Local Sounds, Global Streams. Indie Labels,
Music Platforms and the Pursuit of
Sustainability in the Digital Age

This proposal examines the adaptation of independent record labels to the digital
age, focusing on the balance between global trends and local contexts in the United
Kingdom, Portugal and Brazil, representing the Global North, the semi-periphery
and the Global South, respectively. The study investigates how these labels utilise
music streaming platforms (MSPs) such as Spotify and Bandcamp, exploring
strategies for visibility and sustainability across social media, live events and
emerging technologies such as artificial intelligence. The research aims to analyse
how record labels with limited resources optimise their operations and expand
audience reach in a scenario of increasing competition within the digital landscape.
It will examine MSP algorithms, platform mechanisms, audience engagement, and
the role of digital marketing in visibility and success while considering the
maintenance of artistic freedom alongside market demands. Comparing practices
across these three regions will highlight how local cultural contexts shape
strategies, revealing shared challenges and unique responses to platformisation,
technological change and market pressures. Drawing on authors such as
Hesmondhalgh, Van Es and Poell, the study will map the 'imaginaries of the music
platform' to understand the adaptation to socio-economic transformations brought
about by MSPs, revealing the complex dynamics of the sector and further our
understanding of independent record labels in the digital age.
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