outros em cada dois navios”**. Esse} sasterria rot?mifo ‘ e\(;la
excluir poucos, ou nenhuns, adultos do sexo ’mas,cghno, n;o pn\;vl egzzl)l o
sequer os mais velhos (um dos capitaes-mores ¢ Ina}c10 Tambor, o Mogo).

A curta duracio do exercicio do cargo destlnava—sej exactamente, a
beneficiar todos num lugar que dava prestigio e provelAto,.emb(ira, pzr
certo, s€ procurasse também evitar a tentagio da permanéncia prolongada

ou indefinida no poder.

3 J. Moros y Morellon, “Memoria...", cit., p. 8.
¥ M. Zamora Loboch, Noticia de Annobon..., cit., p. 64.
o i i ¢ U, 26 de Fevereiro
M AHU, S. Tomé, Caixa 14, doc. 1, Carta do capitdo-mor Vicente Gomes Ferreira para o S]?M 1 ,d_ vereiro

: ' : ' 1 1 i i ¢ S goVerr
de 1772’ Num documento anexo, os dois missionirios fornecen uma curiosa lista nominal (“Rol dos g nadores

X0, ]
; y 4 s nomes repetidos
ou cappitans mores que ouve no nosso tempo na Ilha de Anno Bom”), na qual hi apenas dois : P i POi,S OS
ids ali e ter outros lapso
forma aparentemente inusitada, podendo tratar-se de um lapso dos autores. Alids a lista deve t p:
missiondrios referem-se a 32 capities-mores mas elencam 38 nomes. ) » 78
1770 (C. A. Neves, Sdo Tomé e Principe..., p. 278).

2 AHU, Sdo Tomé, Cx. 13, doc. 15, 20 de Dezembro de (C. A. .
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Ja nos referimos, por mais de uma vez, i indiferenciagio social. O princi-
pal elemento hierarquizador na sociedade de Ano Bom parece ser a idade.
Um sociolinguista espanhol que esteve na ilha nas tltimas décadas do século
XX identificou quatro grupos de idades (dadyi ou na dayi), e podemos
imaginar que, com esse ou outro numero, ji existissem formalmente no
século XVIIL. Veremos ji as consequéncias politicas do facto. Outro ele-
mento diferenciador, embora com menor repercussio social, é de caricter
religioso e tem a ver com o conhecimento das oragdes, formulas e cantos,
todos eles em latim ou em portugués, que sio instrumentos de mediacio
com a divindade e os antepassados. Dai decorre o prestigio do mestre-escola
(metiscolo), uma espécie de depositario desse saber social fundamental, e dos
varios “sacristdes”, mas sobretudo do “sacristio maior” ou “sacristio da igreja
grande” (sanguistd gueza nganyi ou sangitd gandyi) que substituiu, na maioria
das funcdes, o sacerdote catolico e preside também aos principais ritos para-
lelos a0 “cristianismo oficial”. E até algumas vitivas, que conhecem parte
desse reportério littirgico, recolhem daf beneficios sociais®. Grupo de idade
e influéncia religiosa vio ser os dois factores decisivos na constituicio do
orgio politico com verdadeira influéncia na vida da ilha.

O sociolinguista citado, German de Granda, nio sé assinalou a “frag-
mentacio da sociedade em quatro grupos de idade”, como associou cada
um a “instituicio de um vidyil”, sendo para esse autor, na época em que
nvestigava, o vidyil (ou viyil) “o conjunto de individuos do sexo masculino
pertencentes a cada um dos grupos de idade” e, a0 mesmo tempo, “o lugar
em que se retne cada grupo de idade”. O mesmo autor identifica quatro
desses locais: vidyil gandyi, vidyil josdlo, vidyil basu jadyi e vidyil sangi moda
(este Gltimo formado por adolescentes)*, '

De todos eles, o tinico com fungdes politicas alargadas é o vidyil gan-
dyi, constituido pelo grupo dos mais velhos (um verdadeiro Conselho de

* Sobre a religido em Ano Bom, ver a nossa comunicacio “Medo e religido popular na ilha de Ano Bom. Uma
aproximagio histérica (séculos XVI-XIX)”, apresentada no congresso internacional O espago atldntico do Antigo Regime:
poderes ¢ sociedades, Faculdade de Ciéncias Sociais ¢ Humanas da Universidade Nova de Lisboa, 2 2 5 de Novembro
de 2005 (actas em publicacio). :

* Germin de Granda Gutierrez, “Sociolinguistica de un microespacio criollo portugues de Africa (Annobén)™, in
Estudios de Linguistic Afro-Romaica, Valladolid, Publicaciones de la Universidad, pp. 154-155.
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Ancidos) e agregando ainda na sua composi¢io 0‘ s~acrist§0—1naior (sanfint&
gueza Nganyi), o mestre-escola (mefiscolo) e o capitio-mor ou governa o;
O conselho retine-se todas as tardes (mas prolongar.ldcj—se por Ve~zesd
sessoes até a noite), cabendo, aparentemente, ao sacristio a direc¢io wos
trabalhos e sendo as decisdes tomadas por CQnsenso. O local d? I’?ur}llac;,
com wma cruz colocada a entrada, era considerado sagrado e 1nv1olavel,
podendo, por isso, servir de local de a.sﬂo, por exemplo a n‘mlheres nlil;
tratadas pelos maridos. Todos os participantes se comprometiam a mante
secreto o conteudo das reunides. ' I
Embora nio possamos determinar com rigor os Poderes do vi C{l .gai vi,
eles sio, pelo menos em teoria, ilimitados. Nom‘e1~a o governador e, enj
situacdes especiais, o sacristio-maior®. Toma 4€c1soes en} todos ?s assun
tos q’ue tém a ver com a comunidade. Tem ainda funcdes slobelarllas em
matéria de justi¢a, sobretudo nos casos em que toda a C([)njlunlda.dﬁi Julgtz}\(a
sentir-se ameacada®®, nomeadamente nos casos de adultério femlm;o,a 21;
ticaria e blasfémia. Nestas situacdes, que podiam envolver a c(;)n en Z N
3 morte, era convocado para as reunides um elemer?to‘ de cada Aum °
outros vidyil (2 excepgdo, provavelmente.do dos mais jovens). As Pen s
para o adultério e a blasfémia eram, no pior dos .cas'os, a Eorte por aﬁ;—)
drejamento. Os condenados por feiticaria (na 1113101:1;1 mulh eres, mgimdo
exclusivamente) ou eram isolados nas suas casas, nao s§ es ];1)'61‘1111 d
qualquer contacto com o exterior (e sendo-lhes fornecida a ;111;ef1tz}112a(;
minima), ou embarcados numa canoa velha com um~ pouco de . arin 1
uma cabaca de 4gua, tendo certa a morte quando ndo conseguiam, pela
forca das correntes, aportar a Sio Tomé. ’ o e
Nio dispomos de elementos para saber a que epoczlt re‘monta a v1sa(<1) 1
grupos de idade e a correspondente existéncia de um vidyil Pc?r cada um de es.
Podemos admitir, alids, que comegasse por existir uma espécie dedAssemblela
Popular para todos os homens adultos e que mais tarde os seus poderes passas

5 = . . a
R .
(o] poder do sacristio era vitalicio. Tinha dois acolitos por ele escolhidos e quando tudo corria normalmente, era

um deles que lhe sucedia. } e formalidade’” ¢ que
% Um portugués que esteve na ilha em 1770 dizia que o governo da mesma era “sem lei ne

¢, Cx i . s, S. Tomé
“s6 castigavam o delito que ofende a todos por publico”. AHU, S.Tomé, Cx. 12, doc. 23, cit. (C. A. Neves

¢ Principe..., cit., p. 271).

63



TRABALHO FORGCADO AFRICANO

sem para os mais velhos, por razdes de funcionalidade e pelo respeito, de que
temos abundantes exemplos, que a comunidade tinha pelos idosos.

Os conegos-missionarios ja varias vezes citados, que estiveram na ilha
em 1770-1772 (nio entendendo, é certo, grande coisa do funcionamento
da sociedade anobonense), referem muitas vezes as “decisées do povo” e
a forma como essas decisdes eram respeitadas pelos particulares. A mesma
fonte fala também de um “Conselho” que se reunia diariamente. O “povo”
e 0 “Conselho” eram a mesma coisa? E o “povo” que decide o que os mis-
siondrios podem ou nio fazer; o “povo” nomeia e envia-lhes delegacdes, e
estas, por sua vez, precisam de ouvir de novo o “povo’ antes de tomarem
qualquer decisio”. Quando, em 1778, ha a tentativa de transferéncia da
posse da ilha para Espanha, o comissirio portugués chamou o capitio-mor
€ 0 sacristdo, que, segundo ele, “sio os que governam”, e “intimando-lhes
as ordens de S. Majestade e a sua vontade, e que em virtude delas era pre-
ciso que jurassem obediéncia a El-Rei de Espanha, me responderam os
dois todos atemorizados que era preciso convocar o Povo™#,

Seja como for e seja qual for a composicio dessa assembleia, desde cedo
€ a um 6rgio colectivo, proximo do que ja era ou vird a ser o vidyil gandyi,
que cabia a direc¢do politica da comunidade, sendo claro o propésito de se
evitar qualquer forma de poder pessoal, Segundo os referidos missionarios,
um dos costumes “criticiveis” dos moradores de Ano Bom era “nio permi-
tirem que, entre eles mesmos, haja algum que os governe”* .

Esse foi, provavelmente, um dos principais méritos do sistema politico
implantado em Ano Bom por homens que prezavam acima de tudo a sua
liberdade®. Além disso, o sistema mostrou, no controlo do poder, a neces-
siria rigidez e a suficiente flexibilidade para conseguir manter, sem confli-
tos graves, a coesio da comunidade.

7 AHU, S.Tomé, Cx. 13, doc. 15, 20 de Dezembro de 1770 (C. A. Neves, S. Tonié ¢ Principe. .., cit., p. 278).

" AHU, S.Tomé, Cx. 16, doc. 63, Carta do comissirio portugués Frei Luis de Castro, 30 de Novembro de 1778 (C.
A. Neves, S. Tomé ¢ Principe..., cit., p. 376).

* AHU, S.Tomé, Cx. 13, doc. 15, 8 de Janeiro de 1771 (C. A. Neves, S. Tomé ¢ Principe. ., cit., p. 300).

* «Amam hasta el furor la liberdad, porque estin viendo todos los dias los efectos de su pérdida». ] Moros y Morellon,
“Memoria ...”, cit., p. 27.
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Essa coesdo vai traduzir-se na formacio de uma consciéncia nacional
ue ja éstava perfeitamente consolidada no secu.lo XI}‘(‘ (e eventualmente
. Um missionario espanhol mostra os habltar{te’s’51 tan amantes de su
ais” que “para ellos no hay cosa mejor ql’le Annobdén™'. E anha Mat;os,
Pue contactou, nas primeiras décadas do século XIX, a comumda/de .ano ?—
,gense de Sio Tomé (formada em condi¢des bastante desagradaveis), nio
refere coisas muito diferentes: “Para eles a ilha de Ano ‘Bom, a que cha-
mam Anibd, é o paraiso terreal, tal &€ o amor que os existentes na 11?3 de
Sio Tomé conservam aquela pétn?, donde qua‘sAe thos f9r3111 expu,sos e
expostos 3s ondas como feiticeiros”>?. Essa consciéncia nacional ma.ntem—lie
até hoje, apesar das contingéncias da histéria, nomeadamente as mais rece

que ndo tém sido favoraveis 4 pequena ilha equatorial.

antes).

tes,

jas” fci it., p. 88.
3 P Epifanio Doce, “Notas Aclaratorias” a M. Zamora Loboch, ]\l«.u‘tua,l..j cit., Vp o, Minisirio d Jusien
2R ]. da Cunha Matos, Compéudio Histérico das Possessdes de Portugal na Africa, Rio de Janeiro, ¢

¢ Negdcios Interiores, 1963, p. 217.
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The Atlantic networks
of the Benguela slave trade (1730-1800)

ROQUINALDO FERREIRA’

Introduction

Since the pioneering study by Pierre Verger on the links between Bahia
and West Africa, several studies have emphasized the bilateral nature of
the trading networks that underpinned the trade in slaves between Brazil
and Africa.! For example, Robin Law and Kristen Mann have built upon
Verger’s work to further understand how merchants operating these trading
networks created an “Atlantic community” by establishing strong cultural
and commercial links between Africa and Brazil.? “Atlantic community”
is a concept that implies creolization as well, since merchants would draw
on elements of African culture in various ways to better conduct business,
as they did elsewhere in Africa.’ In Angola, this issue has been recently
examined in José Curto’s study of the diasporic nature of the Benguela
merchant community in the late eighteenth century.*

“University of Virginia.

! Pierre Verger, Fluxo e Refluxo do Trdfico de Escravos entre o Golfo do Benin ¢ a Bahia de Todos os Santos dos Séculos XVII
a XIX. Bahia, Corrupio: 1988.

2 Robin Law and Kristin Mann, “West Africa in the Atantic Community: the Case of the Slave Coast”, William
and Mary Quarterly, vol. LVI, no. 2, 1999, pp. 307-331.

3 Phyllis Martin, “Family Strategies in the Nineteenth-Century Cabinda”, Joumal of Afticant History, vol. 28, no. 1,
1987, pp. 65-86; David Eltis, Econiomic Growtli and the Euding of the Transatlantic Slave Trade. New York, Oxford
University Press: 1987; Paul Lovejoy and David Richardson, “Trust, Pawnship, and Atlantic History: the Institutional
Foundations of the Old Calabar Slave Trade™, American Historical Review, vol. 104, no. 2, 1999, pp. 333-355.

* Curto provides an extensive bibliography of studies examining Brazilian links with Africa. See José Curto,
“Movers of Slaves: the Brazilian Community in Benguela (Angola), ¢. 1722-1832". Unpublished paper delivered
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This chapter builds upon this historiography to analyze the Atlantj
networks that underpinned the Benguela trade in the second half o
the eighteenth century. The chapter first examines unofficial slaving i
Benguela (also known as contrabando) and then analyzes the rise of Braziliap
mvestments in Benguela. It highlights the importance of Indian textile
in the coastal trade and argues that access to these textiles in Brazil gave
Brazilian merchants investing in Benguela a critical advantage in relation to
metropolitan merchants. The chapter then closely analyzes Benguela mer-
chant community” background and seeks to further understand their busi-
ness strategies. It examines the transatlantic trading networks that underpin-
ned the trade in slaves by using wills written by merchants operating out o
Benguela and demonstrating the strong dependency of Benguela on Rig
de Janeiro for funding for slaving.

Unofficial slaving

In the 1760s, the Luanda administration related the growth of unofficial
slaving by foreign ships off the coast of Benguela to unofficial embarkations
of slaves in northem Angola by French, British and Dutch ships.> However,
the evidence indicates that the backdrop to the rise of unofficial slaving in
the mid-eighteenth century was provided by pirate activity off the coast
of Benguela beginning as early as the 1650s.% Although piracy was fueled
by simmering skirmishes between Portuguese and Dutch ships along the
Angolan coast in the 1650s, foreign ships soon shifted from preying on ships
carrying slaves to Luanda to establishing commercial links with Benguela.” In
1699, in order to crackdown on early unofficial slaving, the Luanda govern-

at International Symposium “Angola on the Move: Transport Routes, Communications, and History”, Berlin,
2003, p. 2.

> “Meméria sobre Benguela”, undated but around 1767, AHU, Angola, cx. 52, doc. 45.

¢ Anténio de Oliveira Cadorega, Histéria Geral das Guerras Angolanas. Lisboa, Agéncia Geral das Colénias: 1940, v. 2, pp-
137, 163-164, 173; Elias Alexandre da Silva Corréa, Histdria de Angola. Lisboa, Editorial Atica: 1937, vol. 1, p. 276.
7 “Assento do Senado da Cimara de Luanda” on February 3, 1651, BML, céd. 1, fls. 10-11v.; “Carta do Senado
de Cimara” on February 3, 1651, BML, céd. 6, fls. 96v.-97; “CCU” on April 27, 1660, AHU, cod. 15, fl. 315v.
“CCU” on November 22, 1683, AHU, Angola, cx. 12, doc. 116.
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ot unsuccessfully attempted to limit the length of ships’ stays in Benguela
n considered establishing a colonial outpost in Kikombo between

me
and eve
Luanda and Benguela in 17278 ' '

In the eighteenth century, the French were the. most- actfvely involved
in unofficial slaving in Benguela.” The French, in Miller’s view, were
g to make up for the loss of influence over slave‘—s~upply1ng regions
in Senegambia and were taking advantage of “the inability of Portuguese
traders to supply firearms [that] left an unmet dem.and thé‘l‘t encouraged the
French to ‘smuggle’”.'” According to Miller’s estimates “at a rough guess
Erench and British ships captains together probably boarded slaves on the
order of 1,000 or so each year along all the coast south of Luanda in the
1750s".1" '

As opposed to northern Angola, where slaves were loaded'from v'ar101..15
locations along the coasts of Cabinda and Loango, unofficial slaving in
southern Angola gradually became focused on Portugt.lese controlled
Benguela.'? The reasons why Benguela became a focal point of what was
deemed “smuggling” by Luanda authorities were twofold: first, the par-
ticipation of local bureaucrats in the trade with foreigners; and second,
Benguela’s isolation from Luanda. These two factors .mac'IC the Luanda
government’s attempts to crack down on unofficial slaving ineftective and
:reated an environment highly conducive to illegal activities.

¢ “Provisio Régia” on October 20, 1699, AHN, c6d. 293, fls. 29v.-30. For the continuation of’ s_muggling and ;hipslcil?ing
into Benguela, see “CCU” on January 29, 1711, AHU, c6d. 20, fls. 303-304; “C’arta do Ouvidor Gcn?l“de [}1:0?0 a l.\/1011
June 19, 1719, AHU, Angola, cx. 20, doc. 103; “CCU” on May 5, 1721, AHU, céd. 554, fls. 148\'.:15(‘)(, CC” on aly
5, 1721, AHU, cdd. 554, fls. 148v.-150; “CCU” on January 12, 1722, AHU, c6d. 21, fls. 452v.7434;“ CCLL on March
32) 1722, AHU, c6d. 907, fls. 213-213v.; “CCU” on January 7, 1724, AHU, céd. 908, fls. 53—5‘3v.;- ?CU on June 8,
17,25, AHU, céd. 22, fls. 163-163v.; “Carta Régia” on July 28, 1733, AHU, c6d. 54’6,‘f!; 81v.; “Peticio de Bartolo;leu
Duarte da Siqueira” on March 22, 1738, AHU, Angola, cx. 30, doc. 81; “Provisio Régia” on July 17, 1739, BNR], doc.
1-12, 3, 31, fls. 58v.-59; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on July 6, 1727, AHN, 1, fls. 36-36v.

9« égia” on September 11, 1755, AHU, céd. 546. o

1 jco:::;;;lpl:/iﬁlir, Way Schath: Merchant Capitalisni and the Angolan Slave Trade, 1730-1830. Madison, University of
Wisconsin Press: 1988, pp. 78, 278.

' Mi g . 227, 616-617.

2 ?\ﬁtﬁii ll//[l//(;};r g’%ﬂ:;;,?p. 200-201, 208, 222; “Representacio dos Moradores de Luanda” on January 19, 1655,
AHU, Angola, cx. 6, doc. 61; “Carta do Procurador da Fazenda Real de Angola” on September 2, 17-217, AI(;I s
Angola, cx. 21, doc. 50; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on September 14, 1721, AHU, Angola, cx. 21, doc.
54; “Registro da Resposta do Senado da Cimara” in September 1721, BML, cod. 12, fls. 313-?:17.‘See also Susan
Brodhead, “Trade and Politics on the Congo Coast: 1770-1870". PhDD Dissertation, Boston University, 1971.
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Several examples demonstrate that officials stationed in Benguela hag
been born either in Luanda or Brazil and shared very little of the coloniy]
administration’s concerns about smuggling. Between 1727 and 1730, for
example, the position of overseer of the Royal Treasury was held by officialg
bomn in either Luanda or Benguela."” In 1729, the sargento-mor of Benguely
Manoel Gomes Cabral was described as “the son of the sargento-mor Antonig
Gomes Cabral and of Branca, who was a black woman from Benguela”,“
Luanda-born officials held either the position overseer of the Royal Treasury
or they were judges in 1741 and 1747." In 1747, Felix de Lima, an official
born in Bahia, held the position of overseer of the Royal Treasury while also
serving as a judge.'® In the 1760s, José Vieira Dias, also born in Bahia, held
the position of military commander of Kakonda and later of Benguela.!?

Most of the individuals who took up positions in the Benguela bureau-
cracy had been sent to the city as criminals or political exiles and were incli-
ned to allow illegal activities to thrive because they were either underpaid
or unpaid by the colonial administration.”® As demonstrated by Manoel de
Souza, who improperly allowed a ship to take slaves to Brazil in exchange
for money in 1742, officials routinely failed to follow instructions issued
by Luanda.” Their loyalty and performance were openly questioned by
the governor based in Luanda in 1750.%° In the 1760s, Governor Souza
Coutinho remarked that the only way to enforce laws in Benguela would be
to increase the number of officials born in Europe.?' The lack of strict colo-|
nial control created such a positive business environment that in addition to

\

* “Provisio do Governador de Angola” on October 10, AHN, céd. 362; “Provisio do Governador de Angola” o

August 31, 1728, AHN, céd. 362, fls. 148v.-149; “Provisio do Govemadoy de Angola” on April 4, 1730, AHN
cdd. 362, fl. 176v.

'* “Carta Patente” on March 3, 1729, AHN, c4d. 300, fl. 228.
15 “Provisio do Governador de Angola” on October 8, 1741, AHN, céd. 299, fls. 161v.-162; “Provisio d
Governador de Angola” on October 14, 1741, AHN, céd. 299, fls. 162-162v.; “Provisio do Governador de Angola
on February 7, 1749, AHN, céd. 299, fls. 345-345v.

1% “Provisio do Governador de Angola” on July 20, 1747, AHN, céd. 299, fls. 299.

17 “Peticio do Capitio José Vieira de Araitjo” in 1780, AHU, Angola, cx. 63, doc. 58. !
'8 “Peticio de Manoel de Siqueira Monteiro” in 1732, AHU, Angola, cx. 27, doc. 58; “Carta da Junta da Re
Fazenda de Angola” on June 3, 1770, AHU, Angola, cx. 54, doc. 28.

1 “Carta Régia” on June 30, 1742, AHU, céd. 546, fls. 126-126v.

* “Resposta do Governador de Angola” on December 30, 1750, AHN, c6d. 2, fl. 44.

2 “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on December 16, 1767, AHU, Angola, cx. 51, doc. 59.
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foreign merchants, some Luanda-based merchamtsT such E}S Francisco Iioque
Souto and José dos Santos Torres, also sought to invest in Benguela..w

The second reason why unofficial slaving became SO peryaswe was
Benguela’s isolation from Luanda, which mgde it m(‘)re difficult for
Luanda-based authorities to oversee events taking place in Benguela and
unofficial slaving. This isolation was related to the fact that contacts

curb S . .
via land between Luanda and Benguela were still virtually impossible

in the mid-eighteenth century and the only way to reach the city from
Luanda was by boat trips that could last up to four months.?> Most of the
time, in fact, slave ships calling in Benguela on their way tg Luanda were
the only way of contact between the two cities.** Even during th.e tenure
of Governor Francisco Inocéncio de Souza Coutinho, when colonial admi-
nistration was strengthened through the creation of a hospital and a fort,
Benguela remained essentially isolated.?

2 Erancisco Roque Souto was a slave ship captain who became the Kakonda. commander and later_ married thé daughter
of a Kissama ruler. He also led a military campaign against the Matamba ruler in the 1740s before being ancstid in Fuanda
in 1748. See “Carta do Governador de Angola” on September 24, 1739, AHU, Angola, c“\ 31, do}c.VSj'); Regimento
do Capitio Mor Francisco Roque Souto” on May 8, 1744, AHU, Angola, cx. 34, doc. 18; “Carta Régia” on September
19, 1746, AHU, céd. 546, fl. 151; “Carta do Governador de Pernambuco™ on January 27, 1747,“AH[{, Pemambt.lco,
cx, 65, doc. 5510; “Peti¢io de Francisco Roque Souto” in 1748, AHU, Angola, cx. 36, doc.. 66; “Peticio de Franilsco
Roque Souto” on September 24, 1749, AHU, Angola, cx. 36, doc. 111; “Carta do 9uv1dor Geral de Angola or}
October 15, 1749, AHU, Angola, cx. 36, doc. 117; “CCU” on July 22, 1751, AHU, céd. 25, Aﬂ& 206v.-207. For José
dos Santos Torres’ business in Benguela, see Chapter Two and “Conta do Custo e Costeamento” in 1763, AHU, Angola,
q . 19.

;ki:ﬁ!t:‘;clength of the trip from Luanda to Benguela, see “Carta do Governador de Angola” on January 7, 1759,
AHU, Angola, cx. 39, doc. 89. In 1762, for example, the Angolan governor reported that only three people had
been able to travel from Benguela to Luanda via land and that cattle had been taken to Luanda from Benguela only
with the permission of African authorities. See “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on May 9, 1762, AHU, Ang‘olfl,
cx. 45. For a case of a ship that took two months to travel from Luanda to Benguela, see “Carta do Coronel Anténio
Paes de Faria” on June 1, 1759, BNL, CP, céd. 624, fl. 238. See also Miller, Way of Death, p. 321. o

2 The key role played by slave ships in the links between the two cities became clear when Lispon ?ms?d legislation pr'o-
hibiting slave ships bound Brazil to Luanda from calling into Benguela. The justification for this legislation was that 4sh1ps
bound for Luanda would stop over in Benguela and sell their cargos to the detriment of the Luanda trade. See “Oficio do
Governador de Angola” on June 28, 1762, AHU, Angola, cx. 45, doc. 58; “Oficio do Govemnador de Angola” on July
10, 1762, AHU, Angola, cx. 45, doc. 68; “Oficio da Mesa de Inspegio do Rio de Janeiro” on March 27, ]7.63' AHU,
Rio de Janeiro, cx. 56, doc. 128. However, Governor Anténio Vasconcellos called for a review of the policy so that
institutional links between the two cities were not severed. See “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on August 10, 1762,
AHU, Angola, cx. 45, doc. 72. By mid-1760s, ships bound from Brazil to Luanda resumed stopping over in Benguela.
See “Conferéncia do Comércio” on June 15, 1765, AHN, céd. 5509, fls. 13v.-14; AHN, c6d. 12289, fl. 23v. 4

* In addition, Souza Coutinho provided enthusiastic support for plans to promote settlements in Kakonda and bring
white settlers to Benguela, but royal expenditures in Benguela in 1770 suggest little royal commitment to Souza
Coutinho’s plans. See “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on December 16, 1767, AHU, Angola, cx. 51, doc. 59,
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| of French ships slaving off the coast of Benguela increased during the
e decades of the eighteenth century.”® Between 1791 and 1793, for
e WV;) 47 foreign ships, mostly French, entered Benguela.’" Illegal activi-
e neated the Benguela bureaucracy that the juiz de fora (judge) and
- Iz)err were arrested on charges of complicity with unofficial French

Despite early warnings that larger exports of slaves would inevitably
lead to further unofficial slaving in Benguela, the first serious step to crack
down on unofficial slaving came only in 1769 with the foundation of a presi.
dio (colonial outpost) in Novo Redondo between Luanda and Benguela
In addition to curbing unofficial slaving, the Novo Redondo presidio wag
also established out of fears that an increase in the number of foreign shipsi
would either jeopardize Portuguese sovereignty over southern Angola‘
or create a situation like in Cabinda or Loango, where the Portuguese
claimed sovereignty but did not actually control the area. Furthermore,
Luanda officials also hoped they could establish communication via land
with Benguela and perhaps finally accomplish long-standing dreams of dis-
covering copper mines in Angola.” Neither of these goals was ever accom-
plished, however, and foreigners continued to embark slaves.28 Worse, the:
number of Benguela merchants engaging in commercial activities grew i
tandem with unofficial slaving by foreigners.” Although the fear of foreign
involvement was sufficient to prompt the Luanda government to support.
an expedition to reassert colonial authority in southern Angola, the num

t
govern 2
Javers in 1795.%

Bragzilian investment

While at least eight ships sailed from Lisbon to load slaves in Bengue}a
between 1728 and 1735, only four ships from Lisllaon. embarked slaves‘m
the city between 1739 and 1763.3 These numbers indicate that the dec-h.ne
of Lisbon’s participation in the trade correlated with the growth of Bra?@an
investments in the early 1730s. To handle their business in Benguela, Brazilians
began stationing agents in the city. In 1737, for examPle, Manoel Menfonga
Furtado wrote a petition to the Portuguese Crown saying that he was a busi-
nessman living in the Benguela presidio and that he had gone there to co_nduct
business, and because he was finished with his dealings [in Benguela], he inten-

PR . L« : » ‘ Jo 19 34 A
ANTT, Ministério do Reino, mago 605, cx. 708; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on December 16, 1767, ded to return to Portugal d’]IOllgh one Of the Brazlhan pOI'tS *In 1754, JOSe

AHU, Angola, cx. 51, doc. 62; “Meméria sobre Benguela escrita por Inocéncio de Souza Coutinho” in 1767, AHU,
Angola, cx. 52, doc. 45; “Bando sobre as Feiras nos Sertdes de Benguela e Caconda” on September 23, 1768, AHN,
cod. 12289, fls. 84v.-86v.; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on October 18, 1769 in Arquivos de Angola, Luanda,
Imprensa Nacional: 1933, vol. 1, no. 1, October, 1933; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on April 3, 1771, AHN;
cod. 3, fls. 95v.-96v. For a late assessment of the measures undertaken in the 1760s, see “Instrucdes do Governador
de Benguela” in 1825, AHN, c6d. 7183, fls. 42v.-45. . :
* “Carta para o Governador de Angola” on November 18, 1761, AHU, céd. 408. See also Miller, Way of Death, .
p. 603.

* “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on June 10, 1764, AHN, céd. 3, fls. 100v.-102v.; “Carta do Governador de
Angola” on September 23, 1764, BNL, céd. 8553, fls. 92v.-95; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on August 14 !
1768, AHN, cod. 79, fls. 124v.-125v.; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on August 15, 1768, AHU, Angola, cx.
51; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on January 7, 1769, AHN, céd. 79, fls. 182v.-184; “Oficio do Governador:
de Angola” on January 12, 1769, AHN, céd. 3, fls. 7-8; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on May 16, 1769
ANTT, Ministério do Reino, maco 606, cx. 708; BNL, céd. 8553, fls. 107-112v.; “Oficio do Governador d
Angola” on October 30, 1769, AHU, Angola, cx. 53, doc. 76; BNL, c4d. 8553, Fls. 107-112v.

* “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on August 28, 1770, AHU, cx. 54, doc. 84; “Oficio do Governador d
Angola” on March 31, 1773, AHU, Angola, cx. 57, doc. 19; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on September 24,

 For the expedition to Cabo Negro, see “Carta do Govemador'de Angola” on August ‘3, 1178§, ATL];;ICIOdai():i
“Carta do Governador de Angola” on August 12, 1787, AHU, cbd. 1642, For French sl;1p-s jca)\;ng 1d Gogvuem;dor
«Carta do Governador de Benguela” on April 19, 1786, AHU, Angola,“cx. 71, doc. 25; . 1613 ;‘)3 ovendor
de Benguela” on October 12, 1788, AHU, Angola, cx. 73, doc. 44; ”C'arm d_o Governa 1cu;r fsd 16215,7. “Cam;
November 27, 1790, AHU, céd. 1627; “Carta do Governador de Angola muApnl 1791, AH ,dco d ;\_ ,Ola" On
do Governador de Angola” on June 12, 1790, AHU, Angola, cx. 75, doc. 25; Carm“do Gover;l;x (13;91& Ar;;gN -
August 15, 1790, AHU, Angola, cx. 75, doc. 35; “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on June 21, v s R .
440, fls. 4-10; “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on July 21, 1791, AHU, Augol:f, c*( ?6, doc. 4 w0
3 “Nota sobre o Comércio de Benguela” undated but around 1791, ANTT, Ministério do Reino, ma’;;So ‘ s
cx. 708; “Certidio do Escrivio da Real Fazenda de Benguela” on January 2, 1793, AHU, Angoln,- c;(o d, 0;:
17, “Certidio do Escrivio da Fazenda Real de Benguela” on January 4, 1794, AHU, Angola,éix.é’) ,S;c.ﬂs(;
“Representagio da Cimara Municipal de Benguela” on November 7, 1793, AHU, céd. 409, fls. 62-62v. 2

i y 2 . 227, 616-617. ;
i\z/l‘lll:;;;t:l;‘:)) g;)]\?;:ri:::lgfd:;ngola” on April 15, 1791, AHU, céd. 1627; “Carta do Go?zemador de Benguela 0:\{_&11{1]&
21, 1791, AHN, céd. 440, fls. 4-10; “Representacio da Cimara Municipal de Bengu‘ela’ on November 7, 1793, o s
c(');i. 409, fls. 62-62v.; “Resolucio Régia” on April 8, 1795, AHU, céd. 1633; “Oficio do Governador de ]%anlze;; on
July 27, 1796, AHN, cbd. 441, fls. 1-5v.; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on July 28, 1796, AHU, cod. .
¥ AHU, céd. 2041; ANTT, junta do Comércio, livro 74.
3 “Peticio de Manoel Mendonca Furtado” in 1737, AHU, Angola, cx. 30, doc. 8.

1774, AHU, Angola, cx. 60. By the early 1790s, the presidio itself had turned into a focal point of illegal activities.
See “Carta do Governador de Angola” on October 11, 1791, AHU, céd. 1628; “Oficio do Governador de Angola’
on November 5, 1791, AHU, c4d. 1633; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on December 18, 1791, AHU, céd
1628; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on December 28, 1791, AHN, céd. 246, fls. 9v.-10.
* “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on January 12, 1780, AHU, Angola, cx. 63, doc. 3-A.
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Caetano de Aratjo, a merchant based in Rio, stated that “he was a mer.
chant operating in the trade in Luanda and Benguela and that he wanted to

settle in Benguela for a few years because of the man

y commercial dealings
he had in the city” 3

Miller has asserted that “the financing of the Benguela trade involveq
far less foreign capital than that of Luanda”.3 In fact, the financing struc-
ture of the Benguela trade might have been significantly influenced by the
availability and price of goods in Brazil that were used to fund slaving in
Benguela.”” However, despite evidence pointing to the crucial importance
of goods that Brazilian investors shipped to Benguela, historians still lack
detailed knowledge on these commodities, since the only systematic exami-
nation of the use of a Brazilian commodity in Benguela focuses on jeribitg
(Brazilian rum), which accounted for only approximately eight percent of
the slaves traded in that region.®

Because the growth of Brazilian gold mining took place almost simulta-
neously with the increase of exports of slaves from Benguela, it seems pos-
sible at first glance that Brazilian merchants were using the same strategy in
Benguela that they had used in West Africa — exchanging Brazilian gold for
slaves. As described in Chapter Two, Vasco Lourenco Menezes, a2 merchant
who had been the holder of the contract to collect duties on slaves exported
from Luanda and who was also a significant investor in Brazilian gold mining,
dispatched ships directly to Benguela to purchase slaves in the late 1720s. In
the 1730s, Lisbon prevented the governor of Rio de Janeiro from prohibiting
ships sailing from Rio to Angola from carrying gold, which seems to indicate
some metropolitan leniency regarding the use of gold in Angola.” However,

* “Peti¢io de José Caetano de Araljo” on September 11, 1754, AHU, Angola, cx. 39, doc. 64.
* Miller, Way of Death, p. 196.

7 It was not uncommon, for example, for merchants to re
that the goods they had taken to Benguela would
“Requerimento de Teodézio Dias” in 1740, AHU
Pestana” on March 2

quest licenses to travel twice to Benguela on the grounds
generate too many slaves to transport to Brazil at one time. See
, Rio de Janeiro, CA, 11306; “Requerimento de Salvador Alves
, 1746, AHU, Rio de Janeiro, CA, nos. 14040, AHU, Rio de Janeiro, cx. 45, doc. 46.

¥ José Curto, “Luso-Brazilian Alcohol and the Legal Slave Trade at Benguela and its Hinterland (1617-1830)”

Hubert Bonin and Michael Cahen (eds.), Négoce Blanc en Afrigue Noire. Bordeaux, Publications de la
d'histoire d’outre-mer: 2001, p. 364.

, in
Société Francaise

* “Informacio do Governador do Rio de Janciro™ on October 11, 173

2, AHU, Rio de Janeiro, CA, 7645-7648
“Carta do Governador do Rio de Janeiro” on March 12,

1734, AHU, Rio de Janeiro, cx. 29, doc. 14.
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h k of Russell-Wood suggests that Brazilians did not use gold to trade
the woO
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. 1 Cla. . . , :

m ]13\2 g;ants investing in Benguela certainly used missangas (beads), which
erch :

o important in the city that they were used as currency.*! Missangas
e ht-after by Africans because they were worn as adornments to
\;\{ere Sougalth and prestige, as well as affiliation with powerful patrons.
disply ‘We to colonial reports from Novo Redondo in 1797, “the number
ACCO‘Y dmgas [locally called dongos| that [Africans] wore around their necks
o f"‘““”g rding to the wealth of their patrons”.* Furthermore, together
Va'ﬂed acccc)h ships slaving off the Benguela coast, Brazilian investors also
e dFr'en npowder, violating royal regulation prohibiting the use of
e a1g1lc11 gunpowder in Angola. Although the Luanda govement
Weaponsd to establish stricter controls in the early 1760s, official limitations
3‘3temfte ely ignored.* The amount of gunpowder in Benguela was estimated
we;f)oarfarz’els in 1786 and the number of firearms stood at approximately
it6 000.4 In 1800, 583 barrels of gunpowder were imported to Benguela

: els were sent to the interior.”

and])zfs;itznthe importance of missangas, firearms a‘n.d gugpowdi;r, t}txe
evidence indicates that most of the car.go <?n Bra@han sh.1ps s? 11;54 g)
‘Benguela consisted of European and, pnmanly, Indxa.n texmlzs.‘ nﬁl ) ;
for example, the Rio de Janeiro-based Miguel Mont‘exro Cgr eiro et .
Jawsuit against José da Cruz Cabral aimed at recovering his mvles}:rrclierg "
the cargo of goods shipped to Benguela. M(.)nteuro and Cabra ‘ a g .ecz
partners on an expedition to embark slaves in Benguela that turned into

@ A, J. R. Rassell-Wood, “Holy and Unholy Alliances: Cleric.al szrticipatit»m in t}]e Elo;v I:efv]ili}/hc::) lfrch(;l f:\z-:l’
o P.ortugal during the Reign of Dom Jodo V (1706-1750)", Hispanic American Historica , vol. 80,

2 . L
*2‘0‘(‘)2,01:1’((:81"3&:1;:1 do Comércio” on June 15, 1765, AHN, cod. 5509, fls. 13v.-14; AHN, céd. 12289, fl. 23v.; “Carta
do Capitio Mor de Caconda” on January 4, 1799, AHU, Angola, cx. 90, doc. 1381. s
2 “Noticias do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on October 25, 1797, IHQB, lata 31, pas (; . | AU, cod. 405
# “Carta do Secretario de FEstado” on November 21, 1761, AHN, c6d. 12289, fis. 8V.—dv.Azu o On,December
“Oficio do Governader de Angola” on June 2, 1766, AHN, céd. 3, fls. 177:178v.; Carta ,),e) 1r;g8<z) N
3, 1767, AHN, cod. 79, fls. 42v.-43; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on February 22, 5 B
::‘)(;‘I(\)/ff;méria sobre o Abuso Pernicioso do Comércio deste Sertﬁo’i on November 12, 17?6, AHU;EX.LZ]L’;\{:E&G&
% “Mapa dos Barris de Polvora em Benguela” in 1800, AHN, cod. 442, fl. 173v1 For atcé' uslem.ug)4
Mbailundo, see “Carta do Governador de Angola” on February 15, 1815, AHN, cod. 240, fls. 10 .
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a tragedy when slaves revolted onboard and killed Cabral % According to-
Monteiro, the commodities used to buy the slaves had been purchased in
Rio de Janeiro and consisted primarily of textiles, including both European |
textiles known as serafina and Indian textiles. ¥

, had spent 20 years dealing in slaves in Huambo, Kakonda a‘nd Kilengu‘es,

- d that “first-rate slaves cost between 40 and 45 panos [pieces (?ffabnc]
Sta;ere the administration of Governor José Doutel de Andrade [in 1789]
l;dollow they cost between 75 and 80 paros”.>!

. . : ) . . e i 1 Benguela, the
In Benguela city, Indian textiles were the primary goods used to conduct - From the point of view of slave merchants in coasta g

business and the Indian textiles zuarte and coromandel were worth 6,000 réis,
while borralhos and cddea textiles were worth 3,000 #éis each. According to
several reports by colonial administrators, those who wished to receive pay-
ments for loans in cash and not in Indian textiles lost between 25 percent -
and 50 percent of the value of the payments.** Furthermore, as demonstrated -
by a report written in Novo Redondo in 1797, Indian textiles were highly
sought-after by Africans because they were Important in terms of fashion and
prestige: “they [Africans] highly appreciate zuarte, with which they cover
themselves from the waist up. They tie the piece of zuarte [they are wearing]
with one piece of [the Indian textile] baeta (...) and if they are authorities
such as a soba, macota (which they call advisor) or the son of a soba, they also
wear a [piece] of blue baeta over their shoulders...” *

Most of the transactions to purchase slaves in the interior also relied on
Indian textiles. Not surprisingly, the sertanejo (trader) José de Assuncio Mello
took both European and Indian textiles, in addition to missangas, with him
when he first traveled to the eastern Luvale region in the early 1790s. In the
central highlands, Manoel José da Cruz, a Benguela-based merchant who'

ilability of Indian textiles was crucial to guarantee control of the coastal
_ava

trade. More importantly, the evidence suggests that the fact that Braz?lian
merchants could tap into trading networks bringing textiles from India to
northern Brazil might have given them an edge in the 3enguela trad.e‘
As demonstrated in Chapter One, ships sailirilg from India would ca}l ;ln
Salvador and sell their cargos of Indian textll.es. In t‘he first hglf of tlz
eighteenth century, the trade was so intense in Eahla that shlPs woul

often continue their trip to Lisbon without carrying many Incha‘n texz—
les.5? Despite metropolitan attempts to centralize thfa Indian textile tra .e
in Lisbon, naus da India continued calling into Bahia and other ports in
Brazil and Angola to carry out business well into the second half of the

53
eighteenth century.

i é ” on September 23, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49. ‘
Di ;Declzz::z“:sr:i:aw}‘aonsoéi]t:ileo?at’j:slzda c()jlarsrcsm da India”. Proceedings from the VIII Sanﬁn{i;i(;)glnten;a(()::)og;l-‘de
e ’ 1 indi itos” do Heroismo, . Pp- -834.
Histéria Indo-Portuguesa “A Carreira da India e as Roms.dos EsFreltos B A?gm , pp SOB.
imini ia’ i i ian textile trade, Lisbon declared that ships sailing
Inan cfor [0‘dlrI‘.ullIiEaB?;:;itler}:?Zir\]\tr ;otflcxcl; ttll]:z Itl::de in Bahia continued and merchants also carrie.d out Ind‘jan
COUI.d only St‘ome c;a Seé “dﬁcio do Juiz da Alfindega do Rio de Janeiro” on March 4, 1761, AHU, Rio de _]an,elfo’:
peile md: 1“7'7/u;r:‘0.f:‘tcio do Governador de Angola” on June 21, 1761, AHU, Angola, cx. 44, doc. 44; “Carta‘Regm
CA doc, 212 3 2; “Conta do Governador de Angola” on January 7, 1765, AHU, cod. 409,
on November 17, 1761, IHGB, lata 81, pasta 2; e
1. 19v.-20; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on July 14, 1766, AHU, Angola, cx‘ , doc. E; ; e e A o
de Angola” on August 8, 1766, ANTT, Ministério do CI]’\cgo, maqg 6(;0, Zx‘ "7)(1)3 Ofﬁiiﬁ l3ov;:7n;‘0 NP
May 7, 1768, AHU, c6d. 408, fls. 159v.-161; “Oficio do Governador de ngl —‘7_ . u,c ,do Go;emﬂdm_ ™
3 i ernador de Angola” on March 16, 1770, AHN, céd. 3, fls. 52-54; “Carta )

4Agr:gjn(’}’v :)n iﬁ;lz,iz%?\gl\ll, cod. 874%), fl. 213v.; “Oficio do vaenlador dé Angol?” oniuly 81,‘ l7]7d(: ikjvljﬁ c;)i;
3, fls. 63-65. In 1772, Lisbon took far stricter measures and prohibited f’lje Indian ‘texuler)tr:l}el L1]1‘1 Alu;u - (CY e .dOCA
“Carta Régia” on June 19, 1772, AHU, cod. 472, fls. 144-148v.; “A]vam‘ on Jl’l)ly 8, 177’;‘ “Oﬁ,io ;ioc,o‘;e;-méor "
47; “Instrugdes para o Governador de Angola” on _]ulybl 0, ‘1772,111&;-11:0,;0;7. 127},:15;11:;;11\1 ! gd o

2 " on November 12, 1772, AHU, Pernambuco, cx. 3 ) - ; N, 5 , fls. -
Il:;;zzb;?;esz policies was successful, though, and the Indian textile trade contmtled in Bé‘lelin? ;’;J;go‘:;{ fjorct:g c]o?r;té :
nuing trade of Indian textiles in Brazil, see “Carta de Martinho de MeHoA ‘e Caftro on March 14, ’ d Rio.de J‘;ne;m,;
“Consulta da Junta de Comércio” on May 21, 1778, AHU, céd. 962; Oficio da Mesa de Irfspegm? : o Mo OI; e
onJuly 17, 1802, ANTT, Junta do Comércio, mago 10, cx. 36. For the lnt‘e comimerce oflnclx:m te\n es " Cgo ‘,;rmdor
18205, see “Carta do Governador de Angola™ on May 16, 1826, AHN, cod. 157, fls. 288-288v.; Carta do G R
de Angola” on May 12, 1728, AHN, cod. 159, fls. 135-135v.

0w,

eticio do Alferes Miguel Monteiro Cordeiro” in 1746, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 28, doc. 14 A.

V7 “Certidio de Citagio” on April 28, 1745, ANTT, FF, JU, mago 28, doc. 14 A.

* “Carta do Juiz de Fora de Benguela” on September 16, 1786, AHU, Angola, cx. 71, doc. 55; “Depoimento de Anténio
José da Costa” on September 16, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on June 21,
1791, AHU, Angola, cx. 76; “Carta do Govemador de Benguela” on July 14, 1791, AHN, c6d. 440, fls. 4-10.

* “Noticias do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on October 25, 1797, IHGB, lata 31, pasta 9, fl. 5: A report from
the mid-nineteenth century indicates that Indian textiles were also widely used in a traditional wedding in Bié. See
“Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on November 4, 1847, AHN, céd. 462, fls. 29v.-31v. For an examination of
the relationship between cloth, prestige and political power, see Phyllis Martin, “Power, Cloth and Currency on the
Loango Coast”, African Economic History, no. 15, 1986, pp. 1-13; Phyllis Martin, “Contesting Clothes in Colonial
Brazzaville”, Journal of African History, vol. 35, no. 3, 1995, pp. 401-425.

*" This explains why Alexandre da Silva Teixeira reported that missangas and European and Indian textiles fueled the trade
in the Luvale region when he went there with José Assun¢io Mello in 1795. See “Relagio da Viagem que fiz desta cida-
de Benguela para as Terras do Lovar” in 1794, AHU, Ar

1gola, cx. 80; “Noticias de Benguela e seus Distritos em 17977,
IHGB, lata 32, pasta 2, fl. 6;

“Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 2, 1798, AHN, c6d. 441, fls. 45-48.
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In the case of Angola, although Luanda was better equipped to provide
technical assistance and supplies for ships bound from India to Portugal, the
governor of Angola argued that ships kept passing the city over in favor
of Benguela because of the widespread corruption and understaffed bureay-
cracy that created an environment conducive to Indian textile smuggling 3.
Between 1776 and the early 1790s, for example, at least seven ships bound
from India traded widely in Indian textiles in Benguela.® The smuggling
of Indian textiles in Angola, coupled with the rise of Rio de Janeiro in the
commerce between Portugal and Asia, made textiles readily available to
Brazilian merchants. As a result, either through smuggling or because expe-
ditions to procure Indian textiles in Portuguese-influenced India were often:
financed from Brazil, Brazilian investors continued having access to Indian
textiles well into the eighteenth century.5 f

In Benguela, the investments of the Lisbon-based Jodo Henrique de
Menezes in the 1750s illustrate how easy access to Indian textiles in Bahia
gave Brazilian merchants a commercial edge over metropolitan merchants,
To handle dealings in Benguela, Menezes relied on a partner based in

: Luanda, Jodo Xavier de Proenca, in addition to two ag’ents irl Benguela, José
Femamdes de Sa and Manoel José de Abreu. Menez§s dealings exter@ed -as
far as Kakonda in the interior of Benguela and also included agents in R{o
de Janeiro, Pernambuco and Bahia. Still, he could not afford to offer credit
in conditions as favorable as those offered by agents sent to Benguela .by mer-
chants based in Brazil.¥ While goods shipped by Menfazes from L1sbon. to
Benguela were consigned to Benguela merchants with interest rates as high
as 50 percent, agents of Brazilian merchants charged only 15 percent for
soods they received from Brazil ’ . '

il The reason why agents handling Brazil-based merchant’s bgsmess in
Benguela were able to offer credit on more favorable condmox?shthax:1
agents working for Lisbon-based merchan@ was because they purc ase
IZdian textiles at cheaper prices in Bahia. Furthermore, métropohtan
merchants might have lacked expertise and. the right connectlonls whejn
they tried to trade for Indian textiles in Bahia. In 1759, for exal.np e, ];)ao
Xavier de Proenca, the Luanda-based partner of Mer}ezesj, recelyed a let-
ter from Bahia indicating that not even after the ~amval in Bahia o.f naus
da India, when the offer of Indian textiles in Bahia was normally hlghér,
would he be able to buy the textiles that Menezes néeded to trade in
Benguela: “I have tried hard to purchase the linhas (fa‘brlcs? that you hZV.(;
requested, but to no avail. As soon as the naus da India arrive here, and 1
they are still available, I will ship you some”.>

The supply of Indian textiles to Benguela changed as'Portug.al began
taking steps to strengthen Lisbon’s participation in Fhe Indian tex.tlle trade.
Metropolitan policymakers still allowed ships sailing from India to stop
over in Luanda and sell Indian textiles in 1761. However, they took a

* “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on October 15, 1786, AHU, cx. 71, doc. 54. Indian textile smuggling was so -
pervasive that it even involved the governor of Benguela himself. See “Carta de Rafael Corréa de Souza e Mello” on
September 11, 1786, AHU, cx. 71, doc. 47; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on September 11, 1787, AHU.
¢x. 72, doc. 58.

% “Carta do Governador de Angola” on September 11, 1779, AHN, céd. 81, fls. 157-158; “Resumo da Negociagio
da Companhia Geral de Pernambuco e Parajba” in 1779, AHU, Pernambuco, cx. 135, doc. 10115; “Carta da Junta
de Administragio da Companhia de Comércio de Pernambuco e Paratba”™ on January 23, 1782, AHMF, Livro 291,
Benguela. See also “Mapa das Escalas do Navio Sio José” on August 7, 1784, AHU, Angola, cx. 69, doc. 19; “Livro
de Registro da Receita e Despesa da Real Fazenda em Sio Felipe de Benguela” between 1785 and 1787, Tribunal
de Contas, Eririo Régio, Livro 4198, fls. 6, 6v., 11; “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on September 22, 1792
AHU, Angola, cx. 77, doc. 64; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on December 30, 1792, AHN, céd. 246, fl. 22;
“Carta do Juiz de Fora de Benguela” on August 5, 1786, AHU, Angola, cx. 71, doc. 44.
* Approximately 40 percent of the ships that sailed from Lisbon to Asia called'into Brazil (primarily Rio de Janeiro)-
between 1779 and 1801. See “Navios saidos de Lisboa”, Tribunal de Contas, Eririo Régio, livro 4108. For details
about how the Indian textile trade was controlled from Rio de Janeiro, see Roquinaldo Ferreira, “Dinimica do
Comércio Intra-Colonial: Geribitas, Panos Asiiticos e Guerra no Trifico Angolano de Escravos (Século XVIII)”, in
Jodo Fragoso, Maria de Fitima Silva Gouvéa, Maria Fernanda Baptista Bicalho (eds.). O Antigo Regime nos Trdpicos:
a Dindmica Imperial Portuguesa (séculos XVI-XVII). Rio de Janeiro, Nova Fronteira: 2001, pp. 339-379. For the trade
between Brazil and Goa in the early nineteenth century, sce Rudy Bauss, “Textiles, Bullion and Other Trades of
Goa: Commerce with Surat, other Areas of India, Luso-Brazilian Ports, Macau and Mozambique, 1816-1819”,
The Indian Economic and Social History Review, vol. 34, no. 3, 1997, pp. 275-287; Luis Frederico Dias Antunes,
“Téxteis e Metais Preciosos: Novos Vinculos do Comércio Indo-Brasileiro (1808-1820)" in Jodo Fragoso, Maria
de Fitima Silva Gouvéa, Maria Fernanda Baptista Bicalho (eds.), O Antigo Regime nos Trépicos: a Dindmica Imperial
Portuguesa (séculos XVI-XVIII). Rio de Janeiro, Nova Fronteira: 2001, pp. 379-421, -

57 “Carta do Coronel Anténio Paes de Faria” on June 1, 1759, BNL, CP, cod. 62%, fl. 23?; “Carta do Corj?r;e‘i
Anténio Paes de Faria” on July 28, 1759, BNL, CP, céd. 624, fl. 240; “Carta dc,’_’]oao Henrique ?;S%je;;zle‘s o
August 3, 1759, BNL, CP, céd. 632, fls. 174-174v.; “Carta de José Fernandes de S&” on Augu’st 18, ; s o H,v s
doc. 620, fl. 234; “Carta para Joio Xavier de Proenca” on December 22, 1759, BNL, CP, céd. 619, fls. 11-11v.

5 “Carta de Manoel José de Abreu” on May 26, l175;), 113;\615, g[l;,{lcééi.l)fyzz,cﬂs(;’)lo75{;117341 e el o meet
3 2 i vier de Proenca” on March 18, . s , doc. 620, fl. 231 s tc
Progi;r::s lz:;fs): ?Nz: probably the fesult of the high demand foF Indi;m‘ textiles‘in Bahia :mcll tl?e faf;lc::: ::;; Ct:;:i
was controlled by well-established investors in Brazil who had their own interest in Angolan B a\f)ng. h e i
es, coupled with the sinking of a ship and high mortality among slaves taken to Brazil, led Men};es{)tﬁ) p; o
trade in early 1760. See “Carta de Jodo Xavier de Proenca” on March 24, 1760, BNL, CP, cod. L fls. 12 .
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far stricter approach when merchants began using Luanda to sell Indian
textiles to Brazil and prohibited the trade of Indian textile in Luanda as
well. A transaction conducted by the Lisbon-based merchant Pedro José
da Fonseca, who sailed to Goa to purchase textiles and used them to buy
450 slaves in Benguela, indicates that metropolitan regulations might
have partially been successful in terms of strengthening the direct trade
between Portugal and India.®* By and large, however, the centralization of
the Indian textile trade in Lisbon contributed to widespread smuggling of
Indian textiles throughout the Atlantic.®!

Links between Benguela, Luanda and Novo Redondo

The following section argues that in addition to exports of slaves to-
Brazil, the growth of the Benguela trade in the last two decades of the
eighteenth century, when exports of slaves sometimes peaked at over
10,000 slaves per year, was also due to continuing ties between Benguela,
Luanda and the Novo Redondo presidio. The links between Benguela
and Novo Redondo were largely the result of the geographical proximity
between the two regions, approximately 180 kilometers. The ties with
Luanda, however, violated policies that the Luanda government had been
trying to enforce since the 1760s, when authorities tried to create two
distinct commercial outlets in the Angolan slave trade by preventing ships
bound from Brazil to Luanda from conducting business in Benguela.® The
policy, which was difficult to implement because ships commonly called
into Benguela on their way to north to Luanda, was triggered by com
plaints by the holder of the contract to collect duties on slaves exported
from Luanda and by Luanda merchants.®®

“ “Consulta da Junta do Comércio” on March 10, 1783, ANTT, junta do Comércio, livro 121, fls. 122v.-125.
! Ferreira, “Dindmica do Comércio Intra-Colonial”.

2 “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on July 10, 1762, AHU, Angola, cx. 45, doc. 68; “Oficio do Governador de :
Angola” on August 10, 1762, AHU, Angola, cx. 45, doc. 72.

© While the holder of the slave contract supported the policy because of the alleged illegal loading of slaves in
Benguela, Luanda merchants endorsed it on the grounds that Benguela merchants took advantage of calls that ships
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However, despite the prohibition, ships bound from Brazil to Lual?da
continued loading slaves in Benguela.®* In 1782, for example, they carried
between 500 and 600 slaves from Benguela to Luanda.®® In. 178“9, the cap-
tain of a ship bound for Luanda was prevented from loading “slaves th:ft
had been purchased to be shipped from Luanda, where he has [most of] his

business”.®® In the early 1790s, when the overall number of slaves shipped

from Benguela increased further, authorities argued that those slaves ta}k'en
to Luanda were only the ones who were not deemed fit for the Brazilian
market.”” In 1793, when the number of slaves taken from Benguela to
Luanda stood at 2,000, the governor of Angola argued that slave merchants
had developed a bias in favor of “Benguela” slaves.®®

The trade between Benguela and Luanda was, in fact, a result of long-
standing links between the two cities that dated back at least to the early
1770s, if not before.®® For example, Domingos Rodrigues, was probably
conducting business on behalf of the Luanda merchant Manoel Antune? de
Abreu when he died in the interior of Benguela in 1773.7° In 1780, ]956 de
Souza, 2 Benguela-based merchant whose business activities were éigmﬁ?ant
enough to allow him to own a ship, stated in his will that part of his dealings
were carried out on behalf of Luanda merchants.”’ In 1788, five of the most

bound from Brazil to Luanda made in Benguela to unduly purchase cargos that Luanda merc_:hants had‘ requested from
Brazil. See “Oficio da Mesa de Inspecio do Rio de Janeiro” on March 27, 1763, AHU, Rio de j;fnelro, c>((. 56,’)doc.
128; “Conferéncia do Comércio” on June 15, 1765, AHN, céd. 5509, fls. 13v.~14 and AHN, céd. 12289, fl. 23v.
4 “Carta do Governador de Angola” on January 31, 1779, AHN, céd. 81, fls. 121-122v. ‘ o
6 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on June 16, 1782, AHU, Angola, cx. 65, doc. 14; “Carta de José Antonio
Ferreira Dias” on March 10, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 18. ) -

% “Depoimento de Tomaz Lopes da Silva” on September 24, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49; “Depoimento
de Lourenco Pereira Tavares” on September 25, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49.

67 “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on June 21, 1791, AHN, c6d. 440, fls. 4-10. )
% “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 23, 1793, AHU, Angola, cx. 78; “Oficio do Governador de Angola
on March 3, 1794, AHU, céd. 1633, AHU, cx. 80, doc. 21. Like Luanda merchants in 1765, the governor of Angola
argued in 1791 that the trade in Benguela was negatively affecting Luanda because goods that ships were presumed Eo take to
Luanda to finance the trade in slaves in the Luanda hinterland were being used to purchase slaves in Benguela. See “Carta do
Governador de Angola” on August 19, 1791, AHU, cbd. 1628; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on October 11, 1791,
AHU, céd. 1628.

@ “Conta do Custo e Costeamento” in 1763, AHU, Angola, cx. 48, doc. 19. )

™ “Testamento de José Rodrigues” on September 12, 1773, ANTT, F’F, JU, Africa, mago 27, doc. 8.

" “Testamento de José de Souza” on April 15, 1780, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 21, doc. 12 and ANTT, FF, JU,
Africa, mago 2, doc. 3 B, fls. 30-35.




TRABALHO FORCADO AFRICANO

prominent merchants in Luanda, Manoel da Cruz, Joio de Oliveira Dias,
Matias Alvez da Silva, Manoel de Souza Guimaries and José Nogueira da

Rocha, declared their business in Benguela was being damaged by Benguela
authorities.”” In 1789, the Benguela-based merchant Francisco Xavier dos
Reis appointed several executors to handle his debts and credits in Luandy
when he wrote his will.” Given the fact that Luanda merchants had consis-
tently invested in Benguela, it is not surprising that at least 3,000 slaves were

taken from Benguela to Luanda between 1798 and 1800.7

In addition to investing directly in Benguela, Luanda merchants were
also important players in the trade in Novo Redondo, which became

increasingly important as a place from which slaves would be shipped either
to Luanda or Benguela in the 1790s. One of the agents Benguela merchants
sent to Novo Redondo was Anténio Rodrigues dos Santos, for example,
who was described as a mixed-race man “born in Rio de Janeiro, 35 years
old, single, merchant”.”® Between 1792 and 1794, the Luanda administration
established Benguela as the primary partner of the Novo Redondo presidio in
the trade. As a result, merchants based in Novo Redondo could ship slaves
to Benguela that they had purchased with goods borrowed from Benguela
merchants, as well as slaves bought with goods from Luanda merchants.”
Although the policy was phased out in 1794 due to the increase of unofficial

slaving in Benguela, Luanda merchants continued to be important investors -

in Novo Redondo throughout the 1790s.7

2 “Representagio dos Negociantes de Luanda” in 1788, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 18. Manoel de Souza Guimardes
was married to the sister of one of the most important Benguela merchants, Anténio José Barros, who lent Guimaries
goods to trade in slaves and maintained commercial ties with him well into the 1790s. See “Testamento de Anténio
José de Barros” on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, Ju, Africa, mago 2, doc. 3 A, fl. 8.

7 “Testamento de Francisco Xavier dos Reeis” on December 4, 1789, ANTT, FF, JuU, Aﬁica, mago 24, doc. 17.

™ “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on January 1, 1799, AHN, céd. 256, fls. 183-185; “Oficio do Governador de
Benguela” on January 2, 1800, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 113-113v.; “Requerimento de José Lopes Jordio” on July 7, 1800;
AHU, Angola, cx. 96, doc. 4; “Oficio do Governador Interino de Benguela” on January 9, 1801, AHN, céd. 442,
fls. 152-153; “Oficio do Governador Interino de Benguela” on January 9, 1801, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 161v.~163. For
further evidence of Luanda merchant’s investments in Benguela, see “Oficio do Governador Interino de Benguela”
on January 21, 1801, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 165v.-166v.

7 “Noticias do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on October 25, 1797, IHGB, lata 31, pasta 9, fl. 14v.

7 “Carta do Governador de Angola” on February 18, 1792, AHU, c6d. 1628.

7 “Instrugdes” on December 6, 1792, AHU, cod. 1634; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on November 4, 1794,
AHU, céd. 1630. For Luanda investments in Novo Redondo, see “Testamento de Anténio Xavier de Cairos” on
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Despite the fact that Luanda merchants invested in Novo Redondo
and the fact that a few Novo Redondo merchants were able to operate

their own, most of funding for the trade in Novo Redondo came from
]O;elnguela merchants.”® In 1797, for example, an ofﬁFial in/cha.rge of Novo
Redondo reported that “most of the business in this presidio is controlled
by Benguela merchants”.”” Between January 1798 and January 13099, at
Jeast 400 slaves were shipped from Novo Redondo to Benguela. ’ Qne
of the merchants sent from Benguela to Novo Redondo was ]erom@o
Nunes Colares, who was described as “born in Lisbon, 38 years 9ld, Wlld'—
owed, merchant, and captain of the Benguela militia, living in t'hlS presidio
[Novo Redondo] where he came [from Benguela] to deal with several
pending issues related to his business”.®" Colares went to Novo Redondo
with goods that belonged to three of the most significant Benguelia merj
chants, Jodo Pedro Barrocas, Joaquim José Coimbra and Antonio José

. 2
Vianna.®

March 29, 1795, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 16, doc. 7, fls. 43-45v.; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on March
3, 1796 /;HU, c6d. 1632; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on November 4, 1794, AHU, céd. 1630; “Oficio do

" Governador de Angola” on November 4, 1794, AHU, c4d. 1630; “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on March

15, 1794, AHN, cod. 440, fls. 18v.-19v.; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo” on Agdl 1, 1798, AI-:N, cod 256,
fls. 75v.-77; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo” on November 11, 1798, AHN, Co_d“‘z%‘ fls. 172-173; dCa:ita
do Regente de Novo Redonde” on November 30, 1798, AHN, céd. 256, fls. 174v.-175; “Carta do Governador de
Angola” on September 30, 1818, AHN, céd. 155, fls. 38v.-39. A ) ‘ e
# For Novo Redondo merchants who were able to operate on their own, see “Testamento de Francisco e:exm
Silva” on March 3, 1796, ANTT, FF, JU, Aﬁica, mago 23, doc. 11; “Oficio do Qovemador de Benguela 01,1’
October 9, 1797, AHN, c4d. 442, fls. 51v.-52; AHN, céd. 256, fls. 31v.-32v.; “Portaria do ?ovemador de Angola
on November 16, 1798, AHN, cod. 2267, fl. 159; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo™ on January 12, 1799,
cbd. 256, fls. 197-198.
,Sljg:;rta do Tenente Regente do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on August 7, 1797, AHN, céd. 256, fls. 4:.—5\/.;
“Carta do Tenente Regente de Novo Redondo™ on November 30, 1798, AHN, cod. 256, fls. 174v.-175; “Carta
do Regente de Novo Redondo” on January 12, 1799, AHN, céd. 256, fls. 197-198. v )
% “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo” on January 22, 1798, AHN, cdd. 256, fls. 40v.-41v.; “Carta do Regenti
de Novo Redondo” on September 18, 1798, AHN, cdd. 256, fls. 154-154; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo
on November 30, 1798, AHN, cdd. 256, fls. 174v.-175; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo” on jsz’lary 12.
1799, AHN, cod. 256, fls. 197-198; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo™ on January 15, 1799, AHN, céd. 256,
fls. 199-200.
8 “Noticias do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on October 25, 1797, IHGB, lata 31, pasta 9, fl. 14.
8 “Testamento de Jerdnimo Nunes Colares” on April 18, 1796, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 19, doc. 6, fls.
9v.-11.
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The merchant community

While the number of pumbeiros (petty traders) supplying slaves to coasta]

Benguela was estimated at almost 900 individuals in 1798, the number of

merchants dealing slaves in Benguela city was estimated between 33 and 50
between 1778 and the 1790s.*> These merchants were responsible for the .
shipment of thousands of slaves to several Brazilian ports, primarily Rio de

Janeiro, as they were either owners or co-owners of half of the fleet of slave
ships and dealt in slaves on behalf of Brazilian commercial houses.® During

two judicial investigations conducted in 1780 and 1798, one-third of the

30 merchants interviewed each time were born in Bahia, Rio de Janeiro

and Pernambuco, suggesting that many of the merchants in Benguela were

in fact individuals born in Brazil.¥> One of them was a black soldier in the

# “Receita do Tesoureiro do Hospital de Benguela” in 1774, AHU, Angola, cx. 61, doc. 39; “Carta do Juiz de Fora de
Benguela” on July 28, 1778, AHU, Angola, cx. 61; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on October 12, 1788, AHU,

Angola, cx. 73, doc. 44; “Relagio dos Negociantes da Praca de Sio Felipe de Benguela” on June 22, 1793, AHU, Angola,

cx. 76; “Mapa das Pessoas Livres ¢ Escravos de Benguela” on June 15, 1796, AHN, céd. 441, fl. 19; “Mapa das Pessoas
Livres, Escravos e Casas de Sobrado, Terras, Cobertas de Palha, e Sanzalas” in Benguela in 1796, IHGB, lata 81, pasta 2.
The information about the high number of petty merchants managing the slave supply networks to Benguela was revealed
inadvertently when Benguela officials conducted a census in the city in the late eighteenth century. Instead of including
only the merchants operating out of coastal Benguela, authorities also included pumibeiros in the census. See “Mapa de
Ocupagdes de Benguela”

in 1798, AHN, céd. 441, fl. 82; “Oficio do Governador Interino de Benguela” on August 17, 1800, AHN, c6d. 442, fls. '

123v.-129. Elias Alexandre da Silva Corréa, Histéria de Angola. Lisboa: 1937, vol. 1, pp- 38-39.
# “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 6, 1797, AHN, cod. 442, fl. 27. In 1799, when French corsairs

attacked four ships in Benguela, the city’s merchants were left with only one vessel of their own. See “Oficio do

Governador de Benguela™ on April 18, 1799, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 86-87. For information on French corsairs in Benguela,
see “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on March 5, 1798, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 99v.-101; “Conta do Governador
de Angola” on May 12, 1795, AHU, céd. 409; “Carta Régia” on September 22, 1796, AHU, céd. 546; “Termo de
Vereagio” on March 6, 1799, AHN, céd. 258, fls. 80-84; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on April 28, 1799,
AHN, céd. 442, fls. 86-87; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on May 9, 1799, AHN, céd. 247, fls. 52v.-54; “Oficio do
Governador de Benguela” on July 25, 1799, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 103-104; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on June
25, 1799, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 107-108; “Oficio do Rodrigo de Souza Coutinho” on March 17, 1800, AHN, cbd. 254,
fls. 159v.-161v.; “Depoimento de Thomaz Rodrigues” on June 23, 1800, AHN, c4d. 2563, fls. 17v.-19v. The number
of merchants that owned ships in Benguela in the late eighteenth century contrasts with the number of merchants who
were able to do so in the first decade of the nineteenth century. According to Manoel Pinto Coelho, a former judge in
Luanda, only one of the merchants then operating out of Benguela was a ship owner in-1811. The change was due to
growth of the trade in northern Angola, which led merchants to leave Benguela and relocate to Cabinda and Loango
after the British abandoned slaving in that area. See “Oficio do Desembargador Fiscal Manoel Pinto Coelho™ on April
10, 1811, IMGB, DI 1132, 05. '

% “Autos de Residéncia do Juiz de Fora de Benguela” in 1780, AHU, Angola, cx. 63, doc. 2; “Devassa contra Jodo
Batista dos Santos Bonnate” in 1798, AHU, Angola, cx. 89, doc. 67.
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Benguela henrigue battalion, who was born in Bahia and “came to this city

‘ 4 86
[Benguela] to trade in slaves”.

Most of merchants in Benguela who had settled in the city as agents
of Brazilian commercial houses were criminal and political exiles or had
formerly been crewmembers on ships sailing between Brazil and Bf?nngela.
Individuals born in Brazil operated as sertanejos in the centra:l highlands
throughout Kakonda, Kilengues, Galangue and Huambo and in the coas-
tal presz’dio of Novo Redondo. In 1796, for example, the. first trip ffom
Benguela to the Luvale region was undertaken by the Bahia-born Jpse de
Assuncio Mello, who was regarded as the merchant most familiar with the
trade and peoples of the interior of Benguela.*” In 1800, Henrique Pedro
de Almeida, a soldier born in Brazil who was stationed to Benguela by the
Luanda government, was allowed to trade in the central highlands wit'h
goods provided by Joaquim Vieira de Andrade from Benguela.* In addi-
tion, at least three of the merchants operating out of the Novo Redondo
presidio in the late eighteenth century were born in Brazil.¥ -

As demonstrated by the case of Frutuoso José Cruz, a commercial
agent born in Rio de Janeiro who arrived in Benguela in 1780 -at the
age of 29 and held several positions in the local bureaucracy durling 1'5
years in Benguela, individuals from Brazil became wealthy tradmg‘m
slaves in Benguela.” By the time Rodrigues returned to Rio de Janeiro
from Benguela in the mid-1790s, for example, he was so well connected
that several Benguela merchants continued to rely on him to oversee the

8 “Autos de Residéncia do Juiz de Fora de Benguela” in 1780, AHU, Angola, cx. 63, doc. 2. o

¥ “Relagio da Viagem que fiz desta cidade Benguela para as Terras do Lovar” in 1794, AHU, Angola’,’ cx. 80; “Noticias de
Benguela e seus Distritos em 17977, IHGB, lata 32, pasta 2, fl. 6; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 2, 1798,
AHN, céd. 441, fls. 45-48; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on July 2, 1803, AHN, cod. 442, fl. 238. See also Curto,
“Movers of Slaves”, p. 8. »

¥ “Oficio do Governador Interino de Benguela™ on August 17, 1800, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 123v.-129. For infor-
mation on Joaquim Vieira de Andrade, see “Noticias de Benguela e seus Distritos em 1797", IHGB, lata 32, pasta
2, 0. 11.
- “Noticias do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on October 25, 1797, IHGB, lata 31, pasta 9, fls. 14-15.

" “Autos de Residéncia do Juiz de Fora de Benguela” in 1780, AHU, Angola, cx. 63, doc. 2; “Cerc’idﬁo do Escrivio da
Provedoria da Fazendas dos Defuntos e Ausentes de Benguela” on April 22, 1785, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 8, floc.
1B; “Reelagio dos Negociantes da Praga de Sio Felipe de Benguela” on June 22, 1793, AHU, Angola, cx. 76; “Cem.dﬁo
de Frutuoso José da Cruz” on September 27, 1796, AHU, Angola, cx. 84, doc. 38. See also Tribunal de Contas, livio
4198, 1. 3.
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offloading and sale of slaves they shipped to Rio de Janeiro. In the 1790s,
Rodrigues was the contact in Rio de Janeiro of José Anténio de Carvalhg
from Benguela.”” One year later, he was the contact that Joaquim Anténig
da Roza appointed in Rio to handle slaves shipped from Benguela and pay
debts in Lisbon.”” In the same year, two children of the largest merchant
participating in the Benguela trade, Anténio José de Barros, were living in
Rodrigues’ house in Rio de Janeiro.”

Two other examples shed further light on merchants born in Brazil
who were successful trading in slaves in coastal Benguela. The first wag
José Rodrigues Maia, who settled in Benguela as an impoverished crimi-
nal exile in the mid-1760s.** Maia became the local representative of the
Portuguese company created to strengthen the slave trade to Grio Parj
and Maranhdo and was responsible for shipping 16,586 slaves to Brazil
between 1772 and 1786.% By mid-1786, Maia was so influential that one
of the commanders of the expedition that the Luanda government sent to
Cabo Negro in 1796 remarked on Maia’s role in the authorities’ decision
to organize the expedition. According to the commander, Maia promised

to support the expedition in exchange for exclusive rights to embark slaves
in Cabo Negro.*

*! “Primeiro Testamento de José Anténio de Carvalho™ on January 8, 1798, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 22, doc. 5,
2 “Testamento de Joaquim Antonio da Roza” on September 12, 1799, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 12, doc. 8.
% “Testamento de Antdnio José de Barros” on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, Ju, Africa, maco 2, doc. 3A.

™ “Meméria sobre o Abuso Pernicioso do Comércio deste Sertio” on November 12, 1786, AHU, Angola, cx. 71,
doc. 60. .

% Carta da Junta de Administracio da Companhia de Comércio de Pernambuco e Paraiba” on March 14, 1781,
ANTT, AHMF, livro 291; “Carta da Junta de Administragio da Companhia de Comércio de Pernambuco e Paraiba”
on January 23, 1782, ANTT, AHMEF, livro 291; “Carta da Junta de Administracio da Companhia de Comércio de
Pernambuco e Paraiba” on May 17, 1782, ANTT, AHMF, livro 291.
% “Oficio de Luiz Cindido Cordeiro Pinheiro Furtado” on September 26, 1785, AHU, Angola, cx. 70, doc. 49;
Maia left for Rio shortly thereafter and never fulfilled his promise. In the end, the expedition to Cabo Negro was:
primarily funded by another Benguela merchant, Gregorio José Mendes, who was appointed commander of the expe-.
dition after contributing 500 slaves to work as porters. For information on Mendes’ role as the commander of the.
expedition and his business in Benguela, see “Oficio de Anténio José Valente” on June 29, AHU, Angola, cx. 70.
“Carta Patente de Gregério José Mendes” on January 17, 1786, AHN, céd. 311, fls. 58-58v.; “Carta do Governadot
de Angola” on August 3, 1786, AHU, c4d. 1642; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on August 12, 1787, AHU,
cdd. 1642; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on February 26, 1788, AHN, céd. 82, fl. 117v.-118; “Testamento de

Domingos Rodrigues” on September 12, 1773, ANTT, FF, JuU, Africa, mago 28, doc. 8, fls. 28v-29v. For details
about Mendes’ Portuguese background, see ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 29, doc. 10.
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Maia’s career in the military suggests that he was either mixed race or
black,'since before becoming the commander of the Benguela fort and
an artillery captain in 1775, he was the captain of black soldiers (guerra
preta).”’ Although he left for Rio in 1786, Maia returned to trade slaves
in Benguela in the early 1790s.” By then, he was a close associate of two
other merchants, Frutuoso José da Cruz and Anténio José da Costa. He
was so creditworthy that other Benguela merchants would rely on him for
credit to purchase goods in Rio and ship to Benguela. In 1790, for exam-
ple, the Benguela-based Francisco Dias de Oliveira obtained a letra de risco
(bill of risk) from Maia that allowed him to obtain 5,073.512 réis from Rio
merchants Manoel José Mesquita, José Gongalves Marques and Anténio
José Cunha. The money was to be used to purchase goods in Rio and was
to be paid back eight months after the goods arrived in Benguela.”

Another successful Brazil-born merchant in Benguela was the mulatto
Joaquim José de Andrade e Souza Menezes. Souza Menezes was arrested
on charges of trying to undermine the authority of the Benguela governor
by requesting a position in the Benguela bureaucracy directly to the Luanda
government in the 1780s. He later rose to become a significant merghapt
in the late 1790s.'% By then in his mid-thirties, Menezes was a captain in
the Benguela militia and his business connections sprawled throughout
Kakonda, Huambo and Novo Redondo.'! In 1799, he was reportedly pro-
viding financial support to build a new church in Benguela.'”” He was also
the co-owner of a slave ship and had commercial partners in Rio de Janeiro
and Lisbon.'®

¥ “Carta Patente para José Rodrigues Maia” on July 6, 1776, AHU, Angola, cx. 77, doc. 66.

% “Carta do Governador de Angola” on January 17, 1791, AHU, Angola, cx. 75, doc. 2.

# “Letra de Risco” on April 26, 1790, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 19, doc. 13; “Testamento de Francisco Dias de
Oliveira” on August 20, 1790, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 19, doc. 13, fls. 102-106.

1™ “Peticio de Joaquim José de Andrade e Souza Menezes” in 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49.

Y In 1800, for example, the governor of Benguela ordered the arrest of José Maria de Souza Ribeiro, then in
Kakonda, who owed a significant amount of goods to Joaquim José de Andrade e Souza Menezes. See “Carta do
Tenente Regente do Presidio de Novo Redondo” on August 7, 1797, AHN, cod. 256, fls. 4v.-5v.; “Oficio do
Governador de Benguela” on October 30, 1797, AHN, céd. 442; “Carta do Regente de Novo Redondo” on
January 12, 1799, AHN, céd. 256, fls. 197-198.

2 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on October 24, 1799, AHN, 441, fl. 109.

" “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on August 12, 1796, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 13v.-14; “Depoimento de Inicio
Teixeira Carneiro” on December 4, 1798, AHU, Angola, cx. 89, doc. 67.
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By and large, however, the Benguela merchant community was com.
prised of Portuguese individuals who, like the Brazilians, had come to
Benguela as agents of Brazilian commercial houses. As demonstrated by José
Curto, most of them had, in fact, “become” Brazilians by way of prolonged
stays in Brazil before settling in Benguela.!** In 1796, for example, the father
of a merchant who had died on the way from Benguela to Bahia stated that
his Portuguese son had “left for the United States [Brazil], where he lived
for some time, and was coming from Benguela [where he worked as a com.
mercial agent] to the city of Bahia”.!%s

Once they settled in Benguela, merchants could still be sent away to
regions as far away as Mbailundo and Galangue to trade in slaves on behalf
of financial sponsors based in Benguela. In 1789, for example, Manoel José
da Cruz reported that he was a “merchant in this praga [Benguela] and had
lived several years in Cumbira [Huambo], where I [still] conduct most of
my business and where I send my agents and from where I receive most
of [the] slaves [I buy]”.!® To trade in the interior, these merchants created
family ties with Africans, as demonstrated by José Anténio Carvalho,
who lived in Rio before moving to Benguela and eventually settled in
Galangue in 1789 where he fathered at least two children by African
women who were subject to two African headmen named N guingolo and
Kaulokoxo. ! N

As pointed out by José Curto, “that so few of the Brazilian traders
residing in this central Angolan port town around 1791 were still there
towards the end of 1797 points to an extremely high turnover rate within
this diasporic community. One cause was éertainly the disease environ-
ment in Benguela, which exacted a steep death toll amongst all foreigners.
Another was far less lethal. If they survived, the trade representatives dispat

ched from Brazil to cattle Bay were eventually recalled home and replaced
by fresh ‘troops’”.'% ’ : i
The high turnover rate and the death of José Pedro Barrocas, one o

the most 2fluent merchants in Benguela, was the reason why the gover-
nor of Benguela stated in 1796 that “the lack of former wealthy momz?orfs
who gave Benguela its reputation [in the trade] d‘eeply hu-rts the city’s
economy”.'® In addition to being called back to R10> by t.he1.r employers,
some merchants relocated back to Brazil after amassing mgmflc?mt fo’rtu—
nes trading slaves. In 1796, for example, the 5argento' mor Anténio José da
Costa, who had been dealing in slaves in Benguela since 1774~and Whgse
business sprawled as far inland as Mbailundo, left Benguela with his wife
to go back to Brazil.''"" Some merchan.ts- would also move away from
Benguela to improve their business activities, as d§mon§trated by the case
of Domingos Ferreira Leite. In 1797, Leite was l.1sted 1.r1 a census by the
Benguela colonial administration as a Rio de Janeiro resident who owned
a property in Benguela, but two years later, he began a successful career

in Luanda.'"!

At any rate, the turnover rate among merchants was 50 ljligh that Lisbpn
unsuccessfully attempted to prohibit the colonial administration from 1ssu11]11%
licenses for merchants to leave Benguela in the late eighteenth century.

The new policy was probably an effort to keep in Benguela a gr(?up of mer-
chants who arrived to the city in 1797, since they were descnbed by the
governor of Benguela as “a new group of merchants who are creditworthy

18 Curto, “Movers of Slaves”, p. 7.

1 4Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on August 12, 1796, AHN, c6d. 442, fls. 13v.-14. For the Fiearh ofBarrot;as,

see “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on August 23, 1796, AHN, cod. 442, fls. 14v.-15; “Oficio do Governador
” 5 fls. 23-24.

de Benguela” on December 13, 1796, AHN, céd. 442, B .

1 “Depoimento de Anténio José da Costa” on September 16, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49; Caim de Francx:)co

Anténio do Amaral” on April 21, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 15; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on December

18, 1791, AHU, céd. 1628; “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on July 27, July 27, 17?6, A,HU’ Angola, Zx. 8;,

“Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on August 23, 1796, AHN, cdd. 442, fls. 14v.-15; “Oficio fio Governador de

Benguela” on December 13, 1796, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 23-24. In 1797, Costa still had a property in Catumbela near

Benguela. See “Noticias de Benguela e seus Distritos em 1797”, IHGB, lata 32, pasta 2, fl. 50v. R

" “Noticias de Benguela e seus Distritos em 1797, IHGB, lata 32, pasta 2, fl. 7; “Carta do Governador de Angola

on March 2, 1799, AHN, céd. 247, fls. 43-44v. )

12 “Carta Geral desta Capitania (Benguela)” on March 28, 1798, AHN, cod. 441, fls. 31v.-35.

" Curto, “Movers of Slaves”.

1% “Autos de Habilitagio de Anténio Manoel” in 1786, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 3, doc. 14. :
1% “Peticio de Manoel José da Cruz” in 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49. Cruz later clarified that he had actually
lived 20 years in the interior of Benguela and that he still maintained a hub there for his agents and to keep goods used to -
trade for slaves. See “Depoimento de Manoel José da Cruz” on September 23, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49.
W7 “Carta do Capitio Mor do Presidio de Caconda” on February 20, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49;
“Depoimento de Anténio Lourengo de Carvalho” in 1803, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 22, doc. 5; “Primeiro
Testamento de José Anténio de Carvalho” on January 8, 1798, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 22, doc. 5.
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and reliable”.'"® Three of these merchants, Lourenco Joaquim, Franciscg
Alvares and José da Silva Teixeira, came from Rio de Janeiro."* While
Louren¢o Joaquim and Francisco Alvares were ship owners, José da Sily,
Teixeira had reportedly amassed 25,000 réis during his previous career a
a slave ship captain. In Benguela, Teixeira became the partner of the mer.
chants José Pereira Guimaries and Manoel Gomes from Rio. In addition to
coming to Benguela with goods worth 200,000 cruzados that belonged to
merchants in Rio, Teixeira was the co-owner of a ship that partners were
purchasing in Lisbon.''

To entice Teixeira to settle in Benguela, the governor offered him a
high position in the army in 1796."¢ The governor’s enthusiasm was per-
haps due to the fact that he wanted Teixeira to take over the commercial

house previously managed by Lourenco Pereira Tavares, a prominent.

merchant who had passed away earlier that year. In 1797, a report by the

colonial administration listed Benguela settlers and Teixeira was described
as a “lieutenant of the [Benguela] militia, white, single, 37 year old mer-

chant”.""” As conditions in Benguela deteriorated in the late eighteenth

century due to piracy off the coast and a collapse in the supply of Indian

textiles to the city, a group of merchants suggested that if the colonial admi

nistration did not take steps to improve the situation, they would leave the

city."® Due to the fact that José da Silva Teixeira was one of three mer-

chants living in Rio de Janeiro in 1803 who had withdrawn a letra written -
by a deceased Benguela merchant, it is possible he had relocated to Rio a

few years after dealing in slaves in Benguela.!?

3 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on March 16, 1797, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 30-32; “Oficio do Governador :‘

de Benguela” on February 28, 1797, ANTT, Ministério do Reino, mago 604, cx. 707.

" “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 24, 1797, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 27v.-28.
"5 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on May 3, 1796, AHN, céd. 518, fl. 236.

6 “Oficio 'do Governador de Benguela” on August 12, 1796, AHN, c¢éd. 442, fls. 13v.-14.

"7 “Mapa das Pessoas Livres, Escravos e Casas de Sobrado, Terras, Cobertas de Palha, e Senzalas” in Benguela in-

1796, IHGB, lata 81, pasta 2, fl. 8. In 1798, a Benguela merchane said, “I declare that 1 gave a young slave called

Jodo to captain José da Silva Teixeira to learn to be a sailor”, which strongly suggests that Teixeira was living in

Benguela. See “Primeiro Testamento de José Anténio de Carvalho” on January 8, 1798, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa,
maco 22, doc. 5. .
"8 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on January 17, 1798, AHN, céd. 442, fls. 58-59y.

" “Caderno de Receita e Despesa do Inventirio de Anténio Fernandes da Silva” on June 11, 1803, ANTT, FF,
Ju, Africn, maco 4, doc. 20.
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The close links between Benguela merchants and Brazil are illustrated
their close family and cultural ties with Brazil. For example, the grand-

f José de Souza, the holder of the Benguela salt contract ar.ld the
danghee? :sentative of the Companhia do Grio Pari e Maranhio in the
11076’;1(1);657; living in Rio when he died in 1780."" The will of the Francisco

by

- Xavier dos Reis shows that he had fathered a child with his slave, Mariana, in

Bahia before settling in Benguela.™! In 1799, the wife and child otj Joaquim
 on da Roza, who was a doctor in Benguela and a small-time slave
ﬁl:tl(;:ljvere living in Rio de Janeiro.'* In 1800, José Francisco iniiicated in
hjes w]jl that he was married in Rio and had two daughters there.'” .
The case of Antonio José de Barros, perhaps the largest.mefchant in
Benguela in the late 1790s, perhaps best illustrates how family ties c;)ulj
link Benguela merchants to Rio de Janeiro. In 1796, Barros acknowledge

in this will that he had,

spent time in Rio de Janeiro [where] [I] had sinful sexual intercgurse
with a mixed-race woman, Ana, who is a slave of the decefased Domingos
Rebelo Pereira. After some time, [Ana] claimed she was pejada [pregngnc],
which I doubted (since she had already had several previous se'xual relanogs)
but because she insisted that I free her for the sake of the child she had in
her womb and because of the promise that I made hér to grant h‘?r free.dﬁm
if T was the father of her child, I had to seek rellgipus counseling witl z;
confessor. After explaining the situation of Ana having already hafi sexuzz1
intercourse with other men, [the confessor] understood my uncertainty an
[ was exonerated of my promise to Ana. After several yea.rs,'I came to know
in this city [Benguela] that a boy named Feliciano was clzflmmg to be my son
[in Rio], and I decided to free him from slavery on prlpaple and not because
[ was sure he was my son. The boy has been to this city [Benguela] recently

and has returned to Rio.'**

1 Souza’s will named his granddaughter as heir of two-thirds of his assets. §eé “Testameutg de ‘:]50;: ge i(())\j;ﬂs on
April 15, 1780, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 21, doc. 12; ANTT,‘ Ff,]U, Aﬁ1ca,“mm;o 2, oc.d F;stc.iqco X;vwr
o The Bahian daughter was named his heir when l’le wrote his ;v;ll;n 17;8794 See “Testamento de S
is” er 4, 1789, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 24, doc. 17. o

?z?s“l’;::;l]?:nzeszT:aquim Antonio da Roza” on September 12, 1799,[ ANTT, FF, JU, Afnza, mago 12, doc. 8.
13 “Testamento de José Francisco” on May 28, 1800, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 15j df)c. X ) s A fs
12 “Testamento de Anténio José de Barros” on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 2, doc. 3 A, fs.
16-17.
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Furthermore, religion and education contributed to the links that
Benguela merchants held with Rio de Janeiro. As indicated by the governor
of Benguela, some merchants would send their children born in Benguela
to Rio de Janeiro for education.'® In 1797, for example, a census of the
Benguela population indicated that one of the children of the mulatto
merchant, Jos¢ Rodrigues de Magalhdes, was in Rio studying.' In 1798,
Antonio José de Barros sent three of the children he had fathered with slaves
in Benguela to Rio de Janeiro, probably also to be educated.'?’

In addition, some Benguela merchants were members of religious
brotherhoods in Rio de Janeiro and often instructed the executors of
their wills to conduct specific religious ceremonies in Rio following their
deaths. Anténio José Barros, for example, was a member of four brother-
hoods located in Rio: Santissimo Sacramento e das Almas; Nossa Senhora
da Gléria; Santa Luzia de Nossa Senhora do Rosario; and Jerusalém.!?
According to the governor of Benguela, the city lacked an adequate
number of priests and some residents had to hold religious ceremonies in.
Brazil.™ José Antdnio da Costa, for example, instructed the executor of i
his will that “on the occasion of my passing, masses shall be held in all con-
vents and churches of Rio de Janeiro during two days”." José de Souza
wrote in his will: “[T] state that the executor of my will shall make arrange
ments to perform 200 masses for my soul; 100 masses for my parents’ souls;
100 masses on behalf of my siblings; and 100 for souls lying in purgatory.
And because priests sometimes are lacking in this land [Benguela] the exe-.
cutor of my will is allowed to arrange for these masses to be held in Brazil,
so that there is not a long delay”.'> In 1798, José Antdnio de Carvalho

135 “Carta do Governador de Benguela” on February 28, 1798, AHN, c6d. 256, fls. 59v.-61. For a description of ;
similar dynamic in Cabinda, see Martin, “Family Strategies in the Nineteenth-Century Cabinda”, p.73 .

1% “Noticias de Benguela e seus Distritos em 17977, IHGB, lata 32, pasta 2, fl. 7v.-8.

17 ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 2, doc. 3 A, fl. 16.

' Furthermore, Barros left instructions to the executor of his will that he wished to be buried in Rio de Janeiro a
the Ordent Terceira de Nossa Senhora do Monte do Carmo if he died in Rio. See “Testamento de Anténio José de Barros’
on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, JuU, Aﬁ'ica, mago 2, doc. 3A.

122 “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on October 24, 1799, AHN, 441, l. 109.

13 “Testamento de osé Antoénio da Costa” on April 17, 1795, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 30, doc. 11.

B! “Testamento de José de Souza” on April 15, 1780, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 21, doc. 12.
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wrote in his will that “the executor [of my will] will make arrangements

so that 20 masses on behalf of my soul are held in Rio”.1*2

Trading networks

Both the number of slavers sailing from Benguela to Brazil and the
percentage of slave ships arriving in Rio de Janeiro from Benguela in the
Jate eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries demonstrate that Benguela
was intimately connected to Rio de Janeiro. Miller calculates that between
1796 and 1828, at least 80 percent of the slave ships that set sail from

133 Manolo Florentino, on the

Benguela were bound for Rio de Janeiro.
other hand, has estimated that Benguela accounted for approximately half
of the slave ships entering the port of Rio de Janeiro between 1795 and
1811.13* The following section casts further light on the close ties between
Benguela and Rio de Janeiro by focusing on commercial dealings and
partnerships between merchants operating out of the two cities.

In 1794, Lourenco Pereira Tavares, a wealthy merchant born in Luanda

who was also a member of the Senado da Cdmara (Benguela chamber) and

"captain of the local militia, was prevented from embarking the number

of slaves he had planned to ship to Brazil on his own vessel."”> Although
Tavares instructed the captain of the vessel to embark 200 slaves of his
own and reserve the remainder of the space on the vessel for a group of
Benguela merchants, his instructions were ignored by the ship’s captain,
who argued that he had orders from Tavares’ partners in Rio to allow

Tavares to embark only 82 slaves and reserve the remaining space on the

ship for other Benguela merchants.'*

" “Primeiro Testamento de José Anténio de Carvalho” on January 8, 1798, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 22, doc: 5.
% Joseph Miller, “Legal Portuguese Slaving from Angola. Some Preliminary Indications of Volume and Direction,
1760-1830”, Revue Frangaise d'Histoire d’Outre-Mer, vol. LXII, nos. 226-227, 1975, p. ]45[.

'* Manolo Florentino, “Em Costas Negras: Una Histéria do Trfico Atldntico de Escravos entre a Afvica ¢ o Rio de Janciro
(sécs. XVIIT e XIX). Rio de Janeiro, Arquivo Nacional: 1995, p. 263.

;'35 “Depoimento de Lourengo Pereira Tavares” on September 25, 1789, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 49.

1% “Peticio de Lourengo Pereira Tavares” on August 12, 1794, AHU, Angola, cx. 80, doc. 52.
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This episode illustrates the fact that Benguela merchants were often
subordinate to their primary financial sponsors in Brazil. The ship that
Tavares claimed to own was in fact owned in partnership with merchants
in Rio de Janeiro, which might explain why the ship captain refused to
carry the number of slaves indicated by Tavares. The subordination and
dependency were so acute, argued the governor of Benguela, that the city
depended on Brazil for provisions for slaves taken across the Atlantic.!¥’

In addition to Brazil, Benguela merchants also held commercial ties
with individuals based in several other cities throughout the Atlantic. In
1793, for example, Anténio Pinto de Almeida wrote in his will that pay-
ments for credits he owned should be made in Lisbon, Rio and Bahia.'®
In 1805, Aurélio Verissimo Vieira, who was the owner of the ship Nossa
Senhora da Piedade together with the Benguela-based Antonio Francisco
dos Santos, had commercial ties with Lisbon, Bahia, Pernambuco and
In 1799, the governor remarked that Benguela relied on “imports of com-
modities and other goods traded here, including manioc flour and other

supplies, both for merchants, slaves [held for shipping to Brazil] and people
in general”,!3

Luanda."* In 1798, Anténio Louren¢o de Carvalho, a merchant who had
spent several years in Galangue, declared that he had busmes§ with the
Lisbon-based Doctor Tamagnini and Domingos Gomes Loureiro, as well
a5 with Narcizo Alves Pereira and Frutuoso José da Cruz in Rio."

Wills written by Benguela merchants also provide insight into the Anténio José de Barros provides an interesting example of Rio’s hege-
level of dependency on Brazil — primarily Rio — for capital funding. José
Souza, for example, an important merchant in the late 1790s, did business
with José Ferreira da Fonseca from Lisbon, but his primary deals were
conducted with Jerdnimo Pereira and his brothers in Rio, with whom he
co-owned the ship Nossa Senhora da Piedade.’® Luiz Antonio Gomes was
the co-owner of the corveta Nossa Senhora do Rosdrio Santo Anténio e Almas
together with the Rio-based Francisco José.'*" In 1795, José Antdnio da
Costa, who was the owner of the sumaca Sdo Lourengo, had commercial
ties with the Rio merchants Bernardo Lourenco Vianna, Anténio Teixeira
Passos, and Manoel Ferreira da Cruz, Manoel de Souza Guimaries.*! In
1800, José Francisco had close links with the Lisbon-based José Pereira de

Souza, but also worked in partnership with Rio-based Bernardo Lourenco
Vianna from Rio.!*? ‘

mony in the trade with Benguela. Barros was appointed sargento mor of
Benguela in 1787, after Gregorio José Mendes was assigned to lead an expe-
dition to Cabo Negro.'* He had many debts when he arrived to Benguela
in the early 1780s. He had been partner in Rio with Narcizo Luis Alves
Pereira and Francisco Anténio de AraGjo Pereira, to whom he still owned
79,294 #éis in 1796. He was paying for a debt that his father had contracted
with Francisco de Aratijo Pereira in Rio, in addition to still having debts
from his youth. Furthermore, Barros owed money to his brother from tran-
sactions in Rio with goods shipped from Porto to Rio by his brothers. In
addition, Barros owed 1,767,408 réis in cash to his brother-in-law, Manoel
Ferreira da Silva Guimaries, who had been sent to Luanda as a political or
criminal exile in 1788.*

In 1796, Barros appointed executors to his will in Bahia and Pernam-
buco and held close contacts with former Benguela merchants who

. . 13 .
¥ “Oficio do Governador de Bengueh™ on January 14, 1798, AHN, c6d. 442, fls. 51v.-52. In Luanda, legislation had returned to Rio after decades in Benguela: “[I] declare that I have

mandating ships to carry supplies for slaves from Brazil had been in place at least since 1783. See “Portaria” on
January 9, 1783, AHN, céd. 272, fls. 49v.-50; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on September 2, 1790, AHN,
céd. 83; “Oficio do Governador de Angola” on September 2, 1790, ANR]J, cx. 502.

' “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on July 1, 1799, AHN, cbd. 441, fl. 107v.

1% “Testamento de José de Souza” on April 15, 1780, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 21, doc. 12.

1 “Testamento de Luiz Anténio Gomes” on June 8, 1785, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 3, doc. 14.

"' “Testamento de José Anténio da Costa” on April 17, 1795, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 30, doc. 11. ‘
"2 Francisco owed money to several Rio merchants: 900,000 réis to Manoel José de Mesquita, 360,000 réis to
Antonio Pedro de Morais and 100,000 réis to Antonio Francisco da Silva Guimaries. See “Testamento de José
Francisco” on May 28, 1800, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 15, doc. 6.

¥ “Testamento de Anténio Pinto de Almeida” on January 31, 1793, ANTT, FF, JU, A‘frica, mago 5, doc. 3 A.

W “Testamento de Aurélio Verissimo Vieira” on September 2, 1805, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 14, doc. 1, fls.
8v.-11v. -

5 “Primeiro Testamento de José Anténio de Carvatho” on January 8, 1798, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 22, doc. 5.
6 “Carta Patente” on December 27, 1787, AHU, Angola, cx. 74, doc. 2.

" With the exception of the first debt just noted, which were to be paid with the proceeds of ten slaves sent to
Brazil, all other payments were to be in cash. See “Testamento de Antonio José de Barros” on September 10, 1799,
ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, maco 2, doc. 3 A.
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accounts with [the following Rio-based merchants] Narciso Luis Alveg
Pereira, Frutuoso José da Cruz, Captain José Maria Arsénio de Lacerda and
Anténio José da Costa (who left Benguela not long ago)”.'"* However.
his primary associate in Rio was Manoel Gongalves Moledo, with whom
he bitterly ended a commercial partnership in 1796 after receiving a lett '
with insults from Moledo in Benguela. Barros stated, “I had another com.-
mercial society with Captain Manoel Gongcalves Moledo, resident in the
same Rio [de Janeiro]. Moledo owes me a significant amount of money,
but has raised questions about the debt and has tried to damage my repu-
tation so much that I found myself obligated to travel to Rio on my ship
Pensamento Feliz to settle with him financial issues related to the commer.
cial society”."” Despite the end of the partnership with Moledo, Barr 5
was still able to return from Rio to Benguela with a significant cargo of
goods to trade in slaves.'>

Conclusion

The development of full-fledged trading networks in Benguela increased
the volume of unofficial slaving in the eighteenth century. French ships

first slaved off the coast of Benguela and then focused on Benguela, as

lack of colonial control provided an ideal environment for illegal activities

in the city. The establishment of a presidio in Novo Redondo was largely
ineffective in curbing illegal activities and later further undermined the.

Luanda government’s attempts to crack down on unofficial slaving. I
Benguela, merchants from Brazil held an edge over the trade because o

18 “Testamento de Anténio José de Barros” on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 2, doc. 3 A,
13-14.
" “Testamento de Antdnio José de Barros” on September 10, 1799, ANTT, FF, JU, Africa, mago 2, doc. 3 A,

15. For further information on Manoel Gongalves Moledo, who was one of the chief merchants in Rio in the late:

eighteenth century, see Florentino, “Em Costas Negras”.

"% Although the ship bringing Barros back to Benguela was reputed to be one of the best sailing between Benguela an

Rio de Janeiro, it was lost before it arrived back to Benguela. See “Oficio do Governador de Benguela” on March 5, 179

AHN, céd. 442, fls. 55v.~56 and AHN, céd. 256; “Carta do Governador de Angola” on May 10, 1798, AHN, c4d. 247,
fls. 12-14.

THE ATLANTIC NETWORKS OF THE BENGUELA SLAVE TRADE (1730-1800)

ess to trading networks that channeled Indian textiles to Bahia from far-
acc ;

flung Portuguese—inﬂuenced territories in India. T.he Benguela merch'fmt

mmunity was made up of merchants born in Brazil and Portuguese natio-
(?21 who held close ties to Brazil. Wills written by Benguela merchants
1;rosvide evidence that they traded primarily with Rio de Janeiro and relied
__heavily on the city for funding.




; ‘ Forced labour and European trade on
the Gold Coast in the 18th and 19th centuries:
the slave labour of Christiansborg Castle

. PER HERNAES’

In 1482 the Portuguese built their well known stronghold Sdo
Jorge da Mina on the Gold Coast to protect their trade monopoly.'
The castle dominated European trade on the Coast for centuries, also after
1637 when it was conquered by the Dutch who ran it under the name
of Elmina Castle. After the Portuguese demise three major enterprises
gained permanent foothold: the Dutch at Elmina Castle, the English at
Cape Coast Castle, and the Danes at Christiansborg Castle in Accra. The
quest for gold was the prime engine of European commercial expansion,
particularly on the Gold Coast where the value of gold exports exceeded
that of slaves until the 1720s.2 However, slaves played an important role
from the outset: first, as an indispensable exchange item in the Portuguese

. enterprise on the Gold Coast where they imported slaves from Sio Tomé
and the Gulf of Benin to the Gold Coast to fuel their trade in gold, sec-
ondly, as a complementary commodity, which from the mid-17® century

‘ gradually gained prominence in the overall West African export trade, and
finally, as a permanent work force at the European trade establishments.

“Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) Trondheim.

! For two central works on Portuguese West African activities — in English — see ]. Vogt Portugues Rule on the Gold
Coast 1469-1682, Athens: The University of Georgia Press, 1979, and Ivana Elbl ‘The Portuguese trade with West
Africa 1440-1521", PhD thesis, University of Toronto, 1986.

*P. Hernes Slaves, Danes, and Africanr Coast Society, Trondheim, 1995, pp. 318-20.
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Intriguingly, the very channelling of African captives into the Atlan
slave trade depended, in part, on the labour of slaves who did not share t
fate of the export slaves, but who guarded them, punished them, fed them,
and eventually transported them beyond ‘the point of no return’. /
In the following I shall focus on this group of slaves. The overall aim
to show that the fort slaves developed characteristics of an incipient Wwage
labour class, and I hope to corroborate such a thesis through a fairly detailed
analysis of their function, role and place in the fort communities, thej;
‘slave condition’, their relations with the local African community, thejr
collective identity, and their ‘direction’ when the Danes finally abolished
slavery. I present a case study of the fort slaves at Danish Christiansborg.
This case might have certain particularities due to the weak position of
the Danes on the Coast. But, I contend that the major features described
represent a common experience for all European establishments.

Danish trade

The first Danish base on the Gold Coast, Fort Frederiksborg at Ca
Coast, was built in 1660. Shortly after the Danes obtained permissio
from the Accra king to build Christiansborg. Throughout the 17 ce
tury, however, the Danish establishment was in a precarious state. In 1685
Frederiksborg was taken over by the English. Christiansborg was save
by a re-consolidation of the Danish West India and Guinea Company
Copenhagen, seeing new opportunities in the escalating slave trade in the
late 1690s. During the 18" century we see — in spite of temporary setbac
— a gradual expansion of the Danish establishment towards the Volta Riv
in the east. In'1736 Fredensborg fort at Ningo was constructed. By the mi
1780s former lodges at Ada and Keta were made into Fort Kongensten an
Fort Prindsensten. The building of these forts reflected a significant increa
in Danish slave trading activities on the Gold Coast.?

3 For the history of Danish activities on the Gold Coast see, G.Norregaard, Danish Settlements in West Africa 165
1850, Boston 1966; O Justesen, ‘Kolonierne i Afrika’ in Kolonierne i Asien og Afrika, O.Feldbzk and O. Justes
Politikens Danmarkshistorie, Copenhagen 1980; and Hernzs (1995), op. cit.
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The total number of slaves exported from Africa on ships flying the
Danish' flag reached about 85,600 during the period 1660-1806.* The
total number of slaves shipped across the Atlantic (1451-1870) might have
reached 13 million. The Danish proportion of such overall estimates was
negligible (c. 0,7 per cent). For the Gold Coast, during the 1770s and -
80s the Danish proportion of total annual average exports reached 11-12

er cent. European slave exports during the 18" century as a whole are
estimated at 600,940, of which the Danes transported 32,150 or ca 5 per
cent of the total.> Danish trade on the Coast was modest; the economic
and social influence of the Danish establishment was limited.

The fort community

We can hardly talk of European settlements on the Gold Coast until the
19% century. I prefer the term fort community.® There were three distinct
social groups in the fort community proper: Europeans, Eurafricans’ and
fort slaves. The commercial staff and the military officers were Europeans.
At first this group also included a small force of soldiers. This occupation
was gradually taken over by the Eurafricans. The size and composition of
the fort community changed substantially. In 1703 the total population was
50 persons. At the turn of the century the number had increased roughly
nine times.> The demographic profile of the fort community is shown
in Fig. 1 (Appendix). The number of Europeans remained fairly stable.
Population growth was due to recruitment of Eurafricans and, above all,
to the large increase of the fort slave group, which during the last quarter

* *Hernas (1995), p. 232.
SIbid,, p. 317,

¢ See P. Hernzs ‘European Fort Communities on the Gold Coast in the Era of the Slave Trade’ in J. Everaert & J.
Parmentier (eds.) Shipping, Factories and Colonization, Brussels: Académie Royale des Science d’Outre-Mer, 1996, pp.
167-180.

” The term is adopted from George E. Brooks Eurafricans in Western Africa, Oxford & Athens: James Currey and Ohio
University Press, 2003. — Brooks used as a generic term for the children of European fathers and African mothers.

* See Mandtals og Gage Rouller (Census and salary lists) 1793-1805, in Sager fil Guineisk Journal (SGJ), Rigsarkivet
(RA) — Danish National Archives.

1794-1805. Exact figures are: 1793: 533, 1795: 528, 1796: 448, 1797: 446, 1798: 467, 1800: 455, 1803: 444, 1805: 473.
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of the 18" century constituted c.76 per cent of the total population. Th
number of fort slaves reached a peak in 1793 with 442 persons out of
total 533, or c.83 per cent.’

The European power base was extremely weak. Trade and secur
depended heavily on the goodwill and co-operation of local rulers. B
the 18% century the nature of the early fort communities had changed:
process of expansion and, at the same time, ‘indigenisation’ had weakene
their ‘stranger’ as well as enclave character. First, the Europeans had bee
forced to adapt to the ways and means of African society. Second, increase
recruitment of fort slaves and enrolment of Eurafrican soldiers resulted in
numerical Africanisation of the staff employed at the fort. Third, fort com
munities developed a symbiotic relationship with the local towns that gre
up under the fort walls as a result of the commercial activity. To a certai
extent fort-and-town could be seen as a kind of ‘extended fort community
and the relationship gradually transformed the European establishments from
stranger enclaves to petty ‘city states’ which became actors in local politic
and, thus, integral parts of the local African power structure.

The fort walls did not mark any physical boundary between fort an
town. Members of all fort groups became integrated in familial or othe
social and economic networks in the local town. Fort slaves and Eurafrica
soldiers lived within the town wards, and the European company sta
often put up buildings in town to house their African wives and families
During the heyday of the slave trade the few Europeans could be see
as a commercial elite struggling to defend leadership over mixed, Afro-
European fort communities. This changed from the 1820s when we see
clear re-Europeanisation.

To describe the role of ‘extended fort communities’ in the Atlantic trad
Polanyi’s concept ‘port of trade’'® is useful: they were sea-ports, spec1al
zones of exchange where repeated transactions generated mutually acceptec

? Mandtals og Gage Roulle 1793, SGJ 95/1794, Generaltoldkammeret (Gtk), RA.

' Karl Polanyi, ‘Ports of Trade in Early Societies’, The Journal of Economic History, Vol. XXIII, 1963. See also, K. Polan
et al., Dahomey and the Slave Trade: An Analysis of an Archaic Economry, Seattle and London: University of Washingto
Press, 1966, pp. 99. Note that Polanyi's notion of ‘administered trade’ tied to the concept does not quite fit in here.
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tandards of exchange, systems of value evaluation, and codes of conduct,
S ‘ g . . .
ossessing necessary facilities, such as storage, accommodation, carriage

: isi - kers had vi i
capacity and provisions. Local merchants and brokers ital commercial

expertl
in negotiations, and there were people who mastered the necessary skills

se. Linguists and professional messengers played an important role

in handling the various goods. Finally, the fort-and-towns were places
where safety around transactions could normally be guaranteed.! Thus,
the extended fort community constituted the primary commercial base
for European enterprise on the Coast. The European fort merchants could
draw on the institutional setting provided, and the lively intercourse and
multitude of social and economic relations between fort and town gave
access to important commercial networks covering the hinterland king-
doms, which were the main providers of gold and slaves.

Slave versus free labour

The fort slave group was a common feature of fort communities from the
very beginning of the European enterprise. Portuguese regimentos from the
early 16® century allowed for a staff of some 30 fort slaves at Sdo Jorge da
Mina.? The obvious rationale behind this was the need for labour. Handling
and transport of goods and export slaves, construction and maintenance of
buildings etc. required labour, and tropical diseases prohibited import of
such labour from Europe. But, why slave - and not free labour?

Some historians would say that the question is irrelevant, no free labour
market existed in pre-colonial Africa and thus there were no options.

 However, in West Africa such a labour market did develop as a function of
 the coastal trade.” To give an example the so-called remidors (canoe men)

""For a description of the ‘ports’ on the Gold Coast, see e. g., R. A. Kea, Settlements, Trade and Polities in the
Seveuteenth Century Gold Coast, Baltimore 1982.

1. Vogt (1979), pp. 46-47.

" Kea's penetrating study of the Gold Coast economy and society in the 17% century reveals that here the institution
of wage labour was well established at the time. See, R. A. Kea. Settlements, Trade, and Politics in the Seventeenth-
Century Gold Coast, London 1983.
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recruited from local fishermen, commuting between the ships at anchor and n supervisors. In this case free labour was no option due to the

Europea
the shore, were an indispensable group. From the arrival of the Portuguese need for long-term training and a stable work force.

the Europeans had been forced to hire such free transport workers who Finally, there was an important political motive behind the devel-
were quite conscious of their labour value and thus demanded substantia]

wages, i.e. payment in goods or even gold.™ At the turn of the 17 century

opment of a fort slave establishment. A local ruler’s power and status

depended on his control of people, free subjects or personal retainers. The

it was also common practice for slave ships to hire canoes with experienced
remidor crews at the Gold Coast fort towns before proceeding to the Slave

sovernor of a European fort was in a similar position: he had to command
:sizeable ‘following’ to uphold a power balance with the local town and

Coast to supplement their slave cargoes.'® to preserve the fort’s autonomy, authority and respect — as articulated by

Hopkins pointed out that the labour market was small, and the labour the Danish governor J. P. Wrisberg in 1806:

force mobile and had alternative opportunities. Free labour was expen
In all critical situations the inventory people [fort slaves] are the true
strength of the fort, as the garrison is insufficient for its defence. When the
Jocal people observe that a fort has a small staff (of inventory people) they
do not show the fort proper respect; yes, the Europeans are even exposed to

sive, and therefore slave labour was preferred.'® Danish evidence confirm
this argument; when Christiansborg — in the 1720s and -30s — decided to
expand its staff of fort slaves the high cost of free transport labour was a:
major reason.'” The Danes preferred slave remidors, but they did emplo ") contempt. *

free remidors at least up to 17 ;0,18 to deal with peak workloads. A art .
['o condude, €conomic costs, the need for a stable work force with cer-

from the cost, availability of free transport labour was unpredictable,'® and b WO A
‘ tain skills, the issue of labour control, and political motivations combined in

the work force was often unreliable and difficult to control: free remido
were independent free-lancers who would enter or leave the service a favour of slave labour.
will. Specialised craftsmen such as masons, carpenters, blacksmiths, coopers
etc., were originally sent out from Copenhagen, but gradually European‘i

artisans were replaced by slave craftsmen who were trained by a few Fort slave status

The term fort slave is used here to cover forms of bondage represent-
ing slightly different positions on a servitude continuum with respect to
the rights exercised over the bonded person. Two main categories can
be identified among the fort slaves at Christiansborg: (a) The ‘company’
or ‘inventory’ slaves who were considered property and thus listed in
Account Books and Inventory Records together with buildings, trade
goods and equipment at a fixed value in Danish Rigsdalers,” and (b)
the pawns (debt slaves) pledged as security for loans. The pawn could be

" P. C. W. Gutkind. ‘“Trade and Labor in Early Precolonial African History: The Canoemen of Southern Ghana',
In The Workers of African Trade. Edited by C. Coquery-Vidrovitch and Paul E. Lovejoy, London: Sage Publications,
1985, pp. 25-49.
'* Christiansborg accounts for 1699 thus reveal that ‘fifteen remidors with two big canoes’ had been hired at the cost
of 300 Rigsdaler to accompany a Danish slaver to the Slave Coast. See, Omkostnings Bog 1698-1703, 7 Februa
1699, Vestindisk-guineisk Kompani (VgK) 937, RA.

' A.G.Hopkins An Economic History of West Africa. London 1973, pp. 24-25.
' In 1724 Governor Suhm argued that to hire free remidors for one occasional transport assignment would cost the
same amount as operating the fort’s two to three canoes by slave remidors for a whole year. Von Suhm to Secret
Raadet, Christiansborg, 28 Sept 1724, VgK 880, RA. ~ See also Note, Secret Protokol, Christiansborg, 10 Ap!
1736/ Secret Protokoller (SP) 1736, VgK 881, RA.
" See e. g. Secret Protocol, Vrisberg et al., Christiansborg, 1 Sept 1769, Guineisk Kompani (GK) 146, RA.
" Wage labour was only one of several possible income opportunities, and during the best fishing season at Accraa
remidor’s income from fishing might be much higher than what Christiansborg offered. Consequently free remidor
labour might be hard to come by. — Note in Secret Protokol, Vrisberg et al., Christiansborg, 1 Sept 1769, SP 1769,
Guineisk Kompani (GK) 146, RA.

‘¥ See e. g. Pro Memoria, ].P.Vrisberg ef al., Christiansborg, 10 April 1806, SGJ, 794/1806, Gtk, RA.
* This group included individuals whom the fort agreed to buy upon request from their families, or who sold them-
selves for various reasons, on condition that they could be redeemed.
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redeemed pending payment of the debt.? In 1802 Thonning described the
pawn’s status thus:

To the [group of slaves] we can also reckon, in a way, free negroes who
become pawns ... They have to work for the creditor as a slave and are
considered slaves, except that [the master| dare not mutilate or kill them, in
which case the debt is cancelled and the debtor has the right to claim com-
pensation. When a pawn dies, or runs away, or misbehaves, the debtor has to
pay the debt or offer an acceptable pawn in replacement.?

Here Christiansborg adopted an institution that was common among
the Akan and other people on the Coast.? What distinguished the formal
status of pawn from slave was, first, that accepting a pawn involved recog-
nised claims of compensation for maltreatment. The fort was responsible
for his well-being. The debtor, however, had to guarantee good conduct
by the person in question, or offer a replacement. Second, the fort slave
status was not hereditary: the pawn’s offspring would not be considered
fort property even though the fort paid a small allowance to support such
children.* Generally, slaves and pawns shared the same labour and liv-
ing conditions. The majority of pawns were never redeemed. They were
gradually included in the group of inventory slaves, and thus their status
changed from semi-free to slave. In any case they were part and parcel of
the forced labour employed at the fort.

# For an authoritative study on pawnship, see Toyin Falola and Paul E. Lovejoy (eds.) Pawnship in Africa: Debt

Bondage in Historical Perspective, Boulder, San Francisco, Oxford: Westview Press, 1994.

* Peter Thonning, ‘Indberztning om det danske Territorium i Guinea...’, Dept. for udenlandske Anliggender 302
(DfuA), Gruppeordnede Sager: Guinea 1775-1847, Lb.nr. 872/ RA, p. 21. :
** See Akosua Perbi A History of Indigenons Slavery in Ghana: From the 15" to the 19" Century, Accra: Sub-Saharan

Publishers, 2004; G. Austin ‘Human Pawning in Asante, 1800-1950." in Falola, T. and P. Lovejoy (eds.) Pawnship
it Africa: Debt Bondage in Historical Perspective. Boulder USA, 1994, pp. 119-159%; and T. R. Getz Slavery and Reform

in West Africa: Toward Emancipation in Nineteenth-Century Sengal and the Gold Coast, Athens and Oxford: Ohio Univ.
Press and James Currey, 2004,

* See e. g. ‘Overleveringsforretning 1789’, Guineiske Sager IV, Gtk, R. A.
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| D emography, recruitment, and occupational pattern

A rough demographic picture of the 18" century fort slave population
at Christiansborg is in Fig.2 (Appendix). We observe a modest increase
from the 1730s, followed by a dramatic expansion from the 1770s when
was a boom in Danish slave trading on the Gold Coast. During the
19% century the numbers decreased, particularly after 1817 when a drastic
reduction down to 50 was decreed from Copenhagen.? During the 1§3OS
the number again increased to a maximum of 110 in 1838.%7 At the time
of emancipation in 1848 the fort slave population was 67.%

Data covering the 18% century indicate some interesting trends regarcll-
ing sex and age distribution of the fort slave populat}on as shown in
Fig.3 (Appendix). The proportion of women was low, i.e. less than one-
third, and from the mid-century the proportion of children dropped to
about one-fifth, except for the 1780s.” This sex and age profile could be
explained to the fact that male labour was most in demand. We should
note, however, that it was also a result of the slave marriage policy adoptéd
by Christiansborg, which allowed male fort slaves to marry 'women in
local fort towns.* The Danes had no legal claims to the offspring of such
unions: if the woman was free, her children were free; if she was a slave,
the children became the property of her master.

The obvious consequence of such labour and marriage policies was that
natural increase played a minor role in the recruitment of fort slaves. In
the 1770s the Danes considered to improve the reproductive capacity of
the fort slave population through ‘slave breeding’: male slaves were to be
forced to take wives among the female fort slaves, and each male was to

% Gov. J.E.Richter til General toldkammeret (Gtk), Christiansborg. 24 mars 1817, SGJ 1816-17, No 1562/1817,
Gtk, R.A. e

7 1. Dall & J.Wulff, Christiansborg 17 July 1839, SGJ 1839-40; No 870/1839, Gtk, RA. — Note that in this figure
39 royal slaves on the King's plantation Fredriksgave were included.

 Gage Bog for de livegne 1847, Finansministeriet (FM), Revid. Guineiske Regnskaber 1847, R.A. L

¥ Demographic data have been gathered from a variety of sources. Particularly important are the Mandtals og
Gageboger', Inventarie Boger, Consumptie Boger, Omkostnings Boger, and ‘Overleveringsforretninger” in the VgK,
GK, and Gtk series of the Danish National Archives. ’

 The practice was probably a counter measure to limit the number of ‘adultery palavers’.
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be given two or three wives. Governor Froehlich, who launched the idey
was confident that the need to buy fort slaves would be eliminated withig
fifteen years or so; he even expected a surplus, which could be employed
on prospective coftee and indigo plantations on the Coast.’! His succes
sor promised the Board of Directors in Copenhagen to implement the
breeding policy,” but, if ever carried out the results were meagre.* Thus
the most important forms of recruitment were transfer of slaves originally
meant for export, purchases made on explicit condition that the person be
included in the permanent staff of fort slaves,* and — especially from the
1770s and 1780s —pawning. In 1789 we know that close to 35 per cen
of the fort slaves were pawns,® and the ratio most probably stayed around
one-third until the cutback instructions came in 1817.

The role of European forts as credit institutions was, of course, tied to
the fact that they competed for trade and alliances. The increasing impor-
tance of such a function, however, also had to do with distortions of the
locally established credit system. Credit and debt were well established
factors in economic relations on the Gold Coast — at least from the early
17 century,® if not earlier, and so were the institutionalised practices o
pawning and so-called panyarring. Credit was given on certain conditions:
loans were to be paid within a fixed period of time, a substantial interest
was involved, and the creditor was entitled to enforce sanctions in case of -
default. In cases where no security was pledged to guarantee the loan the
creditor could resort to panyarring, which was a kind of ‘legalised kidnap-
ping’ where the creditor seized by force one or more of the debtor’s family
(or community) members who were kept as debt hostages. The practice

was regulated by customary law: debt f:laims were to‘be stated at Public
court hearings and judgement passed; if not, ‘panyamng;vas considered
illegal and would count as zikkeding, i. e. plain ‘robbe,ryf Such was the
;orm, reality was different. In the 18" century ‘illegal kldnappm‘g at the
itor’s own discretion became the rule rather than the e>'<cept10n —as

art of a harsh ‘debt regime’, which also included excessive interest rates.
pAccording to Romer: ‘the Negroes have very severe Laws among them
with regard to debt matters ... in debt payments it is annually Centum 1’)1;2
Centurm, so that one man slave by the end of the year hés become two...‘.‘
erest rates at 100 per cent pro anno must have crippled debt service
ty and put a high premium on illegal use of force. We should also

cred

Int

capaci ‘ :
note that extra-legal panyarring was resorted to in unresolved disputes

involving claims of compensation. .

Such corruption of the panyarring institution invariably led to disputes
and conflicts. Pawning must have stood out as a better alternative, although
the high interest made debt slavery prolonged and frequently permanent.
Moreover, the individual pawn also ran the risk of being sold off the coast.
No doubt, the Atlantic slave trade magnified the negative sides of the local
credit system. ‘ 7 ‘
European forts issued credit to traders, rulers, local ‘big .rn.en , family
or lineage heads: wealthy and poor. The importance of Christiansborg a?
credit institution increased dramatically during the latter half of the 18™
century. Why such growing financial popularity? Apart from the e’xp‘and—
ing volume of trade, the answer lies in the nature of the fort’s ‘debt
regime’. The Danes adopted panyarring, and they accepted pawns. But,
whenever they wanted to set a warning example through panyarring they

» ) ' i - . 39 .
' Governor Froehlich to Board of Directors, Christiansborg 31 March 1772; Kystdokumenter 1772, Guineisk faced drawn-out conflicts and often lost out in the 1OIlg run. Experlence

Kompagni (GK) 18, R.A. — The Guinea Company, or Bargum Trading Society, in fact, conducted a survey to
deterniine the feasibility of such a venture.
* Gov. N.U. Aarestrup to Board of Directors, Christiansborg 31 December 1773; Kystdokumenter 1773, GK 19, R.A.
» By 1789 only twelve out of 111 male slaves were borne fort slaves, or 11 per cent. See Opverleverings-forretning
1789, op. cit. — The pawn category is not included in the figures used here. ;
* See e. g. Inventory 1745/ VgK 952/ RA; ‘Resolution’, Christiansborg Council, 10 April 1736, Sekret protokol -
1736, VgK 881, RA, and also examples in Sekretprotokol 1774, GK 149, RA, and Mandtals & Gage Boger 1730,
VgK 942; 1731-33,VgK 943; 1736, VgK 944; 1751, VgK 948/ RA.

* Overleverings-forretning 1789, op. cit. - 123 out of a total population of 356 were categorised as pawns.
* For a description of the local credit system, see, R.. A. Kea (1982), op. cit., pp. 236-48.

¥ A. R. Biem to Christiansborg Council, Fredensborg 22 April, 1775, Palaver book (Pb) 1775-76, GK 156, RA.
~ See also Palaver 17 August, 1775, Pb 1775-76, GK 156, RA. -
# L, F. Romer Tilforladelig Efferretning on Kysten Guinea, Copenhagen, 1760, p. 206. — See also H'C'. Monrad Bidrag
. g . N 5 . 08,

til en Skildring af Guinca Kysten og dens Indbyggere, Copenhagen, 1822, p. ‘

¥ See e. g. Note in Sekret Protokol, Christiansborg 19 June, 1725, Sekret Protokoller (SP) 1724-26, Vgi? 880, B'.AY Note
in Sekret Protokol, Christianborg 3 October 1727, SP 1727-29, VgK 880, RA; Gov. Aarestr}l}? to Council, Chnstl:msbo.r%
28 July 1774, SP 1774, Guineisk Kompagni (GK) 149, RA; Note, Biorn and Gionge, Christiansborg 1 August 1774, S
1774, GK 149, RA. Also, Council to Board of Directors, Christiansborg 25 October 1769, GK 15, R. A,
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‘ auxiliary troops in terms of crisis. At times they were a.lso en/qployed
psed _an occupation normally reserved for Eurafricans.** A few
fort slaves were also emploﬂred as sailors on small c.oasting vessels.”
Finally some fort slaves functioned as tr.usted d1plon‘mts: a few éaref'u]ly
selected individuals served Christiansborg in the capacity of hngmsts,' i €.
akyarme, OF messengers. Originally local notab?es occupied the position.
g However, Big Men’ pursued their own goals 1§depenc%egt of Fhe.D‘anes.
To avoid such problems the Danes elevated particularly ‘gifted’ individuals
among the fort slaves to the trusted position.*

prescribed great caution; instead, the Danes preferred the pawning system
However, they did not sell pawns in cases of default: pawns were safe, an,
the debtor’s risk was minimized. The soft policy on debt collection my
have appealed to potential African debtors. The most remarkable aspect o
the Danish credit policy, however, was the fact that no interest was charge
on loans. Christiansborg accounts leave no trace of interest calculation
and L. F. Roemer’s contemporary description of the Coast states explicitly
that *...when they [the Africans] borrow from the Europeans, they do not
even pay a reasonable interest ... and we have to feed their pawns ... fre
quently for several years’.** No doubt, Christiansborg’s greatest attraction
to debtors was interest free credit. The Danes, on the other hand, were
stuck with a large number of long-term pawns — and outstanding debts.

‘ iers
as regular sold:

Living conditions and relations with local African society

The prevailing recruitment pattern had important consequences con-
cerning the question of geographical origin of fort slaves: the predomi
nance of pawning and ‘conditional’ purchases resulted in a pattern where
the majority of fort slaves came from the Danish influence sphere on the
Coast, i.e. from Accra in the west to Keta east of the Volta River.* ,

Slave labour was recruited to establish a permanent workforce at Chris-
tiansborg, but, what kind of work did the fort slaves do? My main sources
of information on the matter are the census and salary lists kept by the
Christiansborg administration.** According to the categories listed here we
can distinguish between four major occupational groups: The slave remi-
dors and the craftsmen constituted a force of skilled (or semi-skilled) labour,
Ordinary work slaves (including the women) carried out unskilled manual
labour of various kinds at the fort. From the turn of the 18" century a group
of agricultural slaves appear.® '

One would perhaps not expect slaves to feature on the pay roﬂs of
Christiansborg? The fort slaves did. They were de facto wage earners. This fact
;s born out by the fort’s accounts and salary and wage lists.*” These reveal that
monthly wages ranged between 2-4 Rigsdaler, except 'for those emPloyed as
soldiers who received 5-6 Rigsdaler. There was a mamfes.t ge‘n‘der dlfferenc.e,
fernale slaves were paid no more than 1/2 Rigsdaler. Some individual wage dif-
ferentiation occurred based on seniority, personal commitment anFI — personal
need. No clear distinctions were drawn between skilled and unskilled labour.
The slaves were normally paid in local currency, i.e. cowries (1 Rdl equalled
1.000 cowrie shells), or in trade goods.*

Jdiers (Overleveringsforretning 1789, op. c¢it.).A defection

i fort slaves were recorded as sol :
e e oo he employment of twenty fort slave soldiers (B.

staged by the mulatto garrison at Christiansborg in 1_?;)1 occasioned t
i ¢ t til betenkning...’, op. cit., p. . N
ghsr:—:sete:se; Irlx-zil:;n Negrenes Ggage Boig, 1808, Diverse Arkivalier fra G}linea (DA?G) 67/ RA.p- Ir;jxvnc(l)ti:i)is
selected for this job were often the ones who had been trained onboard Danish slave ships. (See (lel g1.78r60 y e:]leis!;e,
Christiansborg, 31 Jan 1775, GK 21, RA,; also, Inventarie Bog 1767, GK 206, RA; Mandtals Roulle , Gu
Sager IV, Gtk, RA, and Overleveringsforretning 177:; Goi Tgt)RA
¥ il to Directors, Christiansborg, 11 Nov 1768, s . ‘
47 gi(;u:c; Copi af Gagebog 1728 and Mandtal og Gagie Bog 1730, Manldtal og Gageboger, 1727—;5%Vg1;94:2,117l51?,
- Originall Mandtall og Gagie Bog 1733, Mandtal & Gageboger fra Guinea 1731-33, VgK 943, RA., S aic og e s
VeK 948, RA; Gage Bog Christiansborg, 1758, DAfG 41, RA; Gage Bog 1766, GK‘ 294, RA; . ml z;smmgls775g:
Christiansborg, 1776-77, GK 201, RA; General Mandtals og Gage Roulle, 1786, Gumel.ske u.afg‘]orte agilr o
1803 , Guineiske Sager IV, Gtk, RA; General Mandtals og Gage Roulle 1796, Sager til Guineisk Journa s
n0.277/1797, Gtk, RA, and Inventari Negernes Gage Bog for 1808, DAFG 67, RA.
# Sec e. g. Inventarie Negernes Gage Bog ved Fortet Kongensten, 1801, DAG 67, RA.

Apart from the major occupational groups some individuals were given
more occasional job opportunities’. We know that fort slaves might be

* Romer (1760), op. cit., p. 206.

! See ‘Overleveringsforretning 1777’, GK 208, RA ;and ‘Overleveringsforretning 1789", op. cit.

* To be found scattered in the VgK, GK and Gtk series of the RA: detailed references is not given here.
* These were attached to a few small cotton- and coffee plantations, of which some were owned by private mer-
chants. See, ‘Udkast til betenkning om Guinea udarbejdet af Balthasar Christensen’, Gtk 1816-1848, Den Guineiske
Kommision af 9 Jan 1833, IV: 1841-1847, RA, p. 9.
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Fort slave wages were clearly kept as low as possible and must have bee
considered a mere subsistence allowance. Monthly wages were, howeve
supplemented by certain fringe benefits: two times a year Christiansbor,
added an allowance in terms of pantjes (large pieces of cloth).* Moreove
fort slaves were entitled to a share in so-called coutymes regularly offered th,
local communities, such as ‘Sunday Brandy’,*® or regular payments at varj
ous festivals and celebrations. Coutyme was also given on arrival or departure
of fort governors.®' Personal incentives or rewards also occurred.”? Finally,
number of fort slaves were also able to exploit connections with the fort to-
set themselves up as petty traders. Wages paid in kind gave a starting point,
Fort slaves were also granted loans — sometimes pledging their children
pawns — which aided ‘business initiatives’. Locally recruited fort slaves ha
access to local trade networks via family connections in town. Others wen
able to develop such connections through marriage or otherwise.

It should also be emphasised that the fort established a kind of social relie
system. During periods of drought and famine, when food prices were high
Christiansborg granted the fort slaves a virtual ‘cost of living allowance’ o
top of their normal wages.* The fort might also support fort slaves who ha
been the victims of fires devastating their homes.> The fort’s relief system
covered mentally or physically disabled fort slaves® and, most important
Christiansborg consistently granted old age pension to male as well as femal
fort slaves.* Normally pensioners received half their former wages.

* In the 1790s the value of each pantjes might amount to 7 Rdl (General Mandtals og Gage Roulle 1793, SGJ No.
95/1794, Gtk, RA, and General Mantals & Gage Roulle 1796, SGJ 277/1797, GtK, RA).

* Every Sunday half an anchor of liquor was given to the fort slaves. See e. g. Governor Kuhberg to Council
Christiansborg, 15 February, and Quist to Council, Christiansborg, 17 Februaty 1768, SP 1768, GK 145, RA.
3 Resolution, Aarescmp et al., Christiansborg, 25 June 1778, SP 1777-78, GK 150, RA.
32 Pro Memoria, Government to Directors, Christiansborg, 31 January 1775 (No.714), Kystdokumenter 1775-78,
GK 21, RA; Inventari Bog, 1760: Litra G, DAfG 49, RA.. ;
* See, Resolution, Aarestrup et al., Christiansborg 6 & 8 April 1774, SP 1774 (3 Feb to 25 April), GK 149, RA; and Pr
Memoria, Aarestrup et al to Board of Directors, Christiansborg 8 June 1774, Kystdokumenter 1774, GK 20, RA.

* See Pro Menmoria, ].D.Ahnholm, Christiansborg 23 April 1801, SGJ 243/1802, Gtk, RA, and ‘Genpart af Subscriptions
Planen for de brandlidte Inventarii Negere i Qvitta under Fortet Prindsensteen’, SGJ 245/1802, Gtk, RA.
% Indventarie Bog 1767/ GK 206/ RA; Overleveringsforretning 1789, op. cit.

% See e. g. ‘Overleveringsforretning 1777’, GK 208/ RA and ‘Overleveringsforretning 1789, op. cit. — In the las
quarter of the 18" century the total number of pensioners reached nine to twelve persons (ibid., and General Mandtals
og Gage Roulle 1793, 1796 and 1798, op. dit.).
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The position of agricultural slaves on the small, experimental. pl?m.ta-
tions differed from that of the ‘regular’ fort slaves. However, their hV}ng
conditions do not appear to have been worse. They lived on the premises
of the plantation in small slave villages of 20 to 30 huts at nllost. They c-ul—
qvated their own plots and were given necessary togls. Subsistence farrm'ng
replaced wages, but the plantation slaves also received cusFomary pantjes.
[n turn the master required a four days weekly labour ser?nc.e a}nd a share
in the produce from the slaves’ individual plots.*” Work discipline appears
to have been relaxed, except when the slaves occasionally were under the
direct supervision of a European overseer.

The majority of fort slaves were poor. And yet, they were not forced to
Jead totally miserable lives due to their bondage. As far as material con'd.itions
are concerned — and in terms of economic resources and opportunities, as
well as personal security — their situation was far better than that o'f th‘e aa’wp;;
mafo, i. e. coastal groups of free urban poor of day labourt.srs and 1.nd1gents,
or the slave retainers of the wealthier stratum in local African society.

One important factor in the lives of the fort slaves was the fact that they
all — except individuals who were considered potential runaways — were per-
mitted to put up their casas (dwellings) and live with wife and children in the

local town. Fort slaves reported for duty at daybreak when the gates were

unbolted. Working hours were between 6 a.m. and 10 or 11 a.m. followed
by asiesta till 2 or 3 p.m. Then work was resumed and continued up to 5A or
6 p.m.® While slaves owned by private merchants had to work up to nine
hours a day, daily working hours of fort slaves were only seven.® This would
imply that the fort slave in fact was free to attend to other business during tbe
long mid-day break and after nightfall. The industrious and entrepreneurial
individual had certain opportunities to supplement his income.

Living in one of the quarters of the town also fostered social integra-
tion. The coastal towns were quite cosmopolitan due to their function as

5" B. Christensen, op. cit., pp. 9 and 61.

 See R. A. Kea (1982), pp. 297, 303.

 H. C. Monrad (1822), pp. 363-64; Note that Monrad’s description refers to the period 1806-09, hoen the fért was no
more directly involved in the slave trade. Possibly the routines had become more relaxed than during the earlier phase.
“ Note, No. 697/1830, SGJ 1830-31, GtK, RA.
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ports of trade, and since most fort slaves were recruited within the Danish
sphere of influence the chances of attachment to established social networks,
or mobilise family ties, were fairly high. Moreover, the social organisation
of the towns in terms of the so-called ‘ward system’ facilitated integration,
Each town was divided into semi-autonomous wards (or quarters), and each
ward had its own political and military organisation and leadership. A centra]
feature of the system was the ward-based asafo institution which organised
all able-bodied ‘youngmen’ in military companies. Apart from military func-
tions the asafo companies also played an important role as social arenas — and.
in politics — representing a form of commoner, or civic influence balancing
the power of chiefs.”" Newcomers were incorporated in the ward system,
and in due course they gained membership of an asafo company. This also
applied to the fort slaves: they inhabited a section of an existing ward and
were affiliated to, if not enrolled in, the associated asafo, or — with time
— formed their own ward and asafo company. Good cases in point are the
Alata wards of Osu and James Town in Accra, which originally appear to
have been fort slave quarters; the Ankobea of Elmina, and the Lower Town
ward of the Brofu-mba (i.e. ‘white man’s children’) asafo company in Cape
Coast. It is clear that during the 18" century fort slaves participated in the
defence of coastal towns such as Cape Coast and Accra. Moreover, they were
actively involved in disputes and fighting between asafo companies from dif-
ferent wards, much to the alarm of their European masters.®® Interestingly,
fort slaves might side with ‘their’ ward, or asafo, even in disputes between
fort and town.** The reward for such loyalty was reciprocal support of fort

“ For a brief overview, see P. Hernas ‘Asafo History: An Introduction’, Transactions of the Historical Society of Ghana,
New Series, no 2 (1998), pp. 1-5. The vol. presents a series of articles on the asifo.

¢ Irene Quaye ‘The Ga and Their Neighbours’, PhD thesis, University of Ghana, 1972, pp. 248-49; H.M. Feinberg
Africans and Europeans in West Africa: Elinans and Dutchmen on the Gold Cost During the Eighteenth Century — Transactions
of the American Philosophical Society, vol. 79, part 7, 1989, p. 106; A. W. Lawrence Trade Castles & Forts of West Aftica,
London, 1963, p. 55; Mary McCarthy Social Change and the Growth of British Power in the Gold Coast: The Fante States
1807-1874, London, 1983, p. 48; also R.. Porter “The Cape Coast Contlict of 1803: A Crisis in Relations Between the
African and European Communities’, Transactions of the Historical Society of Ghana, vol. xi(1970), p- 30, and AX. Datta
and R. Porter “The Asafo System in Historical Perspective’ Joumal of African History, xii,2 (1971), pp. 286-87.
 See e. g. Lawrence, op. cit., p. 55, and ‘Udskrift af det Guineiske Raads Protocol, 30 Jan-8 April’, SGJ 1835-36,
no. 125/1835, entry 193 (28 February 1835), RA. — In 1835, when fort slaves had been involved in a feud between
two quarters of Osu, the Christiansborg Council decreed a ban on fort slave involvement in asafo affairs.
“ See e. g. ‘Resolution’ , Christiansborg, 18 November 1755; SP 1755: DAfG 2, RA.
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slave interests vis-a-vis the governor and counclil, e. g in terms of interven-
ton aﬂd arbitration in disciplinary measures taken against the slaves.

Fort slaves were part of local African society, but, there were limits to
integration. The fact remained that fort sla‘vesj were the property of the
Furopean masters: they were under fort jurisdiction and under fort co.m—
mand. Thus, the master-slave relation was the dominant factor regulating
their lives. On the part of the town an individual fort slave was not regarded
a legal person: he was part of a collective of retainers ‘belonging’ to the fort.
Accordingly, all law suits and claims against fort slaves were directed at the
governor and his council. A prominent example here would be the numer-
ous ‘adultery palavers’ caused by fort slaves who had sex with other men’s
wives. Such acts invariably entailed claims of compensation the size of which
depended on the social rank of the offended party, and the fort was held

responsible.”

Being under the fort’s military command meant that fort slaves would
have to accompany Danish officers on punitive or paramilitary expeditions,
they participated in the defence of the fort, and, most important, they were
enlisted in the fort’s garrison when open conflict broke out between fort
and town.®® On such occasions the fort slaves were really forced to cope
with conflicting loyalties. As noted fort slaves sometimes sided with the
townspeople, and Danish officials complained that they were not to be
trusted: they were hiding crucial information about town affairs from their
masters while reporting freely about conditions on the fort, and they were
forging secret alliances in town which went against the best interest of
the fort.”” On the other hand fort slaves also demonstrated loyalty to the
Danes and carried out orders even though people in town might retaliate.
Evidently, fort slaves made situational choices: they were not necessarily in
a squeeze; possibly it could just as well be termed an ‘opportunity niche’,
which could be exploited through pragmatic manoeuvring.

% One interesting case from 1727 is about the remidor slave ‘Amma’ who had slept with two of the ines of the
Akwamu king. Christiansborg was forced to pay heavy damages on his account to avoid political ramifications. Sec,
Note by F. Pahl et al., Christiansborg 5 Sept 1727, SP 1727-29, VgK 880, RA. — See also below.

“ See e. g. Note, Christiansborg 5 Oct 1769, Sekret Protokol 1769, GK 146, RA.

" Pro Memoria, Governor von Hager, Christiansborg 30 Dec 1793, SGJ 91/17%94, Gtk, RA.
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Control and resistance

Obviously, labour relations, i.e. conditions of servitude and reactions to

these, determined the living conditions of the fort slaves. The fort wanted
to exploit its slave labour. There were, however, a series of constraints
on its freedom of action. Consequently the Christiansborg slave regime
was pragmatic. The problems of labour control and labour protest should
be spelled out in their concrete specificity to be fully understood. Here it

must suffice to observe some major characteristics of the relationship.
Three major constraints structured Christiansborg’s labour control: the

fort slaves’ relative freedom of movement, the fort’s dependence on the local
host society with which the fort slaves had developed intimate relations, and i

the fort slaves’ own power to defend their interests. The basic problem was
how to make the fort slaves remain at the fort at all. As we know they live
outside the fort and no physical obstacles prevented their escape. This di

not mean that aspiring runaways were free to act at their own discretion,

They were enmeshed in a web of local customary regulations prescribin.
capture and return of runaway slaves, which Europeans could also evoke to

justify their claims. Secondly, firmly established contracts between the fort

and local rulers guaranteed (theoretically at least) the co-operation of local
African society in recovering escaped slaves. ‘Treaties’, or political agree
ments, always included a clause pertaining to slave escapes and a fixed bonu
for handing over runaways was normally defined.®® Finally, the runaway
fort slave of local origin had to consider the fort’s demands on his family fo
compensation. Despite such safeguards there was a steady trickle of runaway:
from Christiansborg.

There were of course also forms of hidden protest, e. g. foot dragging
‘laziness’, sabotage etc. To a certain extent the fort slaves could even exploi
the fact that in the last instance the for