ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The nature of this publication is the result of the generosity and availability of a group
of people who organised, sponsored, collaborated and participated in the international
scientific meeting Design Objects Conference: Musealization, Documentation and
Interpretation'. Each of these entities made this conference possible; likewise, the
book’s materialisation is now being presented.

A special salutation to the institutions of the Faculty of Arts and Humanities of
the University of Porto and ESAD/College of Art and Design Matosinhos, respectively
represented by the research units CITCEM - Transdisciplinary Research Centre
Culture, Space and Memory, FCT - Fundagao para a Ciéncia e a Tecnologia, Reitoria
da Universidade do Porto and esad—idea, Research in Design and Art, for enabling,
both financially and logistically, the gathering of a group of professionals who have
been critically reflecting on the different dimensions of knowledge that construct the
design object, that problematise and expand musealization practices.

We also acknowledge the scientific and organising committees, led by Alice Semedo,
Associate Professor of Museology and Heritage Studies at the University of Porto;
Joana Santos, Coordinating Professor, Assistant Director and Director of the Master
of Design at ESAD/College of Art and Design; and José Bartolo, Professor at ESAD/
College of Art and Design, Scientific Director of esad—idea, Research in Design and
Art and currently a Senior Curator at the House of Design in Matosinhos. They were
responsible for selecting all the authors present at the conference and in this edition.

We are particularly grateful to the authors participating in this book for the
kindness and enthusiasm with which they offered and shared their contributions,
expanding from the themes presented and debated during the conference. Their
perspectives challenge established disciplinary theories and contribute to the
construction of new stories for objects in museum institutions. They are also a valuable
contribution to the growth of literature on design objects in museums.

We want to thank Vasco Branco, Cathedratic Professor at the Department of
Communication and Arts at the University of Aveiro and Director of ID+ Research

! The international Design Objects Conference: Musealization, Documentation and Interpretation was held on 19-20
October 2017 at Auditério da Biblioteca Municipal Almeida Garrett, in Porto. More information at <http://www.
designobjectsconference.com/>.



DESIGN OBJECTS: MUSEALIZATION, DOCUMENTATION AND INTERPRETATION

Institute for Design, Media and Culture, for his interest and expertise in the scientific
review of all articles.

Also, a word of gratitude to all students of museology and design who volunteered
to support the organisation during the conference.

Finally, we salute the audience, whose interest in the theme contributes to making
the conference a successful event?.

2 This text is financed by National Funds through the FCT - Foundation for Science and Technology, under the project
UIDB/04059/2020.



