Carmen Miranda: the alternative history of
the Brazilian Bombshell aesthetics

Carmen Miranda is still one of Brazil's greatest musical and aesthetic icons. The
artist stood out for her non-conformist attitude and aesthetic towards the prevailing
aesthetic at the time of her artistic peak. In this article, we intend to focus on two
key topics, namely the use of Do-lt-Yourself (DIY) in her artistic creations, but we
also intend to apply to her trajectory the counterfactual/alternative history, i.e., we
intend to undertake a "what if..." analysis in relation to a set of historical events that
marked her trajectory, emphasizing, thus, the creation and dissemination of her
platform shoes, while we intend to highlight her contribution to the international
footwear fashion.
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